
Democratic Club of Hot Springs Village 

Meeting of the Board of Directors 

Sept. 14, 2021 

 

 

Board members present: Jane Browning, Mary Eliades, Lisa Malmin, Nancy Baumgartner, Linda 

Ragsdale, Peg McCoy, Linda McAteer, Gary Clingman and Terry Baumgartner 

 

Board members absent: Deb Bryan and Nancy Jag-Nathan 

 

Guests: Nita Brown and Steve Rittenmeyer 

 

President Jane Browning called the meeting to order at 12:34 p.m. 

 

The agenda was approved, with the addition of “POA governmental affairs committee report.” 

 

POA governmental affairs committee report (Steve Rittenmeyer): Steve has volunteered to 

attend these committee meetings and report back to the Club on topics of interest. The last 

meeting was Sept. 3; topics included the upcoming HSV referendum on a fee increase, comments 

by state representative Richard McGrew re redistricting (including parts of HSV), etc. He added 

that POA representatives are available to talk to groups about the referendum. Jane asked Steve 

to submit a report for inclusion in the October newsletter.  

 

Secretary: The minutes of the Aug. 9 meeting were approved, with no corrections or additions. 

 

Jane Browning moved that the minutes be posted on the website; Lisa Malmin seconded the 

motion, and it was approved unanimously. 

 

President’s report (Jane Browning): 

• Jane is organizing a Blue Plate Special luncheon for Sept. 28; gubernatorial candidate 

Chris Jones will field questions from attendees. 

• Jane and Mary Eliades met to discuss the dog costume contest/parade, to be held in 

conjunction with the Oct. 22 quarterly meeting. Judges and sponsors will be solicited. 

 

Treasurer’s report (Nancy Baumgartner):  With a beginning balance of $9,925, revenue of $495, 

and expenses of $376, the ending balance on July 31 was $9,899. Total revenue for the year is 

$19,906, with $18,544 in expenses.   

 

Nancy reported that the Club is on-track for membership numbers, and fundraising goals have 

been exceeded. 

 

Membership report (Peg McCoy):  

• We currently have 479 active members (37 lifetime, 438 active paid, 4 comp). 

• There are 30 Century Club members. 

 

Communications committee (Lisa Malmin): 

• The next newsletter is coming out Oct. 15; cutoff date for submissions is Oct. 8. 

• Facebook membership has increased from 248 to 267. 



• The billboard renewal is coming up, and Lisa will check with the owner to see when the 

upper space might be available. It costs about $900 to change the artwork, and Jane 

suggested soliciting input from Club members. 

 

Fundraising committee (Linda Ragsdale and Nancy Baumgartner): Net income from the 

Fun’Raiser was $5,306; income included silent auction and ticket sales and billboard donations, 

expenses were for food, music and decorations.  

 

Government Affairs Committee (Gary Clingman)  

• A mission statement was adopted: “The Government Affairs Committee (GAC) of the 

Democratic Club of Hot Springs Village (DCHSV) promotes informed and active 

participation by the membership of the DCHSV in local and state government by 

facilitating understanding of major public policy issues affecting people in Arkansas and 

equipping members to advocate for positions and candidates that are in concert with the 

values of the Democratic Party.” 

• Key strategies were identified: Identify major policy issues, gather information, determine 

actions that club members can take, communicate to members. 

• The committee will meet monthly on the second Wednesday at 2 p.m. 

 

Nominating committee: Linda Ragsdale will chair a nominating committee to select candidates 

for next year’s board. Mary Eliades and Deb Bryan will also serve on the committee. Linda is 

talking to potential board members and has requested job descriptions. 

 

Garland County report (Linda Ragsdale): 

• Hayden Shamel announced she was resigning as Club president this month; VP Lee 

Crawford will serve as interim president and will run for president in the upcoming 

election. 

• The next meeting will be Sept. 22 at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom. 

 

Saline County report (Linda McAteer): 

• Wifi has been installed in the office and the website is up and running (SalineDems.com). 

• The group will do voter registration at the Benton Farmers Market and the party office. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

October Quarterly Meeting: The meeting will be Oct. 22 at the Balboa Pavilion. It will include a 

dog Halloween costume contest/parade and Oktoberfest celebration, catered by Clampit’s. State 

and local candidates will be invited to attend.  

 

Restoration of Blue Plate Specials: The next Blue Plate Special will be Tuesday, Sept. 28, via 

Zoom, from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. Gubernatorial candidate Chris Jones will be the guest and will 

field questions from attendees. 

 

Merchandise: Jane suggested that everyone wear items from the Printful collection (website) to 

the October meeting. 

 

Renewal of Billboard: Nancy Baumgartner moved that we renew the billboard contract; Lisa 

Malmin seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously. 

 

New Business 



Board appointments: Jane appointed Nita Brown as interim member-at-large. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:44 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mary Eliades, secretary 


