
Democratic Club of Hot Springs Village 

Meeting of the Board of Directors 

May 10, 2021 

 

 

Board members present: Jane Browning, Glen Rider, Linda Ragsdale, Mary Eliades, Nancy 

Baumgartner, Lisa Malmin, Terry Baumgartner, Peg McCoy and Nancy Jag-Nathan 

 

Board members absent: Deb Bryan 

 

President Jane Browning called the meeting to order at 12:34 p.m. 

 

Secretary: The minutes of the April 12 meeting were approved, with no corrections or additions. 

 

President’s report (Jane Browning): 

• The April quarterly meeting at the Balboa Pavilion was a success, with at least 100 

attendees. There were many visitors from Hot Springs, and we signed up quite a few new 

members. 

• Nancy, Lisa, Jane and Glen staffed the Democratic Club’s table at the Chamber of 

Commerce Business Expo on April 17. The event was well attended and, in spite of a 

couple of “rude Trumpers who made for some unpleasant encounters,” many stopped by 

our booth. 

• Linda and Jane Zoomed in on the Garland County Democratic Party meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s report: (Nancy Baumgartner): 

• With a beginning balance of $5,711, total revenue of $1,447, and expenses of $2,771, the 

ending balance on April 30 of $4,387. 

• The Business Expo netted $47 (billboard contributions and t-shirts). 

• Proceeds from the quarterly meeting were $813 (including new members and Century 

Club members). With approximately 105 attendees, the per-person cost for food and 

drinks was $7. 

 

Membership report (Peg McCoy):  

• We currently have 460 active members (36 lifetime, 420 active paid, 4 comp). 

• There are 28 Century Club members. 

• Glen Rider generated a list of email addresses that were “hard bounces” from the 

MailChimp program – Peg will follow up. 

 

Communications committee (Lisa Malmin): 

• Nancy and Richard Jag-Nathan are still working on the Printful plug-in. Lisa wants to 

feature the “store” at the next quarterly meeting and hopes to have samples of the 

merchandise.  

• It was noted that spikes in website visits are driven by communications and marketing 

efforts (i.e., after eblasts and newsletter mailings). 

• The new sign frames were used for the April meeting and worked well. Glen made a 

suggestion that the logo and meeting information locations be switched for better 

visibility. 

• An update was sent to members on April 11 and the newsletter was sent April 16. 



• Facebook membership increased slightly over the past month. RSVPs to the quarterly 

meeting happened almost immediately after posting the info on Facebook. 

• We need a volunteer to help with signs on the west side of the Village; it was suggested 

that we put a blurb on the website, asking for volunteers. 

• Jane will start writing summaries after every board meeting for posting on the website to 

let members know what’s happening. 

 

Fundraising Committee (Linda Ragsdale): Linda rounded up 15 volunteers to help with the July 

quarterly meeting, and she will organize a small committee to start work on the event.  

 

Governmental Affairs Committee (Glen Rider):  

• The committee met via Zoom on April 27, with three members attending. 

• Gary Clingman will develop a scorecard for Arkansas Congressmen to highlight their 

(dismal) voting records; this will be distributed to Club members. 

• Volunteers are needed to write letters to local newspapers; templates are being 

developed. 

• A volunteer from the Club is needed to attend/join the HSV Governmental Affairs 

Committee. 

• Candidate recruitment for the 2022 election was discussed. 

• The committee is working on a mission statement. 

 

Garland County report (Linda Ragsdale): 

• Justice of the Peace (District 1) Dave Reagan was the stand-in speaker at the April 28 

meeting; he gave an overview of county operations and business, including an update on 

the MLK road construction project. 

• President Hayden Shamel will host a “Vaccination Celebration” and fundraiser at her 

home on May 22. 

• Kay Ekey gave an update from the Garland County Election Commission, nothing that 

things will become more complicated in light of the 43 election bills coming out of the 

Arkansas legislature. 

 

Saline County report (Glen Rider): 

• The club met May 3, with about 13 attendees. Justin Davis, candidate for Arkansas 

Attorney General, was the featured guest. 

• The annual Kickin’ Blue dinner will be June 4, 6-8 p.m., at the Saline County Fairgrounds; 

the theme is “Denims & Democrats,” with a BBQ menu; ticket price is $30. 

• The club discussed candidate recruitment for the 2022 election, noting that all positions 

(federal, state and county) are currently held by Republicans. 

• Glen and Linda Rider, along with Cindy Duhon, addressed postcards to registered 

Democrats in Saline County. 

• The club will have a booth at the Business Expo in Benton on May 14. 

 

Glen Rider made a motion to purchase two tables (six people per table) for the Kickin’ Blue 

event for a total cost of $360. Nancy Baumgartner seconded the motion, and it passed 

unanimously. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 



July Quarterly Meeting: The July event will be held at the DeSoto Club on July 23, 3 to 6 p.m. A 

$40 ticket price was tentatively set, pending discussion with the caterer.  

 

A couple of themes were suggested – “Biden Our Time,” “Building Back Better” and “Surfing the 

Wave” – but no decisions were made. Ideas should be sent to Jane ASAP, so artwork can be 

prepared and ticket sales started. 

 

In addition to the dinner and auction, it was suggested to have the Democratic gubernatorial 

candidates give BRIEF talks. 

 

October Quarterly Meeting: Both the Coronado Center and the Balboa Pavilion have been 

booked for the Oktoberfest event, which will be a dog parade and contest. Musicians have been 

booked and the catering will be done by Clampit’s.  

  

New Business 

 

Jane Browning made a motion to purchase a list of the registered Democratic voters in Hot 

Springs Village from the state party for $50. Linda Ragsdale second the motion and it was 

unanimously approved. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Mary Eliades, secretary 


