
Democratic Club of Hot Springs Village 

Meeting of the Board of Directors 

March 8, 2021 

via Zoom 

 

 

Board members present: Jane Browning, Glen Rider, Linda Ragsdale, Peggy McCoy, Mary 

Eliades, Nancy Baumgartner, Lisa Malmin and Deb Bryan  

 

Board members absent: Terry Baumgartner and Nancy Jag-Nathan 

 

President Jane Browning called the meeting to order at 12:36 p.m. 

 

Two additions were made to the agenda: vice president’s report and club credit card. 

 

Secretary: The minutes of the Feb. 8 meeting were approved, with no corrections or additions. 

 

President’s report (Jane Browning): 

• The Arkansas legislature “has wreaked havoc” with regressive laws on abortion, “stand 

your ground” and voter ID.  

• Jane, Linda and Peggy Zoom-chatted with Tyler Draper, a young operative in the 

Democratic party and a state party board member, about organizing local campaigns and 

the workings of the state Democratic party. 

• Committees are making progress. 

• Jane wrote a new message for the website. 

 

Treasurer’s report: Treasurer Nancy Baumgartner presented a summary of financials through Feb. 

2021. With a beginning balance of $4,817, total revenue of $670, and expenses of $376, the 

ending balance on Feb. 28 is $5,111.  

 

After receiving input from committees, Nancy also prepared a budget for 2021. After discussion 

of a few items, Nancy will make changes and submit to the board next week. 

 

Membership report (Peg McCoy):  

• We currently have 442 active members (36 lifetime, 403 active paid, 3 comp). 

• There are 24 Century Club members. 

 

Vice president’s report: Linda Ragsdale’s report focused on upcoming meetings (see below). 

 

Communications committee (Lisa Malmin): 

• The Club will begin using Printful for online merchandising. Lisa has identified many items 

that we can sell and explained how the process will work. She will work with Nancy 

Baumgartner, Nancy Jag-Nathan and Deb Bryan to determine prices. 

• A new president’s message has been posted on the website. 

• Donations are coming in for the billboard. 

• Facebook membership has increased to 216. 

• Two e-blasts were sent via Mailchimp: Take Action and a February update. 

 



Lisa explained the need for a Club credit card to facilitate the Printful transactions and moved to 

get a card from Regions Bank. Glen Rider seconded the motion, and it was unanimously 

approved. Nancy Baumgartner will meet with the bank next week to discuss options. 

 

It was agreed by the board to purchase five (5) sign holders for $750. 

 

Governmental Affairs Committee (Glen Rider): The committee consists of Glen, Jane, Linda 

Rider, Steve Rittenmeyer and two other volunteers. An organizing meeting will be held soon. 

 

Garland County report (Linda Ragsdale): 

• The Club met Feb. 24, with special guest Arkansas House Minority Leader Tippi 

McCullough, who shared legislative updates and information on how to advance the 

Democratic platform and party. 

• The next meeting will be March 17 at 5:30, with Sen. Greg Leding of Fayetteville. 

• Linda is the new president of the Virginia Clinton Kelley (VCK) club, which meets 

monthly on the fourth Tuesday evening. 

 

Saline County report (Glen Rider): 

• There was no March 1 meeting. 

• The Club made a video – “Why Am I a Democrat?” – which may be a good program for 

our club. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

April: The Balboa Pavilion has been reserved for the April 23 meeting. We will have food and 

drinks – probably hot dogs, in recognition of National Picnic Day. A suggestion was made to ask 

Anaïs Troadec to provide a legislative update – Linda will contact her. A 50-50 raffle will be 

held. 

 

July: The theme for the July 23 meeting will be National Vanilla Ice Cream Day. Suggestions 

were made to have a silent auction, with around 30 “nice” items, and a raffle. The Coronado 

Center has been booked. The fundraising team will come up with a plan to handle Covid 

concerns. Program ideas are being solicited; Jane suggested we focus on how to “fix” the 

Democratic party in Arkansas.  

 

October: The Club will host a Halloween-themed dog show and parade, with a $15 entry fee, at 

Balboa Pavilion.  

  

New Business 

 

Covid vaccinations: A suggestion was made to include information on vaccination locations on 

the website. 

 

Board meetings: We will return to in-person board meetings in April. 

 

Bylaws: Jane will send Mary Eliades her marked-up copy of the bylaws for recording and 

distribution. 

 



The meeting was adjourned at 1:59 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Mary Eliades, secretary 


