
Democratic Club of Hot Springs Village 

Meeting of the Board of Directors 

Feb. 8, 2021 

via Zoom 

 

 

Board members present: Jane Browning, Glen Rider, Linda Ragsdale, Peggy McCoy, Mary 

Eliades, Nancy Baumgartner, Lisa Malmin, Deb Bryan and Nancy Jag-Nathan,  

 

Board members absent: Terry Baumgartner 

 

President Jane Browning called the meeting to order at 12:37 p.m. 

 

Secretary: The minutes of the Jan. 14 meeting were approved, with no corrections or additions. 

 

President’s report (Jane Browning): 

• The Club hosted an Inaugural Zoom Ball with guest speaker William Hanson, with 25 

guests attending. 

• Jane, Mary Eliades, Nancy Baumgartner and Colleen Boardman met to draft a budget for 

2021. $5,000 has already been contributed to the PAC, so “there is little pressure for 

fundraising other than to cover our own expenses.” The billboard will cost $3,600 for the 

year and funds will be required for quarterly membership meetings. The final budget will 

be determined when the committees submit their requests. 

• The Arkansas legislature is in session and Jane has been alerting Club members when 

urgent action is needed. Democrats Ashley Hudson in the House and Clarke Tucker in the 

Senate publish regular newsletters with up-to-the-minute information. 

 

Treasurer’s report: Treasurer Nancy Baumgartner presented a summary of financials through Jan. 

2021. With a beginning balance of $7,794, total revenue of $2,339, and expenses of $5,316, the 

ending balance on Jan. 31 is $4,817. Nancy noted that we already have a $100 PAC donation for 

2022. 

 

Membership report (Peg McCoy):  

• We currently have 435 active members (36 lifetime, 396 active paid, 3 comp). 

• There are 32 Century Club members (3 new). 

• In January, members were sent renewal notices, with a great response. 

• This is the first year we’ve had continuous membership monitoring (thanks, Peg!); Glen 

Rider mentioned that it’s a much better way to handle renewals than trying to do it at 

membership meetings. 

• Members can now opt for reccurring payments on the website. 

 

Communications committee (Lisa Malmin): 

• Changes were made to the website, including a “billboard backers” donate button.  

• The billboard is back up after a “clerical mistake” on the part of Carter Signs. Donations 

are starting to come in for support. 

• We have 205 Facebook members, with an 80% increase in posts. Many requests to join 

have been denied after researching profiles (fictitious accounts, bots or trolls). Comments 

and reactions numbered 2,233. 



• The quarterly newsletter was sent January 15 via email; 17 printed newsletters were 

mailed. 

• Three e-blasts were sent via Mailchimp: Inauguration Ball and yard signs (Jan. 10), 

newsletter (Jan. 15), miscellaneous stuff (Jan. 31). 

• Lisa mentioned the possibility of using Printful to generate on-demand t-shirts and other 

products; need to discuss further. 

 

Fundraising: Various suggestions were made for fundraising, including a dog show, direct 

solicitation (which was very successful last year), and an online auction. Linda Ragsdale suggested 

the need for a goal or target (i.e., specific candidate or issue), and Jane mentioned backing Susan 

Inman as a possible candidate for governor. 

 

Governmental Affairs Committee (Glen Rider): Glen listed to-do items for the committee: 

establish scope and function, look for volunteers, create list of organizations to be addressed. 

 

Jane added that the committee needs to focus on legislative issues. 

 

Garland County report (Linda Ragsdale):  

• The Club met on Jan. 20 and elected officers and an executive committee. 

• Kay Ekey was elected to serve on the Garland County Election Committee, replacing 

Elmer Beard. 

• Linda reminded the board that the presidents of the Virginia Clinton Kelley Women’s 

Club and the Democratic Club of HSV are ex-officio members of the Garland County 

Democratic Club board.  

• The next meeting will be Feb. 17 at 5:30 via Zoom, with special guest Arkansas House 

Democratic Minority Leader Tippi McCullough, who will share legislative updates and 

information on how to advance the platform and party. 

 

Saline County report (Glen Rider): 

• The group met on Feb. 1 to discuss committees and look for volunteers. 

• Amanda Goff is organizing a chapter of the Arkansas Federation of Democratic Women. 

• Discussions included Black History Month, membership and fundraising. 

 

New Business 

 

Quarterly meetings: The dates for quarterly meetings are April 23, July 23 and Oct. 22. Nancy 

Baumgartner presented information about costs for the Balboa Pavilion, Cortez Pavilion, Grove 

Park and the Coronado Center.  

 

It was agreed to reserve Balboa Pavilion for April and both the Balboa Pavilion and the 

Coronado Center for July and October. 

 

Lisa Malmin asked to be assigned to come up with a theme for the April meeting – possibly a 

movie night. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:46 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Mary Eliades, secretary 


