
Democratic Club of Hot Springs Village 

Meeting of the Board of Directors 

August 9, 2021 

 

 

Board members present: Jane Browning, Mary Eliades, Lisa Malmin, Nancy Baumgartner, Linda 

Ragsdale, Peg McCoy, Linda McAteer and Deb Bryan 

 

Board members absent: Terry Baumgartner and Nancy Jag-Nathan 

 

President Jane Browning called the meeting to order at 12:38 p.m. 

 

The agenda was approved, with the addition of “merchandise” under unfinished business. 

 

Secretary: The minutes of the July 12 meeting were approved, with no corrections or additions. 

 

President’s report (Jane Browning): 

• Jane was the guest speaker at the July meeting of the Garland County Democratic Party, 

where she gave a recap of the 2021 legislative session.  

• Reflecting on goals for 2021, Jane summarized some of the highlights to date, which 

included advertising and billboard, informative newsletters, increased membership, ties to 

Democratic groups across the state, participation in Village events, successful fundraising 

event, creation of new governmental affairs committee, and distribution of “vaccinated” 

wristbands. 

• Jane has been in contact with gubernatorial candidate Dr. Chris Brown, hoping to bring 

him to our October meeting. 

• Jane has been approached by various candidates about attending Club events.  

 

Treasurer’s report (Nancy Baumgartner):  With a beginning balance of $5,065, revenue of 

$11,435, and expenses of $7,315, the ending balance on July 31 was $9,925. Total revenue for 

the year is $19,411, with $18,023 in expenses.   

 

Nancy presented preliminary numbers for the fundraiser, which netted $4,816. 

 

The Club bought a table for the Clark County fundraising dinner, which was cancelled. The 

board voted to donate the money ($400) to the group.   

 

Membership report (Peg McCoy):  

• We currently have 481 active members (37 lifetime, 440 active paid, 4 comp). 

• There are 30 Century Club members. 

 

Communications committee (Lisa Malmin): 

• The Club was featured in an article in the Voice by Mary Eliades. 

• $3,450 has been donated for the billboard (with a goal of $3,600). Lisa asked if we 

should keep the same billboard design for next year or come up with a new one, and 

Jane suggested we ask members for ideas. 

• Thanks to Marinda and Fred Longino for putting out meeting signs. 

• The July newsletter was sent out, with 625 opens. 

 



Fundraising committee (Linda Ragsdale and Nancy Baumgartner): 

• Attendance was 140 people, including several Democratic candidates. 

• Eighty-five items were received for the silent auction, as well as a $500 donation from 

Southern Floor. 

• Everything went smoothly, with many members commenting that it was the best event 

we’ve ever had. 

 

Governmental Affairs Committee (Gary Clingman)  

• Linda McAteer will serve as the Saline County liaison. 

• Steve Rittenmeyer will try to join the POA governmental affairs committee; if the 

committee is full, he will at least attend the meetings. 

• Gary received a proposal to raise funds for the Veterans Memorial, but the board 

declined to participate. 

 

Garland County report (Jane Browning): Jane attended the Zoom meeting (actually, she WAS 

the meeting), where she presented a recap of the disastrous 2021 legislative session.  

 

Saline County report (Linda McAteer): 

• Three candidates (James Russell, Darlene Gaines, Josh Price) gave presentations at the 

Aug. 2 meeting. 

• Amanda Goff is hoping to re-start the Saline County Democratic Women. 

• A new website will be created, and internet installed in the office. 

• Volunteers are needed for voter registration events. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

October Quarterly Meeting: The meeting will be Oct. 22 at the Balboa Pavilion. It will include a 

dog Halloween costume parade and Oktoberfest celebration, catered by Clampit’s. Dr. Chris 

Brown is expected to make an appearance. 

 

Restoration of Blue Plate Specials: We’re hoping to have a luncheon in September, possibly via 

Zoom.   

 

Nominating committee: Linda Ragsdale will chair a nominating committee to select candidates 

for next year’s board. Mary Eliades and Deb Bryan will also serve on the committee. 

 

Merchandise: Lisa recommended that we purchase more “vaccinated” wristbands, and it was 

approved. 

 

New Business 

Board appointments: Jane appointed Linda McAteer as Saline County representative, and Gary 

Clingman as governmental affairs chair. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:53 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mary Eliades, secretary 


