
Democratic Club of Hot Springs Village 

Meeting of the Board of Directors 

April 12, 2021 

 

 

Board members present: Jane Browning, Glen Rider, Linda Ragsdale, Mary Eliades, Nancy 

Baumgartner, Lisa Malmin and Terry Baumgartner and Peg McCoy (by telephone)  

 

Board members absent: Nancy Jag-Nathan and Deb Bryan 

 

President Jane Browning called the meeting to order at 12:35 p.m. 

 

Secretary: The minutes of the March 8 meeting were approved, with no corrections or additions. 

 

President’s report (Jane Browning): 

• The budget committee met to compile a 2021 budget for presentation to the board. 

• The events committee met to plan the April quarterly meeting and sketch plans for the 

July and October meetings. 

• The Arkansas legislature is following the “template laid out by national conservative 

organizations” and our mission is clearer than ever: We need more Democrats in the state 

legislature. 

• Board members are well represented in Democratic organizations throughout the state. 

Linda Ragsdale is now president of the VCK group, both Linda and Nancy participated in 

the statewide Women in Blue event, and Glen Rider is active in the Saline County party 

organization. 

 

Treasurer’s report: Treasurer Nancy Baumgartner presented a summary of financials through 

March 2021. With a beginning balance of $5,111, total revenue of $605, and expenses of $5, the 

ending balance on March 31 of $5,711. Nancy reported that the balance to date, after the 

purchase of sign frames, is $4,410.60.  

 

Nancy Baumgartner made a motion to approve the 2021 budget; it was seconded by Linda 

Ragsdale and unanimously approved. 

 

Nancy obtained a Club debit/credit card for purchases and ease of use with Printful. 

 

Membership report (Peg McCoy):  

• We currently have 445 active members (36 lifetime, 405 active paid, 4 comp). 

• There are 29 Century Club members. 

 

Communications committee (Lisa Malmin): 

• The Club will be using Printful for online merchandise purchases. Prices have been set and 

financial arrangements made for order fulfillment and direct deposit. Items leftover from 

the original store will be sold at club events. Gift certificates will be available. 

• An RSVP option has been added to the website to facilitate accurate counts for catering. 

• Donations continue to come in for the billboard. 

• Five new sign frames have been received; graphics and posters were created and printed 

for the signs. 



• Facebook membership has increased to 225.  

• The April newsletter is in production. 

• An e-blast will be coming out soon with information on the quarterly meeting, the April 

17 Business Expo, billboard sponsorship, etc. 

 

It was agreed by the board that advertising can be made available for the newsletter. 

 

Governmental Affairs Committee (Glen Rider): The committee consists of Glen, Jane, Linda 

Ragsdale, Steve Rittenmeyer, Judy Zitko and Gary Clingman. An organizational meeting was held 

March 18 to discuss committee goals. Specific areas discussed included identifying political 

candidates for the next election, monitoring and supporting HR1, gerrymandering, and increased 

activity by the Club in the local POA. 

 

Committee members were asked to identify three specific activities/issues for the committee to 

address prior to the next meeting. 

 

Garland County report (Linda Ragsdale): 

• Sen. Greg Leding was the guest speaker at the March meeting, and he gave a rundown on 

state legislation. 

• Sen. Clarke Tucker will be the speaker at the April 21 meeting – “Where Do We Go from 

Here” is the topic. 

 

Saline County report (Glen Rider): 

• The group met April 4 and heard a short legislative update from the club president. 

• Amanda Goff is organizing a Saline County Democratic Women’s Committee, with the 

first meeting scheduled for April 12. 

• On April 10 the group will decorate the party headquarters window with an Earth Day 

theme. 

• The annual Kickin’ Blue dinner is scheduled for Friday, June 4, at the Saline County 

Fairgrounds. The theme is “Denim & Democrats;” the menu is BBQ; tickets are $30; no 

liquor. 

• On April 15 the group is holding a postcard party at headquarters, wine and snacks 

provided.  

 

Unfinished Business 

 

April: The meeting will be held at the Balboa Pavilion, with food from Subway; we will provide 

wine and beer. Nancy is working on music for the event and rounding up volunteers. There will 

be tables for registration, merchandise, membership, etc. 

 

July: The July event will be held at the DeSoto Club. 

 

October: The Club will host a Halloween-themed dog show and parade, with a $15 entry fee, at 

Balboa Pavilion.  

  

New Business 

 



Business Expo: Nancy will set up a booth for the April 17 Business Expo, which will run from 9 

a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:02 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Mary Eliades, secretary 


