
NOVEMBER 3, 2020 BALLOT ISSUES
ISSUE # 1

0.5% Sales Tax for State Highways and Bridges, County Roads, City Streets, Bridges, and 
Other Surface Transportation

Ballot Title:
An amendment to the Arkansas Constitution to continue a levy of a one-half percent sales and 
use tax for state highways and bridges; county roads, bridges, and other surface transportation; 
and city streets, bridges, and other surface transportation after the retirement of the bonds 
authorized in Arkansas Constitution, Amendment 91, as special revenue to be distributed under 
the Arkansas Highway Revenue Distribution Law.

What is being proposed? This ballot initiative proposes making permanent a 0.5% state sales tax 
that currently helps fund Arkansas’s four-lane highway system, county roads, and city streets, 
by amending the Arkansas Constitution to include the tax. The existing 0.5% sales tax, which is 
used partially to repay highway, road and street bonds, is set to expire in June 2023.

What does your vote mean?

ISSUE # 2
Changing General Assembly Term Limits and Allowing Re-Election Upon a Break in Service  
BALLOT TITLE: A constitutional amendment to be known as the “Arkansas Term Limits 
Amendment”; and amending the term limits applicable to members of the General Assembly. 

What is being proposed? 
This amendment asks voters to change term limits for the General Assembly as described 
in Amendment 73 of the Arkansas Constitution. If approved by the voters, this amendment 
would eliminate life-time term limits but require breaks in service for future state senators and 
representatives. Specifically, this amendment would:

• Remove life-time term limits for state legislators.
• Prohibit future legislators from serving more than 12 years in a row. Legislators who serve 

the full 12 years consecutively would be allowed to hold office again once four years have 
passed since their last term expired.

• Include two-year senate terms resulting from apportionment after a census in calculating 
the years of consecutive service for legislators elected after Jan. 1, 2021. Currently, this 
two-year partial term does not count toward term limits. 

• Allow current legislators and any legislator elected this November to serve under the 
current term limit amendment, which allows them to serve 16.

What does your vote mean?

ISSUE #3
Changing Arkansas’ Citizen Initiative Process, Votes Required for Legislative Proposals, and 
Publication Requirements

BALLOT TITLE: 
An amendment to the Arkansas Constitution to amend the process for the submission, challenge, 
and approval of proposed initiated acts,constitutional amendments, and referenda.

What is being proposed? 
Voters are being asked to approve changes to Arkansas’ citizen initiative process, the number 
of votes required for legislative ballot issues, and publication requirements for legislative 
ballot titles. Specifically, this amendment would change Article 5, Section 1 of the Arkansas 
Constitution, known as “Initiatives and Referendum.” 

What does your vote mean?

For the full Voter Guide and worksheet, go to:
www.uaex.edu/business-communities/voter-education/

docs/2020ArkansasBallotIssueVoterGuide_Accessible.pdf

An AGAINST vote means you are not in favor of changing the Arkansas 
Constitution to include a statewide 0.5% sales and use tax for state 
highways and bridges, county and city streets, bridges and other surface 
transportation.

A FOR vote means you are in favor of changing the Arkansas Constitution 
to include a permanent statewide 0.5% sales and use tax for state 
highways and bridges, county and city streets, bridges and other surface 
transportation.

An AGAINST vote means you are not in favor of changing the Arkansas 
Constitution regarding term limits and want to maintain the existing life-time 
limit of serving up to 16 years in the Arkansas House of Representatives or 
Senate.

A FOR vote means you are in favor of changing the Arkansas Constitution 
regarding term limits. This includes removing life-time limits for legislators; 
allowing current legislators and those elected in November to serve under 
existing term limits; setting a limit of 12 consecutive years of service for 
legislators elected after 2020; allowing legislators who reach the 12-year 
limit to serve again once four years have passed since their last term 
ended; and explaining how partial terms from apportionment are handled 
when calculating a legislator’s consecutive years of service.

An AGAINST vote means you are not in favor of changing the Arkansas
Constitution regarding the process for the submission, challenge, and 
approval of proposed initiated acts, constitutional amendments, and 
referenda.

A FOR vote means you are in favor of changing the Arkansas Constitution 
regarding the process for the submission, challenge, and approval of 
proposed initiated acts, constitutional amendments, and referenda. This 
includes moving up the date voter petitions are due, increasing the number 
of counties where voter signatures must be collected for all citizen-initiated 
ballot measures, establishing a deadline for lawsuits challenging ballot 
measures, eliminating extra time allowed to collect additional voter
signatures at the state and local level and increasing the number of votes 
from state lawmakers to place their proposals on the ballot.


