
Internet in a time of plague
extends poets’ reach: poets 

Timuel Black will be the first inductee
when the Illinois Black Hall of Fame
opens at Governors State University. ...
Steve Wiegenstein’s Scattered Lights, a
collection of short stories, on March 2
was named a finalist for the 2021
PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction. ... On

Feb. 22, author Bruce
Rosenstein wrote,
“Dave Hoekstra’s riv-
eting new documen-
tary “The Center of
Nowhere: The Spirit &
Sounds of Springfield,
Missouri,” manages to
weave together many
strands of sight, sound

and place. It revolves around the almost
impossibly rich music of Springfield,
Missouri, during the past 70 or so years,
and the super-talented people who have
made and produced it.” ... Ray
Boomhower has an upcoming book
about World War II correspondent
Richard Tregaskis to be published by the
University of New
Mexico Press in
November. ... Former
Midland Authors
Board Member Arnie
Bernstein was on The
Bookshop Podcast
talking about his work
at his favorite indie
bookshop, Bookies, in
Chicago’s Beverly neighborhood. ...
Sandra M. Colbert (See Literary Latest,
Page 5) was interviewed on Playtime
with Bill Turck and Kerri Kendall on
WCGO-AM in March, discussing her
new collection of short stories,
Reflections and Echoes, among other
things. ... Mary Kay Shanley sent
Literary License a postcard saying: “After
a writing career that started when I was
age 13, & after 15 books and traveling
forever – I’m done. It was a journey of
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Poetry reading has prospered in some
ways during the year of the pan-
demic, poets said on March 9 at the

monthly program of the Society of
Midland Authors, which was held via
Zoom.

David Radavich moderated the panel,
which also included Angela Jackson,
Grace Bauer and Lisa Fay Coutley. 

“It has been a year of transformation
this past year,” said Radavich, author of
America Abroad: An Epic of Discovery
and other works. “Back in 2003-04, the
war in Iraq was raging and there was just
this wonderful fluorescence of war poetry.
... It was the greatest fluorescence of war
poetry, I think, since World War I. And
then I turned around and thought: This
was the first major American war for
which we had the internet. I published
poems in Tunisia and in Turkey and
Australia. People were publishing in all
these places that the internet made possi-
ble.” 

Bauer, author of Unholy Heart: New
and Selected Poems and other works,
said, “One of the things that I would say
... right at this moment: If there is any-
thing good [that came out] of this horrific
time, it is that so any people have done
Zoom poetry readings. I have ‘gone’ to

readings on Zoom where there are not
only people from all over the country par-
ticipating, but also people from all over
the world.”

Jackson, Illinois Poet Laureate since
2020 and author of Seems Like a Mightly
Long Time and other works, said she
attended a reading based in New York
that was done “so beautifully.” During the
reading, a poet would read in one location
and then be followed by a poet in a differ-
ent location.  

Coutley, author of tether and other
works, said the Internet allows people to
“showcase a whole different kind of poet-
ry, things that are relying on digital
media, things that you wouldn’t be able to
see otherwise, things that can’t actually
happen on the printed, physical page. In
that way, it creates a larger arena for peo-
ple.”

Radavich said the internet has allowed
for the rise of new online poetry publica-
tions that couldn’t exist if they had to pay
traditional start-up costs. But some charge
fees for poets to submit their work, he
said.

Bauer said she doesn’t mind a nominal
submission fee of, say, $2, because poets
in the past had to pay roughly that amount
to print out their submission and mail it,
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joy. Now, I get to do whatever I want.” ...
David Witter and his book Oldest
Chicago were featured on WGN Radio,
celebrating Chicago's 184th birthday.
David spoke about the entities that have
remained since before the city was incor-

porated. ... Linda
Gartz was scheduled
to speak virtually on
March 18 about the
history of redlining
and Chicago neighbor-
hoods. ... Norbert
Krapf, former Indiana
Poet Laureate, has
recently recorded two

podcasts: 1) “Poetry and Place,” with a
focus on his recent Southwest by
Midwest, with Poetry on Brick Street
(https://spoti.fi/38aW8pU), and 2)
Finding Your Voice, mainly for students
at Ivy Tech Community College
Indianapolis who would like to get started
in submitting poems to their annual poet-
ry contest. ... Kathleen A. Stevenson
tweets to say: “Character in a novel I
most physically resemble after one year
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Norbert Krapf

along with an SASE. 
“But I have seen some places where the

fees are like $5, $6, $7 just to submit to a
journal, and that just seems a lot to me.
For some younger poets, it could be pro-
hibitive,” she said.

Radavich said there also has been a flu-
orescence of previously marginalized
poets. 

“This year, Grace
and I were judges in
the Society of
Midland Authors
poetry contest and I
remember two books
that had Native
American languages
in them with transla-
tion. This is real exciting to me. ... Poetry
in Native American languages, that is
wonderful. We have access to that now
that we didn’t have.”

Jackson said another change was the
emergence of poetry slams, which began
in Chicago at the Green Mill under the
leadership of Marc Smith.

“That created another whole environ-
ment that spread through the country,”
Jackson said. “Major slam poets became
accomplished poets, literary poets. ...
They transformed the whole scene.”

The pandemic also has brought change,
the panelists said.

“The way [the book I am writing] has
changed because the
loneliness and grief
that I felt before  has
been amplified. ...
There is a difference
between electing to be
alone and suddenly
being locked in my
house,” Coutley said.
“I don’t know if I

would have grown into another layer of
honesty and vulnerability if not for the
pandemic.”

Bauer said, “I think it is always neces-
sary to write about all kinds of human
experience.”

During the program, the panelists also
read selections from their work.

In trying to get Literary License out
the door in time for the slow-poke
Postal Service to deliver it on sched-

ule, we  locked up the March issue too
early to 
get Lisa Fay Coutley’s response to our
Q&A. 

Here are her answers, in time to go with
our report above on the Midland Authors
March poetry program.  

Literary License: Do you see a resur-
gence of interest in poetry, especially
among young people? 

Lisa Fay Coutley: In truth, I’m not
sure my two decades in the poetry world
have given me enough time to know if
there was a period in which young people
weren't interested in poetry, but I don't
believe I've seen any shift. I do think that
the visibility of younger poets, like
Amanda Gorman, demonstrates to the
public that young people continue to be
socially active and aware, hoping to cre-
ate global change via the arts. 

Literary License: Has the way that

audiences access poetry changed as read-
ings – live or transmitted electronically –
join print? Has that shaped the poetry
that is being created today?

Lisa Fay Coutley: Certainly living in a
digital age has changed our lives, and
anything that changes our lives changes
the landscape of poetry. Now, given the
pandemic, we can attend poetry readings
any night of the week, and more than that
the poetry world has greater reach and
range and is able to be inclusive in all
ways, including poetry that relies on digi-
tal mediums. 

Literary License: Who are the poets
you read or listen to?

Lisa Fay Coutley: This year there have
been so many, really, via online readings,
but some of the most memorable have
included Tongo Eisen-Martin, Ross Gay,
Lillian-Yvonne Bertram, Diane Seuss,
Ilya Kaminsky, Claudia Rankine, and
Rosebud Ben-Oni. My go-to print poets
rarely change: Sylvia Plath, Larry Levis,
Jack Gilbert, Yusef Komunyakaa, Osip
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of social distancing: Miss Havisham in
Great Expectations.” ... Iliana Rocha has
two upcoming pieces in Grist Journal. ...
... In March, Keir Graff was the Chicago
Public Library’s “First Chapter Friday”
reader. Also, in his newsletter, Keir tells
us that “since January, I have been draft-
ing two books, one with Linda (our fourth

collaboration) and one
as a ghostwriter for a
client with a remark-
able story. I’m also
finalizing the outline
for my next middle-
grade novel and have
some extremely
intriguing projects on
the horizon. My life as

a novelist doesn’t at all resemble the
stereotype (tortured visionary toils for
years in solitude) – and I am immeasur-
ably grateful for that.” ... Michelle Cox
writes to say, “Hey, Gang! Just found out
that A Child Lost won first place for fic-
tion in the Illinois Woman’s Press
Association Awards!!  Now it advances to
Nationals! Wish me luck!” ... In March,
Jonathan Eig’s children’s book Some
Pigtails was named a finalist for the
INDIES award for juvenile fiction. ...
Anya Achtenberg writes to say, “I’m
happy to announce that I’ll be teaching
“Creative Writing for
Social Change: Re-
Dream a Just World,”
the first in my Re-
Dream Series, begin-
ning March 24. (I just
finished teaching a
shortened version for
the International
Women’s Writing
Guild’s Global Program. It was dynam-
ic!)” ... Dennis Byrne tells us he no
longer will send out emails alerting us to
new blog posts. “If you want to continue
reading, you’ll now need to go to The
Barbershop: Dennis Byrne, Proprietor.
https://www.chicagonow.com/dennis-
byrnes-barbershop. ... In mid-February,
the Board of Directors of the Chicago
Maritime Arts Center approved Midland
Authors Board Member Patrick
McBriarty as a member of the CMAC

board. ... Steve Paul moderated a Zoom
panel discussion for the Biographers
International Organization on the
“Biography of Creation: Writing About
Artists, Musicians and Culture.” The con-
versation featured authors of books about
Frida Kahlo, Kendrick Lamar, Otis
Redding and the Beatles. Steve is a BIO
board member and invites any SMA
members who are working on biographies
to consider joining at the the annual con-
ference, held online this year May 14-16.
Separately, Steve’s short essay about the
death of a source for his current biograph-
ical project appeared recently in KC
Studio magazine. ... On Feb. 26,
Bookriot.com listed Barb Rosenstock’s
Vincent Can’t Sleep as one of its “20
Biography Books for Kids to Help Them
Dream Big.” ... Wyatt Townley’s poem
“Staring at Nothing” ran in the December
Scientific American. ... On March 22, the
Publishing Triangle honored Robert
Fieseler with the 2021 Betty Berzon
Emerging Writer Award, primarily in
recognition of his debut book Tinderbox.
... The Chicago Reader ran “An
Encounter With Vicki Quade” on Jan. 6.
... In January, Trevy A.
McDonald received a
2021 MLK Unsung
Hero Award from the
University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill
for her steadfast com-
mitment to inclusion,
social justice, equity
and diversity through
her work as an associate professor and the
director of diversity, equity and inclusion
in the Hussman School of Journalism and
Media. ... On March 29, Rebecca Johns
tweeted to say, “In the past week, I wrote
54 pages. Fifty. Four.” ... Steve Wingate’s
The Leave-Takers was the University of
Nebraska Press’ Book Trailer of the Day
on March 4. In an interview with Chicago
Review of Books, Steve said, “My intent
isn’t regional, but my expression is. I don’t
want people to think of work that emerges
from the flyover region as something sep-
arate from what literature does – and has
always done.” ... On March 12, Carol
Felsenthal tweeted to say, “Had a chance
to talk to Tim O’Brien @ShapingOpinion.
on his excellent weekly podcast. The sub-
ject was Alice Roosevelt Longworth.

Among my biography subjects, the
daughter of Pres TR was my favorite –  a
life sad, poignant & enormously entertain-
ing.” ... On March 12
on ABC’s “20/20,”
Scott Turow talked
about a wrongful con-
viction in the 1996
murder of Angie
Dodge. ... Natalie Y.
Moore held a fireside
chat with Eve Ewing
on March 1 on Zoom.
Also, Eve and Natalie both were named
USA fellows by United States Artists for
2021 ... The March 20 New York Times
Book Review reviewed Thomas Dyja’s
New York, New York, New York (See
Literary Latest, March 2021). ... On Jan.
6, KC Studio published “Paris Time” by
Roderick Townley (See his new book in
Literary Latest, Page 5). KC Studio editor
Alice Thorson said it “offers readers a
thoughtful diversion in the cold winter
months.” ... KWBU, the public radio sta-
tion in Waco, Texas, referred to Robert
Marovich as a “legendary collector” of
gospel music. ... In These Times chatted
on YouTube with Rick Perlstein on
March 19. ... Rebecca Hazelton is work-
ing on a book of poems centered around
the role of the “husband” in contemporary
marriages and American masculinity. She
is also working on some experimental
essays about the #MeToo movement and
bisexuality and experimental essays. ... As
of May, when the Indianapolis anthology
publishes, Belt Publishing will have
anthologies including essays about 18
Midwest cities. ... Rick Kogan wrote
“John Wayne Gacy: New documentary
argues we don’t know the serial killer’s
whole story” for the March 25 Chicago
Tribune. ... Publishers  Weekly calls John
Galligan’s new
book, Bad Moon
Rising (Atria
Books, June 29,
2021), “Suspense-
ful. ... Readers will
root for Kick as the
action builds to a
satisfyingly hard-
edged denouement.
Fans of gritty rural
crime, such as Ace Atkins’ Quinn Colson
series, will be enthralled.”
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graphical novel, but it developed from
autobiographical elements. I share some
burdens with its protagonists, Jacob and
Laynie, who come together on the wind-
blown Great Plains of eastern South
Dakota to wrestle with their problems and
make their marriage work. There’s a big
history of addiction in my family, and I
gave that to Jacob and Laynie in the form

of a low-grade but
persistent struggle
with prescription
pharmaceuticals. I’ve
known grief over lost
family for almost my
whole life, so I gave
my protagonists the
burden of invasive
ghosts that seep into

all aspects of their lives.  
“Maybe because the material was close

to me, it took a long time to write this
novel – the earliest drafts go back to 2003
(though I didn’t work on it continuously).
It used to be set in Colorado, but it really
came into focus about three years ago
when I decided to set in in South Dakota,
where I’ve been living and teaching for a
decade. Moving the location from an
urban to a rural environment revealed
their emotional isolation and helped me
get deeper into their psyches. In retro-
spect, it’s as if the novel skated along the
surface of its plot for 15 years until I
brought it to South Dakota, where it

NEW POETRY BOOK

Linda Nemec Foster’s new poetry
book, The Blue Divide (New Issues Press,
April, 2021), has already garnered posi-
tive reviews, including one that recently
appeared in Publishers Weekly: “ ... Rich
with closely observed detail, narrative
depth and poignant historical reflections,
this is a generous and beautiful collec-

tion.” 
The book has also

been praised by such
poets as Jim Daniels,
Robert Fanning,
Laurel Blossom and
Cecilia Woloch (who
writes: “ ... Tender,
brutal, unflinching,
magical – these poems
[are] infused with the

holiness of the real and the mystery of
transcendence ... ”). 

Linda will be doing online programs,
readings and book launches throughout
this year (e.g., an off-site event in con-
junction with the AWP Conference). 

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL ELEMENTS

Here’s what Steve Wingate tells
Literary License about his new book, The
Leave-Takers (University of Nebraska
Press, March 1, 2021): 

“The Leave-Takers isn’t an autobio-

GROUND-LEVEL VIEW OF AMERICA

Love and Loss in Hollywood: Florence
Deshon, Max Eastman, and Charlie
Chaplin is edited by Cooper C. Graham
and Christoph Irmscher.

Irmsher tells Literary License: “Love
and Loss in Hollywood, just published by
Indiana University Press, tells the story of
Florence Deshon (1893-1922), an aspir-
ing movie actress from Tacoma, Wash-
ington, often regarded as one of the most
beautiful women of her time. Deshon had
already enjoyed some success in Vitagraph
movies in New York when the dashingly
handsome writer Max Eastman, editor of
the important socialist magazine The
Masses, fell head over heels in love with
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broke through the ice and let me dive
deeper into it.”

Midland Authors member Jonis Agee
wrote, “The Leave-Takers fairly crackles
with prose that strings sharp notes and
breathtaking lyricism into a finely
wrought tale of family struggle for sur-
vival on a hard land. These characters
take no prisoners, give as good as they
get, and never let go of the reader’s emo-
tions or each other. Wingate has written a
love song to the Dakota plains and every
dream you ever had and lost and rebuilt
again and again. A novel that demands to
be read and savored many times over!”
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‘INNOVATIVE VOLUME’

Here’s what Midland Authors member
Timothy J. Gilfoyle writes about City of
Lake and Prairie (University of Pittsburgh
Press, September, 2020), for which Ann
Durkin Keating was one of the editors. 

“We live in an age of climate change.
City of Lake and Prairie brings together
leading historians, geographers, and ecol-
ogists to explain not only Chicago’s envi-
ronmental history, but also the region’s
impact on larger North American land-
scapes. From the controlled prairie fires
initiated by Native Americans long before
the arrival of Europeans to the construc-
tion of Deep Tunnel at the turn of the
21st century, this innovative volume doc-
uments this rich and paradoxical past.
City of Lake and Prairie is required read-
ing for anyone interested in understand-
ing not only the Chicago region’s envi-
ronmental past, but also it’s very future.”

THIRD COLLECTION OF SHORT STORIES

“It must be this time in my life, without
realizing it, that I’ve begun to look back
on my life,” Sandra M. Colbert tells
Literary License about her new book,
Reflections and Echoes (Windy City
Publishers, Jan. 30, 2021).  

“I can remember early on, in my teens
and 20s when I would wonder about what

Continued from Page 4

her. Max left his wife, the activist Ida Rauh,
and his young son Daniel without ever look-
ing back. More committed to her career than
to her lover, Florence accepted an invita-
tion from Samuel Goldwyn and, in July
1919, relocated to Hollywood. During two
tempestuous years, Florence and Max
stayed in constant touch through the letters
and telegrams they exchanged, a priceless
collection now held by the Lilly Library
at Indiana University Bloomington.

“While Max remained in New York,
now as the editor of The Liberator,
Florence was cast in a variety of
Hollywood movies, most of which are
lost. The few that have survived, among
them ‘Dollars and Sense’ (1910) and ‘The
Loves of Letty’ (1919), show she was
lavishly talented and poised for greater
success. But, outspoken and headstrong,
she soon ran afoul of the Hollywood
moguls, who, as she wrote to Max, ‘do
nothing but brag about their power and
what they have done for girls and what
they could do for me.’ Separated by thou-
sands of miles, both Max and Florence
engaged in affairs, Max with the dancer
Lisa Duncan, of ‘Isadorables’ fame, and
Florence with Charlie Chaplin, who got
her pregnant (the child died in utero). She
was one of the earliest admirers of ‘The
Kid,’ a rough cut of which she watched in
the projection room in January 1920: ‘It is
wonderful wonderful. I cried and laughed
and smiled. ... ’  Florence’s story did not
end well – Goldwyn broke his contract
with her, for reasons that aren’t clear
today, and she returned to New York,
where she and Max bickered. Florence
died, 28 years old, on Feb. 4, 1922, likely
by her own hand.”

Edited, with extensive narrative com-
mentary, by the film historian Cooper
Graham and Irmscher, Eastman’s biogra-
pher, Love and Loss in Hollywood offers,
in the words of Nicholas Delbanco, “an
early 20th century version of the episto-
lary exchange between Abelard and
Héloïse.” Beyond Florence’s personal
narrative, her and Max’s letters also give
us, in the words of critic Katherine
Powers, “a revelatory, ground-level view
of America during the First World War

and its dark aftermath of economic reces-
sion, government repression, summary
imprisonment, xenophobia, race riots, and
lynchings.” Love and Loss also features
dozens of gorgeous photographs, many
published for the first time, among them
a series of lost portraits of Florence by
Vogue’s first fashion photographer
Adolph de Meyer (1868-1946).

was ahead of me. Where would I be in
my 30s and my 40s and so on? Now I’m
at the point now where I can say – So
that’s what happened!

“My characters are dealing with events
that altered their lives in a huge way or in
a very minor way. A wrong decision, a
chance encounter, a death and life can
veer off on a meandering path. The out-
come and how they dealt with these turn-
ing points became their stories.”

This is the third collection of short sto-
ries by Colbert – the first two being
Chicago Bound and Chicago Bound 2-
Time and Again. She is also the author of
the Kate Harrison crime series.

THIRD POETRY COLLECTION

Mozart’s Pigtail (BkMk Press,
University of Missouri-Kansas City, Oct.
20, 2020) is Roderick Townley’s third
full collection of poetry.

Townley also has written books in other
genres. From the publisher: “Mozart’s
Pigtail offers an evocative series of
poem-portraits of musicians, writers and
intimate friends. Townley honors these
meaningful connections in his life, and
readers experience how these subjects can
ignite a poet’s creative power.”
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Rachel Swearingen, the author of How
to Walk on Water and Other Stories (New
American Press, 2020), has had her sto-
ries appear in VICE; The Missouri Review;
Kenyon Press; Off Assignment; Agni,
American Short Fiction and elsewhere. 

How to Walk on Water and Other
Stories was the winner of the 2018 New

American Press Fiction Prize on Oct. 1.
She is the recipient of the 2015

Missouri Review Jeffrey E. Smith
Editors’ Prize in Fiction. She also is a
2012 Rona Jaffe Foundation Writers’
Award and the 2011 Mississippi Review
Prize in Fiction.    In 2019, she was
named one of “30 Writers to Watch” by
the Guild Literary Complex.

Swearingen holds a B.A. from the

University of
Wisconsin-Madison
and a Ph.D. from
Western Michigan
University.    

Swearingen teaches
at the School of the Art
Institute in Chicago. 

She was nominated
by Lynn Sloan.
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