
Inside stories: Award winners
discuss their writing process

Amazon.com breathlessly told Robert
Loerzel, “We have found something you
might like.” It turned out to be a book
Robert wrote. ... The National Park
Service’s Underground Railroad Network
to Freedom Program is initiating a story
hour, at which Glennette Tilley Turner’s
Fort Mose: And the Story of the Man
Who Built the First Free Black Settlement

in Colonial America
will be read. Also,
Glennette writes to
say, Abrams has
announced Nov. 20-21
is the publication date
for her newest book.
It’s a biography of an
African-American
Seminole Chief by the
name of John Horse.

... Dan Dinello published two new stories
on Juan Cole’s website Informed
Comment: “A Confederacy of Vigilantes:
White Supremacists Attack BLM
Protesters, Prepare to Defend Trump’s
Theft of the Presidency” and “Warped
Speed: Trump’s Push for a Quick Vaccine
Destroys Public Trust.” ... Peter
Copeland’s Midland Authors award-win-
ning book Finding the News and Dan
Burns’ Grace: Stories and a Novella
were named finalists for the Chicago
Writers Association’s book of the year.
Past winners have included Devin
Murphy, Cheryl Reed, Linda Gartz,
Christine Sneed, Mary Wisniewski,
Ethan Michaeli, Pat Colander, James
Finn Garner, Rebecca Makkai, David
W. Berner, Patricia Ann McNair and
Richard Lindberg. ... Midland Authors
Board Member Dominic Pacyga writes
to say: “I have been awarded the Oscar
Halecki Award by the Polish American
Historical Association for the best book
on a Polish American topic in 2019. This
is for my book American Warsaw: The
Rise, Fall, and Rebirth of Polish
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Normally, winners of Midland
Authors book awards discuss their
work at the annual dinner in May.

Last May, though, such a large gathering
was not permitted under COVID-19
restrictions.

But on Oct. 13, the winning authors
chatted about their award-winning titles in
a Zoom program hosted by Midland
Authors awards chair Marlene Targ
Brill. 

Here’s what they told us: 
Tim Johnston, winner of the Adult

Fiction Award for The Current:  

“My book [has been categorized] as a
crime thriller or a literary thriller. I think
of it more as just a novel.

“It takes place in a small town in
Minnesota, and it really originated with
with a short story I wrote many years ago,
which is the first crime that takes place 10
years in the past. And then I built a cur-
rent story around ... the sort of same
town, the same sort of river where the
first crime took place. Then I tried to
make those two times, those two events,

matter to each other. I’m not a big plotter.
I kind of figured it out as I went. And that
is how the novel came about. It’s a sec-
ond novel. I have another novel coming
out in 2015. I think this one is a little
more complex, a little more ambitious.”

David Treuer winner of the Richard
Frisbie Award for Adult Nonfiction for
The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee: 

“It took me five years to write this
book, and it is nearly 600 pages long. 

“The book is a followup ... to Dee
Brown’s flawed classic, Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee. In his book, published 50
years ago this year, he said on the first
page that his was a book about the
American West and the Plains Wars, and
it ends in 1890 with the massacre at
Wounded Knee, where the cultural and
civilization of American Indians was
destroyed. My book is a followup and
counter-narrative. ... My book explores in
the ways our cultures and civilizations
were not destroyed in 1890 and that we
have been living and working and striving
and succeeding ever since.” 
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Chicago. American Warsaw also won the
Superior Achievement Award from the
Illinois State Historical Society.” ...
Robert Fieseler’s book Tinderbox won
the 2020 Devil’s Kitchen Reading Award
in Nonfiction Prose from the Department
of English at Southern Illinois University
Carbondale and Grassroots, SIUC’s
undergraduate creative magazine. Among
past winners are Patricia Ann McNair,
Susanna Childress and Donald Ray
Pollock. ... On Oct. 4, Fleda Brown
wrote of a poem by Midland Authors
award winner Richard Jones: “A poem
that’s so personal, it reads like I wrote it.”
... Edward Gordon will publish a white
paper early next year aimed mostly at
parents and small business owners. The
paper, Edward says, will report the jobs
situation “continues to be very dire in
terms of the education of the work force
and what the requirements are going to be
for the jobs that are being created vs. the
jobs that are getting wiped out.” ... Jim
Schwab was the moderator for a Making
Mitigation Work webinar of the Natural
Hazards Center (University of Colorado)
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Andrea Warren, winner of the
Children’s Reading Round Table Award
for Children’s Nonfiction for Enemy Child:

“In 2014, I was in Cody, Wyoming, fin-
ishing research for my last book.”

There, Warren saw a notice for the
opening of an interpretive center for a
World War II-era Japanese-American
internment camp, and she decided to go. 

“From the moment I came in sight of
this vast plain with rolling sagebrush ... I
was completely intrigued.” 

She saw a display about Cabinet mem-
ber and former U.S. Rep. Norman Mineta,
who became the subject of the book, but
getting him on board “was no easy thing.” 

Heather Shumaker, winner of the
Children’s Fiction Award for The Griffins
at Castle Cary:

“My book is the kind of book I wanted
to read a lot when I was kid, a book that
would get kids excited about reading
because I think whatever story they are
reading they need to be excited and want
to turn the page.”

Shumaker’s three previous books were
nonfiction titles for adults, but her heart
has always been in books for children.  

“This book idea came to me while I
was cross-country skiing,” she said.

Schumaker said she extensively
researched the book to get the details right. 

“It took me five years to write this
book,” she said. 

Chelsea Wagenaar, winner of the
Poetry Award for The Spinning Place:

“These poems ... came to be over four
or five years. It didn’t take shape as a
book for a couple years. This was the
process for my first book as well.

“After the first couple years, I started
thinking: What narrative is happening
here and what are the holes, and what do
I need to fill this out? So I began to write
more toward the book. 

“The book is about naming and lan-
guage itself, motherhood and origins. ... It
was kind of a task I gave myself to come
to the page honestly. ... I kind of think of
the poems as about intimacy.”

Iliana Regan, winner of the Bernard J.
Brommel Award for Biography and
Memoir for the memoir Burn the Place:

“I grew up in a family of restaurateurs,
even though they have a lot of other jobs
as well. ... I used that as central theme
throughout, so if there is kind of one
string that holds the entire story together,
it does always come back to food.

“Unfortunately, with the pandemic, it
has put us all in different situations. My
restaurant has closed for the most part, it
is open for takeout.

“I am going to the [School of the] Art
Institute. I am going for my MFA in writ-
ing so I am back to being a student again
for the first time in 15 years.”
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on Oct. 13, discussing “20 Years of the
Disaster Mitigation Act,” with a panel of
three planners from FEMA, the State of
Wisconsin, and King County, Washington.

... A request repeated from the October
issue of Literary License: The Midland
Authors has an updated website, but many
of our authors have not updated their bios
lately. Please consider doing so or adding
a bio (the word limit is 500 words) if you
have not already posted one. ... On Nov. 5

David L. Harrison is receiving the inau-
gural Laura Ingalls Wilder Children’s
Literature Medal. Presentation and his
acceptance will be at the Ingalls home in
Mansfield, Missouri. ... Barbara
Gregorich reports she is back at work on
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Jill Long Thompson is a former con-
gresswoman from Indiana, a former
U.S.D.A. undersecretary and former

board chair and CEO of the Farm Credit
Administration. She is a visiting scholar
with the Ostrom Workshop at Indiana
University Bloomington and is the author
of The Character of American Democracy
(Indiana University Press, Sept 15, 2020).
Here’s what she tells Literary License:

Literary License: At a time when the
nation is so polarized, who is the audi-
ence you hope to reach with your message
that the nation’s future depends on ethical
leadership?

Jill Long Thompson: I am hoping to
reach a broad audience that includes civi-
cally engaged people
of all ages, in all walks
of life and across the
political spectrum. It is
also my hope that the
book will show us a
bipartisan way forward
in addressing the many
challenges we face.

Living in a democra-
cy means being a caretaker of democracy,
and we are all in this together. The citi-
zenry determines how good and strong we
will be as a society, and we must work
together to find our collective way for-
ward. That means we must show respect
for others, even those with whom we dis-
agree. 

There will always be disagreements on
policy issues, but I think there is broad
consensus that we are living in the great-
est democratic experiment in the history
of the world. I am hoping this book will
provide the incentive for all who read it to
remember that preserving and protecting
the character of American democracy is a
shared priority and that we must place

democratic principles above personal
ambition.  

Literary License: What was your inspi-
ration for writing The Character of
American Democracy?

Jill Long Thompson: Watching
President Trump conduct the people’s
business in ways that undermine democ-
racy inspired me to write this book. As
examples, his refusal to release his tax
returns or place his holdings in a blind
trust show a disregard for transparency
and fairness that are essential to the run-

ning of a democratic
government.  

For democracy to
work, public office
holders must not hold
financial interests that
conflict with the con-
scientious performance
of their duties because
the decisions made by

public officials must be in the public
interest, rather than in the public official’s
personal financial interest. 

Democracy is an ethical concept and
the process by which we adopt policy is
as important as the policy we adopt. In
the governing process there must be fair-
ness, equality of participation and trans-
parency, and our leaders must consider
the varied interests of all. President
Trump’s actions undermine these princi-
ples that form the very foundation of our
democratic nation. 

Literary License: Ethics in government
feels like such a vast topic. 

How did you pull all the threads togeth-

er to write this book?

Jill Long Thompson: I wanted it to be
a relatively short read, thinking that might
increase the likelihood that people would
finish reading it, so I limited the focus to
the relationship between democratic prin-
ciples and ethics principles. The six uni-
versally accepted pillars of character –
trustworthiness, respect, responsibility,
fairness, caring and citizenship – are the
threads that pull it together.

Literary License: Besides your experi-
ences as a member of Congress, how did
you research this book?

Jill Long Thompson: My experience
as an independent prudential regulator at
the Farm Credit Administration was quite

relevant to the section of the book on
executive branch ethics. And teaching
ethics at the IU Kelley School of Business
and the O'Neill School of Public and
Environmental Affairs the past five years
required me to regularly research ethics-
related topics to update my lectures.

Literary License: What’s your next book?

Jill Long Thompson: That is a great
question!

Literary
Landscape

Jill Long
Thompson

Nov. 10, 2020, program
See program details on Page 5 

Drawing up a bipartisan way forward 
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a book for which she has been research-
ing mules. ... Keir Graff writes to say:
“Storied Stuff, a new site run by Steve and
Sharon Fiffer is actively seeking new sub-
missions at https://www.storied-stuff.com/
... The Aug. 13 Chicago magazine wrote a
story about Robert Loerzel’s new book, 

Walking Chicago. The
article said the timing
of the book “couldn’t
be better.” ... A review-
er on Chicagonow.com
wrote on Oct. 16: “I
never enjoyed
Halloween until ‘Holy
Ghost Bingo: God,
Goblin & Games’ by

Vicki Quade with Liz Cloud.” ... Harry
Mark Petrakis wrote “A lesson for times
of COVID-19 sequestration: a did-it-
myself fence” for the Oct. 19 Chicago
Sun-Times. ... The Oct. 25 Commercial
Appeal quoted Roger Biles in a story
headlined “Is this like then? Life in
Memphis amid COVID-19 today and in
the 1930s Great Depression.” ... Taylor
Pensoneau was quoted on Oct. 10 in an
Associated Press story about how, 50
years later, Illinois’ “Shoebox Scandal”
still has the power to amaze. ... An Oct.
20 Washington Post Magazine article
headlined “The Meaning of a College
Literature Class – During a Pandemic and
Always” said “ ... [W]e start into our
work, using chapters from a textbook to
put analytical tools in our shared kit and
trying them out on Stuart Dybek’s short
stories.” ... The Aug. 16 DeKalb Daily

Chronicle wrote about
Rita Dragonette’s
novel The Fourteenth
of September. The
Chronicle reports Rita
is working on three
other books: an hom-
age to The Sun Also
Rises about expats
chasing their last

dream in San Miguel de Allende, a World
War II novel based upon her interest in
the impact of war on women and a mem-
oir in essays. ... New fiction from Steve
Wiegenstein is in issue No. 10 of Elder
Mountain: A Journal of Ozarks Studies. ...

Florida Weekly reports Scott Turow
retired from his law firm in August,
though he will still do pro bono work. ...
On Oct. 6, WXYZ of Detroit quoted John
Hartig in a story about threats to the
Detroit River and Great Lakes ecosys-
tems. ... Kim Scipes writes to say: “My
latest (fourth) book just got published! Its

title is Building
Global Labor
Solidarity:
Lessons from the
Philippines,
South Africa,
Northwestern
Europe, and the
United States and
the cover image
is from rural
Mindanao in the
Philippines. It
contains 13 arti-

cles written by me between 1985-2020 on
the subject, mainly based on my research
on the KMU Labor Center of the
Philippines. There simply is nothing like
it. So far, it’s only in hardback, so too
expensive for most folks, but affordable
for unions and libraries, so please ask
librarians to order it. And please share
widely – the more sales the quicker we
can get it out in paperback, at a more
affordable price. Thanks everyone! ... On
Oct. 26, Book Riot included Patricia
Hruby Powell’s The Dazzling Life of
Josephine Baker on its list of “52
Incredible Picture Book Biographies of
Black People.” ... Patrick Hicks (See

Literary Latest, Page
6) was one of the pre-
senters at the 2020
South Dakota Festival
of Books, which was
held virtually this year.
... The Oct. 10 Wired
quoted Sarah
McFarland Taylor. ...
On Oct. 13, WTTW
ran a Q&A with

Robert K. Elder. Robert said,
“Hemingway in Comics is this sort of
journey to all the weird, wonderful ways
that Hemingway shows up in comics,
which you wouldn’t think would be a nat-
ural fit, but it is.” ... The Oct. 26
Columbia Journalism Review ran a Q&A
with Rick Perlstein (See Page 8) head-

lined “Historian Rick Perlstein on media
‘bothsidesism,’ and why 2020 definitely
isn’t 1968.” ... Patrick Reardon wrote
“What does it mean to be a ‘good
Catholic’?” for the Chicago Tribune. ...
On Oct. 15, Patch.com spoke with Pat
Camalliere. ... Norbert Krapf is among
the authors included in an exhibit at the
Jasper County Historical Society Museum
called “Jasper County Authors: Present &
Past.” ... The Depaulia quoted Craig
Sautter this month in opinion pieces
headlined: “It’s time to get serious about
voting” and “Leftists struggle with voting
‘blue’ as Democrats court moderates, con-
servatives.” ... Britain’s The Independent
quoted Carol Felsenthal on Oct. 2. ...
Western Illinois University Professor
Emeritus John Hallwas, who has written
columns for Literary License, presented
“Illinois Memoirs” via Facebook Live on

Oct, 21 in a program
presented by the
Freeport Public library
and the Illinois
Humanities Road
Scholars Speakers
Bureau. Hallwas
depicted memoirs by
Illinois historical fig-
ures, including Ulysses

S. Grant, Jane Addams, Carl Sandburg
and Chief Black Hawk. Hallwas is the
author or editor of 29 books related to
Illinois history. ... On Oct. 5, Jerry Apps
wrote “Take time to enjoy October’s
beauty” for the Wisconsin State Farmer. ...
Iliana Regan’s 2019 memoir, Burn the
Place, has been optioned to be adapted
into a TV series. ... Graham Peck was
scheduled to be formally invested as the
Wepner Distinguished Professor of
Lincoln Studies at the University of
Illinois Springfield on Sept. 24. ... Erika
Lee was scheduled to discuss her Midland
Authors award-winning book America for
Americans: A History of Xenophobia in
the United States on Oct. 22 at the
University of Kansas. ... The  longlist for
the 2021 Andrew Carnegie Medals for
Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction
includes Louise Erdrich’s The Night
Watchman. Donna Seaman was on the
selection committee. ... Mark Jacob
wrote “What will we call this time in
American history? The Trump Era or the
Trump Error?” for the Oct. 30 Sun-Times.
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Seeing us through presidents we elect
BY THOMAS FRISBIE

It was at a Midland Authors program in
2012 that Rick Perlstein for the first
time discussed in public his then-

upcoming book The Invisible Bridge: The
Fall of Nixon and the Rise of Reagan.

Eight years later, Perlstein was back on
Sept. 8 to talk about his latest book,
Reaganland: America's Right Turn 1976-
1980 (Simon & Schuster, Aug. 18, 2020).
Both titles are part of a four-part series, of
which Reaganland will be the last.

Back in 2012 at the Cliff Dwellers Club
in Chicago, Perlstein told the Midland
Authors his series was not about under-
standing former presidents, but rather
about how their elections reflected the
American people of each era.

“I studied them to understand us,” he
said.

He continued that theme at the Sept. 8
Midland Authors program about
Reaganland, this time conducted over
Zoom. He took those attending the pro-
gram through a slide show of the many
photos in the book that capture the era.

“I am known as a historian who talks
about politics, but who talks about it
through a cultural lens,” Perlstein said.

The books track the changes in voters’
mood that prepared the ground for politi-
cal shifts.

“One thread in the book [is] the rise and
fall of Jimmy Carter,” he said

“[A shift] so grand as the transforma-
tion from Carter to Reagan had a lot of
confluences, and the first one is really the
presidency of this very strange and fasci-
nating fellow, James Earl Carter,”
Perlstein said. “He did very little politick-
ing based on policy. A lot of the cam-
paigning in 1976 I demonstrate was the
politics of symbolism. Some of you might
have remembered a very funny series of
Doonesbury cartoons in 1977 in which
Garry Trudeau farcically anointed Ronald
Reagan secretary of symbolism.”

But campaigning without policy com-
mitment made it harder for Carter to gov-
ern when decisions had to be made,
Perlstein said.

In the 1976 primary elections, Reagan
ran against incumbent President Gerald
Ford. 

The books starts with Ronald Reagan

insisting it wasn’t his fault that Ford lost
because Reagan refused to campaign for
Ford once Ford was nominated, Perlstein
said. 

When Reagan did speak publicly, he
only compared the Democratic Party plat-
form with the Republican one, which he
had basically written. 

“The most fascinating detail of that
Republican Party platform was that it
include a plank called morality in foreign
policy. It was basically an argument that
the Richard Nixon, Henry Kissinger and
Gerald Ford detente policy was immoral.
It was ceding ground to the Communists,”
Perlstein said. “So in order to campaign
for Gerald Ford, which he never really
did, Ronald Reagan secured a pledge
from Gerald Ford that he had to admit

that his own foreign policy was immoral.”
In 1976, Reagan was so low on money,

his plane was stuck on a tarmac before
the North Carolina primary until he could
come up with checks to pay for fuel for
the plane, Perlstein said.

Then, “He discovered a new issue,”
Perlstein said.  

“Ever since riots in the Panama Canal
Zone in 1964, presidents from Lyndon
Johnson through Gerald Ford had been
negotiating to return the Panama Canal to
Panama. 

“The idea of a canal zone and that
America’s control of it was this barbarous
relic of this colonial era made conserva-

tives apoplectic. Once Reagan made that
the center of his campaign ... with the slo-
gan: ‘We bought it, we built it, it is ours,’
once he started saying the canal zone was
as much part of of the United States as
Texas or Alaska ... he immediately rocket-
ed ahead in the polls.”

That is another thread in the book,
Perlstein said. Reagan goes from perhaps
seeing his political career ending to
becoming a political force. 

An additional thread in the book is the
coalition that Ronald Regan put together
to win the presidency in 1980.

In the 1970s, Ralph Nader had been in
his heydey, Perlstein said.

“The momentum and strength of con-
sumer movement and environmental
movement was so strong that I tell a story

that when Sen. Edward Muskie of Maine
was pushing through these clean-air
amendments that would force these car
companies to have minimum fuel require-
ment standards [and] car companies said,
‘We don’t have the technology to do this.’
... Muskie said: ‘I don’t care.’ ”

That attitude helped cause a backlash
from big business, Perlstein said.

“Another element in the Reagan victory
was popular culture,” Perlstein said. “The
last line of the book is that at the
Inaugural ball, the coat racks were so
overloaded with fur coats they resembled
giant mastodons lumbering out of some
prehistoric past.” 

Rick Perlstein

I am known as a historian who talks about politics,
but who talks about it through a cultural lens.“ ”
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Charles Connerly is the author of 
The Most Segregated City in America:
City Planning and Civil Rights in

Birmingham, 1920-80
and Green, Fair, and
Prosperous: Paths to
Sustainable Iowa. He
is co-editor of Growth
Management in
Florida: Planning for
Paradise.

Connerly taught
urban planning at
Florida State

University from 1981 through 2008, and
from 1998 through 2008 served as chair
of the Department of Urban and Regional
Planning. He joined the University of
Iowa School of Urban and Regional
Planning in 2008 as professor and director.

In 2007, the Association of Collegiate
Schools of Planning named Most
Segregated City a recipient of the Paul
Davidoff Award

He was nominated by Jim Schwab.

Artika Tyner is author of Justice
Makes a Difference; Amazing Africa A to
Z; Kofi Loves Music; Joey and Grandpa

Johnson’s Day in
Rondo, and So You
Want to Be a Supreme
Court Justice and
other books

Tyner is a law pro-
fessor and founding
director of the Center
on Race, Leadership
and Social Justice

University of St. Thomas School of Law.
She also is the founder of a nonprofit that
focuses on promoting literacy and diversi-

ty in books, Planting People Growing
Justice Leadership Institute.

She was nominated by Marlene Targ
Brill.

Amy Alznauer teaches mathematics at
Northwestern
University. She is the
author of The Boy
Who Dreamed of
Infinity; The Strange
Birds of Flannery
O'Connor,, and Flying
Paintings, The Zhou
Brothers: A Story of
Revolution and Art.

She has won the Annie Dillard Award
for Creative Nonfiction and a Christopher
Award. Her essays and poetry have
appeared in collections and literary journals.

She was nominated by Esther
Hershenhorn.

New Members

Charles
Connerly Amy Alznauer

Artika Tyner

In recent issues of Literary License,
Midland Authors members have talked
about how the pandemic has affected

their writing and their work. 
Here are more comments about life as

an author in an age of COVID-19:  
James Hugunin: I started my book

Picky Hunting as a sort of journal of the
plague year when the
coronavirus lockdown
began. I have since
written 325
pages. The book is
illustrated in color. It is
written by a widow,
Picky Hunting, who
has just moved from
Chicago to Santa Fe

and is in search of romance, a new part-
ner. She has met a nice guy, Mark, whom
she calls “Call”; he calls her, in turn,
“Beck.” Here is a snippet from Chapter
18 that starts with “Beck” and “Call”
communicating via FaceTime. Picky
(Beck) has just ended their exchange and
she is thinking: 

“Is a ‘hospital wedding’ going to be
Mark’s and my fate? Ominous sign: On

my veranda I see the dark shadow of
roaming death cast onto my outdoor fire-
place. This, after marching past Matt’s
Tesla – hearing him cough inside his
condo – to mail box 5B, then opening my
mail to find the August edition of the
Literary License bulletin from The
Society of Midland Authors, with a sad
post about a member who got the coron-
avirus. The other envelopes are bills. 

“I feel very, very vulnerable. The cities
are now swollen and poisonous with
unmasked people. When I sigh, it’s like
someone else sighing. As if I’m walking
around naked. As if scorpions, tarantulas,
and snakes were waiting at my front door,
eager to be invited in. A terrible random
energy seizes me now and then. When I
look in my mirror, I see someone with the
slowest smile of anyone I've ever seen,
but whose eyes are nervously darting
about. Sure, I can turn on the boob-tube,
but Mark reminded me: ‘Beck, do not
beckon on to Sports, Fox News, and
Religion, they are the three top passions
of the poorly educated. Call me instead.’

“No. My only outlet for that energy
appears to be: 1) exercising my will to

adorn, me with fashion, my home with
stuff; or 2) writing, but sometimes my
mind turns to fuzz and I can't write, only
mindlessly peruse Facebook posts of rela-
tives and friends equally fuzzed out over
being trapped in the same cage with those
provocatives, The Immanent Baboon and
that evil majesty COVID XIX. Sometimes
I can provoke my brain to spit out a page
or two by imagining myself as a tree,
multiple arms out to embrace the sky, the
sun, any rain that might fall on my green
tongues. Other times, I use artificially
induced laughter to get up steam, to get
the ol' rusty wheels turning, my mind
choo-chooing out of its dreary old depot
onto new tracks and adventures. I want
Mark to be a conductor on that train.” 

Walter Roers (in a news story about
how people are getting through the pan-
demic): I’m a little over 100 pages into
the 600-plus page The Personal Memoirs
of Ulysses S. Grant. 

“His work is surprisingly readable and
provides a very human and unique per-
spective on cultural and ethical issues that
are still with us today.

‘I feel very vulnerable’  
Coronavirus reflections:

James Hugunin
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Midland Authors is now accepting
submissions for its annual liter-
ary awards, which will honor

books by Midwestern authors published
in 2020. Please read the following rules
carefully before submitting. 

2020-2021 Competition Rules

The Midland Authors Awards recog-
nizes book writing excellence by
Midwestern authors. Three judges on each
committee will select one winner that is
best in that category. Category winners
receive $500 and a recognition award.
Judges may also deem up to three hon-
orees as worthy of recognition. Each hon-
oree will receive a commemorative
award. All honors are given out at the
awards banquet the second Tuesday in
May or a substitute ceremony, if neces-
sary. 

Follow the directions below to submit a
book and pay the entry fee.

To enter this year’s competition, fill out
the online entry form or printable entry
form. Include a completed copy with each
nominated book. An entry form must
accompany each book sent to each of the
three judges in its category. That means a
total of three forms per title (three judges,
three forms, three books). A book or
books unaccompanied by completed entry
forms will not be considered.

Each book entry must have a 2020
publication date that corresponds with its
copyright date. 

Book may be nominated by its author
or publisher. The author must either reside
in, be born in, or have strong ties to one
of the 12 Midland states SMA represents:
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North
Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin.
If the author lives outside these states,
please indicate any connection to the
Midwest on the “comments” section of
the entry form.

Each submission requires an entry fee
of $25. Entrants can pay by PayPal or
credit card on the SMA website:
midlandauthors.com.

To pay by snail mail, send a check and
a copy of our printable entry form (avail-
able by clicking here) to Society of

Midland Authors, P.O. Box 10419,
Chicago, IL 60610. The payment with the
form must identify the book title, author,
and source of check, so SMA knows
which author and book entry to confirm
as a paid entry. Copy three more complet-
ed forms. One should accompany each
book that you mail to each of the three
judges in your category.

For now, we do not consider e-book
originals unless accompanied by a print
edition.

Books by deceased authors are eligible,
providing they meet the other require-
ments.

Submissions must be postmarked by
Saturday, January 9, 2021. We urge early
submissions.  Send entries to the appro-
priate judges under your category of
Contest Judges listed below.

Make sure your book entry goes to
judges in the proper category. (For exam-
ple, all children’s books go to children’s
categories, rather than Poetry or
Biography and Memoir, which are for
adult submissions only.) Books submitted
to improper categories will be disquali-
fied.  Any judge who has a conflict of
interest with a submission will be recused
from discussion of the entry. 

For comments, questions, or to confirm
an entry has reached the judges, contact
Marlene Targ Brill at marlenetbrill@com-
cast.net.

CONTEST JUDGES | CONTACT
INFORMATION

SEND 1 COPY OF THE BOOK TO
EACH OF THE 3 JUDGES IN THE
BOOK’S CATEGORY: DO NOT SEND
BOOKS TO OUR POST OFFICE BOX.

Adult Fiction

Barbara Shoup, 6012 Broadway St.,
Indianapolis, IN 46220

William O’Rourke, 1063 Woodward
Ave, South Bend, IN, 46616

Angela Jackson-Brown, PO Box 568,
Eaton, IN 47338.

Richard Frisbie Award 
for Adult Nonfiction

Joe Gustaitis, 1824 West Erie St.,
Chicago, IL 60622

Michael Fedo, 12179 Lily St., NW, Coon
Rapids MN  55433

Carol Saller, 1469 E Park Place, Chicago
IL 60637

Bernard J. Brommel Award
 for Biography and Memoir

Bob Remer, 5840 N. Kenmore Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60660

Emilio DeGrazia, 211 W. Wabasha St.,
Winona, MN 55987

Libby Hellmann,  272 Summerfield
Road, Northbrook, IL 60062

Poetry

David A Radavich, 3800 Shamrock
Drive, Charlotte, NC 28215

Chris Abani, 836 Milburn St, Evanston,
IL, 60201

Grace Bauer, 1920 Harwood Street,
Lincoln, NE 68502

Children’s Reading Round Table Award
for Children’s Nonfiction

Judith Schein Cohen,  222 Main St. Apt
405, Evanston, IL 60202

Helen Frost, 6108 Old Brook Drive, Fort
Wayne, IN 46835

Artika Tyner, 1063 Sherburne Ave.,
Saint Paul, MN 55104

Children’s Fiction

Laura Hirshfield, 3318 Noyes Street,
Evanston, IL 60201

Amelia Cotter, 3130 N. Lake Shore Dr.,
Apt. 1806, Chicago, IL, 60657

Anne O’Malley, 8519 Karlov Ave.,
Skokie, IL. 60076

2021 book awards are underway
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Turn to Page 11

CAREFULLY DOCUMENTED 
NARRATIVE STUDY

Carl Smith’s new book, Chicago’s
Great Fire: The Destruction and
Resurrection of an Iconic American City,
was published by Atlantic Monthly Press
on Oct. 6, two days before the 149th
anniversary of the fire, with the paper-
back set to appear in time for the 150th.  

Smith tells Literary License, “I was
inspired to write this book by the upcom-
ing 150th anniver-
sary, but even more
by my realization in
the course of previ-
ous research that
there was no care-
fully documented
narrative study of
the fire and the
recovery.  

“Many works have been written about
the fire (including by me), but they fall
generally into two categories. The far
larger one is heavily anecdotal histories
that are largely unsourced and speak
mainly of tragedy and triumph, while the
smaller includes analytical scholarly stud-
ies that discuss the meanings of the fire
and rebuilding but do not discuss either in
full narrative detail. I also wanted to let
those who experienced the fire and recov-
ery do the talking, including a wider
range of Chicagoans – immigrants,

women, children, workers (including the
O’Learys) – whose voices have not been
heard.  When I started, I thought I knew a
great deal about the fire, but along the
way I discovered there was still much to
learn, and it was great fun doing so. 

“The fire was a spectacular disaster, of
course, and the recovery was remarkably
impressive, but both stories are much
richer, more complicated and hence more
interesting than we have previously
understood. I hope the book gives a good
sense of that. The dozens of images, most
from the collections of the Chicago
History Museum, and seven maps by car-
tographer Dennis McClendon, are an
indispensable part of the telling.”

Literary Latest

Carl Smith

BACK AFTER 20 YEARS

Pascual Rose is back after 20 years off
the grid and feeling
safe, but now the lives
of his wife and son
hang in the balance in
Kill Chain: A Novel,
the latest book by
Dominic Martell.

“Back in the ’90s,”
Martell (a nom de
plume) tells Literary
Latest, “I wrote three novels featuring
Pascual Rose, a repentant ex-terrorist liv-
ing in Barcelona under a new identity
after defecting and selling out all his old

W
IL

L
IA

M
B

R
ID

G
E

S

Dominic Martell

comrades to Mossad and the CIA. The
hook to the series is that terrorism is a
tough business to get out of; in each book,
Pascual’s past comes back to bite him, hard.

“The books won some fans but didn’t
set any sales records, and I went back to
writing American-based crime fiction
under my other pen name, Sam Reaves.

“Nearly 20 years went by. In 2018,
Adam Dunn, founder of Dunn Books,
contacted my agent and asked if Dominic
Martell would be interested in resuscitat-
ing Pascual. Adam had considered a sim-
ple question: What would Pascual Rose
be up to in the 21st century? The Cold
War world of Pascual’s youth is gone,
replaced by a chaotic international scene
with new lines of force and vast amounts
of money sloshing around a new techno-
logical landscape. Would Pascual have
managed to stay out of the fray?

“I told Adam I would be thrilled to
revive Pascual and shove him back in the
ring. Kill Chain gives me a rare second
chance to revisit a character I had retired
prematurely and bring him into the mod-
ern world.”

‘RIVETING STORY OF SURVIVAL’

Patrick Hicks writes to say: “I’m
delighted to announce that my second
novel (and 10th book) has recently been
published by SFA/Texas A&M Press. 
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Literary Latest

THREE NEW BOOKS

David L. Harrison reports he has three
new books coming out. 

Harrison tells Literary Latest: “In
November, my 15th book for elementary
classroom teachers, 7 Keys to Research
for Writing Success (co-authored with
Mary Jo Fresch, professor emeritus from
The Ohio State University) will be pub-
lished by NCTE. This is my 100th book
for children and/or teachers.

“In October, my co-authored book with
notable reading specialist Laura Robb,
Guided Practice for Reading Growth,
Grades 4-8: Texts and Lessons to
Improve Fluency, Comprehension, and
Vocabulary, was published by Corwin
Publishing. In September, my co-
authored picture book with Jane Yolen,
Rum Pum Pum, was published by
Holiday House.”

Turn to Page 12

the practice began in 2010, when the
BBC and the British Museum came up
with a radio series and an accompanying
book, A History of the World in 100
Objects. Over a dozen sequels followed
(e.g., The Smithsonian's History of
America in 100 Objects, A History of
New York in 101 Objects, China: A
History in Objects), and I figured that
Chicago deserved to have its own book in
this growing genre. I also realized that
discovering overlooked or neglected
objects can lead to discovering overlooked
or neglected people – people who played
fascinating roles in Chicago’s history. 

“I hope I’ll be able to do some author
events, signings, etc., but I suppose that
depends on the pandemic.”

the Past (Lexington Books, May 15,
2020).

From the publisher: “The author ana-
lyzes Ferrell’s biases, examining distinc-
tions between his morals and actions as
well as his private and public life. This
book provides crucial insight into the
subjectivity of history, the boundaries of
the discipline and the effects of histori-
ans’ social lives on their work.”

David Brown of Elizabethtown
College wrote: “Douglas A. Dixon pro-
vides a fine and full portrait of historian
Robert H. Ferrell, among the most distin-
guished interpreters of American diplo-
macy writing during the American centu-
ry.” 

Continued from Page 10

“My second novel, In the Shadow of
Dora, was published on Oct. 14, and it's
about the real-life intersections between
the Holocaust and the Apollo program. I
received over $10,000 in grant money to
research and write this narrative, which is
already receiving enthusiastic early
reviews. I spent considerable time in
Germany, the Kennedy Space Center and
the Johnson Space Center in order to get

the history correct.
“I’m just delighted

this novel is out in the
world and finding
readers. After four
years of work, it’s
wonderful to see it
climbing up into the
atmosphere and mov-
ing away from me.”

From the publisher: “Spanning two
very different decades – from the Nazi
concentration camp of Dora-Mittelbau to
the coast of central Florida on the eve of
Apollo 11 lifting off – this riveting story
of survival explores the intersections
between the terror of the Third Reich’s V-
2 rocket program and the wonderment of
landing on the moon. Eli Hessel, a bril-
liant young Jewish mathematician, finds
himself deep beneath a mountain where
he is forced to build Nazi rockets in a
concentration camp. When he is finally
freed, he immigrates to New York, stud-
ies astrophysics, and is recruited by
NASA. 

“As America turns to the moon and
cheers for rockets that lance the sky, Eli
is swallowed by the past and must cope
with brutal memories he thought were
safely buried.”

Patrick Hicks

NEW BIOGRAPHY

Renowned Indiana
University historian
Robert H. Ferrell is
the topic of a new
biography by
Evansville, Indiana,
native Douglas A.
Dixon: Beyond
Truman: Robert H.
Ferrell and CraftingDouglas A. Dixon

HISTORY IN ARTIFACTS

The History Press has announced that
Chicago in 50 Objects, a new book by
Midland Authors board member Joseph
Gustaitis, will be released on March 8,
2021. 

As the title indicates, the author has
selected 50 artifacts that represent an
episode or topic in Chicago history and
accompanied each with a photo and an
essay that explains its significance. 

Examples include a Potawatomi war
club, a set of skinning knives from the
Chicago stockyards, Jane Addams’ Nobel
Prize, an early 78 r.p.m. Chicago blues
record, the guns used in the St.
Valentine’s Day massacre, Nelson Algren’s
typewriter, a 1983 Harold Washington
campaign badge and a Michael Jordan
jersey. Some of the objects are in the
author’s collection; others are in various
museums.

Gustaitis tells Literary Latest, “I wish I
could claim to have invented the concept
of writing history through objects. But
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Continued from Page 11

‘PASSIONATE STORY OF SURVIVAL’

A Bend in the River is Libby Fischer
Hellmann’s latest book. 

Publishers Weekly called it “Gripping
... This passionate story of survival has
staying power.” 

From the publisher: “When their village
is destroyed, two sisters face their futures
alone. Will the uncertainties of war keep

them apart forever?
“In 1968 two young Vietnamese sisters

flee to Saigon after their village on the
Mekong River is attacked by American
forces and burned to the ground. The only
survivors of the massacre that killed their
family, the sisters struggle to survive but
become estranged, separated by sharply
different choices and ideologies. Mai ekes
out a living as a GI bar girl, but Tam’s
anger festers, and she heads into jungle
terrain to fight with the Viet Cong.”

‘GLORIOUS NOVEL’

Lin Enger’s new book is American
Gospel: A Novel (University of
Minnesota Press, Oct. 27, 2020).

Foreword Reviews wrote: “American
Gospel is a glorious novel about what
people choose to believe – and, more
importantly, why they choose to believe
it.”

From the publisher: “On a small farm
beside a lake in Minnesota’s north woods
an old man is waiting for the Rapture,
which God has told him will happen in

two weeks, on Aug. 19, 1974. When
word gets out, Last Days Ranch becomes
ground zero for The End, drawing
zealots, curiosity seekers, and reporters –
among them the prophet’s son, a skeptical
New York writer suddenly caught
between his overbearing father and the
news story of a lifetime. ... Writing with
clear compassion and gentle wit, Lin
Enger draws us into these disparate yet
inextricably linked lives, each enacting a

part in a drama forever being replayed
and together moving toward a conclusion
that will take all of them – and us – by
surprise.”


