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‘I’ve had to rethink
everything’ 

Coronavirus reflections:

While hoping everyone is well,
Literary License, as it did the
last two issues, turned to

authors, before the recent protests, to tell
us how they are moving forward on their
book projects amid the COVID-19 social
distancing, canceling of book-related pub-
lic events and widespread suffering and
grief. Here is what they told us:

Melissa Fraterrigo: COVID-19 has
completely altered my book-writing and
teaching environment. I’ve been offering
face-to-face writing workshops to adults
and children in the Lafayette, Indiana,
area for more than six years. Time and
again, the feedback I hear from students
is that they love the sense of community,
affection and shared
knowledge that
evolves through these
meetings. But with
COVID-19, I’ve had
to rethink everything,
and I see the pivot as a
positive chance for my
studio. Now all classes
are online and avail-
able to writers no mat-
ter where they live. Will I still be able to
replicate that encouraging environment
that has connected writers and helped
them publish their books and poems? I’m
certainly going to try.

Norbert Krapf: Since March 23, I have

been making a video of me reading a
poem, or two short poems, from one of
my 13 published volumes and one coming
out this month and posting it on
Facebook. I choose poems that will give
viewers an uplift during this challenging
time. This gives me an
uplift also and keeps
me ready to give read-
ings again whenever
that is possible.

Thank you for using
Literary License to
have us share what we
are doing to cope and
stay engaged in our
writing and publishing in this challenging
time! I find it stimulating and inspira-
tional to read what our literary colleagues
are doing to stay alive creatively.

Linda Gartz: Thanks for the newslet-
ter, full of thoughtful, useful and interest-
ing information about
our fellow members. 

Re COVID: I’m
focused on making a
final pass on the 25
bankers’ boxes of fam-
ily archives (letters,
diaries, photos, etc.,
that inspired my book,
Redlined, before
donating them to the Newberry Library.
Rather all-consuming.

Norbert Krapf

Melissa
Fraterrigo

An important
time to renew

Linda Gartz

Turn to REFLECTIONS, Page 2

BY DICK SIMPSON

Midland Authors ends its year on
June 30. We begin anew every
July 1. We urge you to renew

your membership now. 
Midland Authors has endured over 100

years because of its members. We have
withstood past pandemics, depressions and
wars because as authors we have banded
together. Our members have chronicled
the history of our region and nation and
provided the escape and insight of fiction
and alternative universes. 

Currently we stand about 350 strong
and have authored over 1,000 books. We
come from all the Midland states and
from all backgrounds. Writing can be a
lonely and solitary business. But through
our programs, awards, Literary License,
website, literary fests, videotaping and
now Zoom meetings, we come together
to support one another and our society.

So in this year of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and protests it is especially impor-
tant that we continue to support one
another and new authors. We have made
progress this last year with a new brochure,
website, outstanding programs, and a
dedicated board and officers. We need to
continue this momentum as we experiment
with new technologies and cope with new
challenges. Like the Army and the
Marines, we need only a few good men
and women. But we do need you. Send in
your dues today. If you face financial
hardship because of the pandemic, let us
know and we will allow lower dues this
year. (We have created a special fund to
help authors pay dues if their finances are
under stress from the pandemic. See Page
9.) But do rejoin and consider volunteer-
ing to serve on the board of directors or
assist on SMA projects. It is up to all of
us to keep Midland Authors strong.
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Blue Balliett: I’ve been in touch with
teachers, parents and kids both nationally
and in other countries – most recently,
Ethiopia and Ecuador! – who are using
my books during this homeschooling
time. In wishing I could give at more
depth to e-learning classrooms, I remem-
bered some short, rather amazing videos
made in 2011 by
Educurious (Gates
Foundation), ones
intended to inspire
kids/teachers to use
the world around
them as writing mate-
rial. 

In order to create
these films, a daunt-
ingly large camera and production crew
arrived on our doorstep in Hyde Park,
then spent days filming me at home and
working in my laundry room, in the
neighborhood, even at the Art Institute.
Educurious retained strict control of this
material until I asked recently whether it
could be shared with any and all during
this strange and challenging time. The
answer was YES, to my delight, so I was
then able to post it on my website. For
anyone reading Chasing Vermeer, The
Wright 3, The Calder Game or Pieces and
Players, these videos should take you
right inside the stories – and my head! 

Here's the URL: 
www.blueballiettbooks.com/teachers.html

Robert K. Elder: I was lucky, in that I
got most of my research books from the
library just days before the lockdown.
Now I’m surrounded
by dozens of books
and DVDs that I
couldn’t return if I
wanted to, but it’s far
better than the alterna-
tive. I’ve been turning
to Google Books,
Newspapers.com and
LexisNexis more and
more, which have been very helpful. 

My book release date of Hemingway in
Comics got pushed from July to
September, and I’m hoping that my new
kick-off event on Sept. 12 at the Charles
Schulz Museum in Santa Rosa,
California, stands firm. But we don't
know what the fall will bring, so I'm

remaining flexible. I have been asked to
give a talk for Hemingway Days in Key
West later in July, but it'll be a “virtual”
talk via Zoom. 

Marlene Targ Brill: My biggest chal-
lenges involve not being able to present at
schools and with other groups. 

Instead, I was able to read parts of
Picture Girl to a local Author’s Guild
group, which was great fun. And I
recorded a zoom presentation and
uploaded it to Youtube,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLaoT
1dOA3g. The video
was later incorporated
into a program from
the Lake County
Museum for its Civil
War Days, which was
canceled live. Some
listeners suggested I
record more readings.
But alas, I am not that
talented. This lock-
down has turned into another learning
experience.    

Michelle E. Moore: (See Literary
Latest, Page 13.) My own publications
have been slightly delayed, and I think
we're all at a loss about book launches,
promotional talks, etc. Some are doing
Zoom launches and the rest of us are just
taking a wait-and-see approach, I think.

Robert Loerzel: So far, during this
time of sheltering in place, I’ve been
lucky enough to keep busy with freelance
work — mostly copy editing Chicago
magazine and the Chicago Tribune while
sitting in front of my home computer.
That hasn’t given me much time to write,
but I do have a book coming out in

August, Walking Chicago: 35 Tours of the
Windy City’s Dynamic Neighborhoods
and Famous Lakeshore, which is being
published by
Wilderness Press.

Like many people,
I’ve been doing some
cleaning — and for
me, that largely means
tidying up drawers and
boxes filled with
papers, as well as sort-
ing through computer
files from long ago. It’s inspiring me to
revisit some of my old writing and
research projects, including half-finished
stories. And who knows? Maybe it’ll
spark some ideas for new projects.

Maggie Kast: The launch of my forth-
coming book, Side by Side but Never
Face to Face, was originally scheduled
for June 4 at Women & Children First
with five subsequent readings in and
around Chicago and in three cities on the
West Coast. I have just now decided to
postpone all of this until the fall and am
delighted at the co-operation I've encoun-
tered. 

Women & Children
First has always been
very supportive of me
and other Chicago
writers, and they
rescheduled the launch
for Aug. 27. The pub-
lisher, Orison Books
was fine with the
change (in fact they had recommended it
earlier). My publicist, Javier Perez of
Page Turner Publicity, got right to work

 Reflections Continued from Page 1
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Timuel 
Black shared
his thoughts
about
COVID-19 in
a May 13
Chicago Sun-
Times op-ed.
Also,
Landmark
Illinois has
created a new
grant fund in
Black’s name.
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level, and whenever I read or watch too
much about it, I become enraged. The
only way I cope is to try and live in the
moment (never realized what that meant
until now). I try not to worry about the

future or regret the
past, but just try to
focus on what I’m
doing at the moment.
It helps. Zoom also
helps. Most of my
meetings and social
events and even work-
out classes have
moved online, and it
keeps me from feeling

too isolated, although I have “Zoom
eyes” at the end of the day.

It’s odd –  during 9-11 I couldn’t write
for eight weeks, but I find myself more
productive this time around. I suspect it’s
because I don’t have the normal hustle
and bustle of getting to the gym, the gro-
cery store and professional and social
obligations. 

I definitely feel less stressed, which in

contacting bookstores, and Annie
Bloom’s Books of Portland, Oregon,
rescheduled for Sept. 9. As I get more
new dates I’ll put them on my website, 
www.maggiekast.com, on the Events page. 

Meanwhile, I’m using the time to revise
an essay on J.M.Cotzee's novel, Elizabeth
Costello, for Fiction Writers Review, an
online magazine edited by Jeremiah
Chamberlain.  

Linda Nemec Foster: Here’s what I’m
doing in the midst of the COVID-19 cri-

sis: I’m working with
two university presses
on two respective
poetry collections that
were recently accepted
for publication. The
first one, The Blue
Divide, is finished, and
I’m in the process of
working with the edi-
tors on the front cover

design; it will be published by New
Issues Press in the spring of 2021. The
second collection is being revised for a
late 2020 editorial deadline. Surreal but
busy times.

Christine Rice: I've found that each
day of writing and editing is different. In
late March, I felt overwhelmed by the
news, by our fellow citizens' suffering, by
doing what I could to keep my family
(and 98-year-old mother) safe, and was
only able to work on the busywork of
running the nonprofit – writing grants,

building posts on
Wordpress, managing
interns. I'm still over-
whelmed by the imbal-
ance of all of this but
I've been setting more
realistic goals and giv-
ing myself a break
when I don't meet
them fully. Once I did

that, I was able to dig into the second
draft of this latest novel. Last week was a
good writing week. I hope this one is too.

Libby Fischer Hellmann: I work from
home anyway and enjoy being home, so,
except for wearing a mask and gloves
when I go out, things haven’t changed too
much. However, I am upset at the way
the virus hasn't been handled on a federal
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Midland Authors award
winner had coronavirus

David Von Drehle, who in 2013
won what is now titled the Bernard J,
Brommel Award for Biography &
Memoir for his book Rise to
Greatness: Abraham Lincoln and
America’s Most
Perilous Year, had
a “mild to moder-
ate” case of
COVID-19, but
fortunately has
recovered. Even
so, Von Drehle said
he spent weeks
with fever, full-
body aches, stom-
ach distress, constant dehydration and
exhaustion.

“I don’t think I could have survived
worse,” he wrote. 

He also wrote, “The mild to moder-
ate symptoms of this coronavirus
make garden-variety flu seem like a
tea party.”

David 
Von Drehle

Linda Nemec
Foster

 Reflections Continued from Page 2

Christine Rice

turn helps me focus more on my writing.
I also am “rehabbing” my daughter’s

doll house – the one I bought, painted,
and furnished for her 30 years ago when
she was eight – the one she couldn’t have
cared less about. Turns out I love the
“miniature” world, and I am spending
hours trying to decide what carpeting I
should put in a room, or whether it needs
a chandelier. And yes, I will be visiting
the Thorne Rooms again when they
reopen. Having a new hobby is a great
way to spend time.

Rebecca Sive: I’m not working on a
book right now, but on
a couple short pieces.
I’ve noticed that what
I’m most motivated to
write about is the sub-
jects that have been
constant passions of
mine. To write about
them is a form of
remembrance and joy
so important in these corona-times. 

Vicki Quade: During my stay-at-home
time in this pandemic, I am working on a
book of my popular Facebook posts, to
be published by Eckhartz Press. Not sure
when it will come out, but probably later
this year. I'm calling the book, Close
Encounters of a Chicago Kind.

Craig Sautter: During my 10 weeks of
house arrest, I've only been out four times
(still an unhealed Achilles), but have been
reading much, writing much. The first novel
I (re)-read was The Plague by Albert Camus.
In the end, the plague that ravaged Oran,
Algeria, retreats but, “never dies or disap-
pears for good; that it can lie dormant for
years and years in furniture and linen-
chests; that it bides its time in bedrooms,
cellars, trunks, and bookshelves; and that
perhaps the day would come when, for
the bane and the enlightening of men, it
would rouse up its rats again and send
them forth to die in a happy city.”

Sally and I also are (re)-reading
Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, and
his description of the 430 B.C. plague
that decimated a third of Athens’ popula-
tion and 1,000 Athenian soldiers, causing
a retreat. I've also read a James Baldwin
novel, Just Above My Head, a biography
of Ring Lardner and family, Midland
Authors member Larry Lockridge's very
fine Shade of the Raintree, a book on

Libby Fischer
Hellmann

Turn to REFLECTIONS, Page 16

Rebecca Sive
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Alarge number of excellent books
were submitted this year for the
Midland Author’s annual book

awards for books published in 2019.
Originally, the plan was to honor the

winners and honorees at the Midland
Authors annual dinner on May 12 at the
historic Cliff Dwellers Club in Chicago.  

Instead, the winning authors and hon-
orees in six categories tentatively will be
recognized at a reception at this year’s
rescheduled Sept. 5-6 Printers Row Lit
Fest in Chicago (See Page 16). 

The winners and finalists will join a
long list of nationally known authors who
have been honored by the Midland
Authors over the last 105 years. The
awards are the most historic and presti-
gious in the Midwest.  

Here are this year’s award-winning
authors:

Adult Fiction Award

Winner: Tim Johnston, who lives in
Iowa City, Iowa, for his book, The
Current: A Novel, published by Algonquin
Books.  

Judge Jonis Agee wrote, “In this
extraordinary novel, the reader is immedi-
ately impressed with both the lyricism

and detail of the writing as it engages
both setting and the characters, as well as
the intricately woven tale of crimes, past
and present, that plague a small
Minnesota town. The writing in this book
is so alive and original that it transcends
the ordinary world and lets the reader
gain access to another plane altogether.”

Honored Books
Chris Fink, Add This to the List of

Things That You Are, University of
Wisconsin Press (Author lives near

Beloit, Wisconsin). 
Judge Lynn Sloan wrote, “In this excel-

lent collection, Chris Fink probes with
laser-sharp insight, humor and tender
mercy the psyche of Midwestern men
today. Whether set at a Wisconsin pig
roast in Finland, Milwaukee or a trailer
park in Arizona, these stories tell of men
dislocated from what once made sense in
relationships, identity and honor, and they
pack a punch that lingers.”

Julie Justicz, Degrees of Difficulty,
Fomite Press (Author lives in Oak Park,
Illinois). 

Judge Agee wrote, “This novel of child-
hood and family gives the reader a
tremendous satisfaction in the making of
a well-told story, full of nuance, struggle
and transcendence. Justicz possesses
tremendous talent as a writer who pulls
the curtains open on human longing and
the struggle to be known and to know
oneself. Her prose sings, and the song is
well worth learning. I look forward to
every book she publishes in years to
come.”

Devin Murphy, Tiny Americans: A
Novel, Harper Perennial (Author lives in
Chicago). 

Judge Jonis Agee wrote, “The construc-
tion of this novel is a thing of beauty,
shifting restlessly between the protago-
nists until the final resolution when we

see the ultimate outcome of the inherited
damage of family through time. 

“Murphy is an original writer who has
immense insight into the human psyche
and the depths of dream and desire, the
place where each of us keeps guard over
our secret past, our darkest wounds. 

“His limitless imagination makes every
journey with his characters well worth it.” 

The Richard Frisbie Award 
for Adult Nonfiction

Winner: David Treuer, The Heartbeat
of Wounded Knee: Native America from
1890 to the Present, Riverhead Books
(Author lives both on the Leech Lake
Reservation, Minnesota, and in Los
Angeles). 

In a joint statement, judges Ted Anton
and Pamela Olander wrote: “This is a
searing, multi-layered memoir and inves-
tigation of one of the least understood
massacres in the history of American and
Native American relations. Treuer’s work
is a moving, entertaining and important

expose of the heartbeat and heartbreak of
Wounded Knee.”

Honored Books
Erika Lee, America for Americans: A

History of Xenophobia in the United

Midland Authors honors best 2019 books

Tim Johnston

Turn to AWARDS, Page 5

Chris Fink Devin Murphy

David Treuer

Julie Justicz
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States, Basic Books (Author lives in
Minnesota). Judge Jillian McKeown
wrote: “Erika Lee has constructed an

essential read that teases out the history of
xenophobia in the United States and has
done so with an eloquent and deft hand.”

Christopher Leonard, Kochland: The
Secret History of Koch Industries and

Corporate Power in America, Simon &
Schuster (Author is a University of
Missouri graduate and lives in
Washington, D.C.). 

Judges McKeown and Anton wrote:
“Leonard has devised an accessible opus
on the ills of Koch Industries. This
sprawling family saga of fossil fuel,
industrial acumen and rapacious audacity
is a dazzling display of a writer’s mastery
of an arcane business topic.”

Children’s Reading Round Table Award 
for Children’s Nonfiction

Winner: Andrea Warren, Enemy
Child: The Story of Norman Mineta, a
Boy Imprisoned in a Japanese American
Internment Camp During World War II,
Margaret Ferguson Books (Author lives in
Lawrence, Kansas).

“Warren’s vivid narrative and abun-
dance of high-quality photographs convey
a tragic situation from a child’s point of
view. The author makes readers feel they

are sharing Mineta’s childhood days with
him,” the judges wrote in a joint statement.

Honored Books

Sarah Miller, The Miracle & Tragedy
of the Dionne Quintuplets, Schwartz &
Wade Books (Author lives in Michigan).

The judges wrote, “History comes alive
in Miller’s enthralling tale of the Dionne
Quintuplets. Starting with the quints’
1934 birth in Ontario, readers are pulled
into their lives of celebrity and exploita-
tion in this story balanced with poignancy

and empathy.”
Elizabeth Brown, Dancing Through

Fields of Color: The Story of Helen
Frankenthaler, Abrams Books for Young

Readers (Author teaches at St. Augustine
College, Chicago). 

The judges wrote, “Brown brings a

remarkable artist to life in this colorful
and informative picture-book biography.
The pictures pop off the page in lively,
colorful style, helping to serve the artistic
philosophy of the subject. The explana-
tions of Frankenthaler’s paint-pouring
techniques will inspire young readers.”

Children’s Fiction Award

Winner: Heather Shumaker, The
Griffins of Castle Cary, Simon &

Schuster (Author lives in northern
Michigan). 

Judges Joyce Zeiss and Melinda
Braun wrote, “A beautifully written ghost
story filled with mystery and humor. This
delightful novel has a fast-paced plot and
distinctly drawn characters. It’s a perfect
book for middle-grade readers.”

Honored Books

Cathleen Young, The Pumpkin War,
Wendy Lamb Books (Author grew up in

Wisconsin). Judge Braun wrote, “An
unputdownable book! Exceptional writing
that jumps off every page. The Pumpkin
War is a beautifully composed coming-of-
age story.”

Andrea Beaty, Sofia Valdez, Future
Prez, Abrams Books (Author lives in
Chicago). 

Judge Joyce Zeiss wrote, “A wonderful-
ly illustrated rhyming picture book, star-

 Awards Continued from Page 4
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ring Sofia, ‘a real-life go-getter’ who
organizes her community to convert Mt.
Trashmore into a city park. 

“This book is for everyone, not just
children.”

Charlotte Nicole Davis, The Good
Luck Girls, Tor Teen.

(Author has lived in Overland Park,
Kansas). 

Judge Melinda Braun wrote: “The Wild
West meets Logan’s Run meets Uncle
Tom’s Cabin. The Good Luck Girls deftly
combines several genres to create a com-
pletely unique story. 

“Well-crafted dialogue and world build-
ing move this story along at a quick clip.
Davis has written a wonderful debut
novel filled with action, adventure,
revenge and redemption.” 

Poetry Award

Winner: Chelsea Wagenaar, The
Spinning Place, Southern Indiana Review
Press (Author lives in Indiana). 

Judge George Bilgere wrote: “I'd be
hard-pressed to think of a book that
explores the relationship of a mother and
her child more intelligently, more capa-
ciously or more beautifully. 

“I love Wagenaar's wide-ranging
curiosity and verbal inventiveness.”

Honored Books

Rebecca Hazelton, Gloss, University
of Wisconsin Press (Studied at the
University of Notre Dame, Indiana). 

Judge Lisa Fay Coutley wrote: “Gloss
had me from line one, poem one, through
to the end. It’s unabashed, unafraid, funny
yet brave (and grave). Hazelton always
has command of the language yet
breathes new life into the mundane via
the imagery, form, syntax, and perspec-
tive.”

Lee Ann Roripaugh, Tsunami vs. the
Fukushima 50, Milkweed Editions
(Author lives in South Dakota).

Judge Marcia Pradzinski wrote:
Tsunami vs. the Fukushima 50 is “won-
derfully imagined, delightfully weird,
deeply disturbing – and, of course, of our
times.”

Bernard J. Brommel Award 
for Biography & Memoir

Winner: Iliana Regan, Burn the Place:
A Memoir, Agate Publishing (Author lives
in Chicago). Judge Jim Merriner wrote:
“An original voice, the kind that stays
with you. Each page is an astonishment as
the author seeks her sobriety, her identity,
her passion as a pioneer chef and entre-
preneur, and her life partner.”

Honored Books
Peter Copeland, Finding the News:

Adventures of a Young Reporter, LSU
Press (Author lived and worked in
Chicago). According to Judge Michael
Maurer: “The author, an unseasoned war

correspondent, takes us to the world’s
most dangerous venues. His nose for a
story and his quest to deliver quality writ-
ing in the moment provide a new adven-
ture with every chapter.” 

Ann Durkin Keating, The World of
Juliette Kinzie: Chicago before the Fire,
University of Chicago Press (Author
teaches in Naperville, Illinois.) 

Judge Bob Remer wrote: “Well-writ-
ten, objective and deeply researched biog-
raphy about Juliette Kinzie, Chicago’s
first author and founding family matriarch
during the city’s rapid transition from pio-
neer settlement to emerging commercial
hub of the Midwest. Kinzie was an impor-

 Awards Continued from Page 5
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tant historical figure whose personal
journey didn’t always track that of her
beloved city. She clung to a community
and family unit model, not adapting to
the much more fast-paced, risk-taking,
Chicago that emerged in the latter half of
the 19th century.”  

Margaret McMullan, Where the
Angels Lived, Calypso Editions (Author
lives in Indiana).

“The author discovers the history of self,
a family and a nation that was lost and
then arduously found,” judge James
Merriner wrote. “Her revelations about
hidden Jewish lineage in Pécs, Hungary,
are heartbreaking and heartwarming at
the same time.”

About the awards
The Society of Midland Authors was

founded in 1915 by a group of authors
including Hamlin Garland, Harriet
Monroe and Vachel Lindsay.

The Midland Authors has given out
book awards since its inception, and has
done so on an annual basis since 1957.
Past winners have included Saul Bellow,
Kurt Vonnegut, Studs Terkel, Mike
Royko, Gwendolyn Brooks, Jane
Smiley, Dempsey Travis, Leon Forrest,
William Maxwell, Louise Erdrich, Scot
Turow, Alex Kotlowitz, Aleksandar
Hemon, Stuart Dybek and Roger Ebert.

 Awards From P. 6
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Ann Durkin
Keating

A total of 306 books were entered in
this year's contest. Panels of literary
judges did not meet in person but con-
vened electronically and by phone to
choose a winner and one or more hon-
orees in these six categories: Adult
Fiction, Adult Nonfiction, Children's
Fiction, Children's Nonfiction, Biography
and Memoir and Poetry. The juried com-
petition is open to authors who live in,
were born in, or have strong ties to
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North
Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota or
Wisconsin.

Poetry
George Bilgere has published seven

collections of poetry, the most recent
being Blood Pages, from the University

of Pittsburgh Press. He
has given readings at
venues around the
country, including the
Library of Congress,
the 92nd Street Y in
New York, and the
Folger Shakespeare
Library. He teaches at
John Carroll

University in Cleveland, where he lives
with his wife and two exceptionally fine
little boys.

Marcia J. Pradzinski, the author of
Left Behind, published by Finishing Line
Press, lives in Skokie, Illinois. She has

published poems in
print journals, antholo-
gies and online.
Recent and forthcom-
ing publications
include Sonic Boom,
Pen2Paper, Your Daily
Poem, The Origami
Poems Project, and
The Aeolian Harp
Series of Glass Lyre

Press. She credits Plumb Line Poets, her
cadre of sister poets, for their help and
encouragement.

Lisa Fay Coutley is the author of teth-
er (Black Lawrence Press, April 2020);
Errata (Southern Illinois University
Press, 2015), honored by the Midland
Authors and winner of the Crab Orchard
Series in the Poetry Open Competition
Award, and In the Carnival of Breathing

(Black Lawrence
Press, 2011), winner of
the Black River
Chapbook
Competition. She is
the recipient of an
NEA fellowship and is
an assistant professor
of poetry and creative
nonfiction in the
Writer's Workshop at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha. 

Bernard J. Brommel Award 
for Biography & Memoir

Robert Remer is president of the
Edgewater Historical
Society and Museum.
He founded and pub-
lished Chicago Books
In Review; and was
Acting Commissioner
and Deputy
Commissioner of the
Chicago Public
Library. He is a former

board member and treasurer of Midland
Authors. 

Michael S. Maurer
is the chairman of the
board of The National
Bank of Indianapolis
and IBJ Corporation
and its wholly owned
subsidiary IBJ Custom
Publishing.  

He is the author of
six books and a regular
contributor to the New York Times

Crossword Puzzle.
James L. Merriner,

the former political
editor of the Chicago
Sun-Times, is the
author of five books
about politics and his-
tory. 

He also has pub-
lished poetry and art

photography, and he is the Midland
Authors treasurer.
Children’s Reading Roundtable Award 

for Children's Nonfiction
Alice Joseph has been a Youth Services

librarian at the Wilmette Public Library
for over 20 years with 10 years in school

The book awards judges

Marcia J.
Pradzinski

Michael S.
Maurer

Lisa Fay Coutley

George Bilgere

Robert Remer

James Merriner

Margaret
McMullan
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libraries before this. Her responsibilities
include selecting all nonfiction for her

department as well as
serving on the library's
Film Committee.
Besides reading, her
passions involve her
family, theater and
film. She writes: “This
staying at home and
not seeing movies or
plays is so annoying! I

am so thrilled to be able to connect young
patrons with the right materials to satisfy
their needs and inter-
ests.”

Mary Wisniewski is
a columnist for the
Chicago Tribune, a
regular contributor to
WBEZ and a creative
writing teacher. She
has previously worked
for Reuters and the
Chicago Sun-Times. Her 2017 biography
of Nelson Algren, Algren: A Life, won the
Midland Authors award for best biogra-
phy.

Anne O'Malley
spent many years as a
high school librarian
before retirement and
also served as a long-
time reviewer of teen
and young adult books
for Booklist, the
American Library
Association's review

journal. Anne still reads new books for
young readers and maintains strong ties to
the school library world.

Children's Fiction
Joyce Burns Zeiss is

a retired junior high
school teacher whose
experiences resettling a
Cambodian refugee
family in 1979 and her
trips to work in refugee
camps in Africa fueled
her interest in the
plight of the refugee.
Her first novel, Out of

the Dragon's Mouth (Flux, 2015) is based
on the true-life experiences of a

Vietnamese boat person. She lives with
her husband in Evanston, Illinois. 

Melinda Braun is
the author of the young
adult novels Stranded
and Avalanche, both
published by Simon
Pulse. Stranded was a
finalist for the 2016
Society of Midland
Authors Award in chil-
dren's fiction. She lives

in the Twin Cities with her family and is
working on her next book.

Richard Frisbie Award 
for Adult Nonfiction

Ted Anton is the
author of four books of
narrative nonfiction
and co-editor of a fifth.
Winner of a Carl
Sandburg Award and a
nominee for a National
Magazine Award, he
teaches nonfiction
writing at DePaul
University. 

Jillian McKeown is
the Head of Adult
Services at the
Wilmette Public
Library, and her
favorite genres to read
and listen to include
women and gender
studies, medical non-
fiction, horror and

short stories. She lives on the North Side
of Chicago with her husband and two cats. 

Pamela Olander spent 20 years in the
trenches of corporate America, traveled to
all 50 states, lived
overseas, and is cur-
rently working profes-
sionally as a psy-
chotherapist and pri-
vate ESL instructor.
She self-published The
Disappearance of
Frank Meisner and the
Allure of the Panama
Canal, which is based on family history
she researched, and has volunteered in
various capacities including historic

preservation and the Girl Scouts of America.
She is a Daughter of the American
Revolution and supports causes related to
children, the environment and wildlife. 

Adult Fiction
Lynn Sloan is a photographer and

author of This Far Isn't Far Enough, a
story collection (2018), and the novel
Principles of Navigation (one of Chicago
Book Review’s Best
Books of 2015), and
Midland Authors mem-
ber. Her short stories
have appeared in
numerous literary jour-
nals and NPR’s
Selected Shorts. She
exhibits her photographs
internationally, and
was Columbia College Chicago's professor
of photography for the MFA program, where
she founded Occasional Readings in Photo-
graphy and contributed critical essays to
Afterimage, Art Week and Exposure.

Jonis Agee is the author of 12 books,
including six novels, five collections of
short fiction and a book of poetry. 

She has been won numerous fellow-
ships and awards for her work including
an NEA, a Loft-McKnight, a Loft-
McKnight of
Distinction, a
Minnesota State Arts
Board Fellowship, a
Nebraska Arts grant,
the John Gardner
Award, three Notable
Books of the Year by
the New York Times,
three Nebraska Book
Awards and The High Plains Book Award,
among others.

Her most recent novels are The River
Wife and The Bones of Paradise. She is
the Adele Hall Professor of English and
Creative Writing at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln.

Robert Hellenga, a
novelist, essayist, short
story writer and three-
time Midland Authors
book award winner, is
the George Appleton
Lawrence distin-
guished service profes-
sor emeritus of English
and distinguished
writer-in-residence at Knox College. 
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27, USA Today included Patricia Skalka’s
Death Stalks Door County, Ted Kooser’s
Local Wonders: Seasons in the Bohemian
Alps, Sarah Stonich’s Vacationland and
2004 Midland Authors award winner Jim
Harrison on its “50 states, 50 books:
Travel the country with these evocative
reads.” ... The Illinois State Historical
Society’s March-April Illinois Heritage
published Stan “Tex” Banash’s letter
calling on the society to encourage and
promote the playing of the Illinois state
song in addition to commemorating
Statehood Day (Dec. 3) in the Land of
Lincoln, emphasizing “it is the least that
can be done.” ... Marlene Targ Brill
enjoyed reading Picture Girl, her middle-
grade historical fiction novel, to members
of the Illinois Authors Guild and student
readers from the DePaul graduate writing
program. Also, Marlene discussed and
read from her Diary of a Drummer Boy
on YouTube that will be part of a school
program sponsored by the Lake County
Dunn Museum’s Civil War Days. ...
Linda Gartz writes to say, “I’m thrilled
to report that Redlined: A Memoir of Race,
Change, and Fractured Community in
1960s Chicago has moved into the Final-
ist category for the Journey Award for

Eldon Ham writes to say he and his
daughter Carla, who is part of the Ham
Law practice, on April 20 “were both
interviewed by Garry Lee Wright on the
practice of entertainment law, fair use of
images and copyrights, the effects of
COVID-19 in the entertainment world,
and the like. [Also] I have an article
appearing the Law Bulletin on May 1
about OHIO, ‘The Song That Ended a
War.’ The 50th anniversary of the Kent
State shootings was May 4, and Neil
Young wrote the song, and CSN&Y
recorded and released shortly after.” ...
Libby Fischer Hellmann (see Literary
Latest, Page 11) writes to say, “A Bend in
the River, the novel I’ve been working on
over a year (about the Vietnam War from
the point of view of two Vietnamese sis-
ters), will be out in the fall. ... Martha
Miller has just signed a contract for Me
Inside, a young adult romance/suspense
book. It’s her eighth book, and it will be
out late this year. ... Two of David
Radavich’s coronavirus poems, “Corona
the Great” and “Karma Plus,” have been
featured on The New Verse News recent-
ly. Another poem, “In a Time of Trans-
formation: After
Wordsworth,”
appears on the
website
Wordsworth250,
which features
readings celebrat-
ing the 250th birth-
day of the great
poet. ... Kathleen
Rooney’s Cher
Ami and Major
Whittlesey (Penguin, Aug. 11) was
included in the May 24 Chicago
Tribune’s Summer 2020 Book Preview. ...
Eileen Meyer writes to say, “I have
received word I have been honored with
the Silver Medal, 2019 Florida Book
Awards: Older Children’s Literature for
my children’s book The Superlative A.
Lincoln: Poems About Our 16th President.
It was announced this spring and the
committee has deferred our awards until
spring 2021, when we will receive the
honor at the same time as the 2020 hon-
orees. (I split time between Illinois and a
quiet spot in north Florida.) ... On May

On May 3, Scott Turow tweeted to say,
“Amazon has named The Last Trial one
of the best books of the month. That
follows Amazon editor Al Woodworth
choosing the novel as one of 10 spring
books to highlight in the Saturday
Evening Post.” The book (see Literary
License, April 2020) debuted at No. 8
on the New York Times best-seller list.
(Photo tweeted by Scott).

2020, Society 
of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610

Editor: Thomas Frisbie
tomfrisbie@aol.com

Copy Editor: Beverly Offen

www.midlandauthors.com

Follow the Society on 
Twitter@midlandauthors

Society of Midland Authors members
can now pay their membership dues,
buy tickets to the annual dinner and
make donations on our website with
PayPal (there is a $1 fee to help cover
PayPal’s fee). To make a donation, visit
our home page at www.midlandau-
thors.com and click on the "Donate"
button in the upper right corner.

C 
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Special renewal fund
Because this is a time when authors
need to come together more than
ever, the Midland Authors has cre-
ated a special fund for any member
whose financial circumstances
would make it difficult to pay the
renewal dues of $40 for the coming
fiscal year, July 1, 2020, to June 30,
2021. 

Simply pay whatever you can
afford and mention on the renewal
form you are applying for the spe-
cial fund. 

Please don’t let your membership
lapse at a time when we all need
each other. 

Biblio File

Dues cover mailings and other organi-
zational expenses, but the Society always
needs additional money for programs
such as the awards at the annual May
banquet. Thanks to these members who
made contributions since the last newslet-
ter: Jamila Ra, Linda Gartz, and Jarice
Hanson.

Literary Largess



Narrative Non-Fiction in the Chanticleer
International Book Awards (CIBA).” ...
Linda Nemec Foster received an honor-
able mention for her poem, “A Modern
Parable for the End of the World,” from
the 2020 Allen Ginsberg Poetry Contest
sponsored by The Poetry Center in
Paterson, New Jersey. It is the third year
in a row that Linda’s work has received
awards from this international competi-
tion. Because of the pandemic, all of her
spring events have been rescheduled,
including the world premiere of her first
commissioned libretto with acclaimed
composer and musician, David Brunner,
which will now take place in May of
2021. With many programs moving
online, Linda was invited to read for The
Living Room Literary Online Series (via
Zoom) sponsored by the Detroit Writers
Guild and NYC’s Poets & Writers on
May 17. ... Michelle E. Moore’s book
Chicago and the Making of American
Modernism: Cather, Hemingway,
Faulkner, and Fitzgerald in Conflict
(Bloomsbury Academic, 2019) was sched-
uled to be out in paperback in spring. ...
Tracy Clark won the Mystery Writers of
America’s 2020 C.P. Putnam’s Sons Sue
Grafton Memorial Award in April. ... Lori
Andrews writes to say, “I hope you are
safe and healthy. Back in 2008, St.
Martin’s Press published my mystery
Immunity about a pandemic during a pres-
idential election. On April 28, Open Road
published it as an
ebook! I’ve had
great fun developing
a new website for
the book,
www.immunityanov-
el.com, with pages
on topics like
“Pandemic Art,
Humor, and
Fashion.” My nonfiction books have been
called prescient because I wrote a book
about the issues raised by genetic tech-
nologies long before the Human Genome
Project and another book about internet
privacy before the scandals erupted about
how social media commodifies our per-
sonal data. I never expected a disease akin
to my fictional pandemic to come to pass

and am saddened that many of the diffi-
culties I imagined (hierarchies in the dis-
tribution of protective equipment, airport
closings, difficulties in diagnosis and
treatment) are confronting us now.” ...
Barbara Gregorich’s young adult novel,
The F Words, is now under contract with
City of Light Publishing. It will be the
debut novel for its Young Adult imprint,
Cross Your Heart. The publication will
probably be 2021 or spring 2022. ...
Sometimes, even Biblio File slips up. This
item should have been reported earlier:
“In January, Charles Billington was busy
giving presentations throughout
Chicagoland. He presented at the Union
League Club, Bookstall at Chestnut
Court, Hanover Township Senior Center,
St. Ferrer in River Forest and St Vincent
de Roma in Cicero. Charles also appeared
on CLTV, ESPN Radio Pennsylvania and
the San Francisco Giants pre-game show.”
... A documentary titled “And Then They
Came For Us” based on Richard
Cahan’s and Michael Williams’ book
Un-American: The Incarceration of
Japanese Americans During World War
II, was broadcast the week of May 18 on
PBS stations across the country. Richard
says: “We are very proud of the movie.”
... Joseph Peterson posted in May to say,
“I'm thrilled to report that my book
Gunmetal Blue is ranked the # 1 best-sell-
er on Amazon for Noir Fiction.” ...
Edward Gordon has a forthcoming white
paper, “The 2030 Jobs Pandemic: The

Future of Unemployment.” ... Flint
Taylor wrote “Chicago Passed Police
Torture Reparations 5 Years Ago. Were
They Implemented?” for Truthout.org on
May 22. ... David L. Harrison tells
Biblio File, “I recently shared two home
videos of me reading from Now You See
Them, Now You Don’t and After Dark
with a friend in London. She shared them
with her aunt in Mexico City who is the
principal of an English school named
Humanitree. I have now also recorded
And the Bullfrogs Sing, A Place to Start a
Family and Crawly School for Bugs so
those will soon be ready to share with
teachers and librarians in the United
States, Mexico, England and anywhere
else where they might be of use. Second,
on April 20 I was told that the spring
issue of The Missouri Reader, the elec-
tronic journal published by Missouri
Reading Association is being dedicated to
me. I am over the moon honored and
delighted. Also, starting May 20 I kicked
off a new radio program. In a nutshell,
every Wednesday morning at 9:45 KSMU
Public Radio in Springfield, Missouri,
will broadcast readers reading poetry for
children. This is a collaborative idea
among the station, Springfield-Greene
County Public Library District, and me.
Also, my February 2020 release, After
Dark, Poems about Nocturnal Animals, is
being featured in Warner, New
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James Finn Garner writes to say:
“A group of us have recently launched
a video campaign meant to fund-raise

for independent
bookstores during
the current health
crisis.With the pop-
ulation staying
inside, our twist is
to have authors
give us a virtual
tour of their own
“locked down”
work spaces and

share a short piece of meaningful writ-
ing.

“The result? ‘Inside for Indies’ is now
up and running, with five videos on You-
Tube, with more on the way. The

authors show viewers their work spaces,
bookshelves, stuffed mascots, framed
mementos and distracting cats. The
videos remind people to donate to the
ABA’s Book Industry Charitable
Foundation and the GoFundMe page
for The Book Cellar, and to support
indie bookstores in general, whose suc-
cess in the past decade is threatened.

“Videos received so far are from
James Finn Garner, Christine Sneed,
Rick Kaempfer, Thomas Dyja, Michael
Zapata, Randy Richardson, Jeffrey
Brown, Rachel DeWoskin, Wade
Rouse/Viola Shipman.

“We hope to put up at least 30
videos.”

To volunteer to help, contact James
at velda@jamesfinngarner.com

Authors rally to help independent bookstores

James Finn
Garner



11LITERARY LICENSE, JUNE/JULY 2020

Turn to Page 12

GRIPPING TECHNO-THRILLER’

Libby Fischer Hellmann’s Virtually
Undetectable (The Red Herrings Press,
June 26, 2020) has been called “a grip-
ping techno-thriller.”

Hellmann tells Literary License, “This
was a new challenge for me. I was invit-
ed to take part in an interlocking series of
crime thrillers. The “High-Tech Crime
Solvers” consists of eight novels, all with
the word “Virtually” in the title. I could-
n’t resist the opportunity to throw my hat
in the ring. Both Jump Cut and High
Crimes have cyber-security angles to
them, but Virtually Undestructable takes
it to a new level. 

“The other reason I wrote it was to fea-
ture Ellie Foreman’s daughter, Rachel.
She’s now around 30, and to be honest,
Ellie is getting a little long in the tooth.
So I wanted to explore an organic way to
bring Rachel in as a possible new protag-
onist going forward. I’m thrilled with the
way it turned out. I hope readers will be
too.

“Also, on June 16, Shattering Glass
will be released. It's the first, extraordi-
nary release in a planned series of
anthologies from Nasty Woman Press.
Nasty Woman is a unique nonprofit pub-
lisher fighting to help organizations
imperiled by the rise of autocracy and the
ongoing war against civil and human
rights in the United States and across the

A COCKATOO’S TALE

Barbara Gregorich’s Cookie the
Cockatoo: Everything Changes
(Independently published, April 10, 2020)
takes a chronological look at the changes
that created our modern world through

the eyes of a cockatoo at the Brookfield
Zoo.

Gregorich says, “Today the Brookfield
Zoo is home to approximately 2,300 ani-
mals. But on July 1, 1934, when the zoo
first opened, it was home to only a few.

HONEST AND TENDER

Michele Weldon’s new book of essays,
Act Like You're Having a Good Time
(Northwestern University Press) is
described as an “honest and tender collec-
tion ... Weldon asks what it means to be a
mature woman seeking a life of purpose

Literary Latest

globe. A collection of top-flight fiction
from best-selling authors, fascinating arti-
cles, and thought-provoking essays, con-
versations and interviews, Shattering
Glass includes my short story ‘Daddy’s
Girls.’ ”

Among those few was a year-old Major
Mitchell’s cockatoo from Australia. The
zookeepers named her Cookie. But, as the
keepers discovered a year or two later,
Cookie was not a female bird – so 
Cookie changed from a female name to a
male name. And that was just the begin-
ning.

“Nobody could have predicted it way
back in 1934, but Cookie would see
many, many more changes. He would live
in the zoo for more than 80 years, becom-
ing the longest-lived cockatoo on record.
During those decades, the world saw
changes in music, science, transportation,
discovery, and attitudes. Cookie the
Cockatoo: Everything Changes imagines
what it would be like for a small (but
loud) bird to witness these profound
changes.

“It is aimed at middle-graders, ages 10-
plus – but will be enjoyed by adults as
well. In fact, adults have lived through
these changes, so they will enjoy the
story vicariously.”
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THREE FRIENDSHIPS

Norbert Krapf writes to say, “I have a
new volume coming out in May,
Southwest by Midwest, from Dos Madres
Press. At the center are my friendships
with three creative Native American
women, including Santa Clara Pueblo
potter Jody Naranjo, whose work my
wife and I collect. Included are 18 color
photos of Naranjo’s pots that inspired

and meaning through work, family, and
relationships.” 

Weldon tells Literary License: “I've
been writing and publishing essays for
decades, and it's probably my favorite
narrative form. Though this is my sixth
nonfiction book, it is my first book of
essays. I pictured how deliriously easy it
would be to pick and choose from the
thousands of essays I have already pub-
lished on scores of different sites; I would
just scoop them all up and tie them with a
bow and press send to an agent.

“ ‘Who would buy a book of your
essays when they can just Google you?’
was the swift response. ‘It's not like

you're a household
name.’

“So I set to writing
new essays (and not
publishing them was
an act of severe
restraint) and gathered
more than a dozen of
those plus four I loved
so much and had

already published. I divided by themes of
‘Life, Work and Meaning’ under the title,
Act Like You're Having A Good Time,
which is what my late father would say to
my five brothers and sisters and me if we
ever complained about anything. The
book speaks to getting to the point in life,
when all your potential is behind you and
uncertainty beckons and you need to rec-
oncile with yourself if and when you will
ever be enough. It's also hopefully a
hearty laugh in parts.

“Whether or not the fall book signings
are virtual or in real life, I will be having
a good time for certain.”

poems in the collection.
“I became interested in Native

American poetry in the 1960s, probably
as a result of hearing poet Simon Ortiz
read at Notre Dame, where I received my
MA and Ph.D. in English, with a focus on
American poetry. A year I spent teaching
in an exchange at West Oxon Technical
College, 1973-74, made us interested in
visiting prehistoric sites in the U.K., and
in the summer of 1975 we spent several
weeks camping in the Southwest explor-
ing Native sites, especially in New
Mexico, which we have since visited a
number of times. When I started to teach
at Long Island University in 1970, I read
Black Elk Speaks, which had a lasting
effect on me, and I taught it in freshman
English and World Lit classes and had
students write about it.

“Christie Cooke, a Navajo who came
from the Navajo Reservation in Arizona
to LIU on a volleyball scholarship, took
my American Poetry class in 2002 and in
her last semester did an independent
study with me on writing a memoir about
Growing Up Navajo. We invited her to
our house for Thanksgiving dinner, she
became close to us, and seven members
of her family came for her commence-
ment, some of them staying with us. We
have visited her family twice on the
reservation. Since receiving an MFA in
Creative Writing at the University of
Arizona, Christie has been teaching at
Haskell Indian Nations University in
Lawrence, Kansas. Since the early 1990s,
Jeanetta Calhoun Mish, Delaware, has
been a friend of ours. She is the current
Oklahoma Poet Laureate, but her home
base is Albuquerque. We got to know her
when her former husband Lance Henson,
Cheyenne poet, came to speak to students

Literary Latest

Continued from Page 11
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Michele Weldon

FEELINGS OF JOY

Here is what Jan Greenberg writes
about the new book she co-authored with
Sandra Jordan: World of Glass (Abrams
Young Readers).

“Some years ago a particularly biting
segment aired on 60 Minutes called ‘Yes,
But Is It Art?’ It began with Morley Safer
quoting P.T. Barnum's legendary remark
‘A sucker is born every minute.’ Safer
went on to say most contemporary art is
‘worthless junk.’ He even filmed a group
of children at the Whitney Museum, and
pointing to a large graffiti-like painting,
asked, ‘Do you think you could do as
well?’ One little boy announced, ‘I could
do better than that.’

“It seemed to me in the 1990s as if

in an interdisciplinary eighth grade
Westward Movement class my wife
taught in the Manhasset (an Indian name)
School system on Long Island, and I met
Jeanetta during one of his visits, liked her
poetry very much, saw her develop, and
invited her to read at Long Island
University. When I directed the CW Post
Poetry Center 1985-2003, I brought a
number of Native American poets to read
in our series. 

“We met Santa Clara Pueblo potter
Jody Naranjo at the Eiteljorg Museum of
the American Indian in Western Art,
where she comes annually for the Indian
Market the third weekend in June, fell in
love with her work, which we collect, and
became good friends with her. These are
the three Native women at the center of
this book, which includes colored photos
of eighteen of Jody’s gorgeous pots that
inspired poems in the collection. Jody
also lives close to Jeanette in
Albuquerque.”



Hampshire, as a Story Walk along a
nature trail near the public library. At a
series of stations along the way, walkers

can pause to read the next page of poems
and/or facts about nocturnal animals,
many of which can be found in that area.
In the same community, I’m happy to
learn that a collaboration between
MainStreet BookEnds book store and

Simonds Elementary School has resulted
in copies of another title of mine, A Place
to Start a Family, being given to every
kindergarten and first grade student in that
school. ... The April 2 Door County

‘ORIGINAL APPRAISALS’

Michelle E. Moore has co-edited with
Brian Brems a new collection coming out
in August: Refocus: The Films of Paul
Schrader (Edinburgh University Press).

From the publisher: “The volume one
of the first collections to assess Schrader's
contributions to directing, screenwriting
and criticism [and] includes the first orig-
inal appraisals of his much-lauded 2017
masterpiece ‘First Reformed’, as well as
a chapter-length interview with Schrader
himself, conducted by the editors.”
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everyone was talking about contemporary
art but very few people knew what they
were talking about. This was the gap in
the bookshelf, what every writer of non-
fiction would like to fill. At that time
there were no books for young readers
that focused on how to talk about con-
temporary art. Sandra Jordan, who, as
publisher of children's books at Farrar
Straus and Giroux, found my first novel
in 1979 in the slush pile. Years later she
decided to write herself. We met for
lunch and cooked up an idea to do a book
together, which turned into The Painter's
Eye: Learning to Look at Contemporary
American Art. By learning the vocabulary
of painting, young readers could begin a
conversation with new art and hopefully
come to it with a fresh eye. Now over 20
years later, we have collaborated on 14
books and most of them focus on 20th
and 21st century artists. What we enjoyed
about writing a book about Dale Chihuly
for children is that his glass artworks are
accessible almost all over America and
many other parts of the world. We can
see his work in botanical gardens, muse-
ums and public places, including parks,
outside of buildings or on street corners.
When we look at Chihuly's colorful large-
scale glass sculpture, we might experi-
ence feelings of joy, even awe. We won-
der how it was made. How did they
assemble hundreds of pieces of glass
together? What is the glassblowing
process? Since our books are geared for
young readers, Sandra Jordan and I are
always interested in our subject's child-
hood and how it affected his or her art-
works as an adult. 

“Through our editor Howard Reeves at
Abrams, the Chihuly Studio invited us to
write the first book for children about the
artist. They generously provided photos
of his childhood, images from many exhi-

Turn to Page 16

bitions, step-by-step photographs of glass
blowing, and also Dale's collections of
Americana. Spending three days in
Seattle and at Pilchuck, where he founded
a glass arts school in 1971, we were treat-
ed by his staff to all things Chihuly,
including a luncheon interview with Dale
and his wife Leslie. ‘All you have to do is
blow glass once and you want to become
a glassblower,’ the artist said. There's a
glass arts studio in St. Louis. I'm very
tempted to give it a try!’ ”

SECOND POETRY BOOK

The Sound of One Hand Typing
(Anaphora Literary Press, Feb. 22, 2020)
is Craig Sautter’s second book of poetry. 

From the publisher: “The poems in The

Sound of One Hand Typing are lyrical,
mythological, philosophical, political,
comical and surreal. Images float in the
ether of intelligent language seeking to
find the Zen beyond linguistic knowl-
edge.”

‘IT WILL MAKE YOU WANT TO LIVE LIFE’

BookTrib.com says Robert Hellenga’s
Love, Death & Rare Books
(Delphinium, March 17, 2020)  is “at its
heart ... a love story, not just between two
people, but between readers and books as
well. ... [It] will make you want to live
life, be alive and find joy in experiencing
the world as it is – present, past and
future. ... [It] is an essential addition to
the contemporary fiction genre.”

Biblio File
Continued from Page 10
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Each weekday, Chicagoan Matt Binns has been posting
videos of himself reading “Poems in a Time of Plague,”
providing a respite for pandemic-weary listeners. 

His inspiration for his readings goes back to a time the radio
quit on a driving holiday in France. He and his wife started read-
ing poetry out loud to each other. 

“We stopped in to Shakespeare and Co. in Paris and gathered
every book of poems our budget would allow and rhymed our
way down the allees of plane trees,” Binns said. “In the last two
months I feel like the radio quit again, this time from an over-
load of bad news and the continuous unpleasantness emanating
from Washington. I was recently learning how to remote teach
my Columbia students by making recorded lectures on
Mechanical Special Effects, and so I picked up some of those
books again to get into the swing of recording/lighting/sound

and editing and found it to be a soothing
diversion. 

“I’m not a poet nor a vocalist of any type,
as you can well see, but perhaps the random
nature of the selections will cause you (and
me) to listen to stuff we wouldn’t normally
and leave the stress behind for just a moment.”

Among the comments Binns has received
from people tuning in to his readings on
YouTube are: “OK, now you actually made

me cry. Beautiful rendition”; “Brilliant reading of a heart-break-
ing poem”; “Need to stop crying. Thanks for the program”;
“Thanks for the nightly dose of pleasantries”; “Always loved
that one. Thanks, Matt.” 

On May 14, Binns read longtime Midland Authors member
Margery Frisbie’s poem “Devon Avenue.” 

Devon Avenue
I will arise and go now, and go down to Devon Avenue 

Where we chalked hopscotch squares behind  
Rusnak's Furniture, 

and hid and
sought in dark stairs behind store rows, 

Where we lingered over memorable peach sundaes
at Olson’s Drug, 

a succulence never topped by any subsequent summer fruit;
our version of Franz’ ice cream treat at twenty-five cents –

the price of two movies at the Nortown
and one popcorn. 

And I shall have some peace, warming myself at the rotisserie
toasting chickens at Western, carrying home  

“twenty-five cents’ worth 
of cold meat, no head cheese” from Kroger's for  

our lunches, 
and “four nice loin lamb chops” from Fritz' Market

to eat with 

mashed potatoes and stewed tomatoes before the  
nightly rapture of Kick-the-Can. 

Behind the clerk at Heinnemann's 
behind the one hundred percent whole wheat at  
twelve cents, lurked a mural of a madcap fool 

singing the pleasures of the doughnut, not the hole.  

Ah, the pleasures of Devon Avenue. The Red 
Rocket's clang.    

The newsmen hawking the Trib and the Daily News  
at Western, 

Waves of buttery popcorn calling from Pop's next  
to the show. 

Italian biscotti. Tel Aviv Kosher Bakery.  
Imported vintage Kosher wines. 

Sari and salwar kamitz shops. Hungarian horseshoe 
bread. 

Fennugreek. Mustard 
and pomegranate 

seeds. North Indian sweets.

I will arise and go now. I will meet the fish-loving 
Bengalis from India and Bangladesh, vegetarian clientele  

from Gujarat, 
the proud owners of G. K. Grocers, 

Erica Nagel at the Tel Aviv Kosher Bakery. 

I will meet a skinny twelve-year-old kid I left there.  
She is tasting gulab jamon.

To listen to “Poems in a Time of Plague,” go to:
https://bit.ly/3bSXDrQ

To request a poem, leave a comment.
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A ‘nightly dose of pleasantries’

Matt Binns reads “Devon Avenue” on May 14 as part of his
“Poems in a Time of Plague” series.

Margery Frisbie



(Wisconsin) Pulse called Theodore J.
Karamanski’s Mastering the Inland Seas
a “colorful narrative.” ... On April 26,
WTSP (Tampa Bay, Florida) quoted
Walter Podrazik. ... The May 20
Minneapolis Star-Tribune called Rus

Bradburd’s All the Dreams We’ve
Dreamed “an intriguing, behind-the-
scenes look at both the madness of bas-
ketball in Chicago ... and the obsession
with guns and gang culture.” ... Rosellen
Brown was the judge for Columbus
(Georgia) State University’s first Donald
L. Jordan Prize for Literary Excellence,
which was announced on May 7.

Society of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419
Chicago IL 60610
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Upcoming
events

 Reflections Continued from Page 3

19th century French painting, another on
1890s American writers, and so forth.

I've also written 12 short stories, to
continue my streak of 22 from last year.

Since I caught whooping cough last
fall from a student, I decided to cancel
my fall DePaul “Chicago Politics: Bosses
& Reformers” freshmen class. If the coast
is clear, I'll probably pick up again in winter
with a course on “1968: American Trauma
and Transformation.” Last year marked
the 50th year since I started teaching, dur-
ing which I've taught classes in every
grade: K-college; philosophy, politics,
history, literature and creative writing.   

Milton Nieuwsma: During the pandem-
ic, mostly I have been Zooming with kids
and grandkids and trying to figure out
how to do book signings without leaving
home. In April, Brick Tower Press
brought out my book, Inventing America:
Conversations with the Founders. It is a
companion for the television series of the
same name filmed at Hope College,
which will re-air in July. Each episode in
the three-part television series explores
the origins of one of the three foundation-
al documents of the United States: the
Declaration of Independence, the U.S.
Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  

Biblio File
Continued from Page 13

Midland Authors will have a tent
at the Sept. 5-6 Printers Row
Lit Fest and an event at the fest

honoring this year’s award-winning
authors, unless the fest is rescheduled or
canceled, which seemed likely at press
time. Contact Joseph Gustaitis to sign up
for a two-hour time slot at the tent for $30
or to revise your plans, at jagustaitis@
yahoo.com. Two-hour slots run from 10
a.m.-6 p.m. (The 4 p.m.-6 p.m. slot is $15).

A presentation by New York Times
best-selling author Rick Perlstein about
his forthcoming book Reaganland (Simon
& Schuster, Aug. 4, 2020) is planned for
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2020. This event will be
held at 6 p.m. at the Harold Washington
Library, downtown Chicago, so save the
date! A Chicago resident, Perlstein wrote
The Invisible Bridge: The Fall of Nixon
and the Rise of Reagan; and Nixonland:
The Rise of a President and the
Fracturing of America. 


