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‘I try to be honest about
the realities of the world’

Amina Gautier has been awarded a
residency fellowship to spend a month in
Switzerland at The Chateau de Lavign.
Also, the Camargo Foundation in Cassis,

France, has awarded
her a fellowship and
named her one of its
2017-2018 fellows,
which means she will
spend two months this
fall in France at
Camargo. ... Barbara
Barnett won the 2016
Bram Stoker Award
for The Apothecary’s

Curse (See Literary License,
August/September 2016). The award was
scheduled to be presented April 29 in Los
Angeles. ... On April 19, Dennis
Hinrichsen was named Poet Laureate of
Lansing, Michigan. ... The general man-
ager of  Missouri
Meerschaum Co.,
maker of iconic corn-
cob pipes for 147
years (including those
smoked by Gen.
Douglas MacArthur),
was among those
who attended
Cynthia Clampitt’s
March 8 program at
the New Haven Branch
of Scenic (Missouri)
Regional Library.
Cynthia also recently
gave her program
“How corn changed
itself and then changed
everything else” at a
number of Chicago area locations. ... In
December, filming took place at Hope
College on Episode 2 of “Inventing
America: Conversations with the
Founders,” which was created by two-
time Emmy winner Milton Nieuwsma.
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Being a trial lawyer means
being a storyteller, but it
takes much more than that

to become an author, Stephen
Terrell of Indianapolis said April 11
at the Society of Midland Authors
monthly program.

“I am a trial lawyer,” Terrell told
the audience at the Cliff Dwellers
Club in Chicago. “We are story
tellers. You have to be able to take
all the evidence into court and put
it into a story for a jury.” 

One key to his writing, he said,
is, “I try to be honest about the
realities of the world. I do not want
to write things that are not honest
with police investigation policies.
... I disagree that you can’t tell a
good story [and stick to the facts].”

As a young man, Terrell said, he
was interested both in the law and
in writing, He saw that many fic-
tion writers struggle to make a living,
which helped him decide to go into law.

“When you grow up, the youngest of
seven, the son of working-class parents,
and you get to college, you do start think-
ing: When I graduate, I have got to make
a living at something, and for most people
writing fiction isn’t that,” he said.

After he left law school, he joined a
large law firm and worked so many hours
that he didn’t have time to write.

“Although I never totally gave up, there
was never that opportunity. I never had
the time to be able to do some of these

things,” he said. 
But as he approached age 50, he decid-

ed it was time to become a writer. 
“If I was going to do it, I needed to do

it now,” he said. “I had no knowledge of
publishing whatsoever. I ended up going
to the Midwestern Writers Workshop,
which is a wonderful event down at Ball
State University. 

“I sent out query letters and got my
rejections. For a while I thought I was the
only one, but I ended up going again the
next year and learning about self-publish-
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thors.com and click on the "Donate"
button in the upper right corner.

2017, Society 
of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610

Editor: Thomas Frisbie
tomfrisbie@aol.com

Copy Editor: Beverly Offen

www.midlandauthors.com

Follow the Society on 
Twitter@midlandauthors

The episode, “Making a Nation,” is part
of what is envisioned as an eight-part
series and will be released later this year.

The third episode will
focus on the Bill of
Rights. ... Kathy
Stevenson had an
essay on the op-ed
page of the Chicago
Tribune on March 3.
She also published
four essays recently on
the Brevity Nonfiction
blog. The latest one,

published on March 27, was titled: “Re-
Thinking an Essay: After It's Too Late.”
... On April 22, SMA Board Member
Joseph Gustaitis’ Chicago Transformed
won the Illinois State Historical Society
Book of the Year Award. ... Gloria
Whelan will receive the Mark Twain
Award for distinguished contributions to
Midwestern literature on June 2 at the
Kellogg Center of Michigan State
University. The award is given by the
Society for the Study of Midwestern
Literature. Previous winners include
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Milton
Nieuwsma

ing. What I didn’t want at
the age I was getting to
was having the book sim-
ply simply sit on the
shelf.”

Terrell now has self-pub-
lished four books: two
legal thrillers, a story col-
lection and a nonfiction
book about a motorcycle
adventure. He is working on a fifth, for
which he is seeking a publisher.

His first book was Stars Fall.
“One of the many characters is a law

clerk who is a bit naive, very book
smart,” he said. “He falls into a situation
where he is accused of murdering the
judge he works for, a state supreme court
judge.”

As part of his presentation, Terrell
brought a bottle of Writers Tears
whiskey, from which he served small
shots to whoever asked a question. 
The liquor bills itself as “a salute to
these great writers with a style of
whiskey that was popular in Joyce’s
Dublin …”

“It was said that when an Irish
writer cried, he cried tears of
whiskey,” Terrell said. 

Terrell also said he had links to the
Society of Midland Authors even in
his youth.

“When I was growing up, my dad
was a factory worker, and my mom
was a part-time cafeteria worker in a
school,” he said. “My dad had a third-
grade education and my mom had a sixth-
grade education, but we always had books
in the house.”

One of those books was
the complete works of
James Whitcomb Riley,
the “Hoosier poet” and a
member of the Society of
Midland Authors.  

“One of my older sisters
read to me, and she read to
about the Raggedy,
Raggedy man, My favorite

was about the bear hunt.”
The second SMA member who influ-

enced Terrell was Clarence Darrow. 
“When I was maybe in junior high, I

read a biography of Darrow, after I had
seen ‘Inherit the Wind,’ ” he said. “That
planted the seeds of becoming a lawyer.”

To get started, Terrell also bought
Scrivener, a content management program
that helps authors create an outline, keep

track of characters, take notes, restruc-
ture a book, and view research while
they are writing. Although Terrell said
he is a fast writer, he still found

Scrivener to be indispensible. 
“I would not have written the nov-

els if I had not used Scrivener,”
Terrell said. “It is that valuable to me
as an organizational and a writing
tool.”

Terrell said his first attempt writ-
ing a novel did not produce good
results and earned him only rejection
letters. He then rewrote it into what 
became Stars Fall and self-published

it.
“After the success of Stars Fall – what

I considered success – I really didn’t have
the energy to go through that agent
process again,” he said.
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The Society of Midland Authors has
announced its choices today for its
annual awards, honoring the best

books by Midwest authors published in
2016.

In each category, a panel of literary
judges chose a winner, as well as one or
more honorees whose work was also
deemed worthy of recognition. The
Society will present the awards May 9 in
Chicago.

ADULT FICTION

WINNER: Desiree Cooper, Know the
Mother, Wayne State University Press.
(Author lives in Southfield, Mich.)

HONOREES: Louise Erdrich,
LaRose, Harper. (Author lives in Loring
Station, Minn.)

Margaret Luongo, History of Art:
Stories, Louisiana State University Press.
(Author lives in Oxford, Ohio.)

Darryl Pinckney, Black Deutschland,
Farrar, Straus and Giroux. (Author is an
Indianapolis native and now lives in New
York.)

The judges for Adult Fiction were
Stephen Sposato, David MacLean and
Eckhard Gerdes.

ADULT NONFICTION

WINNER: Ethan Michaeli, The
Defender: How the Legendary Black
Newspaper Changed America, Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt. (Author lives in
Chicago.)

HONOREES: Katherine Zoepf,
Excellent Daughters: The Secret Lives of
Young Women Who Are Transforming the
Arab World, Penguin Press. (Author is a
former Cincinnati resident who now lives
in New York.)

Mark Johnson and Kathleen
Gallagher, One in a Billion: The Story of
Nic Volker and the Dawn of Genomic
Medicine, Simon & Schuster. (Authors
live in Milwaukee.)

Natalie Y. Moore, The South Side: A
Portrait of Chicago and American
Segregation, St. Martin’s Press. (Author
lives in Chicago.)

The judges for Adult Nonfiction were
Susan Croce Kelly, Kim Hiltwein and
Libby Hellmann.

BIOGRAPHY & MEMOIR
WINNER: Mary Wisniewski, Algren:

A Life, Chicago Review Press. (Author
lives in Chicago.)

HONOREES: Ken Ilgunas,
Trespassing Across America: One Man’s
Epic, Never-Done-Before (and Sort of
Illegal) Hike Across the Heartland, Blue
Rider Press. (The author is a former
Benedict, Neb., resident who lives near
Greensboro, N.C.)

Todd Mayfield (with Travis Atria),
Traveling Soul: The Life of Curtis
Mayfield, Chicago Review Press.
(Mayfield lives in Chicago.)

Donna Solecka Urbikas, My Sister’s
Mother: A Memoir of War, Exile and
Stalin’s Siberia, University of Wisconsin
Press. (Author lives in Chicago.)

The judges for Biography & Memoir
were Bob Remer, Jerry Apps and
Ronne Hartfield.

CHILDREN’S FICTION
WINNER: Pete Hautman, The

Forgetting Machine, Simon & Schuster.
(The author lives in Golden Valley,
Minn.)

HONOREE: Meg Fleming, I Heart
You, Simon & Schuster. (Author is a for-
mer Fox River Grove, Ill., resident who
lives in San Francisco.)

The judges for Children’s Fiction were
Marlene Targ Brill, Patricia
McKissack and Mary Losure.

CHILDREN’S NONFICTION
WINNER: David L. Harrison, Now

You See Them, Now You Don’t,
Charlesbridge Publishing. (Author lives
in Springfield, Mo.)

HONOREES: Jeff Gall and Micah
Gall, Buck O’Neil: Baseball’s

Ambassador, Truman State University
Press. (Authors live in Missouri.)

April Pulley Sayre, The Slowest Book
Ever, Boyds Mill Press. (Author lives in
South Bend, Ind.)

The judges for Children’s Nonfiction
were Pat Kummer, Andrea Warren and
Suzanne Slade.

POETRY
WINNER: Tyehimba Jess, Olio,

Wave Books. (Author lives in Chicago.)
HONOREES: John Koethe, The

Swimmer, Farrar Straus Giroux. (Author
lives in Milwaukee.)

Vi Khi Nao, The Old Philosopher,
Nightboat Books. (Author lives in South
Bend, Ind.)

The judges for Poetry were Rosina
Neginsky, Jill Baumgaertner and
Joshua Corey.

JAMES FRIEND MEMORIAL AWARD
FOR LITERARY AND DRAMATIC

CRITICISM
WINNER: Rick Kogan, columnist and

reporter for the Chicago Tribune, author,
and host of “After Hours” on WGN-AM
radio.

AWARDS BANQUET DETAILS
The annual awards dinner will take

place Tuesday, May 9, at the Cliff
Dwellers Club, 200 S. Michigan, 22nd
floor, Chicago, which features a beautiful
view of Lake Michigan and Millennium
Park. A reception with cash bar begins at
6 p.m. followed by the dinner and awards
ceremony at 7 p.m.

The master of ceremonies will be Keir
Graff, the executive editor of Booklist
and co-host of Publishing Cocktails.
Graff is the author of two middle-grade
novels, including The Matchstick Castle,
and novels for adults, most recently the
thriller The Price of Liberty. 

He’s co-editor of “Montana Noir,”
coming in September from Akashic
Books.

Tickets are $75 each.
Reservations can by made by PayPal or

check at www.midlandauthors.com.

A registration form can be found on
Page 8.

May 9, 2017, dinner

Cliff Dwellers
200 S. Michigan Avenue
22nd floor

6 p.m. - Social Hour
7 p.m. - Program

Tickets: $75

The 2017 SMA book award winners
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Gwendolyn Brooks, Ted Kooser and
Philip Levine. ... An eight-page feature
article, “Scars of Custer's Defeat,” by
Stan “Tex” Banash appears in the June
issue of Wild West magazine. Unlike arti-
cles that focus on the Battle of the Little

Bighorn in 1876, this
piece describes the
traumatic and emo-
tional impact Custer's
death had on his fam-
ily, friends and the
residents of Monroe,
Michigan, his home-
town. ... Andrea
Warren was sched-
uled to speak April
25 at the Kearney

Public Library to help celebrate
Nebraska’s 150th anniversary. ... The
April 25 Chicago Tribune quoted Dick
Simpson. ... On April 17, Connecticut
Magazine wrote about the story told in
Ann Bausum’s Sergeant Stubby and

Biblio File
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STORYTELLING MAGIC

Scott Turow’s new book is Testimony
(Grand Central Publishing, May 16,
2017).

As the publisher explains it, the book
tells the story of former prosecutor Bill
ten Boom, who has walked out on his law
career, his wife, Kindle County, even his
country. Still, when he is tapped by the
International Criminal Court – an organi-
zation charged with prosecuting crimes
against humanity – he
feels drawn to what
will become the most
elusive case of his
career. Over 10 years
ago, in the apocalyp-
tic chaos following
the Bosnian war, an
entire Roma refugee
camp vanished. Now
for the first time, a
witness has stepped forward.   

Boom's task is to examine the witness’
claims and determine who might have
massacred the Roma. His investigation
takes him from the International Criminal
Court's base in Holland to the cities and
villages of Bosnia and secret meetings in

MAKING A SPLASH

Greg Borzo’s new book, it’s safe to
say, is set to make a splash. It’s Chicago's
Fabulous Fountains (Southern Illinois
University Press, May 10, 2017).

Chicago has more than 125 public
fountains that are diverse, artistic, fasci-
nating, and architecturally and historical-
ly important. 

Borzo writes to say,
“Chicago’s architec-
ture is stunning, its
museums world-
renowned and its per-
forming arts vibrant. 

“Somehow its out-
door public fountains
have been over-
looked, even though
they contribute archi-
tecture in motion, museums without walls
and effervescent performers that sing and
dance with a cast of water and wind,
metal and stone, air and light. 

“My new coffee table book celebrates
the Windy City’s more than 125 public
fountains. Original photos bring them to
life, and the text covers the history and
mystery of these water-tossers.

“These fountains, from the big shots to
the little squirts, have plenty to spout
about. Who planned and funded them,
and why? Who designed them? What do
they say about the city’s politics, person-
alities and priorities? This book will belp
the reader discover Chicago’s fountains,
many of which are hidden in plain sight.
And it will serve as a portal to better Turn to Page 5Turn to Page 5

Greg Borzo

Andrea Warren
Scott Turow

Robert Loerzel recently snapped this
photo of a portrait of James Whitcomb
Riley, the Society of Midland Authors’
first honorary president. The portrait
hangs at the Indianapolis Museum of
Art. It was painted in 1891 by
Theodore Clement Steele.

understand the city. As Gary Johnson,
president of the Chicago History
Museum, put it, ‘After reading this book,
every time you see a fountain you will
wonder, ‘What’s its story?’ ”

Complementing Borzo’s text are around
100 fine-art color photos of the fountains,
taken by photographer Julia Thiel for this
book, and a smaller number of historical
photos.
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NEW BOOK ON D-DAY

Edward Gordon writes to say:
“Prometheus Books is publishing my new
book, Divided on D-Day: How Conflicts
and Rivalries Jeopardized the Allied
Victory at Normandy. My co-author is a

STORY THAT NEEDED TO BE TOLD

Here’s what James Conroyd Martin
tells Literary License about his new book,
The Boy Who Wanted Wings (See Literary
Latest, January, 2017/December 2016). 

“During the writing of my Poland
Trilogy, people kept reminding me of the
conflict that took place at Vienna when,
after months of assault, the citadel was
hours away from falling to the Turks.
Vienna was seen as the gateway to
Christian Europe. In those last hours a
multi-national force led by King Jan
Sobieski and his winged hussars descend-
ed the steep hills of the Vienna Woods
and won the day. I did some research and
thought it a great story that needed to be
told.”

The book (Hussar Quill Press, 2016)
tells the story of Aleksy, who has two
heartfelt wishes: to become a winged hus-
sar and to pursue the daughter of the local
noble. Because of his peasant status, both
quests are impossible – and yet one day
he must choose between them. That day
is Sept. 11, 1683.

The departure of Karl Kageff from
Southern Illinois University Press, where
he was editor in chief, is discouraging
news for many authors, former SMA
President Richard Lindberg said. 

Kageff, who had been at the press for at
least 17 years, edited books written by
several members of the Society of
Midland authors, Lindberg said.

“He was a really good editor,”

Lindberg said. “He was very open to
ideas and never summarily rejected any-
thing. He exercised great patience with
authors if he sensed a good story.”

Greg Borzo, whose latest book was
edited by Kageff, said, “Karl was a pro and a
pleasure to work with. That will be a loss
for the press and the Society of Midland
Authors, many of whose members over
the years have worked with him.”

Literary Latest
Continued from Page 4
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Stubby the War Dog. ... Chris Abani was
scheduled to give an April 26 reading at
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
... Benjamin Busch was scheduled to be
a guest host May 3 as part of Traverse
City’s National Writers Series.
MyNorth.com noted Benjamin “has a
reputation as a prankster. During a visit
of writers and producers Jim and Lynn
Kouf last year, Busch organized for a

Grimm monster to
appear on stage.” ...
Cornelia Mutel was
scheduled to speak
April 10 at
Morningside College
on the impacts of cli-
mate change in Iowa
and how to write
effectively about
environmental sci-

ence. ... Bonnie Jo Campbell was sched-
uled to read April 12 at the ninth annual
Little Grassy Literary Festival at
Southern Illinois University Carbondale.
... The March 31 Chicago Tribune quoted
Ann Durkin Keating on the historical
roots of Chicago’s name. ... Anne-Marie
Oomen was among the poets who gave
an April 22 Earth Day reading at the
Petoskey (Michigan) Carnegie Building.
... In Streator, Illinois, Northlawn Junior
High School students were scheduled to
meet April 27 with Crystal Chan, and to
each get a copy of her novel, Bird. ...
Dennis Byrne’s essay on a proposed
Chicago change in what it takes to get a
high school diploma ran in the April 19
Chicago Sun-Times. ... The April 21
Pacific Standard reviewed Donna
Seaman’s Identity Unknown:
Rediscovering Seven American Women
Artists, writing, “Seaman creates an artis-
tic afterlife for seven women artists
whom we can no longer forget.” ...
Anatomy of Innocence: Testimonies of the
Wrongfully Convicted, edited by Laura
Caldwell and Leslie S. Klinger, was
scheduled be released March 28. ... Kate
DiCamillo was scheduled to be at
Minneapolis’ Illusion Theater on March
31. 

Follow Biblio File on Twitter
@BiblioFile_SMA.

Cornelia Mutel

Washington, D.C., as Boom sorts through
a host of suspects. 

Booklist said, “Turow applies the same
storytelling magic to the ICC that has
drawn scores of readers into his Kindle
County courtrooms, weaving fascinating
details about the challenges of prosecut-
ing war crimes into a suspenseful story of
redemption and the complexities of jus-
tice.”

Publishers Weekly said, “[Turow]
movingly evokes the horrors of the
Balkan wars in this gripping thriller.”

Author Daniel Silva wrote, “The master
of the courtroom drama, Scott Turow's
latest legal thriller goes international and
is a page turner not to be missed!”

Authors laud departing SIU press editor

British historian David Ramsay. The pub-
lication date is Sept. 19.”

Among the questions the book address-
es are: 

What caused the two-month delay for
the Allied breakout from the Normandy
beachhead? Why did the bulk of the
German Army escape from the Falaise
Pocket? Who stopped Patton’s 1944
advance into Germany? Why did it take
so long to open the Port of Antwerp,
needed for securing the required supplies
for the Allied advance into Germany? 

The book now can be pre-ordered on
Amazon and a number of other websites.



Patricia McKissack, 1944-2017

As a children’s fiction judge for the
2017 Society of Midland Authors book
awards, Patricia McKissack suggested
the judges exchange signed copies of their
books. 

But although Ms. McKissack finished
reading the books and judging them, she
did not get a chance to exchange any
books. She died April 7 at age 72 in
Bridgeton, Missouri, of what her son said
was cardiac arrest.

Patricia McKissack and her late husband,
Fredrick L. McKissack, who died in 2013,
were longtime members of the Society.
They won the Society’s 2000 Children’s
Nonfiction Award for Black Hands, White
Sails: The Story of African American
Whalers (Scholastic Press). For that book
the couple went to the East Coast and
learned more “about sailing than any two
people who didn’t have a sailboat,” one of
their three sons, Fredrick McKissack Jr.,
told the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

Their book Young, Black, and
Determined: A Biography of Lorraine
Hansberry (Holiday House) was a 1999
SMA Children’s Fiction finalist.

Their two SMA award-win-
ning books were among more
than 100 they wrote about
African American history and
folklore.     

In 1992, Ms. McKissack won
a Newbery honor for outstand-
ing contribution to children’s
literature for The Dark-Thirty:
Southern Tales of the
Supernatural.

Among the other awards she or she and
her husband won were a Caldecott honor
for distinguished picture book for
Mirandy and Brother Wind (1988); nine
Coretta Scott King Author and Honor
awards; a 2001 Virginia Hamilton
Literary Award; a 2012 PEN/Steven Kroll
Award; an ALA Notable Children's Book
award; a 1993 Horn Book Award; a 1995
Orbis Pictus Award; an NCSS-CBC
Notable Children's Trade Book in the
Field of Social Studies award, and an IRA
Teacher's Choice award. 

Most of her works of folkloric fiction
she wrote by herself. Most of books she

co-authored with her husband were non-
fiction works about important African
Americans. But Ms. McKissack told the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch that, although her
name was the only one on most of the fic-
tion titles, “We never separated them. We
were a team.”

The couple began writing together in
the 1980s. Their first book together was

Abram, Abram, Where Are We
Going? (1984).

The couple’s Sojourner Truth:
Ain’t I a Woman? (1992), was
“arguably the best” biography
of Truth for young readers, the
New York Times Book Review
said.

Ms. McKissack also wrote a
book with her son Fred Jr., Best
Shot in the West: The
Adventures of Nat Love (2012).  

Her latest book, Let’s Clap, Jump, Sing
& Shout; Dance, Spin & Turn It Out!,
was published in January.

“When I started writing a number of
years ago, there were very few books for,
by and about the African-American expe-
rience for children in picture books,
beginning readers, novels, fiction or non-
fiction,” Ms. Mckissack said in an inter-
view with Reading Rockets, a national
multimedia literacy initiative. ... [O]ur
niche was that time period between 1800
and 1900 – that's pre-Civil War, Civil
War, post-Civil War, up through and until
the Harlem Renaissance.”
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This year’s Printers Row Lit Fest
will be on June 10 and 11 in the
South Loop. 

The Society of Midland Authors has
tent spaces available for members.  

To sign up for a two-hour slot, contact
Thomas Frisbie at tomfrisbie@aol.com.

The fee is $30 (the 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. slot
is half price, at $15.)

At Literary License’s press time, there
still were slots available  from 10 a.m. to
noon; and 4 p.m. to 6 p.m on Saturday,
June 10; and from 10 a.m. to noon; 2
p.m. to 4 p.m. and 4 p.m. to 6 p.m on
Sunday, June 11. 

Authors who sign up for a time slot can
sell their books during that time. Authors
are responsible for transporting their
books to and from the tent.

The SMA has been at Printers Row
since Richard Lindberg and Carol
Carlson started the tradition in 2000, as,
Lindberg said, “a means of showcasing
and promoting the aims of the Society
and the fine work of our author members
for a nominal fee – far less than what
individuals might otherwise pay were
they to reserve a table on their own.” 

Last year, more than a dozen SMA
members sold their books at the Lit Fest,
the Midwest's largest annual free literary
event.

A note to authors: Prepare for gusts of
wind and don’t be surprised if it rains.

Final chapters
Still time 
to sign up for
Printers Row
lit festival

Dues cover mailings and other organi-
zational expenses, but the Society always
needs additional money for programs
such as the awards at the annual May
book awards banquet. 

Thanks to Richard Bales, Jeannie
Morris and Joseph Gustaitis, who made
recent contributions.

SMA Support

Patricia
McKissack



7LITERARY LICENSE, MAY 2017

Part 18 of the history of the Society. 

On Aug. 29, 1941, Hobart
Chatfield-Taylor wrote a letter
from his home in Santa Barbara,

California, to the Society. He had just
received the SMA's yearbook in the mail,
noticing that his name was still listed as
"honorary president," and that the histori-
cal sketch he'd written decades earlier was
still running. Calling himself "an antedilu-
vian valetudinarian who once upon a time
was an author," he said that seeing these
words in print "did my feeble self more
good, I believe, than any of the nostroms
which the Medical fraternity has been
administering to me to
aid my recovery from
a major operation." 
He also took pride in
the fact that the SMA
was still in existence:
"That a society
designed for the
avowed 'purpose of
bringing authors
together in closer association' could be
organized so ably that it would endure for
over a quarter of a Century, is indeed
notable; but even more remarkable is the
fact that being born when the world was
aflame with war, it has survived until a
war again is being waged for the destruc-
tion of a civilization, in the creation of
which the authors of past ages have been
so vital a factor."

In closing, Chatfield-Taylor, who died
in 1945, offered this benediction: "That
the Society of Midland Authors may con-
tinue to live so long as there are authors
in our midlands and bring future genera-
tions of them together year by year in
close reunion is my heartfelt wish."

In the 1940s, the Society held luncheons
and dinners at the Tavern Club, the Arts
Club, Normandy House, the University
Club, the Casino and the Seneca Hotel. On
Nov. 28, 1940, the Chicago Tribune's "A
Line O' Type or Two" column observed:
"We thought that all the authors in this
erstwhile literary capital of the nation …
had departed for Hollywood until we ran
into a soiree of the Society of Midland
Authors the other night. There were dozens
of them, including the inevitable consorts."

The following year, Arthur Meeker Jr.

(1902-1971) became the SMA's president.
Born in Chicago to a wealthy family,
growing up on the South Side's ritzy
Prairie Avenue, he'd written society and
travel articles for Chicago newspapers, and
then turned to authoring historical novels. 

"According to his publishers, he has
been dubbed 'the embryo boy-king of
Chicago society,' " The New York Times
reported in 1929. In 1941, when he learned
that his novel The Ivory Mischief had
been chosen as the Book of the Month
Club's selection, "Mother looked troubled
at once and advised me earnestly: 'Better
not, dear; it's probably all a mistake,' " he

later recalled in his
memoir, Chicago With
Love. The novel went
on to become a huge
hit, selling 400,000
copies. "It took me
three novels to learn
how to write a novel,"
Meeker later said at an
SMA luncheon. "We

have to see our mistakes in print before
we realize what is wrong."

On Dec. 7, 1941 – the day when
the Japanese attacked Pearl
Harbor, sparking the United
States' entrance into World War
II – the Tribune published an
essay by Meeker, appraising
Chicago's role in the literary
world at that time. He lamented
the exodus of writers from the
city in the 1920s:

“It has taken us the better part
of 20 years to win back what we
have lost. Let us admit that
there are some respects in which Chicago
is still painfully lacking as a literary cen-
ter (to say nothing of capital!). Altho we
have produced a great many new writers,
we have yet to achieve a prose magazine
of national importance or a notable pub-
lishing house outside of the religious,
educational, and perhaps the juvenile
fields. … It also is true that America's
second largest city remains amazingly
ignorant of, and indifferent to, the creative
artists living in its midst. I speak of the
population in general, not of any particu-
lar sector – tho I well remember the feel-
ing of isolation that assailed me as a boy

when I first realized that, of the hundreds
of people I know, not one was aiming for
the goal I was determined to reach.

“This, of course, is a bad thing, in that it
forces a writer to pursue his career in a kind
of vacuum, uninfluenced by many of the
most stimulating trends of the time. But it
is also – at least in my opinion – a good
thing, because our very remoteness from
the life around us encourages originality.

It is a distinct characteristic of the mod-
ern Chicago author that he (or she) is more
or less a lone wolf. Gone is the convivial
period when crowds of the town's bright-
est wits forgathered daily over a glass of
beer or it might have been a whole table
d'hôte of staggering prewar proportions.
In those halcyon days everybody knew
everybody else's literary business. A's
novel, B's sonnet sequence, C's second act
were discussed in passionate detail, not
only after publication, but while they
were actually in process of construction.

“Nowadays that has completely changed.
Taking our cue from the prevailing apathy
of our fellow citizens, we literati have

learned to let one another peacefully
alone. Not personally – O, dear

no! We like and respect one
another enormously; we're per-
fectly friendly whenever we
meet; and we meet a deal
oftener than you might think, at
each other's houses or in such

agreeable semipublic assemblies
as provided by the P.E.N. club

and the Society of Midland
Authors.

“There is, however, a marked
absence in the middle west of lit-

erary log-rolling. And when an author
meets an author coming thru the smoke
and debris of that peculiar form of social
earthquake known by courtesy as a ‘liter-
ary tea,’ they seldom speak of what
they're doing. Each man's work stays invi-
olate, his own secret garden; so that we
who write for a living are quite as much
surprised as any one when our best friend
turns out to have whipped up a Pulitzer
prize winner or a Book of the Month club
selection. Browning called privacy ‘an
obscure nook’; for Chicago writers, who
deliberately seek it, it may be a pleasant
and profitable nook as well.”

The Midland Authors in World War II

Literary
Lore

Robert
Loerzel

Arthur Meeker Jr.
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Society of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419
Chicago IL 60610

Address Service Requested

Society of Midland Authors
Dinner Registration Form

The Society of Midland
Authors annual awards
banquet will be held May 9
at the Cliff Dwellers Club,
22nd floor, 200 S.
Michigan, Chicago. 

The reception with a
cash bar will start at 6 p.m.
Dinner will begin at 7 p.m. 

Keir Graff will be the
emcee.

Number of medallions of pork tenderloin dinners at
$75 each. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Number of vegetarian (wild mushroom ravioli) dinners
at $75 each.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Donation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Name:

Number of grilled filet of salmon dinners at $75 each. 

Please clip above form and mail to: Dinner Reservation, Society of Midland Authors, P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610
You may also download a similar form at our website, www.midlandauthors.com or pay via PayPal.


