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Archives yield new secrets
about Hemingway’s life 

Former SMA President Bernard
Brommel wrote in December to say, “A
colleague encouraged me to return to
writing. This has resulted in a chapter in a
book to be published, hopefully by the end
of the year. The chapter deals with my ex-
periences in dialysis clinics in eight different
states. I apply some communication theories
to sense-making as a client in these dis-
parate settings. Dr. Tony Adams, who is my
replacement at Northeastern Illinois Uni-
versity, is working on a book on the subject
of forgiveness and asked for my views on
the subject. I have given him a 30-page
draft for his review. This writing has been
challenging, but maybe at 96 I can still make
a contribution.” ... Benjamin Busch inter-
viewed author Ann Patchett before a
National Writers Series event in Traverse
City on Oct. 22 and hosted her for a two-
hour stage event. “She was fantastic,” he
writes. ... A headline in the Dec. 23
(Chicago) Daily Herald read: “Daily Herald
history columnist retiring at 93.” The
story listed some of Margery Frisbie’s
accomplishments, including “nearly a
dozen books.” It also
said, “But if there’s
one constant in her
long career, it’s her
ability to tell stories.”
... On Dec. 26,
Bonnie Jo Campbell
Instagrammed a photo
of the books on the
floor by her bed “that
are helping me write my new novel.”
Among the titles, Louise Erdrich’s The
Last Report on the Miracles at Little No
Horse. ... Eldon Ham wrote “Fenwick,
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Robert K. Elder is known as an
author and writer, but at heart he
also is an archivist. 

“I love archives,” Elder said at the
Society of Midland Authors Jan. 10 pro-
gram at the Harold Washington Library
Center in Chicago. “I believe archives are
where you go for secret histories.”

Elder’s interest in archives goes back to
his college years at the University of
Oregon, where he annotated and archived
Ken Kesey’s personal papers. 

More recently, he turned to archives to
co-author Hidden Hemingway: Inside the
Ernest Hemingway Archives of Oak Park
(Kent State University Press, June, 2016).
As he and co-authors Aaron Vetch and
Mark Cirino researched the book, they
ran across items that have helped reshape
scholars’ understanding of Hemingway.  

“There are all sorts of discoveries we
made – some that we wanted to make,
some that we didn't want to make, that we
stumbled into,” Elder said. “It made for a
fascinating biography work.”

The coffee table book – “essentially his
life through objects” – includes some
never-before-seen items, including family
photos, teenage diaries, bullfighting tick-
ets and love letters – all unearthed in
archives.

“An asset that we had, that no one had
really shined a light on, were these
archives,” Elder said. 

Hemingway’s hometown of Oak Park,
Illinois, is home to several Hemingway
archives. One is at his birthplace, now a

museum run by the Ernest Hemingway
Foundation of Oak Park. Another collec-
tion, maintained by the foundation,
resides at the Oak Park Public Library.
The library itself has an archive that
includes such things as correspondence
and first editions, Elder said. And the
Historical Society of Oak Park and River
Forest has additional material. 

“This was a treasure trove that kept giv-
ing,” Elder said. “ ... I found letters at the
Historical Society that the Hemingway
Foundation did not even know about.”

Part of the reason the archives hold so
much is that Hemingway was a “pack
rat,” Elder said.

“He kept receipts. He kept basketball
tickets.”

One note Elder discovered suggested

Literary Landscape
with Edward ‘Ted’ McClelland

Literary Lessons
Mary Kay Shanley

Literary Legwork
Richard Frisbie

PAGE 3 PAGE 8

Literary Latest
New Books

PAGES 4-5 PAGE 6

BY THOMAS FRISBIE

Bonnie Jo
Campbell

Robert K. Elder discusses his latest book,
Hidden Hemingway, at the Harold
Washington Library Center on Jan. 10. 
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Justice, Logic All Lose” on Nov. 23 for
CBS Chicago. ... Chicago Magazine
ranked Ethan Michaeli’s The Defender:

How the Legendary
Black Newspaper
Changed America and
Natalie Y. Moore’s
The South Side: A
Portrait of Chicago
and American Segre-
gation among its “Best
Books About Chicago,
by Chicagoans.” ...

The Dec. 15 Chicago Tribune interviewed
Dick Simpson about Chicago corruption.
... On Facebook, Edward “Ted”
McClelland wrote, “Have a Midwestern-
themed book proposal? Consider pitching
it to Notches, Belt Publishing’s new
imprint. How to Speak Midwestern (See
Literary Landscape, Page 3) was the first
Notches book, and it’s been the best pub-
lishing experience of my career: It’s gar-
nering more sales and attention than my
other books combined, even those that I
wrote for Big Five New York publishers.”
... Charlene Baumbich is scheduled to
speak at bookseller Paperbacks and
Pieces’ new lunchtime series in Winona,
Minnesota. ... The Atlantic’s CityLab.com
quoted Dominic Pacyga on Dec. 23
about the history of Chicago’s South
Lawndale neighborhood. ... On Dec. 22,
BuzzFeed listed Rebecca Makkai’s “It’s
Alright, It’s Alright, It’s Alright” among
its “12 fantastic pieces
of fiction from 2016
you need to read.” ...
The Jan. 4 Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette profiled
Patricia Polacco (see
Literary Latest, Page
4). ... Robert Pruter
recently contributed to
a book of 12 essays,
Before Jackie
Robinson: The Transcendent Role of
Black Sporting Pioneers, recently pub-
lished by the University of Nebraska
Press. The book is focused on the lesser
known African-American athletes in the
era of segregation. Robert contributed the
essay, “Isadore Channels: The Recovered
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Ethan Michaeli

Rebecca Makkai

Hemingway’s first love was high-school
classmate Annette DeVoe, upending the
long-held understanding that he avoided
girls while in high school. Later, Elder
tracked down DeVoe’s son, by then 84
years old, who said the two had in fact
dated. 

“In one 30-second phone call, we got to
rewrite history a little bit,” Elder said.

In another note, probably dating to
Hemingway’s junior high
school years, the future
author wrote, “I intend to
travel and write.”

“It was sort of a harbinger
of things to come,” Elder
said.

Also in the book is a photo
“no one had ever seen” of
Hemingway wearing an
Italian officer’s uniform and
pointing a gun. 

“We found this at the very
very end of the book production process,”
Elder said. “I had to blackmail my pub-
lisher [to get it in the book]. We couldn’t
get it in the main manuscript, and we had
to put it at the front of the book, and then
I got them to put it on the back.”

The photo is significant because
Hemingway “always had this love affair
with war and soldiering, but he never
himself was a soldier,” Elder said.

As a result, his associates believed, that
although he experienced three wars and
was an ambulance driver and a war corre-
spondent, he exaggerated his experiences
of war.

“As he got older, the more outrageous
his claims became” Elder said. “ ... His
biographers have been unkind about this,

as well they should be.”
In his years researching Hemingway,

Elder also tried to verify the authenticity
of long-told stories about the writer.

“There was a rumor that Hemingway had
worked for the Oak Leaves [newspaper],”
Elder said. “What we found out was that
Hemingway did not write for the Oak
Leaves, but he delivered the Oak Leaves.

“Another myth that many of you may
have heard is that
Hemingway is credited with
saying that Oak Park was a
place of wide lawns and nar-
row minds. That’s complete-
ly apocryphal.

“There is a bunch of other
things that he said and wrote
that are always attributed to
him that you could never
prove. But, again, the legend
lives larger than the man.” 

Elder, who lives in Oak
Park, was not particularly a Hemingway
fan when he took on the book project.

“This book was sort of an effort of civic
pride. I lived in Oak Park. I love Oak
Park,” he said. 

He also knew that he was entering an
area where many researchers had gone
before. More has been written about
Hemingway than any writer since
Shakespeare, Elder said.

But it turned out there was plenty of
new material for Hidden Hemingway.
And there will be more analysis in the
future, he predicted.

“He wrote more letters than he wrote
anything,” Elder said. “He was a biogra-
pher’s dream. His stuff will be endlessly
reinterpreted.”

 Hemingway
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buy tickets to the annual dinner and
make donations on our website with
PayPal (there is a $1 fee to help cover
PayPal’s fee). To make a donation, visit
our home page at www.midlandau-
thors.com and click on the "Donate"
button in the upper right corner.
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Life of a Great African American Sports
Star,” on a great tennis/basketball player;
and the piece on “Tidye Pickett: The
Unfulfilled Aspirations of America's
Pioneering African American Female
Track Star,” on America's first African
American female Olympian. Robert also
contributed the essay on high school
sports to The Routledge History of
American Sport, a collection of  33 his-
torical thematic essays that cover  the his-

tory of sport in
America by focusing
on the groups and
institutions in
American history that
had a huge role in
sports. ... Cheryl
Reed, the former stu-
dent newspaper advis-
er at Northern
Michigan University,
was mentioned in a

Dec. 1 Detroit News article about press
restraint at Michigan universities. ...
Henry Kisor has just published his sixth
Steve Martinez whodunit, The Riddle of
Billy Gibbs. ... George Bilgere presented
a poetry reading Nov. 3 at West Texas
A&M University. The next day he hosted
a brown-bag lunch with faculty and stu-
dents. “I had a very
nice visit to Texas,” he
writes. ... Patrick
Reardon has a forth-
coming poetry collec-
tion, Requiem for
David. ... Greg Borzo,
author of The Chicago
'L', discussed his book
and the history of the
“L” Jan. 11, at the
Riverside (Illinois)
Public Library. Greg writes to say, “My
talk about the history of the ‘L’ at the
Riverside Public Library went well. We
had an SRO crowd of almost 50 library
patrons, many of whom had stories to tell
about the ‘L.’ One astutely observed a
similarity between the Great Depression
and the Great Recession. In both cases,
the government sought out ‘shovel-ready’
projects as a way to put people back to

Biblio File
Continued from Page 2

LITERARY LICENSE, FEBRUARY 2017

Turn to Page 4

Edward “Ted” McClelland, author
of How to Speak Midwestern, will
present the February SMA program.

Here is what he tells Literary License:
Literary License: Where did

Midwesterners get the idea they don’t
speak with an accent?

McClelland: In the 1920s, the nation’s
leading pronunciation expert was John S.
Kenyon, a philologist at Ohio’s Hiram
College. Kenyon was the author of
American Pronunciation and A Pronouncing
Dictionary of American English and the
pronunciation editor of Webster’s New
International Dictionary of the English
Language. Kenyon championed rhoticity,
the pronunciation of “r”s wherever they
appear in words. He also favored pro-
nouncing “not” like
“naht,” instead of
“nawt.” These were
both features of the
Inland North speech
Kenyon heard in north-
eastern Ohio.

Kenyon’s pronuncia-
tion standards influ-
enced James F. Bender,
author of the NBC Handbook of
Pronunciation. The most oft-heard news-
casters of the World War II era – Lowell
Thomas, H.V. Kaltenborn and Edward R.
Murrow – pronounced all their r’s, as
Kenyon would have advised.

LL: How did you research this book?
McClelland: Some of it came from

knowledge I picked up when I wrote my
previous books about the Midwest, The
Third Coast and Nothin’ But Blue Skies. I
spent a week in Brainerd, Minnesota, ice
fishing, curling, snowmobiling and skiing,
and I took a road trip through Buffalo,
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and St. Louis, sam-
pling regional delicacies such as beef on
weck, Garbage Plate, chipped chopped ham
and goetta. I also visited Big Ten bars in
Chicago and talked to graduates of
Midwestern colleges.

LL:  Were there any surprises as you
learned more about Midwestern speech?

McClelland: I was surprised to learn that
the Inland North accent, which is spoken
in Chicago, has its roots in western New
England. The three dialect regions all cor-
respond to patterns of westward migration.
Inland North, which is spoken in the lower

Great Lakes, from Rochester to Milwaukee,
was spread by Yankees from Vermont, New
York and Connecticut. Midland, spoken
from Pittsburgh to Kansas, is a legacy of
Scots-Irish who disembarked in Baltimore
and Philadelphia, and still contains con-
structions and phrases that can be traced
back to Ulster, such as “needs worshed”
and “run” for a stream. North Central –
the so-called “Fargo Accent” – was devel-
oped by German and Scandinavian immi-

grants. The phrase
“come with” is a
transliteration of the
German “kommt mit.”
Also that accents are
always changing. Every
generation has its own
sound. “Dese, dem and
dose” is heard less

often among Chicago
Millennials than it was among Baby
Boomers – it was stigmatized by the
Saturday Night Live “Superfans” sketch.
And I was very surprised to learn that in
Pittsburgh, “Kennywood’s open” means
“your fly’s unzipped.”

LL: Are there authors who’ve captured
Midwestern accents in their writing?

McClelland: Midwestern speech con-
forms pretty closely to spelling – we pro-
nounce all our r’s, unlike people on the
East Coast, so the Midwest hasn’t been
the subject of dialect writing. But I would
say that Ernest Hemingway captured
Midwestern taciturnity very well in his
Nick Adams stories, both in his dialogue
and style of writing. So did Sinclair
Lewis, in Main Street. Garrison Keillor
does a good job with Midwestern dialect
in his Lake Wobegon books.

LL: What’s your next book?
McClelland: I want to write about Detroit

during the War of 1812 – another Midwest-
ern topic. It was the only time an American
city was occupied by a foreign army. My
agent is seeking a publisher. I’m also open
to expanding How to Speak Midwestern to
cover the entire United States and Canada.

Literary
Landscape

Edward ‘Ted’
McClelland

Feb. 14, 2017, program

Cliff Dwellers
200 S. Michigan Ave., 22nd floor

6 p.m. - Social Hour. 7 p.m. - Program

Free - donations accepted

Talking of the Midwest ...

Cheryl Reed

George Bilgere
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work. In the Depression, Chicago got the
State Street subway; in the Recession,
Chicago got track upgrades, new stops at
Morgan on the Green Line and Oakton on
the Yellow Line and many other improve-
ments. Do we value transit more for the
jobs it can generate or the transportation
it provides?” ... Author Mary Wisniewski,
who also is a Chicago Tribune reporter,
wrote Dec. 25 about Robert Nelson’s
book Dirty Waters. “With his snow-white
beard, blue eyes and blue-gray sweater to
keep off the chill, Robert Nelson looks
like an old sea captain,” she wrote. ... On
Dec. 8, the Huffington Post ran an
excerpt that included an anecdote about
John Glenn from James Graham’s book
Victura: The Kennedys, a Sailboat, and
the Sea as a remembrance of Glenn, who
had died that week. ... The Dec. 5
Bloomington (Illinois) Pantagraph quoted

James Plath in an
article about the the
rise of fake news. ...
Keith Tuma, profes-
sor of English at
Miami University of
Ohio and editor of
the Miami University
Press, said of James
Reiss, who died late
last year, “He started

the Miami University Press to provide
opportunities for poets looking to publish
their second book and supported it as it
expanded its mission after his retirement.
Students called him coach because of his
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PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES

Bill Yarrow writes to say his new book,
The Vig of Love (Glass Lyre Press, Sept.
16, 2016), “came out of a series of poems
I wrote between 2014 and 2016. 

“ ‘Vig’ in the title is a loanshark's term
for weekly interest, and the poems deal
with love (its various types) as transac-
tions. 

“The book is divided into four parts –
Principal, Interest, Accounts Payable, and
Accounts Receivable. Love and friend-
ship and influence as debts that can never
be repaid – that's the subject of the 79
poems in this volume.” 

Darryl Price, author of The Ferocious

James Reiss

‘MAGNIFICENT ROMP’

Keir Graff’s new book, The
Matchstick Castle (G.P. Putnam's Sons
Books for Young Readers, Jan. 10, 2017),
is, Booklist writes, “a magnificent romp
starring luckless 11-year-old Brian,
doomed to spend the summer with an

‘HEARTWARMING’

Patricia Polacco’s The Mermaid's
Purse (G.P. Putnam's Sons Books for
Young Readers, Oct. 4, 2016) tells a story
based on her grandmother's early years in
19th century Michigan. Stella was born in
a Mermaid's Purse, otherwise known as a
caul, and that meant that she was born
blessed.

School Library Journal called it a “ter-
rific library read-aloud that is also suitable
for one-on-one and small group sharing.”

Kirkus Reviews said, “Once again,
Polacco brings forth a new family story,
this time about her grandmother. ...
Polacco's signature textual and illustrative
styles blend to depict a folksy, bygone
past. The pencil-and-marker artwork lov-
ingly evokes the poignant memory, mak-
ing this one of her most personal-feeling
books. Three photos of her grandmother
on the back page add backbone to the
tale. Heartwarming.”

Silence and editor of Olentangy Review,
wrote, “Bill Yarrow continues to push the
boundaries of modern poetry and the
results are always astounding. He always
delivers the literary
goods with consum-
mate bravery and a
serious searching for
beauty of form. A
real treat for anyone
who enjoys the com-
pany of a very alive
and creative mind.” 

Author Ralph
Hamilton wrote, “The
Vig takes its readers
on a rollicking, Marxist journey (Groucho
Marx, that is!), one that is brainy, ironic,
irreverent, gnomic, slapstick, satiric, anar-
chic, sage, and humane.”

Turn to Page 5

Bill Yarrow

Literary
Lore

Robert
Loerzel

Literary Lore will resume in the March
Literary License.
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uncle determined to use Brian and his
cousin, Nora, as guinea pigs for his 
new Summer’s Cool’ educational soft-
ware.”

Graff writes to say, “This was supposed
to be the second book in a two-book deal
with Roaring Brook Press, following The
Other Felix (2011). For reasons not fully
known to me, The Matchstick Castle was
declined midway through the editorial
process – which, coincidentally, was a
week or so after my agent had left
Writers House to go back into publishing,

leaving me temporar-
ily without represen-
tation.

“Fortunately, I
found a wonderful
new agent well suited
to my odd publishing
habits (Josh Getzler
of Hannigan Salky
Getzler) and, after a
half-marathon of sub-
missions and revi-

sions, a wonderful new publisher in G. P.
Putnam's Sons. The prepublication
support for this book has been unlike
anything I've experienced before; I feel
like Peter Pevensie in The Lion, the
Witch, and the Wardrobe when he says,
‘We've fallen on our feet and no mis-
take’!

“This book means a lot to me for many
reasons, but chiefly because I wrote it for
my son, Cosmo, whose name has been
given to the character of Cosmo van
Dash. 

“His big brother Felix already had his
book, and, while Cosmo was patiently
waiting his turn, I had a feeling he wasn't
going to wait indefinitely! Fortunately,
family peace has been preserved. I do
love writing for middle-graders and can't
wait to visit schools to support the 
book.”

SMA Member Blue Balliett wrote, 
“For boys and girls alike, this story
sings.”

Publishers Weekly said of the book,
which is set in Boring, Illinois, “One can
only hope Graff has plans for more
‘Boring’ stories.”

Literary Latest Biblio File
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Dues cover mailings and other organi-
zational expenses, but the Society always
needs additional money for programs

such as the awards at the annual May
book awards banquet. Thanks to Timothy
Gilfoyle, Aric Lasher and Harry Mark
Petrakis, who made recent contributions.

SMA Support

enthusiastic support for their creative
writing, and he was like that as a col-
league, too.” ... The Superior (Wisconsin)
Public Library included Patricia
Skalka’s Death in Cold Water: A Dave
Cubiak Door County Mystery among its
recommended books to “curl up with”
this winter. ... The Dec. 24 Madison
State-Journal excerpted Jerry Apps’ The
Quiet Season: Remembering Country
Winters. ... On Veterans Day, publisher
Blue Heron Book Works offered a free
copy of Jim McGarrah’s 2015 Off
Track: or How I Dropped Out of College
to be a Horse Trainer in the 1970s While
All My Friends Were Still Doing Drugs to
any Allentown, Pennsylvania, area veter-
an who requested one. ... On Nov. 28,
filmmaker Ryan Walker told The Western
Courier his 2016 movie “The Bootlegger”

was inspired by John
Hallwas’ 1998 book
The Bootlegger. ...
On Dec. 13, John
Wasik talked about
his new book,
Lightning Strikes, on
WMNF in Tampa,
Florida. ... John
Knoerle wrote a let-
ter to the editor,

“Rooting for the Cubs, a family tradi-
tion,” for the Oct. 26 Chicago Tribune. ...
In late January, Christine Sneed was
scheduled to teach a story structure class
at StoryStudio Chicago. ... Coed Demon
Sluts: Beth ( Book View Café) by
Jennifer Stevenson is expected to be
released Aug. 1  for download with
iBooks. ... Jon Teaford was quoted Nov.
17 on timeshighereducation.com in an
article about the “Rust Belt revolt.” ...
Fusion.net quoted Jonathan Eig on Nov.
29 in a story about birth control. ... Iowa
Public Radio interviewed Michele
Weldon on Dec. 14. ... Ray Boomhower

Keir Graff

Michele Weldon

tweets to say you can now pre-order his
next book, Dispatches from the Pacific:
The World War II Reporting of Robert L.
Sherrod (Indiana University Press, Aug.
8, 2017), via Amazon. ... The Nov. 20
Sioux City Journal called Julie Hyzy’s
Foreign Eclairs: A White House Chef
Mystery “an action-packed story revolv-
ing around terrorists, security breaches
and, of course, posh pastries served inside
the West Wing.” ... The Dec. 23 Times of
Malta, the Dec. 11 The Hub at Johns
Hopkins and the Dec. 16 American
Prospect cited H. Luke Shaefer and
Kathryn Edin’s $2.00 a Day: Living on
Almost Nothing in America. The (Central
Michigan) Morning Sun listed it as one of
Michigan’s best-sellers for the month of
November, along with Patricia Polacco’s
Because of Thursday (Simon &
Schuster). ... On Nov. 11, Kim Scipes
wrote “Reflections on the ‘Apocalypse’ ”
for countercurrents.org. On Dec. 13, he
wrote “Suggestion for Addressing Climate
Change and Other Forms of Environ-
mental Destruction.” ... After an interview
last spring with Merv Block, Christopher
Jones-Cruise wrote for the Radio Tele-
vision Digital News Association, “I found
Merv to be humorous, open, engaging,
puckish, sly, gently sarcastic and thought-
ful. He is still passionate about good
grammar and good broadcast news writ-
ing decades after he began his journalism
career. ... I enjoyed the conversation, in
particular his reaction to the concept of
what some broadcast journalists have
taken to calling “Mervin Block style.” He
thinks the existence of such a style is a
hoot.” ... Patrick McBriarty was sched-
uled to read from his new picture book,
City Railways Go Above and Below, at a
storytime program at 2 p.m. Jan. 14, at
The Book Stall, 811 Elm St., Winnetka. ...
Mahmoud Saeed wrote “Memories of
Another Mosul” for the Nov. 26 New
York Times. 

Follow Biblio File on Twitter
@BiblioFile_SMA
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An adventure in self-publishing
BY RICHARD FRISBIE

When a considerate and studious
college roommate asked one of
our daughters whether she was

bothered by late night typing, she laughed
and said, on the contrary, "I fell asleep for
years to the comforting sound of typewrit-
ers clacking."

That was the pattern at our house while
our eight children were growing up. We
read to them after din-
ner, put them to bed
and began writing.
The first book by my
wife Margery and me
(The Do It Yourself
Parent) was a joint
venture. After that we
separately went on to
write several other
books and hundreds of magazine and
newspaper articles and other publications.

Margery, at age 93, recently retired
from writing a column for the Daily
Herald for 25 years.

On one occasion, years ago, just after
my wife had sold one of her books to a
small publisher, they decided to abandon
the fiction market. Margery got to keep
the modest advance, but the book was
never published. With that experience in
mind and numerous other writing projects
in hand, she never got around to sending
out a different manuscript – a novel for
young people, Radishes and Strawberries
(See Literary License, May-July, 2015).

We came across the typescript in the
files a couple of years ago and decided to
publish it ourselves in a small edition to
use as Christmas gifts to our sizable
extended family.

First, I had to scan the typescript using
inexpensive optical character recognition
software, which created a file loaded with
typos. Margery and I both write in
WordPerfect, which on request displays
all the formatting codes and allows an
editor to make corrections, not only one at
a time, but universally throughout the
document, with one click. 

For example, my OCR had trouble with
"m" and "w" in particular. But I could
change every occurrence of "knom" to
"know" at once. Still, there was a lot to
do. I had to go through the whole story,

word by word, staying alert to the numer-
al "1" being confused with uppercase "I"
and vice versa.

A professional artist daughter designed
a handsome four-color cover. The text
was converted from WordPerfect to PDF
and sent off to McNally Jackson in New
York City for on-demand production. The
McNally Jackson people were easy to
work with and delivered the finished

books on time and
exactly as ordered. So
far, so good.

As reports filtered
back from recipients,
who genuinely seemed
to like the book,
Margery and I thought
we'd try to offer it to a
wider audience. I sent it

to a publisher I know. They considered it
for a while, then finally decided not to
risk investing their money in publishing
it.

That didn't surprise me. I was once a
member of an
advisory board
for a small pub-
lisher when we
were all enthusi-
astic about the
prospects of a par-
ticular title. But in
the end sales were
poor. William
Goldman, a star
screen writer, was
quoted in 1983 as
saying, "nobody
knows anything."
He was referring to
movies that flopped
despite expectations.
The same could be
said of book publish-
ing.

With all this
in mind, we decided to publish
Radishes and Strawberries as

an ebook, using Amazon's self-publishing
system. The first problem was that
Amazon requires the text format to be in
Microsoft Word but our original text was
in WordPerfect. Hah, I said to myself.

WordPerfect allows a user to save a docu-
ment in a long list of other formats,
including Word.

Having already converted the
WordPerfect text to PDF for McNally
Jackson without difficulty, I was surprised
to find poltergeists interfering with the
transition to Word. Random characters
and numerals popped up here and there.
So I moved the text from Word back into
WordPerfect and asked Reveal Codes
what was going on. The process had taken
it upon itself to introduce "Hidden" codes.
Deleting them solved the problem – up to
a point.

The Amazon self-publishing process
allows the user to preview what a book

will look like after
the Amazon software
imports a Word file.
Now my project had
acquired blank
pages where none
was desired. I went
back to the Word
file, and found the
unwanted page
breaks.    

In the end I was
satisfied and pro-
ceeded to set a
price, furnish
income tax infor-
mation (in case
there would be
any income) and
agree to 22
pages of 
“terms and con-
ditions.”

Radishes and Strawberries became
available worldwide.

It hasn't sold many copies, partly
because it doesn't quite fit any of the
usual trade book categories and partly
because we haven't had the time or energy
to promote it. We do have the satisfaction
of some nice notes from readers. 

Literary
Legwork

Richard
Frisbie

I was surprised 
to find poltergeists 
interfering with the 
transition to Word. 

“
”
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Society of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419
Chicago IL 60610

Address Service Requested

How my Writerly Self took me in new directions
Literary License asked Mary Kay

Shanley, Iowa Author of the Year for
2012-2013, for the background on an
essay of hers that appeared in The Des
Moines Register.

Here is her reply:

In November, I intended to write a
Veteran's Day essay (for The Des
Moines Register) about the weekly

letters my father-in-
law Earl Rhodes sent
home to Guthrie
Center, Iowa, while in
The Pacific Theatre in
World, War II. But
somewhere in the cre-
ative process, my
Writerly Self shifted
directions. And in the end, the essay fixat-
ed on one paragraph of one letter: 

These damn civilians are really greeting

our US troops, bowing, saluting as if to
say, "So sorry." I'm not mixing with any
as to any dealings, whatever. Just thinking

what has happened in
the past is enough for
me. I suppose some of
the lower class are to
be exempted from all
this blame, however.
But nevertheless they
are all more or less
responsible for us being
over here. 

I omitted his use of a racial slur. First,
because I never heard this gentle man
utter such language. (Am I altering histo-

ry?) And second, I omitted the slur
because we have a 12-year-granddaughter
– Earl's great-granddaughter – a beautiful,
precious child whose name is Keely
Miyamoto.  

Keely’s Daddy, Domi, is one-quarter
Mexican, one-quarter Philippine and one-
half Japanese. In 1943, Domi's father was
born in the Granada War Relocation
Center (also Camp Amache), a Japanese
American internment camp in southeast
Colorado. Between 110,000 and 120,000
people of Japanese ancestry who lived on
the Pacific coast were subjected to such
relocation; 62 percent were U.S. citizens,
including Baby Alan and his parents,
Toshi and Mikio Miyomoto. 

The essay went on to become so much
more than I'd envisioned, reminding me
again that we aren't always in charge of
the direction our words take. Nor are we
aware of the depth and richness our words
can yield. 

Literary
Lessons

Mary Kay
Shanley

We aren’t always in
charge of the direction
our words take.  
“

”


