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Celebrating the power
of the written wordAnne-Marie Oomen’s 2015 memoir

Love, Sex, and 4-H in June won a 2016
Next Generation Indie Book Award for
memoir. ... Richard Lindberg and
Edward Burke have signed a contract
with Southern Illinois University Press to
co-author Forgotten Tales of Chicago. ...

Beryl Satter was one
of four people who
shared memories and
analyses June 18 in a
segment titled “50
years after the Chicago
freedom movement”
on NPR. Also, Beryl is
continuing her
research for a book on

Chicago's ShoreBank (formerly South
Shore Bank). .... Harry Mark Petrakis
wrote a July 1 Chicago Sun-Times essay
about the risks he took to become an
author headlined, “An audacious leap in
pursuit of a dream.” ... Indianapolis-based
playwright David Hoppe has written a
play based on J. Ronald Engel’s Sacred
Sands: The Struggle for Community in
the Indiana Dunes. The play will debut
Sept. 24 and 25 at the Indiana Dunes
National Lakeshore’s West Beach in
Chesterton, Ind. ... The (Chicago)
Metropolitan Tenants
Organization gave
Timuel Black a life-
time achievement
award on May 10. ...
Dan Dinello wrote a
chapter (“The Borg as
Contagious
Collectivist Techno-
Totalitarian
Transhumanists”) for the new Wiley
Book The Ultimate Star Trek and
Philosophy: The Search for Socrates. ...
Haki Madhubuti wrote a June 7 tribute
to Muhammad Ali in Colorlines ... Pat
Colander, who admits to being a devoted
Biblio File reader, and Rick Kaempfer,
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The written word remains
very powerful even in our
electronic age, Chicago

Tribune columnist Rex Huppke
told authors, judges and readers
who gathered May 10 at the Cliff
Dwellers Club in Chicago for the
2016 Society of Midland Authors
book awards dinner.

“It’s an honor to be able to play
with words and then have people
actually want to look at what you
have created,” said Huppke, the
emcee for the event, before he
introduced the judges and winners.

At a later point in the evening,
Huppke joked, “I have to say that
when all these remarkable people
are introduced and come up to
speak, my life feels increasingly inconse-
quential. But I’m OK with that. I’ll be
fine. Don’t worry.”

The dinner marked the 59th year since
the Society began giving annual book
awards in 1957.

In the category of Adult Fiction, the
finalists were Rebecca Makkai of
Chicago for Music for Wartime (Viking)
and Bonnie Jo Campbell of Kalamazoo,
Michigan, for Mothers, Tell Your
Daughters (W.W. Norton). 

Judge Michele Weldon (who also turned
out to be a finalist in the Biography &
Memoir category) said Makkai’s book “is
a cunning and endearing collection of sto-
ries, ranging from spare to rich, and all
deeply satisfying due to her agility as an
architect of graceful language. She spirits
the reader on a number of journeys in
many different directions across time. ...
Her deftness with phrase-making and
character creation is astounding.”

Campbell’s book, Weldon said, “creates

a landscape for the lives of rural women
scraped and exalted by the narrowing cir-
cumstances of their lives. The dagger-
sharp details she evokes create a world in
these stories that both repel and seduce so
that we are helpless under her spell. ...
Bonnie Jo Campbell paints for us the
grim, sunlit and complicated truths of
these sisters, mothers, daughters with the
skilled hand of a master.”

The winner was Joe Meno of Chicago
for Marvel and a Wonder (Akashic Books).

Judge Tony Romano compared Meno’s
writing to the warmth and settings of the
late Kent Haruf, who won the 2000
Society of Midland Authors Adult Fiction
Award for Plainsong.

“But any comparison falls short,”
Romano said. “This book defies any
labels. ... It’s a remarkable book. It’s
about real life – darker, maybe, than most
of our lives, but real and evoked through
space, lovely language filled with humor,
grit, and, ultimately, hope.”

BY THOMAS FRISBIE

Beryl Satter

Haki Madhubuti

Emcee Rex Huppke (from left) chats with authors
Dick Simpson and Thomas J. Gradel before the
beginning of the 2016 Society of Midland Authors
book awards dinner at the Cliff Dwellers Club in
Chicago. (Photo by Robert Loerzel)
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Eckhartz Press publisher, were on Rick
Kogan's WGN radio show on May 8 to
discuss her book, Hugh Hefner's First
Funeral and Other True Tales of Love
and Death in Chicago. ... Roderick
Townley’s A Bitter Magic, Stephen T.
Johnson’s Alphabet School and Andrea
Warren’s The Boy Who Became Buffalo
Bill: Growing Up Billy Cody in Bleeding
Kansas were among 15 titles selected
June 16 by the State Library of Kansas as
this year’s Kansas Notable Books. An
awards ceremony will be held Sept. 10. ...
Walter Podrazik wrote an open-ended
exhibit for Chicago’s Museum of
Broadcast Communications titled
“Watching TV in the 1990s.” Also,
Walter, who is the SMA archivist, recent-
ly turned over a new batch of SMA mate-
rials to the University of Illinois at
Chicago Special Collections, which main-
tains the SMA archives. If you have any
historical SMA material that would be of
interest to the archives, please donate it to
Walter. ... The Spring 2016 issue of
Employment Relations Today (Wiley
Periodicals) included a white paper by
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Accepting the award, Meno said, “I
think books should be the opposite of
easy answers. ... Reading Rebecca’s and
Bonnie Jo’s books, they are also interest-
ed in complex truths.” 

The third judge in the category was
Mark Eleveld. 

For Adult Nonfiction, a category she
called “an embarrassment of riches,”
Judge Kim Hiltwein introduced the final-
ists and winner.

The finalists were Jeremy N. Smith for
Epic Measures: One Doctor. Seven Billion
Patients (Harper Wave); co-authors
Kathryn J. Edin and H. Luke Shaefer
for $2.00 a Day: Living on Almost
Nothing in America (Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt), and Clark Elliott of Evanston,
Illinois, for The Ghost in My Brain: How
a Concussion Stole My Life and How the
New Science of Brain Plasticity Helped
Me Get It Back (Viking).

Hiltwein said Epic Measures “makes
you rethink the idea of
what world health
really means.”

$2.00 a Day “docu-
ments the epidemic of
the extreme poor who
do indeed find a way
to survive,” Hiltwein
said.

The Ghost in My
Brain, Hiltwein said, “takes the reader on
a remarkable journey ... through his chal-
lenges and his triumphs in the most can-
did of manner from struggling to disobey
a sign in a store window that says, ‘Come

in,’ when he has no intention of ever
entering that store to relearning how to
listen and enjoy music.”

Accepting the award, Elliott said, “This
is a book about the treatments that helped
me in such short order with two brilliant
researcher-clinicians here in the Chicago
area that I believe can help so many.”

The winner was Alice Dreger of East
Lansing, Michigan, author of Galileo’s
Middle Finger: Heretics, Activists, and the
Search for Justice in Science (Penguin Press).

Hiltwein said, “We chose this book for
the timeliness of this subject and the fair-
ness with which it was handled. ... Dr.
Dreger writes from the front lines of the
war on inequali-
ty. Giving a
voice to the often
marginalized, she
presents a well-
rounded story.”

Dreger said,
“This book does-
n’t easily fit a lot
of genres.” She
thanked Penguin
Press for “taking a chance on it and help-
ing me shape it into a way that a lot of
people understood what it is really about.”

The other judge for Adult Nonfiction
was Connie Fletcher.

In the Biography & Memoir category,
the finalists were Joseph Tabbi of
Chicago for Nobody Grew but the
Business: On the Life and Work of
William Gaddis (Northwestern University
Press) and Michele Weldon of River
Forest, Illinois, for Escape Points: A
Memoir (Chicago Review Press). 

Judge Robert Remer said of Nobody
Grew but the Business, a biography, “The
book is an extensively researched and con-
ceptualized biography of this man’s multi-
faceted career and his life as a writer.”

Tabbi said by the time he set out to
write the biography, many of the people
who knew Gaddis were dead and others
shared the author’s reticence.

“Some of the reminiscences I brought
into the biography came from Gaddis’
former students,” he said. “ ... Many of
his students became noteworthy authors
themselves. ... Part of what made the
adult life so unknowable was Gaddis’
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Editor: Thomas Frisbie
tomfrisbie@aol.com
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www.midlandauthors.com
Follow the Society on 
Twitter@midlandauthors
Society of Midland Authors members
can now pay their membership dues,
buy tickets to the annual dinner and
make donations on our website with
PayPal (there is a $1 fee to help cover
PayPal’s fee). To make a donation, visit
our home page at www.midlandau-
thors.com and click on the "Donate"
button in the upper right corner.

Continued from Page 1

C 

Award-winner Joe Meno, author of
Marvel and a Wonder, says fiction
should tell complicated truths.

Clark Elliott
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Edward Gordon titled “Understanding
The Talent-Creation Crisis.” ... The
Family Romanov by Candice Fleming,
2009 SMA Children’s Nonfiction winner
and 2010 finalist, was a winner in the
2016 Keystone State Reading Association
Awards in the Secondary (middle school
and high school) category. ... Adam
Selzer tweets to say, “There is nothing
much more depressing than going to a
publishing party/event when you’re a
midlister.”  ... Rich
Cohen, 2013 SMA
Adult Nonfiction final-
ist, has a new book
out: The Sun & the
Moon & the Rolling
Stones. ... On June 9,
Thomas Frisbie was
co-winner of the
Illinois Associated
Press Media Editors
first-place prize for
editorial writing at a daily newspaper. ...
Joey Korom was chosen artist of the
week in the second week of June by
UGallery. ... Gary W. Moore reports his
new book, The Final Service, is being
made into a motion picture by Positivity
Pictures, LLC. ... Rick Kogan quoted
Rich Lindberg in a June 29 Chicago
Tribune story about the upcoming Al
Capone TV series and the paperback
release of Rich’s Shattered Sense of
Innocence. Also, Rich gave a presentation
in late May of the history of the White
Sox at historic Chamber Park Church in
Wheeling. ... Rebecca Johns has com-
pleted the first draft of Mortified at
69,003 words. “Now I need to rewrite
most of them,” she tweets. ... The blog
Lindy Reads and Reviews named Bonnie
Jo Campbell’s Mothers Tell Your
Daughters one of 2016’s best adult fic-
tion books “so far.” (Lindy has read 150.)
... The Jan. 16 Publishers Weekly gave
Libby Fischer Hellmann’s “excellent”
Jump Cut a starred review. ... NPR quot-
ed Steven Lubet in a June 9 story on the
Supreme Court, and the New York Times
quoted him in a June 6 story on Donald
Trump’s criticism of a judge. Steven also
wrote an article for the summer issue of

Biblio File
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Gary W. Moore

determination to write about things that
were larger than the self.”

Escape Points, Remer said, is “warm,
entertaining, and
Michele keeps the
‘me’ in memoir in
lower case, and that
makes it particularly
endearing as a memoir.” 

Weldon said she
wrote a second memoir
because “narratives for
women like me are
completely absent.”

The winner was Ray E. Boomhower of
Indianapolis for John Bartlow Martin: A
Voice for the Underdog (Indiana
University Press). 

Judge John Hallwas said, “We had a
number of serious contenders” in the cate-
gory. The winning book, he said, is “a
very fine biography ... the judges this
year, the three of us, found it to be
exceedingly well-researched and written
in a very engaging fashion.”

Taking the podium, Ray Boomhower
pointed out
that the sub-
ject of his
biography,
John Bartlow
Martin, also
had been a
Society mem-
ber and won a
1967 SMA
book award
and the 1978
Biography
Award.  

Boomhower thanked, among others, his
wife, Megan, whom he met in 1988 when
she started work as an editor at the
Indiana Historical Society. 

“She helped guide me on how to be an
historian and a writer,” he said. “ ... When
I am sometimes asked for advice about
being a writer, I always respond: ‘Marry
an editor.’ ”

The third judge was Davis Schneiderman.
In Children’s Fiction, the finalists were

Kate DiCamillo for Francine Poulet
Meets the Ghost Raccoon: Tales from
Deckawoo Drive, Volume Two,” Stephen
T. Johnson for Alphabet School, and

Melinda Braun for Stranded. 
Of DiCamillo’s book, judge Judith

Bloom Fradin said, “The book is about
how Frances Poulet copes with her first
huge challenge.” 

In Alphabet School, which has no
words, “Each page has a letter,” Fradin
said. “The art is great. ... I’m eager to test
this one out on my youngest grandchild.”

Stranded is “every camper’s nightmare
when they go on a weeklong hiking trip
and everything goes wrong,” Fradin said.
The book was on each
judge’s list of contenders,
but what made it a final-
ist is when Fradin’s 12-
year-old granddaughter
read it and said she
couldn’t put it down,
Fradin said.

The winner was
Evan Kuhlman’s
Great Ball of Light, a
“book about two kids who come upon, ...
in a lightning storm, this ball of light. ... I
couldn’t put it down,” Fradin said.

The other judge was Nancy Crocker. 
In Children’s Nonfiction, the finalists

were Suzanne Slade’s The Inventor’s
Secret: What Thomas Edison Told Henry
Ford,” and  Fern Schumer Chapman’s
Like Finding My Twin.

Marlene Targ Brill, the awards chair-
person, read comments by judge Ilene
Cooper, who was not present.

Of The Inventor’s Secret, Cooper wrote:
“With good cheer and delightful detail,
Suzanne Slade laces together the lives of
two genius inventors even as she shows
success comes with struggle and the
importance of never giving up.”
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Shirley Haas (left) and SMA Board
Member Allen Salter chat before the book
awards dinner. (Photo by Robert Loerzel)Joseph Tabbi

Evan Kuhlman

Ray Boomhower at the
SMA dinner.
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Humanities magazine titled, “This Shawl
Belonged to Langston Hughes (True) and
Was Worn by One of John Brown’s Men
at Harpers Ferry (Well . . .): Our objects
tell amazing stories, not all of them accu-
rate.” ... Rebecca Makkai’s SMA award-
winning Music for Wartime is out in paper-
back. Also, Rebecca wrote a June 8 New
Yorker article, “The power and limitations
of victim-impact statements.” ... Ray
Boomhower will bring his SMA award-
winning John Bartlow Martin biography
to the Sept. 3 Quarry Festival of Books at
Indiana University. He also is “making
progress” on his book about Robert Sherrod.
... Patricia Skalka recently signed a four-
book deal with the University of Wisconsin
Press for her Dave Cubiak Door County
mystery series. Also, she spoke June 16 at
a panel titled “The Mystery Behind the
Mystery” in Evanston, Ill. ... Biblio File
was in attendance, learning about river
history, as Patrick McBriarty spoke
June 24 on a Friends of the Chicago
River cruise on the Chicago River. Also,
on May 10 Patrick explained why
Chicago has so many 100-year-old draw-
bridges on the WTTW Channel 11
“Chicago Tonight” program. ... The
Duluth News Tribune on June 23 said
“Les Uncomfortables,” with lyrics co-
written by Margi Preus, “returns tri-
umphantly.” Margi writes to say, “I am
the co-librettist (with Jean Sramek) of
this comic opera involving voyageurs,
mosquitoes, paddling, portaging, love
lost, won, lost again, and much general
uncomfortableness.” ... Amy Hassinger

wrote a June 3 New
York Times op-ed
headlined “Higher
education in Illinois
is dying.” ... On his
WGN Radio pro-
gram, Dave
Hoekstra reported he
is on the road gather-
ing material for The
Camper Book, which

will detail his cross-country trips, includ-
ing down historic Route 66. Dave writes,
“[A]t this point in my life I wondered
what happens when you take sense of

Biblio File
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Dave Hoekstra

Slade, who was educated as a mechani-
cal engineer before becoming an author,
said, “My hope with this book was to
share my passion about science and get

young readers interest-
ed in science.”

Slade also has
upcoming picture
books about former
SMA members
Gwendolyn Brooks
and Jane Addams.

Like Finding My
Twin is the story of
two girls who met on a

ship while escaping Nazi Germany. They
lost touch with each other in 1938 but
were reunited 73 years later through the
remarkable efforts of students who had
learned about the story through an earlier
book Chapman wrote.

“This will move readers,” Cooper wrote
“[It] entwines history and hope and
empowers young readers.”

Chapman, whose mother was one of the
two girls in the book,
said, “I think the best
part is out of so much
pain [my mother] final-
ly has come to some
triumph and joy and
she gets hug-mobbed
at all of the middle
schools for being such
an inspiration.”

Of the winner,
Stonewall, Cooper

wrote, “Ann Bausum writes with a jour-
nalistic eye, and in this powerful book she
shows her audience what it is like to live
through a time when a particular kind of
love made you a criminal. This is as mov-
ing as it is incisive.”

The other judge was Margaret
McMullan.

Bausum said Stonewall is her seventh
book about social justice history.

“I have this secret mission to inspire
[young people] through these stories of
ordinary people who do extraordinary
things.” 

In the Poetry category, Judge Joshua
Corey read a quote by author Kimberly
Johnson about Errata by finalist Lisa Fay
Coutley, “Make no mistake, this is an
uncommonly well-crafted debut collection.”

Finalist Dennis Hinrichsen’s Skin
Music “gets off to a helluva start with its
first poem,” Corey said. “ ... What’s
breathtaking here is Hinrichsen’s own
uncanny idiom.”

The winner, Karankawa by Iliana
Rocha, contains “tumultuous and startling
poems,” he said. “ ... What grabs me is
the language.”   

The other judges for
Poetry were Jim
McGarrah and Grace
Bauer.

Rocha said, “In a
culture now amidst all
this vitriolic rhetoric
that is very anti-immi-
gration, I am very,
very, very appreciative
that my small offering to the world is this
celebration of what it means to be
Mexican American.”

The winner of the Society’s
Distinguished Service Award was Robert
Remer, former board member and treas-
urer of SMA, and a judge for 15 times in
the Society’s book awards.

“He has always been a strong spirit in
encouraging everyone to make the

Society be the best it
can be,” said President
Thomas Frisbie. 

Remer said, “My joy
in being with the
Society of Midland
Authors ... it’s a fasci-
nation and a love I
have of all the people
I’ve gotten to meet.”

The winner of the
James Friend Memorial Award for
Literary and Dramatic Criticism was Kelli
Christiansen, founder
and editor of Chicago
Book Review, which
she launched in 2013.

“We have a thriving
literary community
here in Chicago and
across the Midwest. ...
Yet so many readers
have no idea how much
great work is coming
from local authors and
local publishers,” Christiansen said. “Thank
you so much for this amazing honor.” 
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Iliana Rocha
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place on the road – a place where place is
always moving. How many camp-
grounds’ stars spell happiness? In The
Camper Book we will harvest expressive
camper voices at every stop: ‘How did I
get here?’  ‘What am I doing here?’ ‘Can
I borrow your bug spray?’ And, ‘Where
are we going?’ ” ... June Sawyers wrote
an original theatre piece for two called
“The Hermit of Skerryvore,” about the
relationship between Robert Louis
Stevenson and his American wife, Fanny,
while he was writing Strange Case of Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde when living in
Bournemouth, England. Presented as a
dramatic reading, it starred Jesse Dornan
as RLS and Amy Montgomery as Fanny.
It was directed by Tony Dobrowolski and
was presented at the Celtic Knot Public
House in Evanston, Ill., on June 8. She
also wrote a piece on Alexander Hamilton
and Aaron Burr’s infamous duel that ran
in the Chicago Tribune on July 3. And
her poem about the death of Alexander
Hamilton, “Early Morning, Weehawken,
1804,” was posted on the online journal,
Third Coast Review, on July  11, in honor
of the 212th anniversary of the Hamilton-
Burr duel. On Aug. 17, she will recite her
music poetry at CSz Theater in Chicago
as part of the “Kill Your Darlings: A
Live-Lit Mash-Up” lineup. ...
Paul McComas performed “Best of the
Bard: Shakespeare’s Greatest Hits” on
June 27 to a packed house at the Waupaca
(Wis.) Area Public Library as part of the
town's annual Winchester Academy. (It
was a return performance: he presented
his John Steinbeck program there two
summers ago.) In introducing, performing
and analyzing a dozen of his own favorite
Shakespeare soliloquies, scenes, and son-
nets in 90 minutes flat –  "No small feat!"
Paul attests – he was joined by wife (and
fellow award-winning fiction writer)
Heather as Lady Macbeth ... and by the
couple's rescued racing dog Sam as
Henry V's "greyhound in the slip /
Straining upon the start." The game was,
indeed, afoot! ... Jerry Apps talked about
his two new books June 28 on WISC-
TV3. ... Don Rose wrote a June 26 op-ed

Biblio File
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E.N. "Ned" Brandt  
Bernard J.

Brommel
Bonnie Jo 

Campbell
Diane DeCillis
Alice Dreger
Jack Driscoll
D. Hank Ellison
Linda Nemec

Foster
Jaimy Gordon
Sue Harrison
Dennis Hinrichsen
Michael McCarthy

Milton J.
Nieuwsma
Anne-Marie
Oomen
Patricia Polacco
Iliana Rocha
H. Luke Shaefer 
Linda Leedy

Schneider
Marc Sheehan
Michael J. Sheehan
Sue William

Silverman
Gloria Whelan
Margaret Willey

Dues cover mailings and other organi-
zational expenses, but the Society always
needs additional money for programs such
as the annual book awards banquet.
Thanks to Stan “Tex” Banash, Charles
Billington, Merv Block, Edward Burke,
Timothy Gilfoyle, Robert Hellenga,
Dave Hoekstra, Justin Isherwood, John
Knoerle, Marietta Marcin, Cathleen
Maza, Harry Mark Petrakis, David
Radavich, Cynthia Rademacher, John
Raffensperger, James Reiss and
Deborah Rosen who made recent contri-
butions.

SMA Support

SMA slate

SMA Michigan members

Marc Frazier is the author of the poet-
ry collection The Way Here (Aldrich
Press, 2012), the poetry chapbook After
(Finishing Line Press, 2014), Each Thing

Touches (Glass Lyre
Press, 2015) and the
chapbook The Gods of
the Grand Resort
(Finishing Line Press,
2013).

His work has
appeared in The Spoon
River Poetry Review,
ACM, The Good Men
Project, f(r)iction,
Ascent, Permafrost,

Plainsongs, Poet Lore, Rhino, and others.
He has had several residencies at the

Ragdale Foundation in Lake Forest, Ill.,
and has received an Illinois Arts Council
award for poetry.

He had led many poetry workshops and
has done numerous readings.

He was nominated by Dan Burns.
Stuart Shea is the author of Wrigley

Field: The Long Life and Contentious
Times of the Friendly Confines
(University of Chicago Press, 2014) and
Wrigley Field: The Unauthorized
Biography (Potomac Books, 2004).   

Shea also is an editor and contributor to
The Baseball Encyclopedia: The
Complete and Definitive Record of Major
League Baseball, The Emerald Guide to
Baseball, Who’s Who in Baseball, and
SABR’s Baseball Research Journal. He
lives in Chicago, twenty-four blocks
north of Wrigley Field.

He was nominated by Joseph
Gustaitis.

Richard Cahan signs books at Printers
Row in June. For more, see Page 9.

New Members

Marc Frazier

For the coming year, the Society of
Midland Authors has this slate of candi-
dates. If any member wishes to nominate
a different candidate, please notify a
member of the board.

A vote by present members will be held
at the next SMA meeting.

President: Thomas Frisbie
Vice President: Marlene Brill
Treasurer: James Schwab
Recording Secretary: Beverly Offen
Corresponding Secretary: Charles

Masters
Membership Secretary: Thomas Frisbie
Directors (terms expire in 2019): 
Greg Borzo, Dominic Pacyga
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for the Chicago Sun-Times headlined
“Friends of Parks in smart tradition of cit-
izen suits.” ... The June 2 New York
Times quoted John Christgau in a pro-
file of original Lakers basketball coach
John Kundla. In March, John appeared
nationwide to talk about his books on the
Jay Thomas Show on Sirius XM Radio.
He was also quoted at length in spring in
a New York Times obit for Kenny

Sailors, a basketball
jump shot pioneer. ...
Edward “Ted”
McClelland
appeared June 30 on
WGN Radio’s Bill
and Wendy Full
Show to talk about
his Reader story on
the Chicago accent,
based on his upcom-

ing book, How to Speak Midwestern,
coming out Nov. 15 from Belt Publishing.
It's Ted's fifth book. ... Michael Fedo
presented a talk on book publishing, and
a memoir-writing workshop at the
Bemidji (Minn.) Library Book Fest on
June 25. ... New York Times columnist
Nicholas Kristof on June 18 cited $2 a
Day by Kathryn J. Edin and H. Luke
Shaefer. ... Joe Meno wrote a June arti-
cle for Chicago magazine headlined,
“Inside the Bizarre, Brilliant World of
Jesse Ball.” ... Jonis Agee’s The Bones of
Paradise and Louise Erdrich’s LaRose
were listed as “great summer reads” June
24 by the San Antonio Express-News. ...
A June 14 Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
profile of Kathie Giorgio (See Literary
Latest, Page 7) said she was inspired
partly by the late Ray Bradbury. ... In
“10 things you might not know about
Chicago newspapers” on July 4 in the
Chicago Tribune, Mark Jacob mentioned
former SMA members Roger Ebert,
Mike Royko and Wallace Rice. ... The
June 23 Tampa Bay Times reported one
of the books on author Christopher
Buehlman’s nightstand is The Royal
Kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay:
Life in Medieval Africa by Patricia and
Fredrick McKissack. ... Patrick

Continued from Page 5
Literary Latest

STORIES THAT STICK WITH YOU
Pat Colander’s new book is Hugh

Hefner’s First Funeral and Other True
Tales of Love and Death in Chicago
(Eckhartz Press, Nov. 1,
2015).

Colander writes to
say: “I was listening to
the first installment of
the NPR ‘Serial,’ pod-
cast when the reporter
Sarah Koenig said the
Adnan Syed murder
case, was 'her' story.

‘IMPORTANT’ BOOK
Gary W. Moore’s third book, The Final

Service (Savas Beatie, May 4, 2016), tells
the story of a broken father-daughter rela-
tionship, a soul that needed guidance, and

the power of forgive-
ness and redemption.

“The Final Service
is a work of fiction,
inspired by true
events in the life of a
small town Illinois
school teacher,”
Moore says. “It's a
story that intertwines
faith, family and how

both are impacted by a World War II-era
father with undiagnosed PTSD.”

PTSD expert Dr. Supid Bose, who
penned an afterward for the book, wrote,
"The Final Service is one of the most
important books ever written for families
with a member suffering from PTSD."

Actually, it was her 'reasonable doubt'
story, the kind of story that sticks with
you whether you're the lawyer, the detec-
tive or the writer. I have had a few of
these stories haunting me for years. 

Several of my stories remain officially
unsolved, though I know Raskolnikov is
out there. 

“Or that he's dead. 
“A couple of others unfolded over time

and I know absolutely what happened
even if I can't figure out why. 

“Then there are the excruciating tales
of love and death in Chicago that have no
end in sight. Plausible down one path,
possible down another. Lots of writers
start out with a nonfiction story and end
up writing a novel about a story that is
just too difficult to understand. Then they

Gary W. Moore

Pat Colander

Michael Fedo

can end the mystery the way they want it
to end. 

“My collection of true detective stories
was first published in the 1980s. I got my
chance to rewrite them with true endings-
or closer to true endings –  in 2014.
Somehow I thought I might put them to
rest, which is silly as it turns out.  Once
attached, 'your' stories never let you go.
Not only because they're fascinating. But
because they remind you of who you
were when they got to you. 

“That's why I say this is also a coming
of age story on the streets in Chicago in
the 1970s. A long time ago, but not that
far away.”

SMA member Vicki Quade wrote, in
part, “Reading Pat Colander’s wonderful
collection, Hugh Hefner’s First Funeral
and Other True Tales of Love and Death

Turn to Page 8



is a deep examination of the creative
process as seen through the lens of the
genius inventor Nikola Tesla. Not only do
I tell his dramatic story of how he invent-
ed everything from
alternating current to
robotics, I also show
how he inspired others
like Elon Musk and
Larry Page. It's a jour-
ney through the histo-
ry of technology and
travels into a present
and future that will
demand clean, wire-
less power and mas-
sive innovation on every level. I also
highlight his intimate connection to
Chicago and the 1893 World's Columbian
Exposition.” 
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in Chicago, is like visiting your old
neighborhood. Most of the old folks are
gone, either dead or moved on, but there
are a few old-timers left. And eventually
you get around to talking about things
like, ‘Hey, remember the poet who com-
mitted suicide?’ Or, ‘Did they ever figure
out how that guy killed his wife?’ Or, ‘Do
you think that guy actually poisoned all
those people?’ ... It’s meaty and satisfying.”

Literary Latest
Continued from Page 6

FIFTH BOOK

Oddities and Endings (Main St. Rag
Publications, July 1, 2016) is a collection
of 40 of Kathie Giorgio’s stories, most of
which were published earlier  in literary
magazines. Several stories specifically
written for the collection are included. 

It is Giorgio’s fifth
book.

The collection
includes the story of a
woman who battles
loneliness by search-
ing for dead birds dur-
ing her lunch hour.
There’s a story of a
man who becomes
obsessed with finding
the voice already
recorded on his newly purchased answer-
ing machine. Another tells of a woman
who decides to dub herself a widow and
gain new friends and sympathy at a
retirement village in Florida.

‘INVALUABLE BOOK’

Robert K. Elder, the emcee at the
2015 Society of Midland Authors annual
dinner, has a new book out with Seattle
writer Aaron Vetch and University of
Evansville Associate English Professor
Mark Cirino: Hidden Hemingway: Inside
the Ernest Hemingway Archives of Oak
Park (Kent State University Press, June,
2016). 

Elder writes,
“Hidden Hemingway
is part time capsule,
part biography of the
Nobel Prize-winning
author. This hardcover
coffee table book fea-
tures never-before-
seen items such as
family photos, teenage
diaries, bullfighting
tickets, love letters –
even a mystery note that suggests he had
an affair with his sister-in-law. Hidden
Hemingway is a chance for a new genera-
tion to discover a literary genius and for
fans to see him as more than just the larg-

er-than-life myth he created for himself.”
Scott Turow called Hidden

Hemingway, “An invaluable book for
anyone interested in Hemingway or the
development of a major creative mind.” 

Jonathan Eig called it, “A fascinating
book about the most fascinating writer in
American history. Hemingway’s life
unfolds from these pages in brilliant
detail and endless surprise.”

Robert K.
Elder

Kathie Giorgio

‘DRAMATIC STORY’
Lightning Strikes: Timeless Lessons in

Creativity from the Life and Work of
Nikola Tesla (Sterling, Oct. 11, 2016) is
John Wasik’s latest book. 

Wasik writes to say, “Lightning Strikes

John Wasik

Turn to Page 8

‘THOUGHTFUL ANALYSIS’

Kim Scipes writes, “My edited collec-
tion, Building Global Labor Solidarity in
a Time of Accelerating Globalization, has
just been published by Haymarket Books
of Chicago (April 2016). Not only did I
select the entries, but I also contributed
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Literary Latest
Continued from Page 7

Your article “A novel set in ‘The Stroll’
had long trek to finish line” [Literary
License, December 2015/January 2016]
was so worth reading. 

As an author, I identify with Ms.
Morris’ starts and stops. And as a writing
instructor (University of Iowa Summer
Writing Festival and two year-round writ-
ing groups in Des Moines), I identify
with the myriad challenges she encoun-
tered en route to publication.

Mary Kay Shanley
I am truly humbled by the [Society of

Midland Authors 2016 Poetry] award,
and I wanted to thank all of you for the
recognition and for hosting such an
incredible evening to celebrate writing!
Please know that I will carry such a
meaningful experience with me for the
rest of my career.

Iliana Rocha

Letters to the Editor

Biblio File
Continued from Page 6
Reardon reviewed Cartographic Grounds
for the June 9 Chicago Tribune. ... WGN-
TV on May 26 quoted Craig Sautter on
the origin on the phrase “smoke-filled
room.” ... Vicki Quade’s “Christmas
Bingo” will be staged  at Minneapolis’
Walker Bay Theater July 12-17. ... Con-
gratulations to Scott Turow on his mar-
riage in May. ... The Omaha World-Herald
quoted Suzan Erem in a July 1 story on
an effort to preserve family farms in
Iowa. ...  Timothy Gilfoyle was quoted
June 7 on Chicagomag.com on the then-
proposed Lucas Museum. ... Jonathan
Eig, who is writing a biography of
Muhammad Ali, was quoted about Ali in
a June 5 CNS News story. ... Friends
from past political campaigns joined Dick
Simpson July 15 at a talk about his book
with Betty O’Shaughnessy, Winning
Elections in the 21st Century. ... On May
21, The Guardian mentioned Richard
Cahan and Michael Williams and their
book Richard Nickel: Dangerous Years. 

Follow Biblio File on Twitter
@BibloFile_SMA.

Jack Fuller, the author of two nonfic-
tion books and at least seven novels, died
June 21 of lung cancer at age 69. He was
a longtime member of and donor to the
Society of Midland Authors. 

Mr. Fuller, a lawyer turned turned
author and journalist who had a journal-
ism degree from Northwestern University
and a 1973 law degree from
Yale, was the former editor and
publisher of the Chicago
Tribune. He also was a legal
affairs writer, a Vietnam war
correspondent and a Washington
correspondent. In 1986, he won
a Pulitzer Prize for editorial
writing. 

His best-known book was
What Is Happening to the News:
The Information Explosion and
the Crisis in Journalism (2010). In March
2011, Literary License reported the book
had won the Goldsmith Book Prize, given
annually by the Joan Shorenstein Center
on Press, Politics and Public Policy at
Harvard University’s Kennedy School. 

He also wrote News Values: Ideas for
an Information Age (University of
Chicago Press, 1997).    

His novels were One From Without
(Unbridled Books, 2016); The Best of
Jackson Payne (Knopf, 2010); Abbeville
(Unbridled Books, 2008); Legends’ End
(Hodder & Stoughton, 1990); Our
Fathers’ Shadow (Trafalgar Square,
1987); Mass (William Morrow & Co.,

1985); Fragments (William Morrow &
Co., 1984), and Convergence (Ballantine
Books, 1984).

“Now president of the Tribune
Publishing Company, Jack Fuller wrote
jazz reviews as a ‘labor of love’ in his
previous job as editor and publisher of the
Chicago Tribune,” Literary License
reported in June, 2000. “This led to his
latest book, The Best of Jackson Payne, a

novel centered on a fictional
tenor saxman.”

The May/June 2013 issue of
Literary License reported Mr.
Fuller also edited Restoring
Justice: The Speeches of
Attorney General Edward H.
Levi (University Of Chicago
Press, May 15, 2013). Mr. Fuller
had served as special assistant to
Levi. 

Mr. Fuller also presented a
Society of Midland Authors program
about the differences between writing fic-
tion and nonfiction, former Society
President Richard Frisbie recalled.  

In its August/September issue, Literary
License reported Mr. Fuller was one of
five members of the Dow Jones Special
Committee who signed a July 22 op-ed
defending the Wall Street Journal’s
integrity.

After he retired from the Tribune, Mr.
Fuller served on the board of the John D.
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, as
a trustee at the University of Chicago and
the Field Museum. He also was a trom-
bone player, pianist and jazz enthusiast.

Final chapters

Jack Fuller

the preface, introduction and two chap-
ters. This edited volume includes writings
from labor activists and scholars from the
U.S., Argentina, Canada and Germany.”

The contributing writers argue that
since the 1980s the world’s working class
has been under continual assault by the
forces of neoliberalism and imperialism.
In response, new labor movements
have emerged across the Global South –
from Brazil and South Africa to Indonesia
and Pakistan. 

Building Global Labor Solidarity in a

Time of Accelerating Globalization is a
call for international solidarity to resist
the assaults on labor’s power. 

The collection of essays by internation-
al labor activists and academics examines
models of worker solidarity, different
forms of labor organizations, and 
those models’ and organizations' relation-
ships to social movements and civil soci-
ety.

“Kim Scipes has toiled long and hard to
bring a thoughtful analysis of true inter-
national solidarity to American workers,”
wrote Peter Olney, retired organizing
director of the International Longshore
and Warehouse Union.
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Society of Midland Authors at Printers Row
BY ROBERT LOERZELIn June, the Society of Midland Authors

continued its tradition of participating in
the Printers Row Lit Fest, one of the

region’s biggest annual literary events. A
baker’s dozen of SMA members sold and
autographed their books over the course of
the weekend in the
Society’s tent on Dearborn
Street in the historic district
of Chicago’s South Loop
known as Printers Row.

Although it seems to
rain at some point during
the Lit Fest most years,
the 2016 weekend was
precipitation-free, with
pleasant and sunny weath-
er. While Carla
Knorowski was touting her book,
Gettysburg Replies: The World Responds to
Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address,
Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel stopped by
the SMA tables and purchased a copy.
Emanuel told her he planned to donate it to
a program that supplies books for Chicago
children. As R. Craig Sautter was selling
his books, Reno Lovison of the
AuthorsBroadcast.com website showed up,
with his video camera in hand, interviewing
Craig for a segment. 

Other SMA members participating were
James Finn Garner, Joseph Peterson,
Timothy Chapman, Marc Frazier, Pa-
tricia Skalka, Libby Fischer Hellman, Sam
Reaves (Allen Salter), Jan Spivey Gilchrist,
Whitney Scott, Robert Loerzel and
Anastasia Royal.

LEFT: Author Sam Reeves (Allen
Salter). RIGHT: SMA Vice President
Marlene Brill, who is part of the
Authors in the Schools program, at the
Near South Planning Board’s table.

Tim Chapman and Joseph Peterson at
the SMA Printers Row tent. 

James
Finn
Garner
and a
cus-
tomer at
Printers
Row.

ABOVE: SMA Board Member
Carla Knorowski and Grace
Richards. BELOW: Marc Frazier.

ABOVE: SMA members Frances
McNamara and Emily Clark Victorson
at the Allium Press tent. 
RIGHT: Reno Lovison interviews R.
Craig Sautter at the SMA tent. RO
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This is Part Eleven of the history of the Society. 
From 1922 to 1924, the SMA's president was one of its most

loyal members, Alice Gerstenberg. 
“Alice is a very perceptive person, endowed with a kindly

spirit and sunny disposition, and her many activities, pursued
with wit and courage have brought self-expression and joyous
development to countless individuals," future SMA President
Adeline Lobdell Pynchon later wrote.

As Gerstenberg became president, a note revealed the attitude
of some male authors in the SMA toward their female counter-

parts. Writing to
Treasurer Walter
Taylor Field, Secretary
James Taft Hatfield
remarked: “Now that the
society has come under
‘the monstrous regiment
of women,’ according to
John Knox, there will
doubtless be pretty

heavy demands on the treasury as Alice Gerstenberg is not coy
in her use of money. I am glad that you are on guard.” 

He was referring to the title of a 1558 book by Scottish clergy-
man John Knox, which denounced female monarchs. Perhaps he
was being tongue in cheek.

In 1923, John Stahl, one of the Society of Midland Authors’
founders, ran into Emerson Hough as Hough was hurrying to
the premiere of the movie based on his novel The Covered
Wagon. "Never before had I seen him so animated, so happy,"
Stahl recalled. Confident that the movie would fill his bank
account, Hough told Stahl: "Now I can write just what I want
most to write. I shall do better work than ever before." But
Hough died less than a month later.

At the annual meeting on October 27, 1923, the SMA held a
"FETE EXTRAORDINARY!!!" (as the invitation called it), hon-
oring "our Illustrious First (and Perpetual Honorary) President."
Hobart Chatfield Chatfield-Taylor was visiting town with
his second wife, Estelle Barbour, and the SMA decided to
celebrate.  

Attendees were encouraged to wear costumes typical
of what Chicagoans wore during earlier times – in
particular, from the period of the 1893 World's
Columbian Exposition. "The program of speakers is
not yet completed, but an aggregation of scintillating
luminaries has already swum into our ken," the invita-
tion noted. "Musical arrangements are in gifted hands:
the evening will be colorful, amusing, memorable."

Eighty-one people turned out for this "Chicago Night" at
the Casino Club, including many in 1893-style garb.
"Sundry songs, fathered by Wallace Rice, were sung
by the company in honor of the World's Fair memo-
ries," according to the minutes of the event.
Gerstenberg recalled, "In his speech Hobart sighed for the days
that were, and yearned for just one more glimpse of Rush Street

as he remembered it with nostalgia along with the gracious man-
ners and respect for elders which had made the period more ele-
gant than the present." A quartet sang favorite old-time senti-

mental songs, and Harriet Monroe read parts of the ode
she'd given 30 years earlier at the dedication of the

World's Fair. "Following this program, the floor was
given over for dancing," the minutes noted.

Monroe served as SMA president from 1924 to
1925. In June 1924, she invited members to her home
for a Sunday "service of tea and egg-nog." The invita-
tion from SMA secretary Eleanor Ellis Perkins
noted: "Members are requested to bring their wives

and husbands, or, if not so provided, some other attach-
ment. And they will please answer to Miss Monroe at

either of her addresses in the telephone book." Member
George Steele Seymour later praised Monroe’s "effi-
cient and unselfish work" as SMA president. "Those of
us who knew Harriet Monroe remember someone
nobody could forget, a tiny, but indomitable little

woman with the strength of an army when it came to her ideals
for poetry and poets," Fanny Butcher once said.

A president and loyal SMA member

Literary
Lore
Robert
Loerzel

Alice
Gerstenberg

Chicago Daily News illustration, 1922


