
December, 2016/
January 2017

Author spills the secrets
of Chicago ‘Dirty Waters’

Anne-Marie Cusac worked with
Wisconsin-based photographer Thomas
Ferrella to create an exhibition titled “Not
Forgotten: Chicago Street Memorials,”

which was on display
through Dec. 3 at the
Gage Gallery at
Roosevelt University
in Chicago. The exhi-
bition included about
35 large photographs
of memorials marking
deaths caused by
shootings and other
causes. It also dis-
played quotes and sto-

ries from friends and relatives of those
who died. ... The Dec. 5 New York Times
called Edward “Ted” McClelland’s
How to Speak Midwestern (See Literary
License, October 2016; also see
Upcoming Programs, Page 5) “a diction-
ary wrapped in some serious dialectology
inside a gift book trailing a serious whiff
of Relevance.” ... In a Nov. 4, 2016 San
Francisco Chronicle article titled “Social
Media: A Tool or a Risk for Courtrooms,”
Lori Andrews was quoted warning of the
dangers of the use of information gleaned
from social media accounts in courts. ...
Here, authors, is your new benchmark
when promoting your books: Clark
Elliott estimates he reached 14 million
people via radio, TV, talks and other
efforts while talking about his book, The
Ghost in My Brain.  ... Alice Dreger gave
a talk Oct. 26 at California State
University, Northridge’s Oviatt Library
titled “The ‘I’ in LGBTQI: Reasons to
Add – And Reasons Not to Add.” The “I”
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The motif of irony in R.J. Nelson’s
book, Dirty Waters: Confessions of
Chicago’s Last Harbor Boss, is no

accident. 
“There is an awful lot of irony in the

book, and that is kind of the point,”
Nelson said Nov. 22 at the Society of
Midland Authors’ monthly program at the
Cliff Dwellers Club in Chicago. 

In fact, Nelson, the former superinten-
dent of special services and director of
harbors and marine services for the
Chicago Park District, closes the book by
talking about irony. The irony in a rejec-
tion form letter he received when he
applied for a new Park District position
after being fired “made me laugh,” he
wrote.

It’s a theme that runs through the book
as he recounts his dealings with people
and politicians offering bribes for favors

and the difficulties he faced as he fol-
lowed four predecessors who were all
sent to prison. 

“The ironies really pile up, but it is the
ironies that you learn to enjoy if you are
really into ethics,”  he said.

Nelson, a former chaplain at Cornell
University, was hired in 1987 to clean up
the endemic corruption on Chicago’s
waterfront. 

“Everybody asks me: How did I get the
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Robert J. Nelson (left) addresses a full house at the
Cliff Dwellers (above) on Nov. 22.
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The ironies really
pile up, but it is the
ironies that you learn to
enjoy if you are really
into ethics. 
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in LGBTQI stands for “intersex.” ... Amy
Hassinger read from her newest novel
After the Dam Oct. 20 at Dartmouth
University. (See Literary Latest, Page 5)

... Pioneer Girl: A
True Story of Growing
Up on the Prairie by
Andrea Warren has
been added to The
Nebraska Center for
the Book’s collection.
... Ann Bausum
talked about her book
Stubby the War Dog
Nov. 15 at the Gay

Mills (Wisconsin) Public Library. “I
worked with fourth- and fifth-graders
who had dug their own trench and made a
papier-mâché Stubby to inhabit it,” Ann
writes. “Quite a sight!” ... Robert Pruter
was one of 12 contributors to Separate
Games: African American Sport Behind
the Walls of Segregation, published in
November by The University of Arkansas
Press. Pruter's historical essay was, “The
National Interscholastic Basketball
Tournament: The Crown Jewel of African
American Sports During the Era of
Segregation,” a tournament that lasted
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Ann Bausum

ABOVE: SMA Program Chair Greg Borzo
and former President Robert Loerzel chat
before the Nov. 22 program. RIGHT:
Robert J. Nelson signs a copy of his book.
(Photos by Walter Podrazik)

job of director of harbors and marine
services?” he said. “If someone in the
audience knows, please tell me, because I
don’t have much of a clue as to how I got
the job. ... I don’t have any clout.” 

Nelson said he met Harold Washington,
who was mayor when he got the position,
just once – after Nelson already had the
job running the harbors. 

“He said, famously, so you are the one
in charge of this mess out here,” Nelson
said. “ ... Nobody wanted
the job. When I went into
my office, the door was
completely smashed in.
When I asked, how did that
happen, they said the FBI
smashed it in because no
one would give them the
key.”

The FBI involvement gave
him flashbacks to his “radi-
cal” days at Cornell, he said.

“I was involved in the
draft resistance days, with a
nice thick FBI file with lots of redac-
tions,” he said. “So I was a little uneasy
because now I had to help them root out
corruption in the harbors.”

Irony isn’t the only theme in the title.  
“The ‘Confessions’ [in the title] relates

to a meditation,” Nelson said. “It’s kind
of a throwback to St. Augustine, 
although I certainly don’t put myself on
his level.”

After Washington was elected, it took
him “a couple of years” to get control of
the Park District, Nelson said. 

“Everything changed,” he said. “The
old culture was complete patronage. [It]

was in disarray. Harold brought in
reforms, [and] the Park District was an
all-black administration. I was the only
white guy hired, not counting the carry-
over political people that he had to keep. I
got along fine.

“There were problems ... but they were
problems of policy and getting things
done.” 

In the years since Nelson left the har-
bors, they have been privatized, which

has a downside, he said.
For example, the distinctly

different “neighborhood”
characteristics of the city’s
10 harbors have disappeared,
replaced by a system that
looks at the harbors as “park-
ing lots for boats.”

The company that operates
the harbors gets a cut of the
revenues, and fees have gone
up, he said. 

Between the higher fees
and the lingering effects of

the Great Recession, owners of smaller
boats have been disappearing from the
harbors, which now are only two-thirds
full, he said. 

“They are pricing the little guy out of
the market,” he said. 

Another theme that runs through the
book is sailing.  

“There is a lot of sailing in this story
because sailing is a metaphor for my reli-
gious life,” said Nelson, who also read
from his book during the program. “I
have sailed across the Atlantic, up to the
Arctic Circle and of course, all around
here.” 

 Waters
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from 1929 to 1967. Also, Robert present-
ed at the Eighth Biennial Urban History
Association Conference Oct. 16, hosted
by Loyola University at the Corboy Law

Center, as a part of a
panel, "Sports in
Chicago in the 1920s.”
Robert spoke on “The
Church, the Park, the
Club: Career of
Basketball Phenom
Violet Krubaeck
Shows How 1920s
Chicago Produced
Great Women

Athletes.” The panel included Society
members Dennis Cremin, who spoke on
“Chicago on Display: Edward Bennet’s
Grant Park of the 1920s” and Steven
Riess, who spoke on “Greyhound Racing
and the Chicago Mob, 1927-1932.” ... In
October, Craig Sautter read a short
story, “Moving Day,” at the Short Story
Theatre in Highwood. Also, Craig’s pro-
file of the 1872 Liberal Republican/
Democratic presidential candidate Horace
Greeley appeared on the Smithsonian and
Zocalo Public Square websites. ... Iris
Waichler presented a workshop on
“Coping with Grief during the Holidays”
at the National Caregiver Conference on
Dec. 3. Also Iris’  book, Role Reversal:
How to Take Care of Yourself and Your
Aging Parents is a finalist in the Self
Help: Relationships Category for Best
Books of 2016, presented by i310 Media
Group in Los Angeles. ... Aric Lasher
was quoted in a Nov. 17 Curbed.com
story about a renovated 1907 skyscraper
in Chicago’s Loop. ... NJ.com called
Patricia Polacco’s latest book, The
Mermaid's Purse (G.P. Putnam's Sons,
Oct. 4, 2016), “another treasure.”
Publishers Weekly wrote, “Through lyri-
cal writing and expressive images,
Polacco returns to recurring themes from
her books: the importance of family, com-
munity, and reading.” ... Scott Turow
wrote “My Inner 6-Year-Old Believed the
Cubs Would Win” for Time on Nov. 6. ...
The Dec. 9 Financial Times said of
Stuart Dybek’s The Start of Something,
“[T]he hits considerably outnumber the
misses in this collection.”
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Robert K. Elder, co-author of
Hidden Hemingway: Inside the
Ernest Hemingway Archives of

Oak Park, will present the January SMA
program. Here is what he tells Literary
License about the new book:

Literary License: Was it a challenge to
write about a man who has been the topic
of so many other books?

Robert K. Elder: Absolutely. But that
was also part of the fun. We started to
find photos and bits of clandestine biogra-
phy that had never been discovered. 

Literary License: In what way do the
letters, photos and memorabilia you
uncovered in your research reshape
Hemingway’s image?

Robert K. Elder:
For one, we found the
draft of a passionate
love poem he wrote to
a woman named
Annette DeVoe, who
was a classmate. I
tracked down her fami-
ly and confirmed that
the pair had dated. He
wrote: “I'd gladly walk thru Hell with you
/ Or give my life" – which sounds like
more than a passing romance. Yet, his
high school friends said he was more
interested in hunting and fishing than
girls, and they’d never seen Ernie date
anyone. 

This poem rewrites his romantic history,
because most biographers would say that
his first love was Agnes von Kurowsky,
his nurse in World War I. She would later
become the model for Catherine Barkley
in A Farewell to Arms. 

As we researched his letters, it’s clear
that DeVoe was a standard by which other
women were compared.

We also found photos of him dressed as
a little girl, as the twin of his older sister
Marcelline. His mother always wanted
twins, and in fact, gave Marcelline an
extra year of kindergarten so they could
enter grade school together. Whether this
twinning was a charming Victorian cus-
tom or something more peculiar is up for
debate. There’s a whole wing of

Hemingway scholarship about what
impact this “twinning” had on his life and
hyper-masculine writing persona. 

Literary License: How did you decide
which items to include in the book?

Robert K. Elder: We wanted items that
could tell a story or could illuminate his

work or life. It was
tough, because the
archives were so vast
and we were finding
new images and bits of
writing, right up until
we published. There’s
still so much left, that
we’re already talking
about a second edition

of the book. 
Literary License: Which items in this

book do you consider most significant?
Robert K. Elder: I love the

Hemingway letters that we uncovered –
some of which had never been published.
There’s also a private note that suggests
he had an affair with Virginia Pfeiffer, the
sister of his second wife, Pauline. Whether
this relationship took place before or after
he was actually married to Pauline is a
matter of some scholarly debate. But they
remained close for many, many years and
he dedicated his story collection Men
Without Women to Virginia, but then
changed it at the last minute. 

Literary License: What is your next
book?

Robert K. Elder: It won’t be a book,
but a play – a stage adaptation of my sec-
ond book, Last Words of the Executed.
I’m co-writing it with Glenn Jeffers, my
friend and an amazing playwright. There
are other books in the works, but I’d like
to finish the play in 2017.

Literary
Landscape

Robert K.
Elder

Jan. 10, 2017, program

Harold Washington Library
400 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago

6 p.m. - Program
7:20 p.m. - Member “after-party”
at the Plymouth Grill 

Documenting a revised
Hemingway, bit by bit

Robert Pruter
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Book Expo showcases Society authors

SMA members did it again! Several
SMA authors strutted their literary
prowess at the fifth annual 2016

Chicago Book Expo (CBE) on Sunday,
Nov. 14 at Columbia College Chicago. 

The CBE is a nonprofit, volunteer-driv-
en celebration of Chicago's vital inde-
pendent publishing community, complete
with organizations, authors, publishers,
and anyone interested in writing and pub-
lishing. And our members signed their
books, shared their expertise on panels

and readings, and greeted other book-
lovers.  

This year SMA hosted two tables for
three sessions on the book fair and expo
floor of vendors. Twelve authors, Emily
Calvo, Amelia Cotter, George Levy,
Stan "Tex" Banash, Carol Saller,
Rosina Neginsky, Bill Yarrow, Fern
Schumer Chapman, Whitney Scott,
Genevieve Davis, Diane Piron-Gelman,
and Jack Clark, sold books and
schmoozed with like-minded book enthu-
siasts. 

Even authors with slow sales agreed
that meeting and greeting so many others
in our profession proved valuable.

Several SMA members participated in
panels and individual sessions. Bill
Yarrow read poetry. Dominic Pacyga and
Joe Gustatis shared Chicago history sto-
ries. Donna Seaman spoke about
increasing diversity in books, and Neil
Steinberg discussed Chicago and its his-
toric lack of sobriety, something we can
attest to at SMA activities.

Former SMA President Robert Loerzel
spent most of the afternoon sitting in on
the panel discussions – and there were
many interesting events to choose from.
It was moving and inspiring to hear
Roger Ebert's widow, Chaz, paying trib-
ute to him, along with several of the
writer's old colleagues: Michael Phillips,

Carol Saller regales Fern Schumer Chapman with publishing news Nov. 14 at the
Chicago Book Expo. (Photos by Marlene Targ Brill)

LEFT: Bill Yarrow, who also read poetry at the event, discusses his book with a
customer. RIGHT: Fern Schumer Chapman displays an array of books.

Literary
Legwork

Marlene
Targ Brill

Laura Emerick, Pamela Sherrod
Anderson, Jim Rogatis and Rick Kogan.
“You just had – HAD TO – love Roger,”
Kogan remarked.

“And it was great to hear the discussion
about saloons and sobriety. Bill Savage
talked about his newly annotated edition
of The Old-Time Saloon, a book original-
ly written in 1931 by SMA member
George Ade, while SMA Award winner
Neil Steinberg discussed his new book,
Out of the Wreck I Rise: A Literary
Companion to Recovery.”

This year's Chicago Book Expo broke
records on many fronts. Lynn Haller,
CBE co-organizer with John K. Wilson,
tallied between 70 and 80 vendors, about

20 more than last year. Participant num-
bers rose, too. Haller wrote, “Attendance
is hard to measure. Last year, about 249
came based on our Facebook page tally.
This year we had about 405 people who
attended based on Facebook accounts. Of
course, we know many people do not
RSVP on Facebook, or don't change their
status from ‘interested’ to ‘went.’ With
other special events drawing visitors, I
wouldn't be surprised if the attendance
was in the area of 1,500 to 2,000.”

The biggest bonus Haller mentioned for
book sellers: “One vendor told me she
sold three times what she had in the past.”
Now that's progress!
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‘TAUT, BEAUTIFULLY WRITTEN’

Undone by motherhood, judged by her
husband, 32-year-old Rachel Clayborne
flees with her baby in the middle of the
night for the one place on Earth that’s
been her refuge: her grandmother’s lake-
house in northern Wisconsin.

Hoping to reconnect with a former,
healthier self, she instead faces a con-
fused and dying grandmother, her ever-
present nurse who seems bent on thwart-
ing each of Rachel’s desires, and a
changed ex-boyfriend – her first and most
passionate love. As a constant rain threat-

ens the nearby dam,
Rachel struggles to
discern what’s hap-
pened to the past,
who she’s become,
and what kind of a
life she will make for
herself now – one
that clings to ghosts
or opens bravely to a
wild new geography.

That’s the start of After the Dam by
Amy Hassinger (Red Hen Press, Sept.
16, 2016).

Hassinger writes to say, “One reader
told me that After the Dam is a ‘love let-
ter to motherhood and to stewardship in
general.’ I love this comment, and I
would only add that it’s also a love letter
to a place – namely a summer lakehouse
in northern Wisconsin – that’s been cen-
tral to my family’s life for generations. 

“The novel grew out of my love for
that place, as well as my curiosity about
the profound disconnection between the

Amy Hassinger

Dues cover mailings and other organi-
zational expenses, but the Society always
needs additional money for programs
such as the awards at the annual May
book awards banquet. Thanks to Lisa
Greyhill and Elizabeth Fama, who
made recent contributions.

SMA Support

Here are the Society of Midland
Authors programs scheduled for next
year. March is not yet scheduled. 

February
On Tuesday the 14th, Edward

McClelland will discuss his fascinating
new book How to Speak Midwestern.

Pittsburgh toilet, squeaky cheese, city
chicken, shampoo banana, and Chevy in
the Hole are all phrases that are familiar

Upcoming programs

Turn to Page 6

to many Midwesterners but sound foreign
to anyone living outside the region. This
book explains not only what
Midwesterners say but also how and why
they say it. 

The book covers such topics as: the
Northern cities vowel shift, why accents
in Fargo miss the nasality that’s a hall-
mark of Minnesota speech, and why
Chicagoans talk more like people from
Buffalo than their Wisconsin neighbors. 

Readers from the Midwest will have a
better understanding of why they talk the
way they do, and readers who are not
from the Midwest will know exactly what
to say the next time someone ends a sen-
tence with ”eh?”

April
In April SMA will offer a poetry pro-

gram by Roger Bonair-Agard. 
May

Keir Graff will emcee the book awards.

David J. Karjanen, author of The
Servant Class City: Urban Revitalization
Versus the Working Poor in San Diego
(University of Minnesota Press July 15,
2016), is an associate
professor of American
studies at the
University of
Minnesota who
researches the “com-
parative political econ-
omy,” including low-
wage work, informal
work and urbanization.

Nik Theodore, a pro-
fessor at the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago’s Department of
Urban Planning and Policy, wrote of The
Servant Class City, “Written in an acces-
sible style, this is a cautionary tale of how
urban revitalization bypasses low-income
communities, constraining the economic
mobility of the working poor and increas-
ing their reliance on shady financial serv-
ices and other predatory institutions.”

He was nominated by Jim Schwab.

Christine Rice is the author of the
novel Swarm Theory (University of Hell
Press, April, 2016).

Most recently, her short stories have
been published in Farleigh Dickenson
University’s The Literary Review,
American University of Beirut’s Rusted
Radishes and online in Roanoke College’s
Roanoke Review. 

SMA Member Patricia McNair
wrote, “Christine
Rice's novel-in-stories
Swarm Theory is like a
mosaic hand made
from slivers of broken
bottles, bits of razor
blades, and shards
from funhouse mir-
rors; it is beautiful and
startling, shining and
dark. The residents of
New Canaan, Michigan – a fictional sub-
urb stuck somewhere between Flint and
Detroit, between dream and despair – live
their damaged lives as best they can. In
captivating, skillful prose that is thick with
all kinds of knowledge and with realism and
magic, Rice creates a place both unique
and familiar. New Canaan is a microcosm
of our nation's industry and failures. ... In
these stories that braid and twist, that
buzz and sing, New Canaan's inhabitants
struggle, and sometimes – remarkably,
gloriously – they survive.”

She was nominated by Patricia McNair.

David J.
Karjanen Christine Rice

New Members
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wealthy, mostly white families who vaca-
tion in the area, and the people who live
there year-round, many of them in pover-
ty, on the neighboring Ojibwe reserva-
tion. 

“As I looked into the history of the
area, I learned about a dam that was put
in back in the 1920s that flooded out hun-
dreds of acres of reservation land. The
reservoir inundated peoples’ homes, a
school, a village center, multiple wild rice
stands, and thousands of ancient graves,
not to mention creating lasting ecological
damage. It was a traumatic event for the
tribe, yet another version of the devastat-
ingly pervasive story at the root of our
country’s history. I wanted my characters
to wrestle with the effects of that legacy.

“The novel is as old as my son, who is
10. He was a baby when I began working
on it. Hence the central theme of mother-
hood, which connects to larger questions
about stewardship: who and what we care
for and how.

“In a starred review, Kirkus Reviews
called After the Dam ‘Taut, beautifully
written, and suspenseful’ and ‘a page-
turner of the highest caliber,’ a comment
that just about made my year.”

THE STORY BEHIND A FAMOUS SONG

The Music in George’s Head: George
Gershwin Creates Rhapsody in Blue
(Calkins Creek, Sept. 2016) by Suzanne
Slade shares the true story with young
readers of how George Gershwin created
his famous tune. 

“The idea for this book suddenly
appeared on the Fourth of July many
years ago as I watched a fireworks show
on Chicago’s Channel 11 PBS station,”
Slade tells Literary License. “During the
program, Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue”
was playing in the background while a

‘ENGAGING WARTIME THRILLER’

Imagine a dead German in a whore-
house bed. A pair of bloated corpses
floating in a Mississippi bayou. A myste-
rious notebook filled with unknown codes

and hand-drawn maps.
Brave young Marines
and Navajo code talk-
ers landing in the
Pacific. A Mafia don
helping the Allies seek
revenge on the
Fascists.  A secret
meeting of U.S. mar-
shals with a New
Orleans crime boss.  A
series of anagrams

challenging the code-breaking talents of
the brilliant minds at Bletchley Park. A
gathering of international intelligence

commentator shared a few facts about
how he came to write this iconic tune.

“Well, before I knew it, I was scrib-
bling down these fascinating facts on a
scrap of paper. Gershwin’s creative
process was so unique and interesting, I

wanted to share this
little-known bit of
music history with
children, but I wasn’t
sure how to turn these
facts into an engaging
story. Then overnight,
a story idea began per-
colating in my mind.
After a year of addi-
tional research, inter-

views with a music Ph.D. and the Music
Specialist at the Library of Congress
George & Ira Gershwin Collection, and
47 revisions, I finally finished the story.
Fortunately, it didn’t take long to find the
perfect publishing home at Calkins
Creek.” 

The book was named a Booklist Top 10
Art Book for Youth and won the
California Reading Association Eureka!
Gold Award. With blue-toned illustrations
by Stacy Innerst, this title has received
four starred reviews (Booklist, Kirkus,
Publisher's Weekly, School Library
Journal). 

Kirkus said, “Bravo!” 

Suzanne Slade

Steven
Burgauer

Turn to Page 7
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A NEW TRILOGY

Gladys Swan’s book Ancestors
(Serving House Books, April 25, 2016) is
the third book in her New Mexico trilogy.
The earlier works were A Dark Gamble
and Ghost Dance: A Play of Voices.
Swan, who is also a painter, created the
cover art for the books. 

Swan writes, “Since I received the

Lytle Prize for best fiction in the Sewanee
Review for 2015 for my 10th story in that
magazine, the editors of Service House
Books decided to publish a book of those
10 stories. It will appear in January of 2017.

“My first novel, Carnival for the Gods,
originally published in the Vintage
Contemporaries Series, has now become
the Carnival Quintet. The first book has
been reissued by Kiwai Media, a small
press in Paris, and I hope the rest will be
forthcoming this year.”

In Ancestors, Hawkins, a man adrift,
finds himself in a Native American home-
land called Chaco Canyon, a place of
relics haunted by history. He is besieged
by voices revealing memories of other
lives, including those of his immediate
family, truths he had never known.
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thought about what sort of book I wanted
most to write, I knew that art was my
subject. I then realized that I also had a
mission: I wanted to shine light on
women artists who were celebrated dur-
ing their lifetimes only to be quickly for-
gotten. Guided by my love for the profile
form, I envisioned a collection of por-
traits. 

“When it came to selecting the artists I
would profile, two Chicago painters
topped my list, Gertrude Abercrombie,
who was known as the Queen of
Bohemia, and Christina Ramberg, who is
associated with the Chicago Imagists and
the Hairy Who. 

“Two other artists in Identity Unknown
also had Chicago connections. Sculptor
Ree Morton was a visiting artist at the
School of the Art Institute of Chicago, a

sojourn which ended tragically with a
fatal car accident. Pioneering fiber artist
Lenore Tawney lived in the city and stud-
ied with Lázlo Moholy-Nagy at the
Institute of Design. 

“As many writers will tell you, the
research was bliss. I used all kinds of
resources, and was granted exhilarating
experiences by generous curators at two
invaluable institutions, the Illinois State
Museum in Springfield, and the Art
Institute of Chicago. 

“Ultimately I learned a great deal about
many things while working on Identity
Unknown, including all the effort that
goes into securing illustrations. I will
never take an illustrated book for granted
again. Thanks to the support of many
keepers of art and archives, Identity
Unknown showcases the artists’ lives and
work in black-and-white images appear-
ing throughout the text and two inserts of

officers onboard a ship in the western
Mediterranean.  A Nazi plot to sabotage
the production of the Higgins landing craft
without which Americans would never be
able to land safely on a foreign beach.

That’s the plot of Steven Burgauer’s

new book, Nazi Saboteurs on the Bayou
(Battleground Press, Nov. 11, 2016)

The Book Reviewers, a division of Full
Media Ltd. (UK), wrote, “An engaging,
slow-burning wartime thriller with an
epic feel and a large cast of characters.”

A BOOK WITH A MISSION

Who, asks the publisher, hasn't won-
dered where – aside from Georgia
O'Keeffe and Frida Kahlo – all the
women artists are? 

In her new book, Identity Unknown:
Rediscovering Seven American Women

Artists (Bloomsbury
USA, Feb. 14, 2017),
Donna Seaman tack-
les that question.

“I’ve been writing
about books and writ-
ers for years as an
editor for Booklist
and as a freelance
contributor to other
publications, and cer-
tainly literature is my

life’s passion,” Seaman tells Literary
License. “But I have also always been
deeply affected by the visual arts. My
mother, Elayne Seaman, is an artist. I
attended art school, and I’ve always read
avidly about artist’s lives. So when I

Donna Seaman

color plates.”
The book, the publisher says, paints

portraits of seven forgotten artists:
Gertrude Abercrombie, with her dark,
surreal paintings and friendships with
Dizzy Gillespie and Sonny Rollins; Bay
Area self-portraitist Joan Brown; Ree
Morton, with her witty, oddly beautiful
constructions; Loïs Mailou Jones of the
Harlem Renaissance; Lenore Tawney,
who combined weaving and sculpture
when art and craft were considered mutu-
ally exclusive; Christina Ramberg, whose
unsettling works drew on pop culture and
advertising; and Louise Nevelson, an art-
world superstar in her heyday but omitted
from most recent surveys of her era.

Kirkus Reviews wrote, “With impres-
sive research, Booklist editor Seaman
curates a fine retrospective on the history
of women in the male-dominated world
of 20th century art . . . A decidedly
important and long-overdue showcase.”

AN INDIANA ANTHOLOGY

Helen Frost, John Green, B.J. Hollars,
Jim McGarrah, Scott Russell Sanders,
Barbara Shoup, Kevin Stein, Samrat
Upadhyay and Shari Wagner are among
the authors whose work appears in Not Like
the Rest of Us: An Anthology of
Contemporary Indiana Writers (INwords,
Sept. 1, 2016), which was co-edited by
Shoup. The book includes notable writers
of fiction, creative nonfiction and poetry
from around the state. The most experi-
enced writers in the volume are in their
90s, the youngest in their 20s. "Some are
best-selling authors, some widely known
in literary circles, others are just begin-
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Literary Latest
Continued from Page 7

‘GRIPPING, TRANSPORTING STORY’

James Conroyd Martin's new book,
The Boy Who Wanted Wings (Hussar
Quill Press, 2016) tells the story of the
first 9/11 – Sept. 11, 1683, at Vienna.

Aleksy, a dark-complexioned Tatar
raised by a Polish peasant family, holds in
his heart the wish to become a Polish
hussar, a lancer who carries into battle a
device attached to his back that holds
dozens of eagle feathers. 

For a Tatar and as a peasant, this is an
unlikely quest. 

When he meets Krystyna, the daughter
of the noble who owns the land that his
parents work, he falls hopelessly in love.
But even though she returns his love, race
and class differences make this quest as
impossible as that of becoming a hussar.
One day, under the most harrowing and
unlikely circumstances, Aleksy must
choose between his dreams. 

Kirkus Reviews calls it “A gripping,
transporting story.”

‘AN HONEST LOOK’

Genuflections: Famous Folks Talk
About Growing Up Catholic (Eckhartz
Press, Dec. 1, 2016) is the first book by
Robert Herguth, a Chicago Sun-Times
reporter and son of longtime SMA mem-
ber Margaret Herguth.

The book includes the experiences of
more than 40 well-known people, from
athletes and actors to musicians and
politicians, who grew up in – or in close
proximity to – the Catholic faith.

Many of those interviewed – including
Andrea Bocelli and Kevin Cronin, Don
Shula and Dana Delany, Jane O’Meara
Sanders and Paul Ryan – also share
where they stand today in terms of their
beliefs.

The idea behind Genuflections was
conceived by Herguth in the late 1990s,
when he and a colleague tried to make it
happen by reaching out to a number of
celebrities with Catholic roots to see if
they’d agree to an interview.

“It turned out to be tough going –

ning,” notes a cover blurb. “Many were
born and raised in Indiana, while others
found their way here – and stayed.”

INwords is an imprint of the Indiana
Writers Center. Shoup, the IWC director,
said the title derives from an essay by
Cathy Day that captured the “peculiar
nature” of Hoosiers' relationship to the arts,
and fit the aim of the new anthology. For
many, Indiana "isn't the first place that
comes to mind when thinking about
where writers are likely to settle," she said.

nobody seemed to want to talk about their
religious upbringing – so we would-be
authors put the project on hold,” Herguth
writes. “I resurrected the book a number
of years later, eventually bringing it to
fruition.

“The book’s title should not imply every-
body maintains a reverence for the Cath-
olic Church. Some people had great expe-
riences growing up in the faith, others less
so. Some of those interviewed remain
practicing Catholics. Others are not.”

Herguth describes the book as “an
honest look at the Catholic upbringings of
notable people, with lessons for anybody
interested in religion and spirituality.”

ANNUAL ANTHOLOGY

Outrider Press’ annual Black-and-
White anthology series returns this year
with a focus on the theme of home, fea-
turing poetry, short fiction and essays.

Home (October 2016) is edited by
Whitney Scott.

According to the publisher, “The con-
cept of home often connects to experi-
ences that characters would prefer to for-
get but find themselves forced to reconcile.

“ ‘The Hoodie’s Tale’ unfolds into
a haunting narrative about a kidnapped
daughter and her mother’s torment. 

“ ‘Executive Order 9066’ (Outrider’s
grand-prize winner for prose) follows a
woman recovering
her family’s long-
stored belongings
stockpiled before
they were designated
to a Japanese intern-
ment camp. 

“In other works,
home offers little
haven. ‘Seeking
Shelter’ follows a
narrator who flees her
home life, and with it a crumbling rela-
tionship, for a bike trip, falling into a
one-off affair with a fellow rider. 

“Pieces also explore home’s imperma-
nence, as a harrowed mother struggles to
adjust to her new neighborhood as well as
an unexpected pregnancy.

“Elsewhere, a narrator exposes the dis-
tressing realities of memory loss, and a
couple’s dream home presents unforeseen
challenges. Scott has created an accessible
collection that examines diverse aspects
of the dynamics and hold of home.”

Whitney Scott
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Rules for the 2017 SMA book awards

The Society of Midland Authors is
now accepting submissions for its
annual literary awards, which will

honor books by Midwestern authors pub-
lished in 2016.

Each winner will receive $500 and a
recognition award. The judges in each
category may also deem one or two final-
ists as worthy of recognition, and each
finalist will receive a commemorative
award. These honors will be given out at
the awards banquet the second Tuesday in
May.

A book may be nominated by its author
or publisher. Authors do not need to be
members of the Society of Midland
Authors in order to enter the contest.
Please read the following rules carefully
before submitting:

- An entry form must accompany each
book. One copy of the book and one entry
form go to each of the three judges in its
category. That means a total of three
forms per title (three judges, three forms,
three books). Books unaccompanied by
completed entry forms will not be consid-
ered.

- Each book entry must have a 2016
publication date with corresponding copy-
right date. The author must either reside
in, be born in, or have strong ties to one
of the 12 Midland states SMA represents:
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North
Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota and
Wisconsin.

- Each submission requires an entry fee
of $10. To pay by PayPal or credit card,
go to:

http://secure.jotform.us/form/4254783575
5163

You may also pay by mailing a check to
Society of Midland Authors, P.O. Box
10419, Chicago, IL 60610. This payment
must identify the book title, author and
source of check, so SMA knows which
author and book entry to confirm as a
paid entry. (You may use the "comments"
box to write the information for PayPal.
Copy the entry form to go with your snail
mail check.)

- For now, we do not consider e-book
originals unless accompanied by a print

edition.
- Books by deceased authors are eligi-

ble, providing they meet the other require-
ments.

- Submissions must be postmarked by
January 9, 2017. We urge early submis-
sions. Send entries to the appropriate
judges.

- To enter this year's competition, print
out the entry form at this link: http://mid-
landauthors.com/contest_form.html.
Include a completed copy with each nom-
inated book. Mail a copy of the form and
the book to each of the three judges in the
selected category. 

Do not mail the book to the Society's
P.O. box. Make sure that you enter the
book in the proper category. (For exam-
ple, all children's books go to children's
categories, rather than Poetry or
Biography and Memoir, which are for
adult submissions only.) Books submitted
to improper categories will be disquali-
fied.

Judges for books published in 2016

Please send a book and entry form to
each judge in your category.

Adult Fiction
- Stephen Sposato, 1440 W Argyle St

#1, Chicago, IL 60640 

- David MacLean, 2232 W. Giddings St
Chicago, Il 60625 

-Eckhard Gerdes, 4212 Chesapeake
Drive, Apt. 1A, Aurora, IL 60504

Adult Nonfiction
- Susan Croce Kelly, 29233 Cardinal

Lane, Gravois Mills, MO 65037, susan-
crocekelly@gmail.com

- Kim Hiltwein, 820 Hinman Avenue,
Evanston, IL 60202 

- Libby Hellmann, 272 Summerfield
Road, Northbrook, IL 60062 

Biography and Memoir
-  Bob Remer, 5840 N. Kenmore,

Chicago, IL 60660 
- Jerry Apps, 522 Togstad Glenn,

Madison, WI 53711 
- Ronne Hartfield, 5750 S. Kenwood

Avenue, Chicago, IL 60637

Children's Fiction
- Marlene Targ Brill, 314 Lawndale,

Wilmette, IL 60091 
- Patricia McKissack, 14629 Timberlake

Manor Ct., Chesterfield, MO 63017
- Mary Losure, 1311 Osceola Ave., St.

Paul, MN 55105

Children's Nonfiction
- Pat Kummer, 2671 Normandy Place,

Lisle, IL 60532-1081 
- Andrea Warren, 4908 W. 71st St.,

Prairie Village, KS 66208 
- Suzanne Slade, 605 Dawes St.,

Libertyville IL 60048 

Poetry
- Rosina Neginsky, PO Box 2175,

Station A, Champaign, IL 61825
- Jill Baumgaertner,  841 W. Monroe

St., #5PH, Chicago, IL 60607 
- Joshua Corey, 729 Emerson St. #3W,

Evanston, IL 60201 

Entry confirmation
If you'd like to confirm that your entry

reached the judges, please send a self-
addressed stamped postcard with each
book submission. 

Or you can contact Marlene Targ Brill,
marlenetbrill@comcast.net, who will veri-
fy whether your entry arrived.

Shirley Haas (left) and Society of
Midland Authors Board Member Allen
Salter talk books at the 2016 book
awards banquet. 
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This is Part 15 of the history of the
Society. 

The SMA’s presidents in the early
1930s were:

Howard Vincent O'Brien
(1888-1974) was a novelist and journalist
best known for his memoir Wine, Women
and War and his columns for the Chicago
Daily News, "All Things Considered" and
"Footnotes." SMA president, 1930-31. 

Margaret Ayer Barnes (1886-1967)
became a writer after she was seriously
injured in an automobile accident in
France when she was 40. Lying on her
back during her convalescence, the
Chicago native put a piece of paper on the
plaster cast that covered her chest and
began writing. 

At one point, she had three plays run-
ning simultaneously on Broadway: her
adaptation of Edith Wharton's novel The
Age of Innocence as well as two plays
she'd co-written with Edward Sheldon,
“Jenny” and “Dishonored Lady.”

Her first novel, Years of Grace, won
the 1931 Pulitzer Prize. "Observant, a nat-
urally able writer, Mrs. Barnes mixes a
certain sentimentality
with the perfectly clear
understanding that
ironies and unpleasant
facts exist," Robert Van
Gelder wrote in The
New York Times in
1933. She served as
SMA president in 1931
and 1932. Her sister,
Janet Ayer Fairbank (1878-1951), a
Pulitzer runner-up, was also an SMA
member.

Vincent Starrett (1886-1974), was
born above his grandfather's bookshop in
Toronto. Believed to be stillborn, he was
wrapped in a newspaper and thrust under
a bed, only to be spanked into life a few
minutes later. He was fond of saying that

he'd made his appearance into life
wrapped in a copy of the Toronto Globe,
thus making an earlier appearance in print

than any of his con-
temporaries. 

After starting his
journalism career at
the Chicago Inter
Ocean, he worked for
the Chicago Daily
News as a crime
reporter and a feature
writer. He was

wounded in the leg in a "battle" staged for
correspondents who accompanied
American and Mexican troops in the
chase after Pancho Villa in 1914-15. 

In the 1920s and 1930s, Starrett wrote
mysteries and supernatural fiction for the
pulp magazines, including horror and fan-
tasy for Weird Tales. His best-known
book is The Private Life of Sherlock

Holmes, and he was one of the original
members of the Baker Street Irregulars
when the group started in 1934. 

He also wrote poetry and detective sto-
ries, many of them starring Chicago
sleuth Jimmie Lavender. Starrett wrote the
Chicago Tribune's
"Books Alive" column
from 1941 to 1967.
He held to the belief
that "the proper
study of mankind is
man, and man is
best studied in
books," and said
that to him personally
books were "the most
important things in
life after food, water,
girls, and the usual
catalog of imperatives." Starrett was SMA
president from 1932 to 1934, and he won
the SMA's Chicago Writer's Award in
1966 for his book Born in a Bookshop.
When he died in 1974, the obituary in the
Tribune called him the "dean of Chicago
authors," as well as "one of the nation's
best known bibliophiles as well as one of
its best loved writers" and "the world's
greatest authority on Sherlock Holmes."

Society presidents in the early ’30s

Literary
Lore

Robert
Loerzel

Vincent Starrett

Pulitzer Prize winner Margaret Ayer Barnes, pictured in 1950, was president of
the Society of Midland Authors in 1931 and 1932.

Observant, a naturally able writer, Mrs. Barnes
mixes a certain sentimentality with the perfectly
clear understanding that ironies and unpleasant facts
exist.

“
”
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Society of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419
Chicago IL 60610
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James Reiss, 1941-2016
Even as a young child, James Reiss was

drawn to such poets as Homer, Dante, Spenser,
Milton and Keats, whom he described as
“devoted to narration.”

Mr. Reiss was also devoted to narration, to
the point that former California
Poet Laureate Carol Muske-Dukes
described him as “a committed
story teller.” In fact, the latest of his
six books of poetry was titled The
Novel.

Mr. Reiss, of Wilmette, Illinois,
who died Dec. 2 at age 75 of a
heart attack, was a longtime mem-
ber of and donor to the Society of
Midland Authors. He also published
a novel in 2016, When Yellow
Leaves, and was a professor emeri-
tus of English and founding editor of Miami
University Press at Miami University in
Oxford, Ohio.

"He always felt that poetry should tell a
story rather than just be an abstract idea or a
series of words running together that might
sound interesting," said Mr. Reiss' wife, Mary

Jo McMillin.
"He wrote every single day," she added.
Mr. Reiss grew up in New York's

Washington Heights neighborhood and in
Hillsdale, New Jersey, where he began writing
fiction in fifth grade. He also taught at Queens
College, City University of New York and the
University of California-Davis.

After writing fiction as a child, “I switched
to poetry for a variety of reasons,” Mr. Reiss

said at a poetry reading in April at
the Cliff Dwellers Club in Chicago.
“I read fiction, current fiction, scads
of it, loads of it. ... Poems have
been much more difficult for me.”

For example, he began one poem
in 1983, but it didn’t get published
until it appeared in the Atlantic in
1996, he said. “It took 13 years to
figure out how to work that poem,
how to get it to come around.”

“Jim Reiss was a proud man and
one of the smartest people I ever

knew,” said Beverly Offen, recording secre-
tary of the Society of Midland Authors. “He
lived life fully to the end. He will be missed
by all who knew him.”

Mr. Reiss received bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in English from the University of
Chicago. His first book of poetry, The

Breathers, published by Ecco Press/Viking in
1974, was nominated for the National Book
Award.

His subsequent books of poetry were
Express (1983), The Parable of Fire (1996),
The Thousand Good Mornings (2001), and
Riff on Six: New and Selected Poems (2003).

Over his lifetime, Mr. Reiss wrote thousands
of poems, although some remain unpublished
in stacks of papers in his home. His poems
appeared in many publications, including The New
York Times, The New Yorker, The Atlantic,
Slate, The New Republic, Esquire, The Nation,
Poetry and Virginia Quarterly Review.

Mr. Reiss received many awards and grants,
including a National Endowment for the Arts
Individual Writing Fellowship, a New York
Foundation for the Arts Fellowship, two
Poetry Society of America awards and a
Pulitzer Prize nomination, among others.

His second novel, Façade for a Penny
Arcade, is scheduled to be published posthu-
mously next year. He also co-edited Self-
Interviews: James Dickey (1970) with his first
wife, the poet Barbara Eve.

Mr. Reiss is also survived by a sister,
Lucinda Luvaas; two daughters, Crystal Reiss
and Heather Saporta; and five grandchildren.

A celebration of Mr. Reiss' life will be held
in the spring.

Final Chapters

James Reiss


