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2016-17 programs will feature 
Rt. 66, South Side, Hemingway 

Scott Turow will receive a Carl
Sandburg Literary Award Oct. 26 from
the Chicago Public Library Foundation.
The foundation’s 21st Century Award will
be awarded to Amina Gautier . ...
Cheryl Reed writes to say, “I've received
a Fulbright to go to Ukraine and teach at
a university in Kyiv as well as give lec-

tures and travel
throughout the coun-
try. I'll be there for 10
months. Greg will be
joining me. I also have
my first novel coming
out as soon as I get
back in the country
next summer. Poison
Girls is a literary sus-
pense set in Chicago

during a recent presidential election when
daughters of political families are dying
of fentanyl-laced heroin until a reporter
begins to track the killer. The book will
be published by Diversion Books in New
York. They've also bought an option on
my next book which I'm working on
now.” Cheryl also reports she has a new
author website: www.cherylreed.net. ...

Watching TV co-author Walter Podrazik
was interviewed “live from floor” by
“Book Talk” executive producer Peter
Slen as part of the C-SPAN Democratic
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BY GREG BORZO

The Society of
Midland Authors has
a wonderful lineup

of monthly programs for
the 2016-17 season. And
the programs are all free
and open to the public.
While not every presenta-
tion is yet set, here are
three that you will not want
to miss. 

September
On Monday the 12th (Note, this is

NOT the usual Tuesday date), two
authors will give a presentation about
Route 66, which just hit 90 years old.
They will discuss how the legendary
highway developed; spurred automotive

travel and truck transporta-
tion; transported everything
from military convoys to
family vacationers; became
the star of its own TV
show; and can still be trav-
eled today-right through
Chicago.

Susan Croce Kelly (See
the “Literary Landscape”
Q&A on Page 3), who
wrote Father of Route 66:
The Story of Cy Avery and

Route 66: The Highway and Its People,
will focus on the origins and history or
the American icon. 

David G. Clark, who wrote Route 66
In Chicago and Exploring Route 66 in
Chicagoland, will focus on the current

Literary Landscape
with Susan Croce Kelly 

Literary Latest
New Books

Literary Lore
Robert Loerzel
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Cheryl Reed

Walter Podrazik (center) is interviewed prior
to the Democratic National Convention. 

These four books about Route 66 (above and below) were written by two authors who will
present the Society of Midland Authors’ Sept. 12 program. Subsequent programs will fea-
ture authors who wrote about Chicago’s South Side and Ernest Hemingway.

Turn to Page 2
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Convention Preview Program July 24, the
day before the opening sessions. Walter
writes, “During the course of the chat,
Slen kindly slipped a copy of the new
third edition of Watching TV into the pic-
ture.” ... Audrey Niffenegger (The Time
Traveler's Wife); Stuart Dybek (I Sailed
with Magellan); Aleksandar Hemon
(The Lazarus Project); Joe Meno (The
Great Perhaps) and Kathleen Rooney
(O, Democracy!) were listed July 25 in
the Chicago Review of Books’ “10 Best
Chicago Novels of the 21st Century So
Far.” ... Ruth Spiro will sign her new
books (See Literary Latest, Page 4) at
Anderson’s on Oct. 5, The Book Stall on
Oct. 9, and Women & Children First on
Nov. 12. ... Robert Hellenga, who is
working on a novel about an antiquarian
book dealer, writes to say: “I've just come
back from the 2016 session of The
Colorado Antiquarian Book Seminar, an
intense week of lectures and discussions
of everything to do with the antiquarian
book trade: ‘Business Basics,’ ‘The Book
as Physical Object,’ ‘Why Bibliography
Matters,’ ‘Research Strategies,’
‘Cataloging Basics,’ ‘Marketing Your
Book Business,’ ‘Databases & Websites,’
‘Binding Styles & Illustration
Techniques,’ ‘Speciality Dealer’ (cook-
books), ‘Pricing and Selling,’ ‘Scouting
and Consignments,’ ‘Photographic
Techniques,’ ‘Selling to Libraries,’
‘Auctions,’ ‘Philosophies of
Conservation,’ ‘Fakes, Forgeries, &
Theft,’ ‘Cataloging Archives & Non-
Traditional Materials,’ ‘New Areas of
Collecting.’ A majority of the 50 ‘stu-
dents’ were book dealers, but there were
also librarians, a book binder, some col-
lectors, and one novelist (me). The
Colorado Antiquarian Book Seminar is
the oldest program of its kind in the
United States, predating the ‘Rare Book
School’ at the University of Virginia
(originally at Columbia University). The
faculty members were excellent.” ...
Edward E. Gordon reports he is work-
ing on Chapter 11 of Divided on D-Day:
How Normandy Command Conflicts
Jeopardized the Allied Victory (working
title), co-authored with British historian
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state of Route 66. His PowerPoint will
include scores of colorful maps and

images that will allow
you to travel the coun-
try's most famous high-
way through time and
along the streets of
Chicago. 

This will be a fun
and informative
evening, complete with
TV clips and a popular
song about where to

get your kicks. This free hour-long pro-
gram starts at 6 p.m. at the Harold
Washington Library Center, 400 S. State
Street, Chicago, but the doors open at
5:45 with a video. 

October
On Tuesday the 11th, Natalie Moore

will discuss her highly acclaimed new
book The
South Side.  

Moore, a
native of the
South Side and
a longtime
reporter at
WBEZ-FM,
will discuss how
past and present
segregation has
shaped Chicago.
Moore "weaves
her life story
through a well-researched account of the
policies that have shaped Chicago into a
city often described as separate and
unequal," says the Chicago Sun-Times. 

This free program at
the Cliff Dwellers (200
S. Michigan, Chicago,
22nd floor penthouse,
with an outstanding
view of Millennium
Park), starts at 6 p.m.
with a reception (free
hors-d'oeuvres, cash
bar). Moore's presentation starts at 7 p.m.

January
On Tuesday

the 10th,
Robert Elder
will discuss his
popular new
book Hidden
Hemingway:
Inside the
Ernest
Hemingway
Archives of
Oak Park. This
hardcover, coffee-
table book is both a
time capsule and a
biography of the
local, Nobel Prize-
winning author.
Elder's book and
PowerPoint feature
never-before-seen
items from Hem-
ingway's life, such
as family photos, teenage diaries, bull-
fighting tickets and love letters. 

This free hour-long program starts at 6
p.m. at the Harold Washington Library
Center, 400 S. State Street. 

 Programs

2016, Society 
of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610

Editor: Thomas Frisbie
tomfrisbie@aol.com

Copy Editor: Beverly Offen

www.midlandauthors.com

Society of Midland Authors members
can now pay their membership dues,
buy tickets to the annual dinner and
make donations on our website with
PayPal (there is a $1 fee to help cover
PayPal’s fee). To make a donation, visit
our home page at www.midlandau-
thors.com and click on the "Donate"
button in the upper right corner.
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David Ramsay, whose father was the
admiral commanding the D-Day fleet of
over 6,000 ships. The book is scheduled
to be published in fall 2017 by
Prometheus Press. Also, Edward writes,
“Today's 'Job Shock’ is the gap between
the demand for skilled labor and the
available supply of skilled workers,” in
the July issue of the Gordon Report. ...
Dan Dinello wrote a chapter – "Theater
of Destruction: Chaos, Rage, Frustration
& Anarchy in the Rebellious Music &
Ferocious Performances of the Early
Who" for the new book The Who and
Philosophy. ... FiveThirtyEight’s inaugu-
ral podcast featured Alice Dreger’s
Galileo’s Middle Finger. Also, USA
Today quoted Alice on Aug. 2 in a story
about South African runner Caster
Semenya. … The Stillwater (Minnesota)
Gazette included Ann Bausum’s Stubby
the War Dog on a list of recommended
“stories about the creatures that share this
world with us.” … The Daily Southtown
quoted Ann Durkin Keating June 15
about the history of the Chicago neigh-
borhood Englewood. … Natalie Y.
Moore, who co-presented an SMA
monthly program on Feb. 8, 2011 and
who will do so again this fall, is now a
once-a-month columnist for the Chicago
Sun-Times. ... Harry Mark Petrakis
wrote a full-page essay Aug. 14 for the
Chicago Sun-Times. ... On June 25, D.M.
Pirrone’s For You Were Strangers won
the honorable mention in the mystery cat-
egory of the 18th annual INDIEFAB
Book of the Year Awards for books pub-
lished in 2015. Also, she will be among
the authors discussing writing Chicago
historical mysteries at 7 p.m. on Sept. 15
at the Wood Dale (Illinois) Public
Library, 520 N. Wood Dale Rd., Wood
Dale. ... On Aug. 14, Richard Lindberg
gave a presentation on the history of
Chicago street gangs at the Admiral on
the Lake in Chicago. Rich said, “The
audience was terrific.” ... Steven
Burgauer writes, “Finally the manuscript
is done, polished and ready to go [for
Nazi Saboteurs on the Bayou]. Now to
find an agent to represent it and a pub-

Biblio File
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Susan Croce Kelly, as noted on Page 1,
will co-present the Society of Midland
Authors’ September program. Here’s what
she tells Literary License:

Q.You wrote one of the first books
on Route 66 after it was
decommissioned. What drew       
you to this road?

A. I began hearing family stories about
"the most famous road in the world" when
I was a small child. My mother's grandfa-
ther had a farm in southwest Missouri that
fronted on 66 and the highway figured into
tales of her childhood. I also grew up in
suburban St. Louis near one of the itera-
tions of 66 there, so the highway has
always been part of my life. Later, as a
newspaper reporter in
Springfield, Missouri, I
was fascinated by a
stretch of old 66 that
hadn't changed since
the 1930s. It seemed
like a good subject for
a book. 

Q. You spent seven
years writing Route
66: The Highway and Its People, and you
also wrote a second book. Was it a chal-
lenge to capture the essence of a road that
has become a legend?

A. The first book was the result of a
happy coincidence. My photographer
friend, Quinta Scott, was knowledgeable
about 1930s and 1940s architecture, and
as a former newspaper reporter and social
historian I wanted to know the story of
the people in those buildings. The result
was, as you said, a years-long research
project of traveling and talking to busi-
ness owners along the highway in our
spare time. Curiosity about "Why is 66 so
famous?" And even "Why is it here?" led
eventually to Cy Avery, mid-1920s
Oklahoma highway commissioner and the
man who laid out, numbered and was an
early US 66 promoter.  

"Capturing the essence" was of course a
challenge, but that was mitigated by meet-
ing and talking with the people who were
the life and blood of the old road.

Q. How did you do the research for

your books?
A. Research, as I noted above, was pri-

marily journalistic – identifying buildings
along the route and interviewing business
owners. Between trips I would do library
research to confirm dates and events and
put those interviews in context. A lucky

meeting was with
Avery's daughter-in-
law. After the first
book, I wanted to know
more about Avery and
the times that led to the
national highway sys-
tem, of which 66 is a
part. It took more than
20 years for the time to

become available, but by then Avery's
papers had also become available through
the Oklahoma State University-Tulsa
library. For that book, the situation was
reversed from the first. I would do the
library research, then visit sites and even
found a few people who had figured into
Avery's story.

Q. As the former editor of Ozarks
Magazine, what is your advice to writers?

A. Oh, my.  Everyone is so different. I
would just say, "Keep at it." And if you
undertake a major project, make sure it's
something you will want to go to bed with
for a long time; in my case, it's been more
than 30 years.

Q.  What is your next book?
A. I am still captivated by early 20th cen-

tury road and highway history, and may do
a third book on those very early days, pre-
66. But I'm also intrigued with a couple of
intrepid newspaper women in the Ozarks I
know something about. Preliminary re-
search is underway for both projects.  I'll
know in a few months where I will focus. 

Literary
Landscape

Susan
Croce Kelly

Sept. 12, 2016, program

Harold Washington Library
400 S. State S. 
5:50 p.m. - Video (free)
6 p.m. - Program (free)
7 p.m. - Social hour for SMA
members at Plymouth Grill, after
the program. 

Fascinated by early 20th
century highway history
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lisher to publish it.” ... Ted McClelland
wrote Aug. 14 that his first racetrack
mentor, John Goritz, who helped start
Ted’s career as an author, has died at 53.
Ted mentioned Goritz in his new book on
Midwestern accents. ... During this elec-
tion season, former SMA President R.
Craig Sautter has been interviewed and
quoted by Voice of America about con-
tested conventions; the Philadelphia
Inquirer about his book Philadelphia
Presidential Conventions (1848-2000);
and The Arizona Republic on the
Cleveland convention. He also appeared
twice for two hours each on the national-
ly syndicated "Beyond the Beltway"
(TV/radio) with Bruce DuMont; on WGN
TV on the "smoke-filled room" of the
Blackstone Hotel and the 1920
Republican convention; CLTV's "Politics
Tonight"; and on a WGN Plus podcast
with Paul Lisnek on the history of con-
ventions. His article on Wendell Willkie
and the 1940 Republican convention was
posted by zocalopublicsquare.org and the
Smithsonian. In the spring, Sautter partic-
ipated in a Newbery Library forum on
Chicago writer and literary editor Floyd
Dell, where his book Floyd Dell: Essays
from the Friday Literary Review 1909-13
was handed out to those who attended. ...
Dick Simpson and Betty
O’Shaughnessy co-wrote an Aug. 11 op-
ed in the Chicago Sun-Times headlined,
“Don’t let digital campaign tools under-
mine democracy.” ... Allium Press’ new
title is Death at the Paris Exposition by
Frances McNamara (Sept. 1). ... Lori
Andrews wrote an Aug. 3 Chicago
Tribune essay headlined “Use a health or
medical app? Your data is rarely private.”
... Jonathan Eig was scheduled to speak
Aug. 20 at the Herbert Hoover
Presidential Library and Museum in West
Branch, Iowa. ... Scott Turow will head-
line the 38th annual St. Louis Jewish
Book Festival, which runs Nov. 6-20. ...
Don Rose wrote an Aug. 4 op-ed for the
Chicago Sun-Times headlined, “How the
Chicago Freedom Movement marches
began.”

Follow Biblio File on Twitter
@BiblioFile_SMA.

Biblio File
Continued from Page 3
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‘ABSOLUTE JOY’

Inside Dumont: A Novel in Stories
(Questover Press, Sept. 1, 2016) is
Michael Craft’s latest of 14 books.

While dressing for dinner on New
Year’s Eve, the last thing Marson Miles
expects is to fall in love that night – with
his wife’s nephew. But when Brody
Norris arrives from California to join his
uncle’s architectural firm, Marson finds
his life turned upside down. And the
quirky little town of Dumont, Wisconsin,
will never be quite
the same.

The collection of
linked short stories is
a reflective explo-
ration of Marson’s
later-life journey, set
against a loving por-
trait of the place he
and Brody will call
home.

Craft writes to say,
“Working on this one was an absolute
joy, as it allowed me to move from narra-
tor to narrator, from third person to first,
from past tense to present, all while
maintaining the link, which is the charac-
ter Marson Miles. In some stories he is
front and center; in others, just passing
through. The collection was not planned,
but grew organically as one story sug-
gested another. This is my first book writ-
ten without an outline.”

Kirkus Reviews praised Inside Dumont
as “a delightful novel … rollicking and
engaging … with a successful balance of
intrigue, humor, and poignancy.”

Michael Craft

TWO NEW BOOKS

Ruth Spiro has two new books coming
out this fall: Baby Loves Quarks!
(Charlesbridge, Oct. 4) and Baby Loves
Aerospace Engineering! (Charlesbridge,
Oct. 4).

“As author of the Baby Loves Science
series of board books, my goal has been
to learn as much as I
can about science,
and also about how
parents and care-
givers can turn every-
day experiences into
fun learning opportu-
nities for their little
ones,” Spiro says. “I
recently attended the
Early Childhood
STEM Conference in Pasadena, organ-
ized by The Children’s Center at CalTech.
I was fascinated to learn that innovative
early childhood educators are providing
babies and toddlers with opportunities for
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
& Math) exploration through simple
activities such as stacking blocks and
rolling balls.

“In fact, science is everywhere – watch-
ing a bird fly, floating boats in the bath-
tub – even in dropping crackers from a
high chair, baby is experimenting with

Ruth Spiro
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gravity and physics. Simply by spending
time together observing and talking about
the science in everyday moments, I hope
these books will help parents and care-
givers introduce these topics in a fun,
playful way.”

“In 1965, the Orpheum Theater, here in
Springfield, Illinois, was torn down to
build the first drive-up bank.

“So on North 5th Street, the void was
filled with a slum area. At one time in
Springfield, there were four gay bars in a
one block area. 

“These stories are creative nonfiction. I
tried to write a gay mythology rather than
a history. I am happy with the strides
made today by the gay community these
days. But in a way, I feel that we aren’t as
close as we were because we don’t need
to be. In the time of the book (1965-
1976), gays stuck together; they helped
each other. Many of them had been cut
off from their families. They found a new
family of choice. As a baby boomer, I
also love the stories because they’re
about when we were young.”

CONNECTED STORIES

Martha Miller’s ebook edition of Tales
from the Levee (Bold Strokes Books,
August) is a look at Midwestern gay life
in the 1960s and ’70s.

Miller writes to say, “Tales from the
Levee was first pub-
lished in trade paper-
back by Southern
Tier Editions of
Herrington Press in
2005. It contains sev-
eral stories connected
in time and place. It
came out to good
reviews. The local
Illinois Times called

it ‘Sherwood Anderson-like.’
“I collected these stories through inter-

views with bar owners, massage parlor
workers, and drag queens. A short time
after the paperback Levee was published,
the Hayworth Press was sold to another
publisher, and my book went out of print.
These days, I see it being sold used for a
lot more than the original purchase price.
I now publish with Bold Strokes Books,
who agreed to bring out an ebook of
Tales from the Levee. Now people who
want to read the stories can for $6.99.

Martha Miller

‘TOPICAL AND TIMELESS’

The Chicago Tribune said Jack Fuller’s
new novel, One from Without (Unbridled
Books, June 14, 2016), published shortly
before his death, is “simultaneously topi-
cal and timeless ... about corporate execu-
tives under severe stress. ... Chicago read-
ers will enjoy Fuller's regular infusions of
local color, replete with references to
Windy City landmarks from the
Marquette Building to the Berghoff to the
Union League Club.”

The novel tells of a credit-reporting
company CEO who dreams of knowing
so much it will be able to predict what
people will do. The chief financial officer
is trying to hide a CIA past. 

When a hacker breaks into the compa-
ny’s consumer database, senior execu-

tives struggle to respond.
Scott Turow wrote, “I love One From

Without. To me, it’s Jack’s best book
since Convergence.” 

“FEVER DREAM OF A FANTASY”

Barbara Barnett’s new book, The
Apothecary's Curse (Pyr, Oct. 11, 2016),
set in Victorian London, tells the stories
of physician Simon Bell and apothecary
Gaelan Erceldoune. Simon gives his wife
an elixir created by Gaelan from an
ancient manuscript. Meant to cure her
cancer, it kills her. Suicidal, Simon swal-
lows the remainder – only to find he can-
not die. Five years later, Simon learns
Gaelan also is immortal. The only hope of
reversing their condi-
tion rests with Gaelan's
missing manuscript. 

Jay Bonansinga,
who was emcee at the
2012 Society of
Midland Authors book
awards banquet,
describes The
Apothecary’s Curse as:
“Anne Rice meets
Michael Crichton in
this fever dream of a fantasy.”

Barnett writes, “I have always been
drawn to exploring the nexus between
magic and science, often contemplating
the thought that what is perceived as
magic is simply science we do not yet
understand. I’ve also thought a lot about
the eternal tension between knowledge
and the wisdom to use it. So I created
Gaelan Erceldoune, an apothecary living

Barbara
Barnett
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TERROR IN THE SKIES

In Claude Walker’s Drone Dogs
(iUniverse, Nov. 11, 2015), Chicago's
skies are clogged with drones that deliver
tacos, tasers – and terror, from the Super
Cyclops facial-recognition drone, incen-
diary Vulcan Twister and tiny Mosquito,
which can inoculate, inject or irk. 

Due to the popular Drone-O-LimpX
reality show, everyone's droning: TV
crews, oppo researchers, drone-peepers,
gang-bangers, dronie-snapping tweens.
But when a drone graphically kills a
beloved giraffe, the public turns against
the unrestricted industry. Big Drone bat-
tles SAFE (“Skies Are For Everyone”),
which would ban armed drones and
impose drone taxes. Epic rumbles rage.

Alex Shakar’s latest novel,
Luminarium (Soho Press, 2011), won the

2011 Los Angeles
Times Book Prize in
Fiction. It was also
named an Editor’s
Choice by The New
York Times, a Notable
Book by The
Washington Post, and
a “best book of the
year” by Publishers
Weekly, Booklist, The
Austin Chronicle, and

The Kansas City Star. 
His first novel, The Savage Girl

(Harper, 2001), was named a New York
Times Notable Book and has been widely
translated. His story collection, City In
Love (Fiction Collective 2, 1996), won
the FC2 National Fiction Competition. 

A native of Brooklyn, New York, he
now lives in Chicago, and is an associate
professor of creative writing/English
teaching fiction at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

He was nominated by Robert Loerzel.

Lisa Stein Haven, an
associate professor of
English at Ohio
University-Zanesville,
is the author of
Charlie Chaplin’s
Little Tramp in
America, 1947-77
(Palgrave Macmillan,
2016) and Syd
Chaplin: A Biography

(McFarland & Co., 2010). 
She also wrote the introduction, exten-

sive notes, and appendices for a new edi-
tion of A Comedian Sees the World
(University of Missouri Press, 2014),
Charlie Chaplin's early 1930s travel mem-
oir by the same name. 

The book has been translated into five
languages, and in fall 2007, the Italian
version (Le Mani, 2006) was featured at
the Artelibro: Festival del Libro d' Arte in
Bologna.

She was nominated by Arnie
Bernstein.

Iris Waichler is author of Patient
Power: How to Have a Say During Your

Hospital Stay (Better
Way, 1986 and Riding
the Infertility Roller
Coaster (Wyatt
McKenzie Publishing,
2006).

Her latest book,
Role Reversal, Taking
Care of Yourself and
Your Aging Parents
came out on Aug. 16

(She Writes Press).
She has won the NAPPA Best Book of

the Year Mom's Choice Award and was a
finalist for the Best Book of the Year
award from Forward Magazine

Waichler, a licensed clinical social
worker and patient advocate for over 40
years, also is a freelance writer on health-
care related topics for many organizations
and publications and is a regular con-
tributing writer for path2parenthood.org
and intentionalcaregiver.com.   

She was nominated by Chris Lynch.

Iris Waichler

Dues cover mailings and other organi-
zational expenses, but the Society always
needs additional money for programs
such as the awards at the annual May
book awards banquet. Thanks to recent
contributors: Carol Ascher, Richard
Babcock, Stan “Tex” Banash, Ann
Bausum, Merv Block, Liane Clorfene
Casten, Michael Craft, Robert J. R.
Follett, Marianne Forrest, Bruce Gans,
Dan Gerber, Frank Gonzalez-Crussi,

Beverly Friend, Eldon Ham, Robert
Hellenga, D. Leigh Henson, Susan
Croce Kelly, Carla Knorowski, Robert
Marovich, Charles J. Masters, Marietta
Marcin, Katherine McCaughan,
Cornelia Mutel, Peter Nolan, Michael
Norman, Beverly Offen, Diane Piron-
Gelman, Michael Raleigh, Carolyn
Splear Pratt, Cynthia Rademacher,
James Reiss, Sharon Solwitz, Kim
Scipes, Dick Simpson and Robin
Strachan.

SMA Support

New Members

Alex Shakar

Lisa Stein
Haven

in the squalor of early Victorian London.
Gaelan is a man of science who is also
the victim of science (and his own
foibles), who’d used, not wisely in a sin-
gle lapse of judgment, the knowledge
contained in an ancient book – a magnifi-
cent, illuminated manuscript that origi-
nates with the Celtic goddess of healing.
Rendered immortal, Gaelan is pursued by
the consequences of this single decision
into present-day Chicago, when his secret
is accidentally discovered by an un-
scrupulous genetic engineering company.

“What I especially like about The
Apothecary’s Curse is its blending of
myth, magic, history and modern medi-
cine into (what I hope is) a genre-bend-
ing, textured and suspenseful tale of love,
loss, and unintended consequences.” 
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This is Part 12 of the history of the
Society. 

Ten years after the Society of
Midland Authors had begun, some
members questioned whether it

should continue to exist. On November
27, 1925, the group's leaders – President
Edwin Balmer, Secretary Eleanor Ellis
Perkins and Treasurer Payson S. Wild –
sent a letter to the members, asking: "Do
you think the Society ought to be contin-
ued, and if you do, what is its function?" 

They listed several reasons to disband,
including: “Everybody is too busy, and
the world is over-
organized anyway.”
But they also noted
that some SMA mem-
bers “tell of their long
affection for the
Society, of many mem-
orable gatherings of
the Society, and of
many fine friendships
that have been formed there.”

Letters poured in from Society mem-
bers, nearly all of them urging the SMA
to continue.

“NEVER give up the ship,” Caroline
Alden Huling wrote.

Karleton Hackett
wrote: “There are
many of us who can-
not attend the meet-
ings – say once in a
great while, yet it's a
distinct spiritual

comfort to know that
the Society exists and

that the meetings are
being held.” 

One reason the lead-
ers suggested for dis-

banding was: “Organization appeals more
to women than to men, and the member-
ship is becoming disproportionately femi-
nine.”  And it was true that the SMA had
many women in its ranks. George Steele
Seymour replied: “It is quite true that
organizations appeal more strongly to
women than to men. Organizations are for
those who want them; they are quite use-
less to those who do not want them. If
this means a greater proportion of women

members than men, then let it be so. What
of it?”

The leaders also noted: “Writers are
solitary people, and forcing organization

on them interferes with
their work; as a result
the membership will
consist only of would-
be authors, after the
first rosy flush of the
compliment of being
asked to join has worn
off.” 

Walter Walden
objected to the idea of drawing a sharp
line between fledgling and established
authors. “The struggling writer who
deserves to succeed will readily sense the
point of view of his more successful
brother, and will not embarrass him with
appeals for help,” he wrote. “And the suc-
cessful writer cannot become much of a
misanthrope and continue long to deceive
his readers with false exhibitions of
humaneness.” 

Authors at all levels of success would
benefit from mingling at SMA meetings,

Walden suggested.
“Authors have the least need on earth to

be jealous of one another for nobody gets
in anybody's way with pens,” Margaret
Hill McCormick wrote. “It may be dif-
ferent with brushes, and voices, and fin-
gers on keys or strings.”

Alice Gerstenberg listed several rea-
sons why she believed the Society should
continue, including: “That no one should
worry if it limps at times. That there is a
certain charm in being casual. That in
Chicago some day there will be a such a
Society even if we disband.”

The Society lived on. There appears to
be only one letter in the archives
supporting the disbanding of the SMA: "It
is my firm belief, based upon painful
experience, that the best policy for the
Society of Midland Authors would be to
commit voluntary Euthanasia at the earli-
est possible date," wrote James Taft
Hatfield, a professor of German at
Northwestern University in Evanston,
Illinois. "It was founded by amateurs and
brought forth in dilettantism. Many pro-
fessional authors would have nothing to
do with it, and questionable authors flock
to it as doves to their windows." In spite
of Hatfield's comments, he apparently
remained committed to the Society in the
years that followed. After he died on
October 5, 1945, the Society's newsletter
observed: "Devoted to the Midland
Authors from its beginnings, Professor
Hatfield seldom was absent from a meet-
ing. … we shall miss his wit and sagaci-
ty."

Authors have the
least need on earth to
be jealous of one
another for nobody
gets in anybody's way
with pens,
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91 yrs. ago, SMA debated closing up shop
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The Auditorium
in Chicago, seen
in 1946, was the
site in 1915 of
the first Society
of Midland
Authors meet-
ing.



James Alan McPherson, a member of
the Society of Midland Authors for many
years and the author of the Pulitzer Prize-
winning story collection Elbow Room
(1977), died July 27 in Iowa City at age
72 from complications of pneumonia.

The New York Times said Mr.
McPherson had "fine control of
language and story," ''depth in
his characters" and "humane val-
ues." He was the first African-
American to win a fiction
Pulitzer Prize.   

Mr. McPherson was a long-
time faculty member at the
University of Iowa's  Iowa
Writers' Workshop, where he
was a professor emeritus of fic-
tion. He was named a
MacArthur fellow in 1981.

SMA member Amy Hassinger wrote
on her blog, The Literary Life (www.amy-
hassinger.com/the-literary-life), “Jim, as
we called him in class, was a teacher of
mine. I studied with him at the Iowa

Writers’ Workshop when I was there
between 1999-2001. ...  Jim was too
kind a person to tear a story apart.
Instead, he would obliquely refer us to a
writer that came before us or a text from
classical literature that he thought might
help inform our stories, enrich them,
make them more relevant and true. This
was his way of folding our work into the

literary tradition we were striv-
ing to enter, helping us to
become more aware of our liter-
ary predecessors, so that we
might stand on their shoulders,
as the expression goes, and reach
even higher. 

“He was generous, too – he
invited us to his house once for
dinner to try his delicious
Baltimore crabcakes. And he had
an infectious laugh – kind of a

closed-mouth, twinkle-eyed, shoulder-
shaking chuckle.”

Mr. McPherson’s other books were the
story collection Hue and Cry (Little
Brown, 1969), Crabcakes: A Memoir
(Simon & Schuster, 1998) and the essay

collection A Region Not Home:
Reflections on Exile (Simon & Schuster,
2000). 

He also co-edited Railroad: Trains and
Train People in American Cities (1996);
Confronting Racial Difference (1990) and
Fathering Daughters: Reflections by Men
(1998).

Mr. McPherson was a native of
Savannah, Georgia, and a graduate of
Harvard Law School. 
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This was his way of
folding our work into the
literary tradition we were
striving to enter, helping us
to become more aware of
our literary predecessors,
so that we might stand on
their shoulders, as the
expression goes, and reach
even higher. 
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