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Algren’s ‘lost’ literature 
is quite a find, author saysThe Society of Midland Authors has

openings for board members and officers
for the coming fiscal year starting July 1.
If you are interested, please contact one

of the existing officers
or board members. ...
The Decades TV net-
work has interviewed
James L. Merriner
for a look back at
Operation Greylord,
the federal sting that
convicted crooked
Cook County judges in
the 1980s. Merriner
says, “The scope of

Greylord was shocking, but the essential
allegation, that judges here were fixing
cases, went back to the 1920s.” The show
will air on the CBS digital 2.2 channel on
April 15. ... Carol Fisher Saller was one
of the judges for the National Grammar
Day Haiku Contest. The winner, by Arika
Okrent:

Verb would like to meet
An agreeable subject
To give complements

Also, the second edition of Carol’s book
The Subversive Copy Editor is out. And
on April 30, Carol will appear at the
Chicago Humanities Festival to “debate”
Jennifer Schuessler of the New York Times
on Chicago vs. NYT
style. ... The March
10 Chicago Tribune
profiled Gunter
Nitsch, “a living tes-
tament to the strength
of the human spirit,
and proof that, for
many former refug-
ees, life gets better.”
... Mary Morris says the cover of the
paperback edition of The Jazz Palace, out
March 8, “has a new, energetic look.” ...
Robert Harder emails to say, “My new
book, The Three Musketeers of the Army
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Does The Man with the
Golden Arm have some
long-lost relatives?   

Author Dick Bales thinks so. He
believes many works by Nelson
Algren are lying undiscovered in
back issues of long-forgotten publi-
cations.

Algren wrote articles, essays,
short stories and poems for a vari-
ety of magazines that long ago
stopped publishing, Bales said at
the Society of Midland Authors
monthly program on March 8 at
the Cliff Dwellers Club in
Chicago.

Algren republished many of his
magazine writings in Notes from a Sea
Diary: Hemingway All the Way, The Last
Carousel and Who Lost an American? But
other pieces never have been republished.

“Beyond his five novels, there is a vast
anthology of what I call lost literature that
in many cases is as as good as – and in
many cases even better – than his more
famous writings,” Bales said during an
evening devoted to Algren’s work. 

Scheduling a program devoted to
Algren followed an SMA tradition, for-
mer SMA President Robert Loerzel said
in his introductory remarks. According to
Loerzel, Algren was a member of the
Society and spoke at some of its events,
including on Feb. 15, 1947, on the occa-
sion of a new book he had written.

Perhaps the most interesting Algren
appearance was in January 1954 when he

participated in a debate on the topic:
“Should authors write about dubious char-
acters?”

Algren and author/journalist Herman
Kogan, father of SMA member Rick
Kogan, were on the side that argued yes,
Loerzel said.

Some of those dubious characters
Algren wrote about, though, now may be
forgotten, Bales said.

“In a book published a couple of years
ago called Entrapment and Other
Writings, Dan Simon and Brooke
Horvath, two Algren scholars, said this:
Some of Algren’s finest stories and essays
were published once in either obscure or
major magazines that weren’t collected in
book form and so were lost,” said Bales,
who is working on a book about Algren’s
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Dick Bales talks about Nelson Algren March 8 at a
Society of Midland Authors program at the Cliff
Dwellers Club in Chicago. 
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Air Forces, has interested Smithsonian's
Air & Space Magazine enough to gener-
ate a personal interview with them, which
is to be published in the June/July issue.”
... Richard Lindberg was a guest panelist
at a symposium hosted by the Illinois
Academy of Criminology at Cuneo Hall
on the Loyola campus March 2. Professor
John Hagedorn of the University of Illinois
and Dr. Robert Lombardo of Loyola Uni-
versity were his co-presenters, discussing
“Researching Chicago Gangs.” Hagedorn
is a gang specialist and author of The
Insane Chicago Way. Lombardo recently
wrote Organized Crime in Chicago. Rich
writes to say, “We had a large turnout and
a lively debate about the past, present and
future street gangs, the failures of reform,
and the political and policing dimension
to this 150-year-old urban problem.” ...
Chris Abani delivered a speech titled
“My Face and Ours: Views of Today’s
America” Feb. 24 at Amherst College. ...
Tablet magazine published Arnie
Bernstein’s essay, “Fritz Kuhn’s
Celebrity Apprentice: Donald Trump is
not Hitler. He’s the leader of the German-
American Bund.” ... On Feb. 23, Ray
Boomhower led a book discussion of The
Soldier’s Friend: A Life of Ernie Pyle at
the Rockville (Ind.) Public Library. Ray
also recently reported he was doing
research “at the USMC Archives for my
book on WWII correspondent Robert
Sherrod.” ... Linda Nemec Foster has
new poems published or forthcoming in
The Apalachee Review, Duende, Inch
Magazine and The MacGuffin. In the past
year, she received publishing contracts
for a chapbook (Cervena Barva Press)
and a full-length poetry collection
(Wayne State University Press). Her new
poetry manuscript, Pictures of the
Floating World, was recently a finalist in
two national book competitions. She's
also continuing her collaborations with
other writers, musicians and visual artists.
The most recent project involves an artist
from South Africa who produced an art
book, Eliminating the Horizon. Inspired
by Linda's poem of the same name
(which was published in her book Talking
Diamonds, New Issues Press), the project
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lost literature.
Part of the reason Algren wrote

for magazines was that he always
needed money.

“Because he was an incessant
gambler he was perpetually
broke,” Bales said. “He could
write for magazines, they paid
immediately, and he could recy-
cle the magazine articles into his
books.”

Some of his articles appeared
in well-known periodicals, such
as the The Nation and the
Saturday Evening Post. Others
appeared in the flood of so-called
“men’s magazines” that cropped
up in the 1950s with titles such
as Nugget, Rogue, The Dude and
Swank, Bales said

“Historians are convinced that
there are still articles out there
that we have yet to find, and I
am convinced that this is true,”
Bales said. “There are hundreds
of these magazines with all these
dubious, dubious titles.”

One trove turned up in California’s
Napa Valley that had been collected in the
1950s “or maybe a little bit later” by a
man who liked to go to the corner store
and buy men’s magazines.

“His wife didn’t like him keeping them
out where people could see
them so he built a room in his
house where he stored all these
magazines,” Bales said. “We are
talking 1,000 magazines. ...
[But] they get older, he gets
dementia, she gets dementia,
the house is sold. It’s a hidden
room. No one knows it’s there.”

Later, though, an “earthquake
shakes the house open. The hid-
den room is exposed with all these mint
condition 1950s men’s magazines.”

A dealer bought all the magazines and
put them on the Internet.

“I actually found three Nelson Algren
men’s magazines which heretofore had
been unknown,” Bales said. 

To give an idea of what has been miss-
ing, Bales read from an Algren article,
“At the Race Track,” from the August
1961 copy of Rogue magazine:

“And a low small wind passed over the

infield and stayed on after the infield bet-
tors had gone, moving like a rag-picking
wind in the litter of empty box lunches,
among the lily cups and drumsticks that
had once been good wishes.”

The three major repositories of Algren’s
work are at Ohio State University, which

has the bulk of it, the Chicago
Public Library and Indiana
University, Bales said. 

But when he saw a reference
to a 1950 article by Algren in
Negro Digest, he learned none
of those institutions had a copy.

“I searched for months. I
finally found a copy,” he said.

Also missing from the official
repositories was an Algren

poem that appeared in an obscure literary
magazine published by a Michigan col-
lege. While visiting for a seminar, Algren
had handed over the poem and said,
“Here, publish this,” Bales said.

“No institution has this magazine that
contains this poem,” he said.

All this material is the subject of a book
Bales is writing that he hopes to complete
by the end of the year.

“I hope you can tell this is a labor of
love,” he said.

 Algren Continued from Page 1

The August, 1961, cover of Rogue featured “At
the Race Track with Nelson Algren.”

Nelson Algren
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is being considered for exhibits in South
Africa and the United States. ... The
March 6 online DNAinfo quoted
Timothy Gilfoyle. ... Kathleen Rooney
is co-editor of René Magritte: Selected
Writings, due out in June from Alma
Books (in the United Kingdom) and in
August from
University of
Minnesota Press.
... Josh Karp’s
2006 book, A
Futile and
Stupid Gesture:
How Doug
Kenney and
National
Lampoon
Changed
Comedy Forever,
is being adapted for a Netflix movie. ...
The “lost journalism” of Ring Lardner is
the topic of a book due out in fall by Ron
Rapoport (University of Nebraska Press).
... Geoffrey Baer quoted Greg Borzo
about the Chicago L Feb. 24 on WTTW-
TV’s “Chicago Tonight.” ... Bonnie Jo
Campbell’s Mothers, Tell Your
Daughters was included on NPR’s Book
Concierge’s Guide to 2015’s Great Reads
and was a Booklist Editor’s Choice. Also,
the Library of Congress invited Bonnie to
speak March 25 at Flannery O’Connor’s
birthday celebration. ... Sara Paretsky,
Robert Goldsborough and Michael
Raleigh will discuss “The Evolution of
the Private Eye in Mystery Fiction” from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. April 20, at Columbia
College Chicago Ferguson Theater, 600
S. Michigan Ave., Chicago. Emily
Victorson will moderate. Michael  also
will be on a panel for the Evanston Lit-
erary Festival on May 5, discussing great
Chicago books. ... Dave Hoekstra talked
March 20 on WGN-Radio with Easter
Island expert and archaeologist Dr. Jo
Anne Van Tilburg about the Easter Island
Statue Project.”It was a great segment,”
Dave writes to say. “I actually beat best-
selling author and songwriter Jimmy
Buffet to Easter Island.” ... Steven Conn
wrote an essay headlined “Trumpismo!
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James Reiss, whose sixth book of poet-
ry, ironically, is titled The Novel, will
present the April 12 SMA program.

Spuyten Duyvil will publish his debut
novel, When Yellow Leaves, this year and
his second novel, Facade for a Penny
Arcade in 2017. 

Literary License: After six poetry
books, you’ve written a novel and another
is coming next year. Why the change?

James Reiss: As a fifth grader in Hills-
dale, N.J., I began to write fiction. Some-
time not too long ago after I survived a life-
threatening illness, I was so grateful to be
alive that I began writing a novel lickety-
split. The first novel led to a second – and
a third, all in the space of a year. I also
turned out a manuscript of short stories as
well as a new poetry manuscript. I had a
torrid late-in-life love affair I in no way
planned. The words poured out in a torrent
of I don’t know what. 

LL: Former
California Poet
Laureate Carol Muske-
Dukes said you have
“always been a com-
mitted story-teller.” Do
you agree?

James Reiss: Who
can disagree with the
superb writer Carol Muske-Dukes? (Aside
from being a crack literary critic, she’s an
accomplished poet and novelist.) In 2016
many poets in my generation aren’t fond of
telling stories. As a tyke, I got hooked on
Homer, Dante, Spenser, Milton, and Keats –
all of them devoted to narration. One of my
earliest poems that really made sense to me
started, “When my father died my mother
told me / ‘Your father’s gone to the Em-
pire State Building’” – a tall tale that, for
me, revealed the hardcore emotional truth.

LL: Of your poems, which is your
favorite?

James Reiss: By now I’ve written hun-
dreds – even thousands – of poems. It’s as
hard to choose my favorite as it is for me
to favor my children and grandchildren.
But if pressed I guess I’d have to say that,
right now, I’m craziest about two poems,
one of them called “Brothers,” about my
deceased big bro Bob. It was so close to
the heart that I initially rejected it like a
disabled newborn. I’ve come to see it as a
neglected child, almost an orphan, who

went on to become President of the
United States! The co-winner of my faves,
“My Daughters in New York,” is also
emotionally up-front. It speaks with pas-
sion and intensity, like the voice of a town
crier with a personal love song. 

LL: As a founding editor of Miami
University Press in Ohio and a professor
emeritus, how would you assess the state
of Midwest poetry compared with when

you started writing?
James Reiss: When I

published my first
poem in The New York
Times (Jan. 21, 1962),
some of the coolest
new poets, Robert Bly
and William Stafford,
inaugurated a Midwest
renaissance that

deployed poems’ titles
like James Wright’s “Lying in a
Hammock on William Duffy’s Farm in
Pine Island, Minnesota.” Many of these
poems extolled the pastoral simplicity of
snowy fields and trees with unbreakable
branches. These days, with notable excep-
tions, Midwest poetry has fallen asleep in
a hammock of flyover blandness. Some
recent chic poems seem to be written by
handheld devices in bicoastal enclaves.

LL: Do you have another book planned
after Façade for a Penny Arcade?

James Reiss: Like our ever-ready Coast
Guard, I am semper paratus in the Writing
Department. Currently, I’m sitting on two
poetry manuscripts (whose titles are top
secret), along with another manuscript of
visual poems (whose title is Blind Pig)! I
mentioned a collection of short fiction
(titled 14,000 Diamond Necklaces)!
There’s yet another novel manuscript I
tweak between trips to Mundelein and
Mariano’s. For anyone interested in my
Journal of a Poet in Medias Res, I have
1,853 single-spaced pages of drek.

Literary
Landscape
James
Reiss

April 12, 2016, program
Cliff Dwellers
200 S. Michigan Ave., 22nd floor
6 p.m. - Social Hour
7 p.m. - Program
Free - donations accepted

‘Words poured out in a torrent’
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and American Fascism” March 19 on Huff-
post Politics. ... Stuart Dybek appeared
in Dominican University’s third annual
Caesar and Patricia Tabet Poetry Reading
March 17. “It was a great pleasure as the
event was beautifully organized,” Stuart
writes. ... Libby Fischer Hellmann’s The
Incidental Spy is a 2015 INDIEFAB book
of the year finalist. ... Rick Kogan wrote
about Susan Croce Kelly’s Route 66: The
Highway and Its People in the March 25
Chicago Tribune. ... The March 21 New
York Times quoted Jonathan Eig. ...
Writing in the Hyperallergic Newsletter
on Feb. 28, Barry Schwabsky said that in
reading Jaimy Gordon’s Lord of Misrule,
“I don’t remember being so amazed, sen-
tence after sentence, by a piece of
American novelistic prose since, maybe,
[James Salter’s 1967 novel] A Sport and
a Pastime.” ... Carla Knorowski was
quoted March 29 on KWQC about an
upcoming exhibit at the Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library and Museum. ...
Timuel Black gave a lecture at Feb. 25-
27 Black History Month conference at
Roosevelt University in Chicago. ... Lori
Andrews contributed to a research letter
published in the March issue of the
Journal of the American Medical
Association titled “Privacy Policies of
Android Diabetes Apps and Sharing of
Health Information.” Lori tells Biblio File
readers: “Our study showed that 80 per-
cent of mobile medical apps send your
private health information to marketing
companies who then can sell it to life
insurers, etc.” Reports about Lori’s article
appeared in papers around the world from
The Times of London to El Pais, as well
as by Fox, CBS, Bloomberg, ABC,
Reuters, the Boston Globe and the
Economist. ... Allium Press’ newest title
is The Reason for Time by Mary Burns
(April 15). ... The Feb. 15 Chicago
Tribune mentioned The Price of Freedom
by the late Dennis Brindell Fradin and
Judith Bloom Fradin. ... Jim Schwab
was scheduled to speak March 18 on
“Green Healthy, the Future of American
Cities” in Racine, Wis. He also spoke
March 10 in Tinley Park, Ill. ... WGN-
Radio on March 6 quoted Paul Green on
his memories of Nancy Reagan. 
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RESPONSES TO WOLFE
Magic Again: Selected Poems on

Thomas Wolfe, co-edited by David
Radavich and David Strange, brings
together a wide variety of lyric responses
to acclaimed American writer, Thomas

AN EVIL PAST
The laugh track? Former SMA

President Richard Frisbie reports other
passengers on a commuter train kept
looking at him recently as he chuckled
over passages from the book he was read-
ing.  

The book was Stella Pevsner’s latest,
Why the Ghost Cat Wore Rubies (Amazon
Digital Services, Feb. 15, 2016).

The book is set at The Cat Chateau,
where Merissa is staying with her mother,
an actress performing at the Cat Chateau
theatre. The chateau is becoming a place
whose evil past creeps into Merissa's
mind and seems bent on claiming her. 

Most threatening of all is the ghost cat,
which stole the ruby necklace with deadly
purpose in mind.

Pevsner tells Literary License, 
“As it often happens to me, I thought of
the title first: Why The Ghost Cat Wore
Rubies. Well, hell, how should I know?

“But it came to me; the plot slowly sur-
faced. But, whoa. What was happening
here? Overnight the typeface was changing.
The points shifted from 10 to 18. Chap-
ters played hide and seek. A virus took
over. This book did not want to be written!

“Being of a stubborn nature, I refused
to hoist the white flag (while making use
of my hoards of four-letter words) until
finally the story gave up the spirit, so to
speak and went to Kindle.

“No repercussions so far. Even with the
glitches, it was a fun book to write, with
its realistic/supernatural story line; cats
free to hotel guests and haunted happen-
ings at the summer theatre.

“The climax surprised even me.” Turn to Page 5

THIRTEENTH BOOK
George Castle's 13th book, Baseball's

Game Changers: Icons, Record Breakers,
Scandals, Sensational Series, and More
(Feb. 18, 2016), is his fourth with Lyons
Press. In the book, Castle ranks the 50
people, events and innovations that most
significantly changed baseball. 

Castle writes to say, “My ranking isn't
like the Ten
Commandments. It is
meant to provoke
arguments and
debates. Everyone
else will have their
own rankings. 

“Among the
Chicago-centric per-
sonalities and events
who made the Top 50
are the 1919 Black Sox, Minnie Minoso,
the father-son duo of William Veeck, Sr.
and Bill Veeck and Michael Jordan. How
did Jordan make the cut in a baseball
book, playing just one season in the
minors and hitting .202? Jordan was a
pied piper for minority kids, luring them
to basketball and cutting the domestic tal-
ent pool for baseball. The decline of
African Americans in the major leagues
coincides with Jordan's prime.”  

Castle's next new book, on the Jackie
Robinson West Little League team and its
neighborhood back story, will be pub-
lished this month by Lyons Press.  

George Castle
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Wolfe (1900-38), author of Look
Homeward, Angel and a number of other
novels and plays.  

Radavich writes to say, “The title refers

Continued from Page 4

to a passage in Wolfe’s posthumously
published novel, You Can’t Go Home
Again, in which the narrator travels to
Germany hoping to find ‘the old magic
again.’ 

“The poems in this volume were writ-
ten from 1935 to 2015 and exhibit a
broad range of styles and themes, from
one limerick and several humorous pieces
to longer, ruminative evocations of time
and place. One poem by award-winning
Chilean poet Miguel Arteche is written in
Spanish, while contemporary poet
Tokashi Kadaira has contributed 15 haiku
in English and Japanese. 

“Many of the lyrics echo Wolfe’s con-
cerns in contemporary settings, mirroring
literary styles of the period. This volume
contains something of interest for anyone
who has ever been captivated by the
sweeping vision of Thomas Wolfe.  

Magic Again is published by the Thomas
Wolfe Society, and all proceeds from sales
of the book will go to sustain this non-
profit organization. Copies are available
for $15 plus $3.50 shipping and handling
from the Thomas Wolfe Society, P.O. Box
1146, Bloomington, IN 47402-1146.

SECOND MEMOIR
Jim McGarrah’s second memoir is

Off Track: or How I Dropped Out of
College and Came to be a Horse Trainer

“SHOWS SKILL”
Publishers Weekly said Joseph G.

Peterson’s new collection of stories, The
Twilight of the Idiots (Chicago Center for
Literature and Photography, April, 2015),
“shows skill at revealing his characters’
states of mind.” 

The book is set mostly in Chicago and
is by turns gruesome, violent, comic,
lurid and perverse.     The doomed char-
acters fail idiotically one way or another.

in the 1970s While All My Friends Were
Still Doing Drugs ( Blue Heron Book
Works  Sept. 5, 2015).

The book recounts McGarrah’s experi-
ence of returning from Vietnam, butting
heads with his father and falling into a
career of horse training.

His first memoir, of the Vietnam War,
was titled A Temporary Sort of Peace.

NEW ESSAYS
Eye Shadow (Rocket Science Press,

Nov. 18, 2015) is Emilio DeGrazia’s
new book of essays. It is a compilation of
more than 50 essays he wrote during the
past decade, many of them originally
published for the Twin Cities Daily
Planet. It was nominated for the 2016
Minnesota Book Awards.

DeGrazia writes to say, “As the author
of both fiction and poetry I’ve resisted
the urge to ‘come right out with it.’ The
demands of craft and form those genres
require seemed important to obey, even
when I left the page wondering if I had
hidden my meanings too deeply in my
art. When I began writing essays, I
resolved to speak my mind.

“Though I still write fiction and poetry,
I have spoken my mind in essay form
now for more than 10 years. I have come
out, as it were, to say what I really think,
trusting that plain and simple terms will
read my mind. 

“What I’ve discovered is that art and
form are also vital to the essay, that mind
works more like a well-made fiction or
poem than like a freshman theme. I have
a troubled mind full of books, news,
wars, children, sports, nonsense, lusts and
buzzings that require me to make sense of
them. Words keep getting in the way and
demanding that I identify and sort them out.

“Most troubling in these troubled times
is my urge to tell others what to believe. I
try, sometimes unsuccessfully, to fight
that urge off. A polemic bullies. An essay
attempts to seduce. As I wrote the essays
in Eye Shadow I had other concerns. Why
do I presume to take up a reader’s time,
and will anything I say resonate with
readers 20 years from now? I want my
work to extend that courtesy to them.”

Print copies are available online at
www.emiliodegrazia.com and 
www.shipwrecktbooks.com.
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This year’s Printers Row Lit Fest
will be on June 11 and 12. The
Society of Midland Authors has

tent spaces available for members. 
To sign up for a two-hour slot, contact

Robert Loerzel at loerzel@comcast.net.
The fee is $30 and the slots run from 10
a.m. to noon; noon to 2 p.m.; 2 p.m. to 4
p.m.; and 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Authors who sign up for a time slot can
sell their books during that time. Authors
are responsible for transporting their
books to and from the tent.

The SMA has been at Printers Row
since Richard Lindberg and Carol
Carlson started the tradition in 2000,
as, Lindberg said, “a means of showcas-
ing and promoting the aims of the Society
and the fine work of our author members
for a nominal fee – far less than what
individuals might otherwise pay were
they to reserve a table on their own.”

Last year, more than a dozen SMA
members sold their books at the
Lit Fest, the Midwest's largest annual
free literary event. 

A note to authors: Prepare for gusts of
wind and don’t be surprised if it rains. 

Time to sign up
for Printers RowEthan Michaeli is an award-winning

author, publisher and journalist based in
Chicago. He was a copy editor and inves-

tigative reporter at The
Defender from 1991 to
1996. He founded the
Residents’ Journal, a
national-award-win-
ning magazine written
and produced by the
tenants of Chicago’s
public housing devel-
opments, and ran an
affiliated not-for-profit

organization, We The People Media, until
2015. 

He is author of The Defender: How the
Legendary Black Newspaper Changed
America (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt,
2016).

He was nominated by Thomas Frisbie. 
Joan B. Collins, author of Honor

Above All (Allium Press, 2014), was born
in Chicago and grew up in northwest
Indiana.  She is partner in her husband's

architecture-
/engineering company.
They share a passion
for Chicago architec-
ture, and over the
years have collected
remnants from numer-
ous demolished
Chicago buildings.

Honor Above All
was named a Silver
Award Winner in the

Fiction Mystery & Suspense category of
the Ben Franklin Awards given by the
Independent Book Publishers Association
and a finalist for the Gold Award.

She was nominated by Emily Clark
Victorson. 

Joyce Zeiss is
author of the recent
young adult book Out
of the Dragon's
Mouth, (Flux, 2015).
It is based on the
experiences of a fel-
low teacher who fled
Vietnam as an adoles-
cent, crossing the

South China Sea in the hold of a fishing
boat.

A retired junior high school teacher, she
has also published articles in the Chicago
Tribune, the Evanston Review, and vari-
ous senior citizen magazines.

She was nominated by Marlene Targ
Brill. 

Detroit native Diane DeCillis’ first
book of poetry, Strings Attached (Wayne

State University Press,
2014) was named a
Michigan Notable
Book and the winner
of the 2015 Next
Generation Indie Book
Award for Poetry.

Her poetry has been
nominated for three
Pushcart prizes.

DeCillis was an art
gallery owner for 33

years before turning to poetry.
She was nominated by the SMA board.
Cathleen Maza. is author of the story

collection Stress Fractures and a young
adult fantasy adventure series known as

Sky Knights. Her
short stories have
appeared in several lit-
erary venues, includ-
ing Chicago Quarterly
Review and Crack the
Spine. She also has
two six-story collec-
tions available on
Amazon Kindle.

She was nominated
by Richard Lindberg.

Janie Baskin is the author of the young
adult novel called Paint Me a Monster
(Scarlet Voyage, January 2014). 

She is also a chil-
dren's book illustrator
and is working on a
picture book. 

She is a professional
artist and has been a
teacher for over 30
years in expressive art
classes, pre-school,
nature studies and art
enrichment.

She was nominated by the SMA board.

Cathleen Maza

Joyce Zeiss
Janie Baskin

Dianne
DeCillis

New Members

Ethan Michaeli

Joan B. Collins 2016, Society 
of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610
Editor: Thomas Frisbie
tomfrisbie@aol.com
Copy Editor: Beverly Offen
www.midlandauthors.com
Follow the Society on 
Twitter@midlandauthors
Society of Midland Authors members
can now pay their membership dues,
buy tickets to the annual dinner and
make donations on our website with
PayPal (there is a $1 fee to help cover
PayPal’s fee). To make a donation, visit
our home page at www.midlandau-
thors.com and click on the "Donate"
button in the upper right corner.

C 
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This is Part Nine of the history of the
Society. In the summer of 1917, Ring Lardner

– the renowned sports writer who'd
recently joined the SMA – made a

joking reference to the group in his
Chicago Tribune column, "In the Wake of
the News." 

Lardner told the story of a man who
was searching all over the city for some-
one, checking in all of the "exclusive
clubs" – including the Society of Midland
Authors. Lardner (1885-1933) was one of
the most famous sports journalists of the
early twentieth century,
writing for the
Tribune, Examiner and
Inter Ocean. His popu-
lar 1916 novel You
Know Me Al was writ-
ten as a series of letters
from a bush-league
baseball player to a
friend back home. The
book won praise from no less than
Virginia Woolf, who said that Lardner
"writes the best prose to come our
(Britain's) way" – although she
noted that it often seemed to be
"in a language which is not
English."

In 1918, the Society had
invited members to attend its
annual meeting on October 26
at the Congress Hotel. "More
than ever we need friendship and
the pleasures of the soul," the invi-
tation said. "C'est la guerre." But
four days before the event,
another note went out, reporting
that it had been indefinitely
postponed "owing to the influenza epi-
demic."

The flu pandemic, which killed an esti-
mated 50 million to 100 million people
worldwide, took the life of the SMA's
Kenneth Sawyer Goodman. His parents,
William and Erna Goodman, gave
$250,000 to the Art Institute of Chicago
to start a theater named after him, and the
Goodman Theatre opened its doors at
Monroe Street and Columbus Drive in
1925. The Goodman, which moved to 170
North Dearborn Street in 2000, has

become one of the country's leading the-
atrical venues.

Hobart Chatfield-Taylor's wife, Rose,
died in the flu epidemic as well.
Afterward he decided to make his home
in California, and he donated many of his
rare French and Italian books to Lake
Forest College. Two years later, in
January 1920, a fire engulfed Fairlawn,
destroying what remained of the art and
rare books inside. A new mansion was
built on the site in 1922-23.

After the war ended on November 11,
1918, Hough remarked that authors had
done their "patriotic duty" by writing

about the conflict, "and
I am very proud to
express my belief that
the Midland Authors
were second to none in
their devotion."
Whatever rancor
Hough might have felt
over the issue of sub-
versive "aliens," he

noted that the Society's authors had man-
aged to smile during their wartime events.

"I see no reason why anyone should
predict for our Society anything

but a long life, a useful one and a
merry one," Hough wrote.
"There is no profession on all
the list equal to our own in
possibilities of human useful-
ness and human contentedness.
I wish my loved associates

many, many years of happy labor
and happy reunions."

On January 25, 1919, a govern-
ment intelligence official
released a list of sixty-two
Americans who were supposedly

aiding subversion. An SMA member,
Jane Addams, was at the top of the list.
Secretary of War Newton Baker repudiat-
ed this "Who's Who," but another govern-
ment agent released a similar list later in
the year, naming Addams and SMA mem-
ber Clarence Darrow as Americans who
were sponsoring radical organizations.

In fact, Darrow had angered his pacifist
friends by publicly supporting the war,
explaining: "There can be no peace while
Prussian militarism lives, and I want to
see it destroyed." But a year after the

war's end, Darrow spoke out against the
Red Scare. "A strong element of society,
under the cry of a sort of super-patriotism,
is today doing all that can be done to
crush the liberties of the American peo-
ple," Darrow warned in a speech in
Chicago on November 9, 1919. "They
would leave it an offense to speak and to
write and to print. … they would seize
those whom they believe to be against
them, send them to jail, because they are
violating the powers that be. … Eternal
vigilance is the price of liberty!" … "No
man can speak his convictions, no man
can write them, and no man can print
them with the fear of jail in his heart! He
must speak them freely and unafraid.
Even if he speaks extravagantly and wild-
ly and foolishly, he must be left to do it
freely."

The war and its aftermath dominated
the Society's lectures. Ralph B. Dennis, a
Northwestern University oratory professor
who'd worked with the YMCA in Russia
during the revolution there, told an SMA
gathering about "the truth of conditions
under proletariat dictatorship," recalled
Edwin Balmer (1883-1959), who was the
Society's president in 1918 and 1919.
"And we all formed I believe saner esti-
mates of the elements on trial in Europe,"
Balmer added. Two Society members
who'd visited the battlefront in Europe-
Georgene Faulkner and James Taft
Hatfield – spoke about what they had
seen. Another speaker at the SMA during
the war was member Edna Ferber, who'd
tried to go to France for the American
Red Cross but was denied a passport.
Balmer praised the "all-velvet and twenty-
two-dollar-a-yard Americanism" of
Ferber's speech.

Balmer wrote that 1918-19 was the year
when the Midland Authors "were, con-
fessedly, more serious than ever before-
not because we wanted to be, but because,
as writers, we could not otherwise face
the responsibility for authorship here and
now." Balmer wrote mysteries and sci-
ence-fiction novels, including When
Worlds Collide (1933), co-authored with
Philip Wylie, which became a 1951
movie. He would later return to the SMA
presidency in 1924-25, becoming the
Grover Cleveland of SMA presidents.
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Society of Midland Authors
Annual Dinner Registration Form

The Society of Midland
Authors annual awards
banquet will be held May
10 at the Cliff Dwellers
Club, 22nd floor, 200 S.
Michigan, Chicago. 

The reception with a
cash bar will start at 6 p.m.
Dinner will begin at 7 p.m. 

Rex Huppke will be the
emcee.

Number of medallions of pork tenderloin dinners at
$75 each. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Number of vegetarian (wild mushroom ravioli) dinners
at $75 each.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Donation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Name:

Number of grilled filet of salmon dinners at $75 each. 

Please clip above form and mail to: Dinner Reservation, Society of Midland Authors, P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610
You may also download a similar form at our website, www.midlandauthors.com or pay via PayPal.

Society of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419
Chicago IL 60610
Address Service Requested


