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2013 Midland Authors awards:

‘We write about our place’

Barbara Polikoff has won the Ben

Franklin Gold Award for Teen Fiction of

the Independent Book Publishers

Association with her latest novel, Her

Mother's Secret, published by Allium

Press. The awards were announced May

29 in New York City. ... Frank Joseph

has completed To Walk Humbly, the sec-

ond novel in his “Chicago Trilogy,” and

is looking for a publisher. He also is at

work on the third book in the trilogy, To

Do Justice. ... Jan Greenberg and

Sandra Jordan, who on April 20 won the

2013 Children’s Book Guild of

Washington D.C. Nonfiction Award, have

a new book coming out in October, The

Mad Potter: George E. Ohr Eccentric

Genius (Roaring Brook Press). ... Former

SMA President Stella Pevsner, who now

lives in Albuquerque, recently won sec-

ond place in SouthWest Writers’ bimonth-

ly writing contest. Stella submitted a

humorous poem about a man who can’t

resist getting married over and over

despite a series of six bad choices. ... A

paperback edition of Gunter Nitsch’s

Eine lange Flucht aus Ostpreussen, the

German translation of his Weeds Like Us,

was published June 15. ... Nicholas D.

Kokonis was a guest speaker on May 18

in Marlborough,

Mass., and on May 19

in Baltimore. ...

Michael Corcoran

and Arnie Bernstein

on June 14 launched

the second edition of

Hollywood on Lake

Michigan: 100+ Years

of Chicago and the

Movies (Chicago

Review Press, See

New Books, Page 7) at Centuries &

Sleuths in Forest Park, Ill. Arnie reports

“it was wonderful. Great turnout.

Christopher Lynch (author of Chicago's

Midway Airport and When Hollywood

Biblio File

Turn to Page 2

BY THOMAS FRISBIE

T
he Society of Midland Authors’

annual book awards dinner on May

14 reminded poet Marc Smith of

growing up on Chicago’s Southeast Side

and sitting in a basement of the home of a

Sun-Times writer, discussing writing and

literature.

“A tradition of the Midwest is that

everyday people are really connected to

literature,” said Smith, who took over as

emcee of the event at the Holiday Inn

Chicago Mart Plaza after the scheduled

master of ceremonies, Steve Bertrand,

was ill and couldn’t appear.

Smith was among a group of kids called

the Duds who “talked about books and lit-

erary ideas,” Smith said. “I think that’s a

tradition of Chicago, of this organization

and the Midwest.”

Saying, “in the Midwest, we write

about our place – it’s not hifalutin, it’s

really down to Earth,” Smith then per-

formed a mix of Carl Sandburg poems.

Smith was followed by Mark Eleveld,

chair of the judges in the Adult Fiction

category. The co-winners were Nick

Dybek for When Captain Flint Was Still a

Good Man (Riverhead) and Jack Driscoll
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Landed at Chicago’s Midway Airport:

The Photos and Stories of Mike Rotunno)

also was there, so it made for a great

night of Chicago movie story-telling.” On

May 31, Rick Kogan gave the book a

nice review in the Chicago Tribune.

Another Chicago-

based movie book,

World Film Locations:

Chicago (Intellect

Ltd.), which features

Arnie’s essay on

African-American

filmmaker Oscar

Micheaux, was also on

sale at the event.

Arnie’s next book,

Swastika Nation: Fritz Kuhn and the Rise

and Fall of the German-American Bund

(St. Martin's Press) will be published on

Sept. 3. ... Daily Northwestern columnist

Julian Caracotsios on May 6 called

Stephen Asma’s book Against Fairness

“without doubt the most thought-provok-

ing thing I have read in months.” ... Mark

Binelli wrote a May 30 New York Times

op-ed on the state takeover of Detroit. ...

Harry Mark Petrakis wrote a touching

2
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Stephen Asma

of Interlochen, Mich., for The World of a

Few Minutes Ago (Wayne State Univer-

sity Press). 

Dybek’s book, which took five years to

write, has “got these characters that are

rich in associations, and it is odd and

even at the same time,” Eleveld said.

“There are elements there that you would-

n’t necessarily expect. ... My fellow

judges and I were just blown away.”

Dybek, who grew up in Kalamazoo,

Mich., and now lives in New York, said his

book is set in a small Pacific Northwest

town, but that doesn’t mean it has no

Midwestern association.

“I found that to actually write about

some of what it felt like to grow up here,

I had to go to a very different place to

access that,” Dybek said.

Of Driscoll’s “tight, wondrous” story

collection, Eleveld said it “allows you

into the complicated realities of the char-

acters’ world. Our world, really.” 

While the judging was underway, one

of the other judges e-mailed: “These sto-

ries force me to slow down my reading,

like poetry.” Eleveld said.

The finalists were Peter Geye of

Minneapolis for The Lighthouse Road

(Unbridled Books) and Richard Babcock

of Chicago for Are You Happy Now?

(Amazon Publishing).

Geye’s book, “is driven by strong inde-

pendent characters, but the book feels his-

torical and true because of the rich, pre-

cise details,” Eleveld said.

Babcock’s book, “is a pleasure to read,”

Eleveld said.

Although it is his third novel set in the

Midwest, this was the first one set in

Chicago, Babcock said.

“Drawing on the messy, cranky, vivid

overstocked center of our region made all

the difference in the world,” he said.

The other judges in the fiction category

were past SMA award winners Tony

Romano and Patricia Ann McNair.

For Adult Nonfiction, the winner was

Neil Steinberg, who grew up in

Cleveland and lives in Northbrook, Ill.,

for You Were Never in Chicago

(University of Chicago Press). 

Judge James Merriner said, “As authors,

we know how difficult it is to splice

together personal memoirs with societal

history, and then while you are at it, draw

some sharp personality portrait. ... What’s

even harder is to make it look easy.”

But Steinberg, “with a gift for metaphor,”

accomplished that, Merriner said. 

Steinberg said, “The genius of Chicago

is ... there is something here for everyone.

If am I proud of one thing in this book, I

didn’t say this is the best Chicago, or this

is the true Chicago or this is the only

Chicago. I said this is my Chicago. You

are allowed to go out and find your

Chicagos, and you can live these wonder-

ful lives here and find the things that you

think are interesting.”

The finalists were Mark Binelli, who

grew up in the Detroit area, for Detroit City

Is the Place to Be: The Afterlife of an Amer-

ican Metropolis (Metropolitan Books); Ben-

jamin Busch of Reed City, Mich., for Dust

to Dust: A Memoir (Ecco); and Gregory

Harms of Joliet, Ill., for It’s Not About

Religion (Perceval Press).

To demonstrate how well Binelli’s book

was written, Judge Richard Bales read a

passage from it. He said Binelli’s book

was also well researched. 

He called Busch’s book “a strange but

wonderful memoir ... about ordinary

things, life and death, peace and war, the

adventures of childhood and the revela-

tion of adulthood.”

Harms said his book started out as

short essay, which he expanded into book
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Society of Midland Authors members

can now pay their membership dues,

buy tickets to the annual dinner and

make donations on our website with

PayPal (there is a $1 fee to help cover

PayPal’s fee). To make a donation, visit

our home page at www.midlandau-

thors.com and click on the "Donate"

button in the upper right corner.
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Mother’s Day article about his mother that

appeared in the May 11 Chicago Sun-

Times. ... Rebecca Makkai has sold her

second novel, The Hundred-Year House, to

Viking/Penguin, and it will appear next

summer. Her memoir piece “Other Types

of Poison” was featured in the July issue

of Harper's Magazine. ... Lori Andrews

was quoted in the April 18 Globe & Mail

on software  that can help minimize our

digital footprints. ... Michael Argetsinger

launched his book about the history of the

Watkins Glen race track May 18 at the

International Motor Racing Research Cen-

ter in Watkins Glen, an event he reports was

“a great success.” The Chicago launch was

held May 23 at CooperTechnica, co-spon-

sored by the Chicago Auto Sport Society

and the Barrington Concours. ... Richard

Babcock wrote a May

17 article on the Chi-

cago Cubs for Jon-

athan Eig’s online

ChicagoSide. ...

Timuel Black was

scheduled in May at

the Chicago Public

Library to discuss

how the Great Mi-

gration shaped lives

and the city of Chicago. ... Radio show host

Doug Miles talked with Merv Block about

his book Weighing Anchors and his thoughts

on the status of news broadcasting. ... The

May 8 Chicago Sun-Times reported that

Sherrill Bodine was among those who

saw the Chicago premier of “The Great

Gatsby. “ ... The Guardian wrote May 1

(or, as they say in the U.K., 1 May), “The

force that propels the reader through Gone

Girl, Gillian Flynn’s almost unpleasantly

gripping psychological thriller about a

marriage turned rancid, is dread.” But

Gillian told the Guardian, “The number

of mystery and horror writers I’ve met

who are just the sanest and the nicest

people.  … it’s crazy. Maybe it’s because

the writing gets something out of the sys-

tem? It seems like the darker the books

are, the nicer the person is.” ... Greg

Borzo discussed his new book Chicago

Cable Cars in a well-received program
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Gillian Flynn

form. It’s received a great deal of support

in Chicago, he said.

The third  judge in the category was

Richard Prince.

In the Biography category, the winner

was David Von Drehle of Shawnee

Mission, Kan., for Rise to Greatness:

Abraham Lincoln and America’s Most

Perilous Year (Henry Holt and Co.).

Judge Judith Testa said, “It’s a master-

piece of both research and writing.” She

said she was impressed how the author

combined “political, personal, social and

military histories.” 

The finalists were Steven Lubet of

Evanston for John Brown’s Spy: The

Adventurous Life and Tragic Confession

of John E. Cook (Yale University Press)

and Rich Cohen, who grew up in

Glencoe, Ill., for The Fish That Ate the

Whale: The Life and Times of America’s

Banana King (Farrar, Straus and Giroux).

Of Lubet’s book, Testa said, “This book

is both extremely well researched and

beautifully written. ... The book reads

with a kind of cinematic vividness and

clarity of detail.”

Describing his book, Lubet said, “John

Brown was the only white man who took

up arms against slavery before the Civil

War. It’s really a remarkable story.”

Of Cohen’s book, Testa said, “I really

admire the way the author brought to life

a fellow by the name of Sam Zemurray. ...

Rich Cohen writes this incredibly exuber-

ant prose.”

The other judges in the category were

Robert Remer and Gerry Souter.

In Children’s Fiction, the winner was

Shelley Pearsall of Silver Lake, Ohio, for

Jump into the Sky (Knopf Books for

Young Readers).

Reading comments from judge

Charlotte Herman, who was unable to

be present, Marlene Targ Brill said Jump

into the Sky “is a powerful story” about a

young African-American boy who is put

on a train in the 1940s to go live with a

father who isn’t expecting him. 

Pearsall said she got the idea for the

book, her fifth, from a member of the

Tuskegee Airmen, who suggested she

write about the “Triple Nickels,” the black

555th unit of paratroopers.

“This was the beginning of a four-year

journey to find out who the men were,

what they did,” she said. 

The finalists were Polly Carlson-Voiles

of Ely, Minn., for Summer of the Wolves

(Houghton Mifflin Books for Children)

and Tim Shoemaker of Rolling

Meadows, Ill., for Code of Silence: Living

a Lie Comes With a Price (Zonderkidz).

Of Summer of the Wolves, Brill said,

“This is a beautiful story of relation-

ships.” 

Carlson-Voiles said she spent 27 years

writing her book, but didn’t have time to

complete it until she retired. 

Of Code of Silence, Brill said “Mystery,

adventure, suspense, friendship, loyalty,

they are all here.”

The other judges in the category were

Harriette Gillem Robinet and Mary

Frueh.

In Children’s Nonfiction, the winner

was Mary Losure of St. Paul, Minn., for

The Fairy Ring: Or Elsie and Frances

Fool the World (Candlewick).

Judge Patricia Kummer, who lauded

the SMA as one of the few organizations

to offer a separate award for children’s

nonfiction, read a note to the SMA in

which Losure said she knew her work was

an “odd little book that would need explain-

ing” and thanked the Society for the award.

The finalists were Rebecca L. Johnson,

n Awards Continued from Page 2
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June 12 at the Niles (Ill.) Public

Library. ... Oops! The March Literary

License didn’t give the full title of

Bruce Guernsey’s new book. It’s

Mapping the Line: Poets on Teaching,

with a foreword by Ted Kooser. In his

introduction, Guernsey writes, “There are

some great hints on where to start herein

because each of these contributors, wheth-

er a Pulitzer Prize winner or still struggling

to get a book out, whether a professor in

an MFA program or an itinerant adjunct,

all of us had to start somewhere.” ...

Susanna Childress was scheduled to per-

form April 26 at the Hope College Concert

Series. ... Best Shot in the West: The Adven-

tures of Nat Love by Patricia C. McKissack

and Frederick L. McKissack Jr. (See

Final Chapters, Page 9), was named June

11 by Comic Book Review as one of “6

Eisner-worthy graphic novels for younger

readers.” ... In a May 27 interview with

the Grad Travers insider, Glen Arbor Art

Association artist-in-resident Elizabeth

McBride said Jack Ridl is “ an extraordi-

nary poet who can deftly deliver the

sacredness of a moment. ... I remember

sitting on the floor with my mouth open

in amazement at the subtle things he

could find in each poem.” ... The movie

“42” has been reviving interest in Jona-

than Eig’s book about Jackie Robinson,

Opening Day: The Story of Jackie Rob-

inson's First Season. ... The April 22

(Chicago) Reader called Jeffrey Gusfield’s

2012 book Deadly Valentines “an un-

matched entry point into Chicago’s seedy

history of corrupt politicians, gangs, and

gun violence.” ...  Shane Gericke and

Marcus Sakey will be among the featured

authors at the next Love Is Murder con-

ference Feb. 7-9 at the Intercontinental

Hotel, Chicago. ... Sara Paretsky and

Rick Kogan discussed Chicago in Chicago

literature May 3 on WBEZ-FM. ... Ted

Kooser read some of his unpublished and

published poems April 30 during the

Elinor Bartholomew Fine Arts Festival in

Hastings, Neb. Ted also recently honored

songwriter John Prine at the Library of

Congress. ... Haki Madhubuti was the

keynote speaker recently at the opening

of “AfriCOBRA: Prologue — The 1960s

Biblio File
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Tim Shoemaker Joe Wilkins John Koethe

of Sioux Falls, S.D., for Zombie Makers:

True Stories of Nature’s Undead, (21st

Century) and Ann Bausum, of Janesville,

Wis., for Marching to the Mountaintop:

How Poverty, Labor Fights and Civil

Rights Set the Stage for Martin Luther

King Jr.’s Final Hours (National

Geographic Children’s Books). 

Kummer said the Zombie Makers sto-

ries “are really great ... it is the kind of

book a child would like to pick up and

read.”

Bausum, Kummer said, “really puts the

whole thing together really well. ... it

keeps you reading, and the illustrations

are excellent.”

The other judges in the category were

Marlene Targ Brill and Andrew

Medlar.

In the Poetry category, the winner was

Dan Gerber, who grew up in Fremont,

Mich., for Sailing through Cassiopeia

(Copper Canyon Press). 

Judge Michael Arendt said, “These are

beautiful meditative poems of surprise

and wonderfully engaged with the world

of experience, which he regards with a

sacramental reverence.”

The finalists were Joe Wilkins of

Forest City, Iowa, for Notes From the

Journey Westward (White Pine Press) and

John Koethe, a former poet laureate of

Milwaukee, for ROTC Kills (Harper

Perennial).

Arendt said Wilkins’ poems “evoke

sheep shearers and bee farmers, lost

industrial cities and desolate highways.”

Koethe’s poems, he said, “assert lan-

guage is real, consciousness is real, and a

poetry a way of making the unreal real.”

The other judges in the category were

Anthony Burton and Richard Jones.

To introduce the Distinguished Service

Award, Thomas Frisbie read a note

Harry Mark Petrakis wrote for the book

awards banquet: “As one of the oldest

members of Midland Authors, now a bat’s

wing from 90, I'm sorry not to be with

you  for the awards dinner this evening.

But I have an abundance of memories of

past dinners and of old friendships to

draw upon. In those earlier days there

were stalwarts such as Herman and

Marilu Kogan, Hoke and Edna Norris,

Bob and Alice Cromie, Art and Lila

Weinberg, Jack and Peggy McPhaul,

Gwendolyn Brooks and Henry Blakely.

As I write their names, their faces and

voices return to me in a swirl of warm

memories. They were writers, staunch

supporters of writers, and they were my

dear friends.”

In presenting the award to James

Schwab, Frisbie said Schwab was one of

those members who keep an organization

going, providing the opportunity for the

memories that Petrakis wrote about.

Over a period of many years, Schwab

has been president, vice president, treas-

urer, membership secretary, contest judge

(many times), board member and program

chair (twice) for the SMA. For many

years, it was his office where books were

collected for distribution at the dinner.

The winner of the James Friend Mem-

orial Award for Literary Criticism was

Jonathan Messinger, former books edi-

tor at Time Out Chicago. In presenting

the award, Beverly Friend quoted

Robert Loerzel as saying Messinger

“always [showed] a sharp appreciation for

the literary craft.”

Messinger, who was laid off when Time

Out Chicago dropped its print edition,

joked he was accepting “a posthumous

award” in person.

The Society of Midland Authors’ 2012-13

programs may be heard in their entirety at

www.chicagopublicradio.org/amplified.

n Awards
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and the Black Arts Movement” at the

South Side Community Art Center in

Chicago. ... Martin Marty wrote a May

10 essay for Crossmap titled “The Infidel

and the Indifferent.” ... Jack Driscoll was

featured May 10 at the Darcy Library of

Beulah (Mich.) and Benzonia Public

Library. ... The May 26 Everyday Ebook

online newsletter called Blue Balliett’s

Hold Fast “beautifully written.” ... Rich

Cahan wrote an essay for the May 30

Chicago Sun-Times on Vivian Maier,

subject of one of the books he co-

authored with Michael Williams. ...

Former Society President Jim Bowman’s

Company Man: My Jesuit Life, 1950-

1968 is now available as a Nook book, as

well as for the iPhone, iPad and iPod

Touch ... Sam Weller has a short story,

“The Peephole,” in the latest issue of

@CriminalClassRv. Vol. 6 on iTunes.

Sam also reports he has completed the

edits on The Bradbury Chronicles ebook.

And he is scheduled to lead a June 25

conversation on Chicago’s WBEZ-FM

with Lily Koppel about her book The

Astronaut Wives Club. ... Past SMA book

award winner Thrity Umrigar won a

2013 Lammy Award June 3 for The

World We Found. ... Louise Erdrich is

one of three finalists for the second annu-

al Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence

in Fiction for The Roundhouse. The

awards ceremony will be June 30 in

Chicago. ... Scott Turow, Dominique

Raccah, Elizabeth Taylor, Kevin Coval,

Jonathan Eig, Bill Ott, Christine

Sneed, Reginald Gibbons, Charles

Blackstone, Donna Seaman, Rick

Kogan, Marc Smith and Neil Steinberg

were on this year’s Newcity Lit list of

“Who Really Books in Chicago.” ... The

Olive Tree by Elsa Marston is scheduled

to be published next year. ... Jack Fuller

(See New Books, Page 7) wrote a June 11

op-ed for the Chicago Tribune headlined,

“Collecting records not so wrong.” ...

Samantha Hoffman tweeted that Rick

Kogan and Kevin Coval did a funny and

Biblio File
Continued from Page 4

Turn to Page 6

For once, rain doesn’t reign

at the Printers Row book fair

I
t seems like it always rains – at least a

little bit – during the Printers Row Lit

Fest. And on the morning of Saturday,

June 8, as the Society of Midland Authors

was setting up its tables at the Chicago

book fair, the weather forecast for the fol-

lowing day looked ominous. Chance of

rain? Seventy percent!

But somehow, as the weekend went 

on, the meteorologists kept lowering the

chances of rain – and by the time 

the Lit Fest was over on Sunday evening,

we’d suffered nothing but one or two

drops. 

And the temperatures stayed in a com-

fortable range the whole time.

It was great weather for selling (and

buying) books. 

Several SMA members set up shop

inside the Society’s tent over the course

of the weekend: Mark Zubro, Jim

Bowman, George Kufrin, Lynn

Voedisch, Eckhard Gerdes, Robert

Loerzel, Gerry and Janet Souter,

Werner Krieglstein, Owen Hurd, Holly

Rozner, Mahmoud Saeed and Anastasia

Royal. And several of these authors sold

a lot of their books. Zubro, who ended up

staying for three two-hour

time slots on Saturday,

said the Printers Row

table is “an incredible

bargain” for SMA mem-

bers.

Several SMA members

sold their books at other

tables around the festival,

including Greg Borzo,

Richard Cahan and Emily Clark

Victorson of Allium Press, Libby Fischer

Hellmann and Frances McNamara.

Mark Eleveld emceed the Arts & Poetry

Stage all weekend.

And many SMA members and award

winners spoke at (or moderated) Printers

Row Lit Fest events, including Hellmann,

Rick Kogan, Jonathan Eig, Billy

Lombardo, James Finn Garner, Blue

Balliett, Joe Meno, Christine Sneed,

Achy Obejas, Aleksandar Hemon,

Arnie Bernstein, Michael Corcoran,

Donald G. Evans and Mark Jacob.

The Society of Midland Authors was

especially excited to present a panel dis-

cussion featuring three of our award win-

ners from this year: Jack Driscoll, co-

winner for adult fiction for The World of

a Few Minutes Ago; Mary Losure, win-

ner for children’s nonfiction for The Fairy

Ring: Or Elsie and Frances Fool the

World; and Neil

Steinberg, winner for

adult nonfiction for You

Were Never in Chicago. 

Driscoll and Losure had

been unable to attend our

May 14 awards ceremo-

ny, but both traveled to

Chicago for the Printers

Row event – Driscoll

coming from Interlochen, Mich., and

Losure trekking (via Megabus) from St.

Paul, Minn.

SMA President Robert Loerzel moder-

ated their disccussion about their

approaches to writing. 

Watch for Chicago Public Radio’s audio

recording of the discussion to be posted at

http://www.

wbez.org/users/society-midland-authors-0

The Society of

Midland Authors was

especially excited to

present a panel 

discussion featuring

three of our award

winners from this

year.”

“

Literary

Latest

Robert

Loerzel

“Lincoln’s mind reels. Nothing makes sense anymore. Maybe he should just have the lobotomy and be done with it. Or maybe he’s already had it

and the operation has wiped out the memory of itself. Maybe that’s it.” – Are You Happy Now?, Richard Babcock
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poignant tribute to late SMA members

Robert Ebert and David Hernandez at

Printers Row on June 9. ... Raymond

Benson was the first author to be video-

interviewed for the Killer Thrillers Blog.

... Patricia Ann McNair was scheduled

to help present a “Journal & Sketchbook”

workshop on June 22 in Traverse City,

Mich. ...  The June 8 Kenosha News said

Arnie Bernstein’s Bath Massacre:

America’s First School Bombing “does a

great job of looking not just at the perpe-

trator but at the innocent victims and

those left behind and the strength of a

people and a town to recover and move

forward.” ... Scott Turow wrote an April

7 New York Times op-ed in which he

argued  the “value of copyrights is being

quickly depreciated,” particularly for new

and midlist authors. ... Third World Press,

the Guild Literary Complex and the

American Writers Museum presented

“Brooksday” on June 7, a daylong cele-

bration of the work the late SMA member

Gwendolyn Brooks. Rick Kogan wrote,

“The most ardent promoter of this event

is writer/teacher Haki Madhubuti.” ...

Approximately 500 people “laughed and

learned” from Paula McLain at the final

2013 Pierce County

READS event on

May 17 at the Clover

Park Technical

College in

Lakewood, Wash.,

the Bonney Lake and

Sumner Courier-

Herald reported,

adding, “In all, peo-

ple checked out 4,684

print, e-book and audiobook copies of

The Paris Wife from Pierce County

Library during the nine-week community

one book program.” ... In a new paper,

“Concepts and Implications of Altruism

Bias and Pathological Altruism,”

Barbara Oakley argues that scientists

and social observers have mostly ignored

the harm that can come from altruism.

The Wall Street Journal on June 14 called

it a “fascinating paper.”

Follow Biblio File on Twitter

@BiblioFile_SMA

Biblio File
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The Compassionate Warrior:  Abd el-

Kader of Algeria by Elsa Marston

(Wisdom Tales Press, 2013) is the biogra-

phy of a freedom-fighter and interfaith

bridge-builder.   

Abd el-Kader (1808-

1883) led resistance to

the French conquest of

Algeria in the 1830s

and ’40s, and later,

exiled to Damascus,

saved thousands of

Christians during the

bloody riots of 1860.

This introduction to

this Muslim hero is written for teenagers

and older.

Carl W. Ernst, author of How to Read

the Qur’an, wrote, “This clear and acces-

sible biography will provide young read-

ers with a valuable portrait of the Emir

Abd el-Kader, who was so admired in

19th century America. It is an admirable

contribution to the understanding of the

encounters between Muslims and

Christians in the age of colonialism.” 

THE COMPASSIONATE

WARRIOR: ABD EL-KADER

OF ALGERIA

New Books

Elsa Marston

Joseph Epstein’s new book Distant

Intimacy (Yale University, May 7), co-

authored with Frederic Raphael, is a year-

long collection of Internet correspon-

dence between two writers who have

never met.

Topics of their letters include school-

ing, parents, wives, children, literary

tastes, enmities, delights and beliefs.

They discuss their professional lives as

writers, their skills or want of them,

respective experiences with editors, pro-

ducers and actors.

Kirkus Review called it “a blossoming

intellectual romance” and “high-octane

lit-chat served cold, heavy on the bitters.”

DISTANT INTIMACY

The Walking Dead: The Road to

Woodbury by Jay Bonansinga and

Robert Kirkman (Oct. 16, 2012) follows

The Walking Dead: Rise of the Governor

as the second in a planned trilogy. The

post-apocalyptic horror novel is a spin-

off of Kirkman’s of graphic novels. 

The School Library Journal said, “Not

for the faint of heart, this book runs on

pressure-cooker suspense, graphically

described bloodshed, and dark acts of

brutality. ... This riveting character study

adds a new dimension to the oeuvre by

fleshing out established characters and

plot lines.”

THE WALKING DEAD: 

THE ROAD TO WOODBURY

Nothin' but Blue Skies (Bloomsbury

Press, May 21) by Edward McClelland

tells the story of how the country's indus-

trial heartland – the world’s greatest man-

ufacturing center in the

years after World War

II – grew, boomed,

bottomed and hopes to

be reborn.

The Los Angeles

Times said,

“Engagingly written

… McClelland's book

reminds us of what has

transpired in the heart

of the country over the past 30 years and

of the battering endured by hundreds of

thousands of working-class families as

global corporatism and federal trade poli-

cies gutted the American middle class.”

McClelland explores the ongoing tran-

sition of the region from “Arsenal of

Democracy” during World War II to Rust

Belt in the 1970s to whatever lies next.

Publishers Weekly said, “McClelland’s

knack for turning a phrase (‘My last two

NOTHIN’ BUT BLUE SKIES:

THE HEYDAY, 

HARD TIMES AND HOPES

OF AMERICA’S HEARTLAND

Edward

McClelland

Paula McLain
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New Books

Continued from Page 6

full-time jobs no longer exist. For a

Generation-Xer, tales from the 1960s are

employment porn.’) allows him to tie

together these auto and steel towns and

capture touching, personal tales so as to

bring these dying municipalities back to

life.” 

Scott Turow is among the 12 authors

of Hard Listening (Coliloquy, June 18).

In 1992, the authors formed a rock

band called the Rock Bottom

HARD LISTENING

In Benjamin Percy’s second novel

(Grand Central Publishing, May 7), a

post-9/11 love affair between two

teenagers is set in a

world where were-

wolves are people

infected by a blood-

borne contagion who

are feared, misunder-

stood and persecuted.

The June 16 New

York Times Book

Review said, “As a

paranormal thriller,

Percy’s novel engages, despite the occa-

sionally visible wires. The story is imagi-

native and lots of fun, and it will

deservedly charm many readers.”

Percy, who also has written two story

collections, was an SMA Adult Fiction

finalist in 2008 and the Adult Fiction

winner in 2011.

RED MOON

Baseball’s home run has created its

own mystique, capturing the public imag-

ination as no other event in sports.

Eldon Ham’s new book (Potomac

Books, March – See Literary Landscape,

Page 8) recount’s the game’s special

home run seasons from Babe Ruth and

the end of the dead-ball era to the 

modern steriod scandal and explains 

how America evolved into a home run

society.  

Remainders. Hard Listening combines

essays, fiction, musings, candid email

exchanges and conversations, photo-

graphs, audio and video clips, and inter-

active quizzes that look back at the two

decades since the band was formed. 

ALL THE BABE’S MEN:

BASEBALL’S GREATEST

HOME RUN SEASONS

AND HOW THEY

CHANGED AMERICA

This edition (Chicago Review Press,

June 1) by Michael Corcoran (See New

Members, Page 8) and Arnie Bernstein

updates Bernstein’s 1998 book. It chroni-

cles the significant contributions by

Chicago and Chicagoans to more than a

century of American filmmaking, going

back to the days when one out of every

five movies was made in Chicago.

For this edition, Bernstein updated his

original story of how Chicago is where

the film industry started and Corcoran

supplied most of the new material, with

interviews and stories about – and a

guidebook to – movies that have been

made in Chicago since the first edition

was published by Lake Claremont Press.

Corcoran also re-interviewed some of the

film industry figures that Bernstein had

talked to for his original work.

HOLLYWOOD ON LAKE

MICHIGAN, SECOND

EDITION: 100+ YEARS OF

CHICAGO & THE MOVIES

Marc Davis’ new book, Bottom Line,

(Permanent Press, June 15) is a business

noir.

In the story, as the U.S. and global

economies head toward a major recession

in the second year of the 21st century,

companies worldwide struggle to survive.

Two strong businessmen who run a

colossal international management con-

sulting-accounting firm battle against one

another to save the firm for which they

both work, each with a different, conflict-

ing method to rescue the company.

One is the CEO and founder, the other

is the senior-most executive who expects

to succeed as head of the company. The

CEO is an amoral, ruthless, megalomani-

ac; the other partner is a principled, but

flawed idealist. Once they were as close

as father and son, the older man mentor

to the younger. Now their relationship

collapses along with the economy as their

on-going conflict escalates as the firm

loses its once-blue-chip corporate clients. 

A series of financial crimes ensue, insti-

gated by the CEO – fraudulent account-

ing to help clients seemingly make their

estimated profits; insider trading by the

avaricious CEO, to help him reap mil-

lions in personal profits. With his compa-

ny near collapse, the CEO absconds with

millions of dollars held in trust in a part-

ners' bonus pool, the protagonist of the

novel then begins hunting him down,

using the methods of private eye.

Publishers Weekly said, “Davis pro-

vides easy explanations of complex busi-

ness dealings to foreign adventures before

reaching an exciting conclusion in this

smartly executed financial thriller.”

BOTTOM LINE

Jack Fuller’s new book, Restoring

Justice: The Speeches of Attorney

General Edward H. Levi (University Of

Chicago Press, May 15) selects speeches

and congressional testimony by former

U.S. Attorney General Edward H. Levi to

show how he worked to restore public

trust after Watergate. 

Among the issues Levi deals with in

these pages are electronic surveillance,

executive privilege, separation of powers,

antitrust enforcement, and the guidelines

governing the FBI, all of which sound

familiar today.

Jack Fuller, the former editor and pub-

lisher of the Chicago Tribune, served as

special assistant to Levi.

RESTORING JUSTICE

Benjamin Percy
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America’s ‘home run’ society

E
ldon Ham is author of All the

Babe’s Men and other books. Here’s

what he tells Literary License: 

Literary License: Why is now the right

time to write a book about the mystique of

the home run?

Eldon Ham: From instant tech billion-

aires to real estate bubbles and gigantic

lotto jackpots, America has become more

of a home run society than ever. I wanted

to do a book on baseball’s America, and

the lure of the home run provided the per-

fect vehicle. A book like this should have

been done soon after the 1998 home run

epiphany, but, as it happened, All the

Babe’s Men became a natural extension of

my last two books – one on the history

and culture of baseball cheating, the other

about the history of baseball broadcasting

– both of which touched upon the influ-

ence of home runs in baseball and society.

Literary License: In what ways did

baseball and home runs change America?

Eldon Ham: After

the free-swinging

Ruth, the home run

became an iconic

American symbol

that changed how

baseball is played

and became a part of

the American lexi-

con. Swinging for the

fences, striking out,

home runs, and moon shots are not just a

part of baseball, they are expressions

about American life, business, and poli-

tics. A few that transcended baseball:

Ruth’s #60, 1927: It put home runs on

the map and set the stage for greatness

beyond just baseball. Ruth’s lofty marks

made the 1927 Yankees the gold standard

for American success: “who do you think

you are, the ’27 Yankees”?

Bobby Thomson’s pennant winner,

1951: Perhaps the most exciting, most

enduring four seconds of sports broad-

casting ever, evoking “the shot heard

round the world” of American history.

Mantle’s Griffith Stadium Shot, 1953:

At an alleged 565 feet, this was the

longest home run ever hit in the majors. It

created the term “tape measure home run”

when the Yankees’ traveling secretary

walked it off, all of which elevated the

mystique of Mantle and shifted the home

run focus from sheer numbers to size and

length – sort of a “size matters” Freudian

symbol of America.

Carlton Fisk’s World Series blast, 1975:

the drama of Fisk waving a deep ball fair

was caught by the left field camera, and

that changed how baseball games (and

soon all sports) are shown on television.

Mark McGwire’s #70, 1998: When

McGwire hit #70, he caught the attention

of the entire world, including Barry

Bonds – and that may have triggered

Bonds’ own frustration and eventual use

of steroids to keep up with history.

Literary License: You write about the

era when baseball was at its peak. With

other pro sports gaining popularity, will

future moments in baseball have the same

ability to impact an entire nation?

Eldon Ham: Baseball is sometimes

overshadowed by the dazzling NFL or

highflying NBA, but the game will still

exert its influence. With their four sec-

onds of explosive

drama and moon-

shot charisma, home

runs are still the

most visual sports

symbol of American

greatness. Baseball

will continue to have

its moments, for

even Michael

Jordan’s rings and

LeBron’s slam dunks do not grip the

nation as Ruth, Gehrig, Robinson, Mays,

Mantle, Sosa, and McGwire once did.

Literary License: How will baseball 

fare in the new era of dominant social

media?

Eldon Ham: With its mathematical per-

fection, intricate fantasy leagues and

Jumbotron images, baseball is a great fit

for modern social media. Moreover, both

the NFL and NBA provided a faster game

that was a better visual fit for TV, but the

new, crystal clear HD telecasts have

boosted baseball’s sprawling cathedral

color and dimensions on the wide screen,

complementing its allure.

Literary License: What’s your next book?

Eldon Ham: I am developing a book

project to combine sports and politics,

and I’m also molding a unique regular

column feature to address the combined

machinations of sports, law, and society.

Literary

Landscape

Eldon

Ham

Turn to Page 9

Michael Corcoran is a tour guide and

lecturer who expounds on Chicago

history while pointing out architectural

gems and movie

locations. He is 

co-author with

Arnie Bernstein

of Hollywood on

Lake Michigan,

Second Edition:

100+ Years of

Chicago & the

Movies (Chicago

Review Press, 

June 1), which details how Chicago 

was an important early center of movie-

making and continues to be one today.

Barbara J. Miner, who has been a

photographer, reporter, editor and writer

specializing in social issues for more than

30 years, is author of Lessons from the

Heartland: A Turbulent Half-Century of

Public Education in an Iconic American

City (The New Press, 2013).

Her articles or photographs have appeared

in the New York Times, the Nation, the

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, ColorLines

and Rethinking Schools. She also writes a

blog titled “View from the Heartland.” 

Ralph Salisbury was born and raised

on a farm in Northeast Iowa, graduated

with a B.A. and M.F.A. from the

University of Iowa and taught at Drake

University in Des Moines.

He is a professor emeritus at the

University of Oregon and author of 11

poetry books, a memoir and three books

short fiction. Among his books are So

Far, So Good and Light From a Bullet

Hole: Poems New and Selected, nominat-

ed for the Pulitzer Prize; The Indian Who

Bombed Berlin and Other Stories; Like

the Sun in Storm; Blind Pumper at the

Well; War in the Genes; Rainbows of

Stone; Going to the Water; The Last

Rattlesnake Throw.

He has won a Rockefeller Bellagio

Award in poetry and fiction, and he has

won the River Teeth Literary Nonfiction

Book Award from Ashland University in

Ohio for his prize-winning book, So Far,

New Members

Michael Corcoran
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So Good, now available from the

University of Nebraska Press.

Marc Davis is the author of three nov-

els, Bottom Line; Dirty Money, and

Spector. His children's books include,

George H.W. Bush, Florence Nightengale,

and Georgia Colony. He also is a former

newspaper reporter, financial journalist,

former licensed commodity broker, and a

prize-winning artist and art teacher. 

His reporting and writing have been

widely published in print and online media,

including AOL, the Chicago Tribune, Ency-

clopedia Britannica, Forbes Investopedia,

the Journal of the American Bar Association,

Rotarian, the San Francisco Chronicle,

and numerous other national publications.

Dirty Money was nominated for a

Shamus Award by the Private Eye Writers

of America. 

George Kufrin, author of Lucky

George, began working as a photojournal-

ist at age 14 for Chicago’s West Side

News. Other than serving as a Merchant

Marine seaman in World War II and two

years as an Army pho-

tographer during the

Korean war, Kufrin

spent his 60-plus year

career traveling all

over America, photo-

graphing politicians,

movie stars, industry

titans, musicians and

artists; from Adlai

Stevenson to Studs

Terkel, Marshall Field, Alice Neel, Nat

King Cole, Maria Tallchief, Burt

Lancaster, Barry Goldwater, Lena Horne

and John F. Kennedy. 

Kufrin’s photos have appeared in the

New York Times, Fortune, Parade, New

York, Finance, the Chicago Tribune

Magazine, New York News magazine,

Chicago, Downbeat, Science, Chicago

George Kufrin

“There was death in the newspaper all the time, but I’d never thought about one of those deaths being mine. I wasn’t a German or a Jap. All I’d asked for

was a soda pop. Never imagined I could lose my life as quick and heartless as one of our soldiers in battle.” – Jump Into the Sky, Shelley Pearsall

James Plath, who heads the John

Updike Society, is leading an effort make

the author's childhood home in

Shillington, Pa., a national literary land-

mark. Here’s his report on how things are

going:

T
he John Updike Society purchased

The John Updike Childhood Home

at 117 Philadelphia Ave. in

Shillington, Pa., with a generous donation

from the Robert and Adele Schiff Family

Foundation, the goal being to turn it into

a literary landmark. Updike lived in the

house from age “zero to 13” and said it

was where his “artistic eggs were

hatched.” 

During my most recent trip to

Pennsylvania, I hosted an open house for

community leaders and met with contrac-

tors and local Habitat for Humanity offi-

cers. Tim Daley, of Habitat for Humanity

of Berks County, has pledged his full

work force to help us restore

the house. 

Though the Habitat mission

is to build houses for fami-

lies who commit x-amount

of work hours toward their

own house, Daley believes

in giving his families the

option of earning “sweat

equity” by volunteering to

help at the Updike house as well. In doing

so, he believes that not only do they learn

the value of work to build their own

home, but they also learn the value of

community service and what a difference

it makes when people invest their time

and effort to preserve a piece of history

that the entire community can enjoy. 

The John Updike Childhood Home will

be free to members of the community.

The doctor who occupied the house after

the Updikes left kept his collection of

Updike novels on a living room bookcase,

which, when Updike visited, he signed

one by one. We plan on retaining that

bookcase and keeping a collection of

Updike first editions on the shelves, with

a chair nearby so that visitors can be

encouraged to grab a volume and read

Updike in the Updike House.

The John Updike Society holds confer-

ences every two years, with locations not

permanently fixed. In

2010 the first confer-

ence was held at

Alvernia University in

Reading, Pa., and at

2012 Suffolk

University (in Boston)

hosted the event. We

return to Alvernia and

Reading in 2014, and

the goal with the house restoration is to

have it ready for a a gathering of society

members by conference time – the first

week in October, 2014. I expect that we

might return to Reading in the future for a

conference, but we are not on a schedule.

We may, in fact, be ready for a confer-

ence abroad in 2016.

The John Updike Society is a 501c3

organization with over 250 members from

14 different nations. The society was

launched in May 2009 at the American

Literature Association convention in

Boston, and its members include profes-

sors, teachers, readers, collectors, and

Updike family and friends. 

Continued from Page 8

Literary

Legwork

James

Plath

Restoring Updike home where

‘artistic eggs were hatched’
New Members
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We plan on retaining

that [Updike] bookcase

and keeping a collection

of Updike first editions on

the shelves, with a chair

nearby so that visitors

can be encouraged to

grab a volume and read

Updike in the Updike

House.”

“



Fredrick McKissack, 73, who with his

wife Patricia McKissack won the 2000

Society of Midland Authors Children’s

Nonfiction Award, died of heart failure on

April 28 in the St. Louis suburb of

Chesterfield, Mo.

The McKissacks, both SMA members,

won for Black Hands, White Sails: The

Story of African-American Whalers

(Scholastic Press). In all, they wrote more

than 100 books, beginning in the early

1980s, most of which were for children

and about African American history.  

Fredrick concentrated on research while

Patricia did most of the writing. They shared

their many awards jointly, even though

Fredrick was not always listed as an author. 

“He was always ... trying to scrounge

out some little piece of information,”

Patricia told the New York Times. “If I

wrote, ‘Sometime in 1800,’ he wanted to get

the date, the time. If he could get the weath-

er report for that day, he would, so that I

could write, ‘On a snowy day in 18 ... .’ ”

The writing team authored a series of

biographies for children called “Great

African Americans,” which covered the

Underground Railroad, W. E. B. Du Bois,

the Tuskegee Airmen, the black cowboy

Nat Love and baseball's Negro Leagues.

Among their other books were

Christmas in the Big House, Christmas in

the Quarters, Sojourner Truth: Ain’t I a

Woman? and Days of Jubilee: The End of

Slavery in the United States.

Patricia McKissack told the New York

Times, “For three or four years we

thought, ‘We’re going under — what have

we done?’ Then it all turned and the

books started selling.”

The McKissacks  had three sons,

including twins who inspired their 1983

children's book Who Is Who? (1983).

Patricia told the New York Times she

plans to finish the couple's last book, ten-

tatively titled Jump Rope.
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Final Chapters

The Rev. Andrew Greeley, a prolific

and best-selling author and Catholic

priest, died May 29 at age 85 in his

Chicago condo. 

Rev. Greeley, who was born in Oak

Park, Ill., wrote more than 150

books, including a memoir, aca-

demic nonfiction and novels. He

published his first book, The

Church and the Suburbs, in

1958, and his first mystery

novel, The Cardinal Sins (1981),

was a New York Times best-sell-

er for eight months. His goal

was to write two novels a year.

One year, he wrote four. His

racy novels and detective stories

often were patterned after real

events.

A highly regarded liberal sociologist,

Rev. Greeley was known for bluntly criti-

cizing the Catholic Church for such issues

as its contraception ban and how it han-

dled the sexual abuse crisis. 

“Some sociologists are cautious,” SMA

member Martin Marty, a professor

emeritus at the University of Chicago

Divinity School, told the Chicago

Tribune. “He took risks all the time. But

he was extremely careful to be sure he

had the data.

“So, he didn't just crunch numbers. He

interpreted them ... and he was never

afraid to interpret things very loudly.”

SMA member Robert

McClory, associate professor

emeritus at Northwestern

University and a former priest,

told the Tribune Rev. Greeley

“was able to be critical of the

hierarchical church while bal-

ancing that criticism with the

sound sociological data that he

had been working on for more

than 40 years.

“It's not as if he was dissent-

ing. He would say, ‘The figures

are there, you can look at them and the

church needs to decide what to do about

that.’ ” 

In his book, The Catholic Revolution:

New Wine, Old Wineskins, and the Second

Vatican Council (2004), Rev. Greeley

argued that following the reforms of

Vatican II reforms Catholics began

redefining their faith in their own way

instead of strictly heeding the instructions

of the church  hierarchy.

Fredrick McKissack,

1939-2013

Andrew Greeley, 1928-2013

Rev. Andrew

Greeley

Sun-Times, and countless Fortune 500

annual reports. 

In 1981, Kufrin and his wife, writer and

SMA member Joan Kufrin, co-authored

Uncommon Women, published by New

Century Publishers, Piscataway, N.J.  

Donald G. Evans, a former sports

reporter for the Chicago Sun-Times and

Lombardian/Villa Park Review, is author

of Good Money After Bad (Atomic Quill

Press, 2007), a novel that details the inner

workings of Chicago’s gambling commu-

nity. Evans also has been an editor, pho-

tojournalist, general reporter and humor

columnist. 

The Illinois Press Association named

Evans' “As Far As You Know” one of the

best midsized-newspaper columns in the

state. Evans has also been honored for his

short story writing with a citation in Best

American Short Stories’ “100 Most

Distinguished” and two Pushcart Prize

nominations.

He received fellowships to Syracuse

University, and he has taught writing, lit-

erature and history at Syracuse

University, Hamilton College (Cedar

Rapids, Iowa), Friends World (London),

and Westwood College (Chicago). 

Booklist called Good Money After Bad

a “roguishly witty debut novel” and said

“Evans is a terrifically atmospheric

writer, deftly evoking the world of book-

ies and compulsive gamblers, the tensions

of gentrification, a surreally severe heat

wave, and the consequences of secret

desperation. ...  Evans tells a rascally and

edgy cautionary tale.”

Dues cover mailings and other expens-

es, but the Society always needs addition-

al money for programs such as the

awards at the annual May banquet.

Thanks to these members who made con-

tributions since the last newsletter: Merv

Block, Nicholas Kokonis, Marietta

Marcin, Timothy Gilfoyle, Richard

Bales, Robert Starks, Steve Monroe,

Theresa Amato and Chuck Masters.

SMA Support

Continued from Page 9

New Members


