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What is a Recycling Plan?  
  
This Recycling Plan will allow Lower Makefield Township Parks and Recreation Department 
(Department) to promote environmental sustainability throughout the Township. The Department 
along with the Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) developed this plan to better use our 
public land and resources while eliminating as much waste from our landfills as possible.   
The purpose of this document is to provide a plan for the Parks and Recreation Department 
within Lower Makefield Township that uses the hierarchy developed by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency seen below.  
  
The plan will:  

• Identify opportunities for recycling within our parks.  
• Describe methods to improve recycling compliance.  
• Provide a schedule for taking the steps necessary to achieve compliance.  
• Define an education plan to educate the community about the 3 Rs of recycling.  

History  

  
PA Act 97 1980 provided for planning and regulation of solid waste storage, collection, 
transportation, processing, treatment and disposal. This Act also authorized the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection Environmental Quality Board to adopt rules, 
regulations, standards and procedures to implement this Act.  
  
The PA Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Reduction Act passed by the PA General 
Assembly in 1988, otherwise known as Act 101, imposed responsibilities upon local 
municipalities in the area of Solid Waste planning, resource recovery and recycling. In response, 
the Township passed Resolution No. 804 in 1992 to establish a Solid Waste Committee. This 
Committee was formed because a regional committee in the Newtown/Makefield area was 
disbanded. The Solid Waste Committee was charged with the responsibility of advising the 
Board of Supervisors as to matters related to the Management and Control of solid waste and 
municipal waste within the Township of Lower Makefield.    
  
In 1988 the Public Works Department started collecting leaves curbside from every residential 
property in the Township. This popular program generated over 3055 cubic yards of leaves in 
2020 alone. All this material has been saved from entering landfills/incinerators. The material is 
then hauled either to the Township owned Patterson Farm on Mirror Lake Road or to Britton 
Industries in Morrisville. The material at the Patterson Farm is processed with the Township tub 
grinder and is then spread on the farm fields. Additionally, it is made available for residential use 
free of charge on a first come first serve basis starting in April. There is no leaf pick up during 
the winter months.   
  
Yard waste collection started around the same time; this program runs from spring through early 
fall. Throughout the year, the yard waste material is processed on site with the Township tub 
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grinder to create a wood mulch product. Like the leaves, this material is available for residential 
use, free of charge. Any leftover material not used by residents is taken to a local contractor to be 
made into various mulch products. In 2020 this program resulted in 3100 cubic yards of yard 
waste that did not enter a landfill. Yard waste collection continues to this day and can be dropped 
off behind the Municipal Building located at 1100 Edgewood Rd. Yardley Pa. There is a 
schedule for drop off that is approved annually and available at https://www.lmt.org/municipal-
services/recycle-yard/ .  
  
In 1989 a Recycling Ordinance No. 237 was adopted by the Board of Supervisors which can be 
found in the LMT Code Book Chapter 172.  Code 172-4 specifically outlines the municipal 
recycling program and Code 172-9 highlights a guideline for a public education program.   
  
In 1993 the Board of Supervisors approved Ordinance No. 281 and Resolution No. 859 that 
established requirements for the collection of recyclable materials, established licensing for trash 
collectors and provided control for waste flow.   
  
In 1994 the EAC was formed through Resolution No. 882 which also established a procedure for 
the identification and preservation of open space. The EAC’s primary function at that time was 
to explore all options for acquisition and preservation of open space and make recommendations 
on feasible alternatives for acquisition and preservation.   
  
In 2000 the Solid Waste Committee was dissolved due to lack of participation and the EAC took 
over oversight of the recycling and reduction of household and municipal waste through 
Resolution No 1050. The EAC also advises the board on all environmental issues, and develops 
grant proposals for environmental projects and studies consistent with the purpose of the EAC. 
They also organize and/or sponsor events or programs and publish literature with the approval of 
the Board of Supervisors to promote public awareness.   
  
In 2006 the EAC’s responsibilities expanded even further through Resolution No. 2114 to review 
all land use plans that come to the Township making sure they are in compliance with Township 
Codes relating to the environment.  Since then they have had a hand in initiating several different 
ordinances, aided in the creation of the Township Open Space Plan, the LMT Sustainability 
Action Plan for Cool Cities, and the Tree Planting Plan. The EAC’s goals go hand in hand with 
the Parks and Recreation’s Mission Statement and often works with the Department on several 
projects.   

  
The EAC and Parks and Recreation are natural partners. In 2019 the Parks and Recreation 
Department identified the importance of environmental sustainability as one of the three main 
pillars of the Department’s Mission Statement. This updated statement identifies environmental 
sustainability as one of the most important aspects of the Parks system.    

https://www.lmt.org/municipal-services/recycle-yard/
https://www.lmt.org/municipal-services/recycle-yard/
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In keeping with the mission, the Parks and Recreation Department has collaborated with the 
EAC on several projects. In 2020, the Parks and Recreation Department requested the aid of the 
EAC to take on creating this recycling initiative. The EAC then took on the task of identifying 
the current state of recycling within the Parks. Together, the Department and the EAC developed 
the document you are reading today.    
  
The Township also has a volunteer Parks and Recreation Advisory Board whose powers and 
duties are outlined in the Lower Makefield Township Code Book 31-6. The Parks and 
Recreation Board shall assist the Township Supervisors in planning, laying out and maintaining 
parks, recreation facilities and programs. The Parks and Recreation Board shall have the full 
assistance, advice and cooperation from the Township Manager, staff and members of other 
boards, commissions and agencies of the Township. The Board shall work whenever possible 
with local school authorities.  
  

Identifying a Baseline  

  
In order to identify the current state of the Parks and Recreation Recycling Program, the EAC 
elected to send members out into the Parks to assess how many trash and recycling receptacles 
were in each Park, what they looked like, and if they were labeled. In addition, the EAC 
identified that we do not have composting stations within the Parks. This was not part of the 
initial assessment, but we will note it as part of this report as something to address in the future. 
The Parks and Recreation Department expanded this Assessment by taking counts and adding 
information about trash and recycling dumpsters at the Community Center. The consolidated 
report can be found in the Appendix of this document.   
  
The baseline report provides very grim findings for all outdoor facilities in Lower Makefield 
Township. This is because there is a 12 to 1 trash can to recycling receptacle ratio, many 
unlabeled receptacles, and the receptacles were in all different shapes and sizes.   
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Goals  

The goals of this Recycling Plan have been determined by research and the baseline 
assessment:  

1. Create a recycle opportunity for each waste receptacle.  
1. Create a unified look for all waste and recycle containers so containers are 
easily identifiable.  
1. Create opportunities for composting.  
1. Create a plan for special events.   
1. Educate residents and staff about the need and process.   

  

Action Plan  

  
Year 1  
  
Step 1: Identify   
The EAC, in line with the Parks and Recreation Department, will identify a layout for all 
receptacles during the winter months and incorporate this plan into the Parks and 
Recreation Maintenance Manual. This plan should follow the guidelines of the ADA 
Transition Plan. This will help us determine the optimal total number of receptacles 
needed. The layout will be determined based on three factors:  
  

1. Optimal convenience for the user  
1. Past heavy usage of waste bins  
1. Ease of pickup for the Township staff  
  

Identify and create a marketing and education plan to develop an implementation 
schedule per the Parks and Recreation Community Outreach Plan. If possible, partner 
with Pennsbury School District to ensure messaging is similar with the curriculum 
children are learning in school.   
Step 2: Prioritize Parks   
Understanding that grants might not be available to use, the EAC in line with Parks and 
Recreation should create a priority list based on park size and usage to be added to the 
Appendix of this document.   

  
  
Step 3: Retrofit   

• Understanding that it may take some time to replace all receptacles in the 
parks, we will reconfigure current bins in order to create a 1 to 1 ratio in the 
parks based on the layout plan from Step 1.   
• Add a compost bucket to the pool complex with education about how to 
use it. (Based on the success of this program we will determine future 
compost endeavors.)  

  
Step 4. Education implementation  

• Activate Marketing and Education Plan.   

https://secureservercdn.net/166.62.110.232/73e.756.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Parks-and-Recreation-ADA-Transition-Plan-.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/166.62.110.232/73e.756.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Parks-and-Recreation-ADA-Transition-Plan-.pdf
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Step 5: Appearance and Ease (Year 1)  
Determine a unified look for all bins within LMT Parks for easy identification.   
  
Year 2  
  
Step 1: Evaluate  
Create a report to evaluate year one and use the report to determine any further need. 
Adjust as needed to the layout plan based on feedback.   
If composting at the pool provides to be fruitful, expand composting to pavilion sites.   
  
Review and Evaluate the Marketing and Education Plan adjust or add any necessary 
events.   
  
Step 2: Grants   
Seek grants to cover the purchase of receptacles throughout the parks based on the 
prioritization schedule. The goal would be to complete as many parks as possible under 
grant applications.   

  
Step 3: Special Events  
Define what will be required for all Township Special Events and Special Events run by 
other organizations within the Township. This could be part of the special event protocol 
determined by the Township.   
  
Year 3  
Step 1: Evaluate  
Create a report to evaluate year two and use the report to determine any further need. 
Adjust as needed to the layout plan based on feedback.   
  
Review composting to determine success of program, adjust the program as necessary.   
  
Step 2: Purchase and Implement  
Purchase and implement plan based on funding and park priority list.   
  
Step 3: Evaluate, rewrite and expand this document.   
  

  
Education:   
  
The primary goal of the education is to engage the community in the process and show them how 
their use of the 3Rs in the parks will help improve their quality of life.   
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There are many ways to educate the public about the Recycle Plan set forth by the Township.   
Marketing: Lower Makefield Township Parks and Recreation department has a marketing and 
community outreach plan in addition to a volunteer guide that will greatly assist in this process. 
By using   

Example: Often “nudges” are used by local government for a research-based idea that 
shows it is possible to steer people toward desirable outcomes by presenting choices in 
different ways. For example, by providing a clearly labeled recycling receptacle next to 
every trash receptacle eliminates the barrier of having to walk to a separate location to 
recycle. This nudge will make it easier to make better choices. There are several 
opportunities to influence good recycling behavior through nudging in our Parks by 
providing information to park users. Information can be communicated through signage, 
newsletter articles about our Recycling Plan, social media posts, and conversations with 
user groups about the importance of recycling.   

  
One nudging campaign we may want to explore is using some of our residents in a “Suzy 
Recycles” campaign. A picture of a young girl in her YMS uniform using the recycling 
receptacle as a poster we place around the fields at Macclesfield Park. Another picture of 
a PAA baseball player in uniform using the recycle receptacle at Caiola Fields and 
similar signage throughout the Parks. This type of peer influence has been known to be 
an incredibly effective nudging campaign.   

Please see Appendix A for Research related to nudging and the promotion of good recycling 
behavior.   
  
Community Engagement: Including the community in this effort is imperative to its success and 
can be done throughout the process.   

Examples:   
1. Contests to be used for marketing campaigns.   
1. Volunteers help label and sticker trash and recycle containers.   
1. Education about recycling events or lecture series.   
1. Recycling days run by youth organizations.   

https://secureservercdn.net/166.62.110.232/73e.756.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Volunteer-Manual-CAPRApdf.pdf
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Barriers:  
  
Contamination Charges: This is a per occurrence charge that applies when contaminates such 
as food or liquids are included in a recycling receptacle at time of pickup. This makes 
recyclables not eligible to be recycled. This is a newer practice by waste disposal companies in 
order to deter customers from placing contaminates into their recyclables.   
This practice started in the US when China banned imports of key curbside recyclables in 2017. 
This created a chain reaction forcing US exporters with a stockpile of recyclables and brokers 
began taking less material.   
Waste companies remove several tons of non-recyclable waste from recycle centers annually and 
ship the material to landfills. This, in addition to non-recyclables getting tangled and damaging 
equipment, has become costly for many companies.   
  
Acceptable  

• Glass bottles and jars, but not broken dishware.   
• Plastic bottles and containers, with No. 1 - 6 on the bottom.  
• Food and drink cans, lightly rinsed to avoid leaking onto other items.  
• Paper, paper cartons, flat cardboard and newspapers/magazines.  

Not acceptable:  
• No food-soiled paper, waxed cardboard containers.  
• No plastic bags.  
• No cords, wires or hoses.  
• No dishes.   
• No food wrappers.  
• No appliances, electronics or batteries.  
• No yard clippings or grass.  
• No Styrofoam.  
• No diapers or animal waste.  
• No clothes.  
• No hazardous or medical waste.  

This is a barrier in the Parks because the recycling dumpsters are not monitored, and fees will 
continue to be assessed as people put contaminates in recycle dumpsters without thinking of 
potential costs to the Township. The fees will continue to grow over time considering how many 
dumpsters are located within the Parks System.   
Manpower: We will be doubling the number of receptacles that our staff must collect daily; this 
will require more time from the staff.   
Finance: In order to fully implement this plan, including creating a standard recycle/trash bin for 
the Parks, funds will be needed for both manpower and receptacles.   
Education: Community and staff buy in is imperative to the success of this project and it may 
take time for full implementation.   
How do we teach people to properly sort recyclables to avoid fees or the possibility of the 
material ending up in the landfill?  
Future considerations:   

• Add a program for composting to this plan.  
• If necessary, expand ratios.    
• Add more refillable water stations throughout the parks.   
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• Consider dog waste options.   
Page Break  

Appendix A: Helpful Links  

  
United States Environmental Protection Agency Recycling FAQ: https://www.epa.gov/recycle/frequent-
questions-recycling   
  
Waste Management Recycling 101: https://www.wm.com/us/en/recycle-right/recycling-101   
  
NUDGING  
  
Nudges to increase recycling and reduce waste https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/285987303.pdf  
Nudging and pro-environmental behavior https://norden.diva-
portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1065958/FULLTEXT01.pdf   
Page Break  

Appendix B: Dumpster Inventory  

  
Dumpster Inventory  

Location  Trash Dumpster  Recycle Materials Dumpster  
Township Building  4 yards  6 yards  

1100 Edgewood Road  6 yards    
      

Fred Allan Softball  
1500 Oxford Valley Road  6 yards  2 yards  

      
Macclesfield Park  6 yards  2 yards  
1000 River Road      

      
Pool Complex  6 yards    

1050 Edgewood Road  2 yards    
      

Caiola Sport Complex   6 yards  2 yards  
1100 Edgewood Road      

      
Kids Kingdom  6 yards  2 yards  

1050 Edgewood Road      
      

Community Center  4 yards  2 yards  
1550 Oxford Valley Road      

      

https://www.epa.gov/recycle/frequent-questions-recycling
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/frequent-questions-recycling
https://www.wm.com/us/en/recycle-right/recycling-101
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/285987303.pdf
https://norden.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1065958/FULLTEXT01.pdf
https://norden.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1065958/FULLTEXT01.pdf
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Page Break  

Appendix C: Receptacle Audit  

Location  Unlabeled  Description  
Identified Garbage 
Bins  

Identified 
Recycling 
Bins    

Dog 
Waste  

Community Park (1050 
Edgewood Rd)                

 - community pool  9  Brown Trex Slats  0    1  

Blue 
Trex 
Slats    

  7  Brown Metal Mesh            
  2  Brown Metal Cage            
                
 - tennis courts    0  0    0      
 - basketball courts  2    0    0      
  1  Black            
 - softball field  1  Blue  0    0      
 - 3 little league 
baseball fields  2  Black  0    0      
 - picnic area  1  Blue  0    0      
  2  Yellow             
  3  Brown            
 - Kids Kingdom  1  Blue  0    0      
 - Nature trail  0    0    0      
Dog Park (1950 
Covington Rd.)      2  Red  n/a    10  
Five Mile Woods  2  Blue  0    0      
  4  Gray            
Heacock Meadows 
Development 
(Bluebird/Covington 
Pocket Parks)                
 - tot lot  1    0    0      
 - 2 tennis courts      0    0      
 - 1 Basketball Court                
Macclesfield Park    See Other Notes  0    0      
 - 8 multipurpose fields 
(4 lighted) for use as 
regulation soccer, 
lacrosse, football    n/a      1  teal    
 - 3 lighted baseball 
fields                
 - 4 sand volleyball 
courts      0    0      



11 | P a g e  
 

 - 2 mid-size soccer 
fields  2    0    0      
 - 5 mini size soccer 
fields  1  Black  0    0      
  1  Blue            
 - playground  1  Black  0    1  Teal    
 - bike path and 
exercise trail  1  Black  0    0      
 - picnic area and 
restroom facilities  4  Brown  0    1  Teal    
 - pavilion and 
concession stand                
 - access to canal 
towpath                
Memorial Park                
East  2  Blue            
-Softball Field  0    0    0      
-Play Area  1  Black  0    0      
-Softball Field      0    0      
-Multipurpose Field  1  Black  0    0      
-Soccer Field 1      0    0      
-Soccer Field 2      0    0      
-BASKETBALL 
COURTS      0    0      
-Picnic Area      0    0      
-Community Gardens  1  Black  0    0      
Oxford Roelofs Park 
(Oxford Valley and 
Roelofs Road)                
 - 3 softball fields    0  0    0      
 - 2 bocce courts    0  0    0      
 - play pieces    n/a  n/a    n/a      
 - picnic area and 
restroom facility    n/a  n/a    n/a      
Revere Rd (in Yardley 
Hunt development)                
 - 4 tennis courts                
Samost Tract (23 acres 
between Oxford Valley 
Road between 
Edgewood Road and 
Roelofs Road)    n/a  n/a    n/a      
Schuyler Rd (in 
Yardley Hunt 
development)                
 - 4 tennis courts    0  0    0      
Veterans Square                
 - tot lot    1  0    1 "bottles and cans"  
 - picnic area and 
benches    0  0    0      
TOTAL    48  2    4      
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Appendix D: Recreational Facilities and Amenities List  

  
Community Park  
32.7 Acres  1050 Edgewood Rd    
  

• Pool Complex w/ Parking  
o Dedicated 1981  
o Paved Parking, 2 lots with 130 spots each, gravel parking is also available.  
o Olympic Sized Community Pool (lighted), diving area, intermediate and tot 
sized pools, snack bar, dual slides, diving boards, all pools are heated.  

• Kids Kingdom Playground  
o Dedicated in 1992  
o Pavilion is available for Residents to reserve for parties   

• Tennis Courts & Basketball Complex  
o 4 lighted community tennis courts  
o 1 lighted basketball court  

• Community Softball Field (lighted)  
• Nature Trail  
• 260 Parking spaces  
• Picnic area with restroom facility and pavilion  

Leagues: Home of the LMT Swim and Dive Team;  
Home of PAA  

  
Lower Makefield Township Athletic Complex   
36.75 Acres   1103 Edgewood Rd        

• Greg Caiola Baseball Park  
• Convertible 50/70 field  
• Convertible to 40/60 field  
• 145 parking spaces plus additional gravel parking available  
• Robert P. Stoddard Sports Complex  
• 3, 60’ foot fields   
• Concession Stand  
• 2 Sand Volleyball Courts   

Leagues: Home of PAA Baseball  
Fred Allan Softball Complex  
23 Acres  1500 Oxford Valley Rd    

  
• Dedicated in 1999  
• 3 softball fields, dugouts, water on 3 fields, electric on 2 fields  
• Batting Cage  
• 2 All-weather Bocce Courts  
• Tot play pieces  
• Picnic area with concession stand  
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• Restroom facility and covered pavilion with a floor  
• Walking trail/bike path  
• Approximately 120 paved parking spots  
• Underdrains installed on all three fields in 2014  

Macclesfield Park  
91.9 Acres  1000 River Rd    
  

• Front 60 acres dedicated 1989, rear 30 acres dedicated in 1997  
• 8 full size multi-purpose fields (6 lighted) for use as regulation soccer football and 
baseball fields, including one all-weather turf field installed by YMS.  
• 2, 90’ lighted baseball fields  
• 1, 75’ lighted baseball field  
• 4 sand volleyball courts  
• 2 mid-sized soccer fields  
• 5 mini soccer fields  
• Tot lot play area  
• Bike path and exercise stations  
• Picnic areas and restrooms   
• 2 pavilions, a concession stand, maintenance garage  
• Access to the canal towpath  
• Approximately 600 parking spaces, paved   

o 400 front lot  
o 200 rear lot  

Leagues: Home of the Yardley Makefield Soccer, Lower Makefield Football Association, and 
Pennsbury Athletic Association  
Memorial Park  
63.5 Acres  1950 Woodside Rd    

  
• Purchased 1996  
• 9/11 Garden of Reflection   
• 2 basketball courts  
• 2 sand volleyball courts  
• Community Garden Plots  
• Restrooms with a covered patio  
• 1 skinned softball field  
• Secret Garden inclusive playground with ADA parking lot  
• Multipurpose field with field goals  
• Gaga court   
• Pavilion available to rent for LMT Residents  
• 1k loop for walking  

Five Mile Woods  
  

1. Ares  1305 Big Oak Rd.    

• Purchased in 1979  
• Nature center  
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• Ranger office  
• Manor house  
• 5 miles of nature trails  
• Handicap accessible  
• Gravel parking for 50 vehicles  

LMT Bike Paths  
  
25 Miles      
  
Dog Park   
3.5 Acres  1950 Covington Rd    

  
• Opened June 12, 2018  
• Dedicated July 15, 2018  
• Maintenance shed  
• Real-time scan system  
• Cameras  
• Multi use water fountain  
• 10 Benches  
• 10 waste stations  
• 2 large trash cans  

Community Center   
12 Acres    1550 Oxford Valley Rd  

• Opened January 16,, 2018 - Dedicated March 12, 2018  
• Large multi-purpose room  
• 2 Classrooms  
• Parks and Recreation Offices  
• Small industrial kitchen  
• 5,235 square-foot space  
• Home of the Lower Makefield Township Seniors  
• Home of the Newtown Quilters Guild  
• Space available for scheduled programs, scheduled classes, senior programs, 
camps and lectures  

  
Veterans Square  
2.8 Acres  1660 Edgewood Rd    

• Veterans Square Monument  
• Tot lot play area  
• Picnic area with benches  
• Gravel Parking area for 50 cars  
• Water fountain  

Heacock Meadows  
8.2 Acres  Heacock/Bluebird/Covington    

  
• 4.5 Acres of Heacock Meadows Pocket Parks  
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• Dedicated 1979  
• 1 Tot lot  
• Basketball Court  
• Tennis Court  
• 4 Pickleball courts with portable nets  

Home of Lower Makefield Township Pickleball Meetup  
Peake Farm  
 1.69 Acres  Twig Lane    
  

• Tot lot playground  
Yardley Hunt  
3.1 Acres  Revere/Schulyer      
  

• Schuyler Drive: 4 dedicated tennis courts  
• Revere: 3 tennis/ pickle ball courts  
• Paved parking areas approximately 12 vehicles at each location  

League: Home of Yardley Makefield Tennis  
  
Additional Township Owned Parks and Recreation Property  
  
Makefield Highlands Golf Course  
195 Acres  1418 Woodside Rd  

• 18 Hole Golf Course  
• Driving Range  
• Restaurant  
• Outdoor Patio  
• Managed by Spirit Golf  
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