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LETTER FROM
THE
PRESIDENT

Dear Friends, Volunteers, Past and Prospective Supporters:

Many thanks for taking the time to learn about our work in
Northwest Detroit. Our efforts go back to 1996 when our leader,
Fr. Don Archambault, noticed a serious increase in negative
behavior, graffiti, hanging out in gangs, loud arguments and
threats to senior citizens. He then spent the summer meeting
with business owners, parishioners, the retired, local educators,
and citizens who recognized declining conditions for raising
youth. Together, they set up a structure which became the
Coalition. 

Since then, we have tried many ideas and suggestions to reach
out to youth and parents. Fr. Don shared a story in which he and
a few friends tried Christmas caroling door to door. The
recipients were surprised and shocked, but eventually came to
know and appreciate what he was trying to do. He is
understanding and audacious in his effort to help community
youth.

In 2018, we reviewed our past efforts to determine what worked
and what needed modification. We added activities and
reworked programs to better meet the needs of youth and make
the summer experience both rich and exciting. We want to meet
young people where they are, help them achieve their goals,
and reach their full potential. We hope this report provides a
glimpse into the youth experience with NWDYC programming.
Working together, we can make a difference for our youth!

Sr. Therese MacKinnon, D.C.
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The goal of the Northwest
Detroit Youth Coalition is to
bring together community
resources to support and
initiate programs and
activities which enhance the
positive growth
development of youth in
Northwest Detroit.

The Northwest Detroit Youth Coalition was established in 1996 and
received its 501(c)(3) non-profit, tax-exempt status in 1999. The
Coalition is a collaboration of youth-serving agencies that came
together to address the barriers that prevented youth from
participating in organized sports and extracurricular programs. 

The lack of communication, transportation, trained leaders, financial
support, and collaboration were barriers that had to be addressed in
order to provide these needed programs.

The target area identified by the Coalition is the area bounded by
Woodward Avenue on the east, Telegraph on the west, Eight Mile
Road on the north and Fenkell on the south.

BACKGROUND

MISSION
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NWDYC GOALS
Identify existing programs for youth in the
community.
Increase communication about area programs
and opportunities available to youth.
Increase and facilitate the coordination of
programs for youth when needed.
Support and enhance existing programs in the
community.
Increase emphasis on preventive approaches to
youth related issues.
Develop new programs and activities for youth.
Promote planning and a shared community
vision for youth development.
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PROGRAMS

Little Free Library
NWDYC PAL Soccer League
O'Hair Park Summer Program
Summer Activities for Youth Achievement (SAYA) 

Since its inception, the Coalition has implemented
many programs, utilizing quality improvement
principles. Programs have been modified, improved,
and re-evaluated in order to develop content based
on community need and available resources. 

In 2018, four programs were offered: 
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The Little Free Library Program housed books and provided
reading activities at four sites in 2018 - two in O'Hair Park, one at
Viola Liuzzo Park, and a fourth at Tuttle Park. 

The program was designed in 2015 to promote easy access to
reading materials for children of all ages. The Little Free Library
program focuses on residents surrounding the O'Hair Park area
who lack access to transportation needed to reach local public
library branches.

Over 2000 books were collected and distributed through the four
sites in 2018! Volunteers from the O'Hair Park Community
Association hosted reading sessions at O'Hair Park and provided
snacks for children in attendance.

LITTLE  FREE  LIBRARY
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NWDYC PAL SOCCER LEAGUE
In the spring of 2016, Southfield High School Coach Pierre
LaMarre approached the NWDYC and the Police Athletic League
(PAL) with a desire to share his talents as a soccer coach with
youth in the City of Detroit. The program aims to offer youth a
break from technology with an opportunity for physical exercise
while building bonds with one another, their coaches, and
parents.

He gathered a group of children who had never played soccer
before and formed a team with the NWDYC as a sponsor. There
were many new challenges - parents with limited finances and
time to assist with practice, youth unfamiliar with soccer, and
young people who had not played on a team under the direction
of a coach.

In the spring of 2018, thanks in large part to a Hitachi grant, the
number of soccer teams grew from one to four, grouped by age.
Forty-eight boys and girls participated in a 10-week program.
Parents were actively involved with weekly practices and
assisted during games.
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In 2018, 50 youth registered to participate in the 4-week SAYA day camp. Youth
ranged in age from 5 to 12 years and participated in daily enrichment which included
learning effective mechanisms to identify and counteract bullying, spiritual
development, performing arts, English language arts and mathematics skills.

A variety of physical activities were also offered, providing daily opportunities for
youth to exercise, build teamwork, and sportsmanship skills. Soccer, dance, gym,
and recess were complemented with Friday field trips. Campers participated in
Rhythm and Reading on the Detroit Riverfront, spent the day at Zap Zone, and
attending a film screening of Hotel Transylvania. The camp culminated with a SAYA
showcase where students could display the dance, acting, art and math skills they
developed over the course of the summer.

Partnerships made many facets of SAYA possible in 2018. The Meet Up and Eat Up
program supplemented meals provided for all youth. St. Francis of Assisi Ann Arbor
supported daily breakfast. Scholarships were made available to 55% of families with
a student enrolled thanks to grants secured by the NWDYC, who also supported the
camps program operations.  Christ the King Catholic School opened their doors to
host this year's camp. Detroit Police Department's Junior Cadet program provided
assistants which afforded SAYA additional staff support and capacity.

SUMMER ACTIVITIES FOR YOUTH ACHIEVEMENT
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Ninety-seven youth registered to participate in the 4 weeks O'Hair Park Summer
Program in 2018. Youth participants participated in a variety of physical activities in
this sports camp.  Basketball, soccer, cheer-leading, dance, flag football, and African
Dance returned this year. Drumline, volleyball, kickball, and dodge ball were new
additions to programming offered in 2018. 

Daily opportunities for youth to exercise, build teamwork, and sportsmanship skills
were complemented with Friday field trips. Campers visited the Detroit Institute of
Arts, the Red Oaks Water Park, and Air Time Trampoline Park. Family Fun Day brought
the camp to a close and brought camp families and the O'Hair Park community
together to showcase the skills youth developed. Trophies were awarded to winners
of the camp's highly competitive basketball tournament and all camp participants
received certificates.

Partnerships made many facets of the O'Hair Park Summer Program possible in 2018.
Corpus Christi Parish and Henry Ford High School opened their doors to host this
year's camp. Detroit Police Department's Junior Cadet program provided 27 cadets
and 3 supervisors which afforded additional staff support and capacity. Grants secured
by the NWDYC funded camp operations.

O 'HAIR  PARK  SUMMER  PROGRAM
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2018 FINANCIAL STATEMENT
$7,192
Initial Balance

$87,766
Total Income from Grants, Fundraisers, Donations, Fees

$57,157
Total Program and Administration Expenses

$37,801
Designated for 2019 Program Expenses

In 2018, grants were secured from the Adrian Dominican Sisters Ministry, Archdiocese of
Detroit Office of Black Catholic Ministries, Ascension Providence Health Systems, Comerica
Bank, Hitachi Metals Ltd., Daughters of Charity Mission and Ministries, West Midwest Sisters of
Mercy Ministries, and The University of Michigan.

New this year, the NWDYC funded a part time programs coordinator to oversee youth
programming throughout the year.
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COLLABORATIVE
PARTNERS

Adrian Dominican Sisters Ministry
Archdiocese of Detroit Office of Black Catholic Ministries

Ascension Providence Health Systems
Better Men Outreach

Christ the King Catholic School
Comerica Bank

Corpus Christi Parish
Daughters of Charity Mission & Ministries Inc.

Detroit Police Athletic League
Detroit Police Department

Henry Ford High School
Hitachi Metals, Ltd

New St. Paul Head Start Agency, Inc.
O'Hair Park Community Association

St. Francis of Assisi Church, Ann Arbor, MI
University of Michigan

West Midwest Sisters of Mercy Ministries
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SISTER THERESE MACKINNON, D.C. - PRESIDENT 
SISTER ELLEN SCHMITZ, O.P. - VICE PRESIDENT
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