
It’s the first full week in September, so it is time for the first Falcon Forum of the year! We are
very excited to share the images and stories of what has been going on at United Faith. I can
hardly believe it has almost been 4 weeks already! 

Families often ask me about the true value of a Christian education. While it is an educational
investment, the true value lies beyond the academically rigorous holistic education for the mind,
body, and soul. The value comes in life transformation; in teaching children to love the Lord with
all their heart, mind, and soul and to love their neighbor as they love themselves; in discipling
and equipping children to fulfill their calling in the Great Commission; and in helping them to truly
understand that they are “fearfully and wonderfully made” by a loving God who wants to be in a
relationship with them! To have the children of United Faith graduate and go off to college as
well-educated, confident, young believers who can stand strong in their faith and lead in a loving
manner, is our highest goal! 

Along that same thought, our Chapels this week talked about habits as subconscious choices;
some of which can be good or bad. However, through a relationship with Jesus, we desire to
change and are able to change. Because we can do all things through Christ Who strengthens us
(Philippians 4:13), we become transformed and empowered just by spending time in His
presence! I encourage you to make time to be with Him and let Him transform your life!

     S e r v e                             L e a d                             S u c c e e d

A NOTE FROM DR. BLUMENTHAL

 FALCON FORUM
M o n t h l y  N e w s l e t t e r
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Falcon Community Award Winners
DEAN OF STUDENTS

Each month, we will recognize 4 students (Preschool, Lower School, Middle School, and
High School) as our Falcon Community Award Winners. These students were
nominated by their teachers/staff for displaying outstanding community attributes
throughout the school day. They will receive recognition in the Falcon Forum, UFCA
Social Media, and the morning announcements. Below are our winners for August: 

Jackie has been awesome since starting back to preschool. He is eager to work math and phonics
everyday and does note give up. Jackie keeps pushing hard work until he gets it. And always has a
positive attitude and is willing to help. So proud of how much he has grown.

He has been very helpful in Art class. He helps his classmates clean up and makes sure they have all
of their supplies in their boxes.

Alex has a wonderful way of instructing and encouraging other students who are trying to learn new
things. I have seen this as he helps students during Commons as he teaches basketball skills and with
drawing. I am very proud of his willingness to serve his peers in this way!

Aubrey has volunteered to provide her class notes to students needing such. I am beyond impressed
with her willingness to help out in this way. 

Preschool - Jackie R.

Lower School - Jordan H.

Middle School - Alex T.

High School - Aubrey S.

FROM THE DESK OF 
THE DEAN OF ACADEMICS
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Welcome to the 2022-23 school year! The first three weeks are behind us, and our children are
settling into their routines. Both new and returning staff members have been pouring their
academic passions into their students. It has been a delight to look into classrooms and see
children engaging in discussions, working on projects, and doing presentations. As we spend this
year diving deep into why "Choices Matter," I encourage you to discuss that theme at home as
well. Why does it matter if your children choose not to study for tests or complete assignments?
Why does their choice of music, tv, or friends matter? And, most importantly, why does their
worldview choice matter? I look forward to supporting your children as they ponder our theme
and apply it to their academics and their lives. Feel free to reach out to me with any questions
you may have regarding classes or content; I am happy to help in any way I can.  



Serve, Lead, Succeed. One of the ways that we succeed here at UFCA is from partnership from
people like YOU! 

This year we are hoping for 100% participation from our families in our Annual Giving Campaign.
This campaign allows us as a school to serve our families from a place of prosperity, rather
than a place of need. 

Many students in the Charlotte area would love to attend United Faith but are limited financially.
One of the purposes of our yearly annual fund is to provide financial assistance to some of
these families in order to make their dreams of attending UFCA come true! 

Please prayerfully considering partnering with us and contributing to our Annual Fund
Campaign. You can scan the QR code below, or call the school office for other ways to donate. 

Welcome back to school Falcons! We are so blessed to have your laughter and conversations fill
the halls and classroom of United Faith Christian Academy. 

We are still accepting applications for the 2022-2023 school year. Please let your family
members and friends know they can email Mireidy Carthen at admissions@ufca.org to schedule
their tour today. We will also be participating in a school fair in the Fall, more details to follow. 

New families, please submit your family selfies to admissions@ufca.org. We are so happy to
have you join the Falcon Family this year!
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Opportunity to Partner with United Faith 

ADMISSIONS

https://bngn.blackbaud.school/?id=3ittbs01fay#/home/
mailto:admissions@ufca.org
mailto:admissions@ufca.org


Preschool is popping with bubbles at recess ! Our newest
Preschool Falcon Abigail stopped by to say hello. Abigail
has had an awesome week and is ready to enjoy
exploring the next adventure! 

PRESCHOOL
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BE THE BLESSING BUDDY TIME

Kindergarteners were chalking up
some fun, getting to know their
buddies!

3rd and 10th grade buddies
had some time to get to
know each other, as old
buddies from previous years
were reunited and new
students met their buddies
for the first time. The
children are very excited to
learn, play and serve
together this year. Click here
to see more pictures. 

In Preschool Library we are learning the ABC's of the Bible - A is
for Angel, B is for Bible, C is for Cross... Some of our little ones are
a little scared at first when they see the Library, but are getting a
little more comfortable each week.

https://photos.app.goo.gl/vsRzhT8kdrgSWfTH8


First graders had a blast designing their plan and building Lego Robots. Click here to view more  
pictures of this fun assignment. 
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In third grade students are learning all about the Solar System. They created their own mobiles
to memorize the order of the planets and have had fun measuring out the distance between
planets. Outside, they had the opportunity to become the planets by following chalk orbits
around a "sun," as they both rotated and revolved (and got very, very dizzy). Children also
learned about how people all around the world have imagined pictures in the stars by
connecting them and designed their own constellations. Click here to view more pictures. 

In fifth grade the
students are

creating crystals
and observing their
growth in science.

LOWER SCHOOL 

In Library our Lower School students have been learning about how
choices matter. First we learned about Eve eating the forbidden fruit,
then Noah being God's helper. This week we will focus on telling the
truth as we learn about Jacob and Esau. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Gd98LWaRFZoz6ruVA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/dBsuARgW6ot2wZK49
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The 7th and 8th graders are learning how science is conducted and to practice the scientific
method we will test the flavors of skittles with our nose pinched shut and if double stuffed oreos
are actually double stuffed amongst other things.   

Welcome Middle School Families! We are happy to be back and excited for an outstanding
school year! Your children are doing a great job thus far, and it has been exciting to see them
back in the classrooms after the summer break.  

We have had some transitions this year in teaching staff, and I am so grateful for the teachers
God has sent to us! We have a great team! Welcome to Mr. Clark (history) and Mr. Mejia (Bible
and MS Music Fusion). Thank you to Mrs. Noel for the help in the math department! What a
blessing to have you continue to demonstrate your willingness to serve!

Middle School English has started with some great creativity and critical thinking! Students
began the year by analyzing the school's theme verse (Proverbs 13:20) and creating an image to
demonstrate what they pictured from the verse. I love to see their creativity! Students also came
up with some great poetry to start the year. Their "I AM" poems were outstanding!

MIDDLE SCHOOL 



HIGH SCHOOL 
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We're off to a great start in the High
School, including both some new teachers
and a good number of new students! We're
especially thrilled to have four German
foreign exchange students - in both getting
to know them and having them in class.
We're also excited to have an entirely new
course offering this year, that being
Psychology with Mrs. Harvey - which is fast
becoming the most sought after elective.
We're also excited to have an increasing
number of students enrolled here at UFCA,
most especially in our Junior class. We're
pleased to have Mr. Clark join us in
teaching American History to most of the
juniors, as most of his responsibilities are in
the Middle School. We're also thankful for
the spiritual leadership being provided by
Mr. Stoiano - which was clearly evidenced
at our recent Retreat. We're a tight group
of teachers up here on the top floor, and
fully dedicated to positioning our students
for success. 

SPIRITUAL LIFE
This year our high school and middle school students went to Awanita retreat center in Marietta,
South Carolina. The feedback from our seniors was that it was the best retreat ever. The
students had a great time swimming and boating at the lake, taking Hummer rides, horseback
riding, and making s'mores around a campfire. During our retreat chapels, the students heard
from Pastor Mike Atkins, who reminded the children that they are 1) created by God and 2) loved
by God. Those two facts alone have a tremendous impact on life! He followed up with a final
devotion on being a light and drawing others to Jesus. We look forward to hearing from Pastor
Mike again later in the school year. Our first Serve Day will be September 29, when all middle
and high school students will travel to Samaritan's Feet. Be on the lookout for an email with
registration information. In the meantime click here to view more pictures from retreat! 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/AKC66JZ8VExS1JMt8


MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS

We're ready for the new year in Student Government! Now meet our SGO Officers for the 2022-
2023 school year; we're so excited to have them on board!

Caleb - President, 
Camyl - Vice President, 

Olivia - Secretary, 
Nathan A. - Chaplain/Treasurer

Miriam - Falcon News Coordinator
Jack T. - MS President

Save the Date:
SGO will host See you at the Pole on Wednesday, September 28th!

Scheduled Spirit Nights:
September 14th @ Chic-fil-A Waverly - Mobile Orders only

Last call for remaining openings! Have you been on the fence about at school private
music lessons for your child? Please go here to find an opening or to put your child on
the waiting list!

"My Dog Has Fleas!" Ask your fifth grader what that phrase is all about! The 5th grade Ukulele
Band is steadily improving. Twice a week, they pluck, strum, sing and earn their callouses! (You
can ask them about that too!) Be on the lookout for some video clips so you too can share in the
joy of the music world's most diminutive instrument making waves at UFCA!
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT "SGO"

NO DRAMA THEATRE COMPANY
The high school No Drama Theatre Company
has been getting to know each other,
practicing improv scenes and preparing to
audition for their roles! We have chosen a
very exciting show for our 11 cast members,
however the title will remain a mystery until
after auditions! Stay tuned!”

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmb2btd501EStXlz4J1j_EYO9elYjtjCPEMPobsklwHH6zNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


In lego robotics this semester we are having a lot of fun building. The first build was Kiki the dog,
telling a story with the way they coded Kiki. They had a race with the second build Hopper - I
think this has been the favorite so far. Last week they built two variations of a trash grabber.
They had to test the grabber seeing what types of trash they could pick up. They were a little
surprised with what they could and couldn't pick up. Before the test they had to predict if the
trash item would be picked up - some were right on. 

We have been learning about digital footprints, Identity theft, and how to know what clickbait is.
While learning about Identity theft, we had a guest speaker, John Hall, with Identity Shield give
us some tips on how to protect our identity.  Students in this class will be starting Dave Ramsey's
Financial Peace next week. Their first homework assignment is to prove they have a bank
account in their name. 

LEGO ROBOTICS

LIFE SKILLS

HIGH SCHOOL ART HISTORY 

2nd - 5th grade Computer:  We have been learning Digital Citizenship.
First we learned about Digital Footprints, then we learned how
important it is to balance our daily lives and limit our use of
electronics.
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Art History is learning about art from the literal
beginning of History. The class discovered a hidden
cave (in the Art Kiln room) and practiced making art
the way humans made art before the written word.
They discovered the difficulty to paint without
brushes or electricity. Alex tried his hand at a simple
stick figure.  

6th and 7th grade Computer Skills:  We have been learning
Digital Citizenship. We will finish our digital citizenship lessons
next week. We will be starting a couple small projects by
learning how to add "bells and whistles" to our projects and
seeing our creative side when we create a PowerPoint with the
school-wide bible verse: Proverbs 13:20 Walk with the wise and
become wise; associate with fools and get in trouble.



COLLEGE GUIDANCE
Upcoming Events:

September 11,  1-6 PM   NACAC Virtual College Signature Fair 

September 13, 6:30 PM   Senior Parent Information Night at UFCA Room 303

September 13, College Application Process for Seniors (In Classroom)

September 21, 6:30 PM    College Application Process for Parents (Virtual)

September 23, 7:30 AM - 4:30 PM  Cybersecurity Field Trip, Montreat College (9-12th grades)

September 26, 6-8 PM  Christian College Fair @ Charlotte Christian School 

September 27,  6:30 PM   Finances of Attending College Event from CFNC (High School)

Friday, Sept 23rd Teacher Workday Field Trip for High School Students 

 
 

7:30 am - 4:30 pm
***updated departure and arrival times***

If you would like to secure a seat on this field trip, send an email to tonya.bronson@ufca.org with
your interest. 

Montreat College in Black Mountain, NC (2+ hours drive) is hosting a Cyber Security Discovery
Day for interested high school students. Details here. 

Athletic Director and Dean of Students, RJ Pridgeon, and I have offered to chaperone a small
group of students for this field trip. We will drive the school van and can take up to 10 students.
The event is free and lunch is provided. It's a 2+ hour road trip to Montreat. We need to plan to
leave UFCA at 6:30 AM and will return as close to 5 PM as possible on Friday, September 23.  

Please note: this event is open to the public and families are welcome to attend on their own. You
can register if you would like to take your child and experience Montreat as a family. A general
campus tour and admissions information is also included. Montreat offers generous merit aid to
our UFCA graduates. 
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Follow UFCA on social media

https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/attend-virtual-college-fairs/
https://www.montreat.edu/admissions/undergraduate/visit/cybersecurity-discovery-day/
https://www.findyourchristiancollege.com/college-fairs/charlotte-nc-christian-college-fair
mailto:tonya.bronson@ufca.org
mailto:tonya.bronson@ufca.org?subject=Montreat%20College%20Discovery%20Day%20Field%20Trip&body=I%27m%20interested%20in%20attending.%20Please%20add%20me%20to%20your%20list.%20
https://www.montreat.edu/admissions/undergraduate/visit/cybersecurity-discovery-day/
https://www.montreat.edu/admissions/undergraduate/visit/cybersecurity-discovery-day/
https://www.facebook.com/unitedfaithchristianacademy/
https://www.instagram.com/uffalcons/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/united-faith-christian-academy/
https://www.pinterest.com/gotunitedfaith/
https://twitter.com/UFFalcons


 

Volleyball Update - Our Varsity Volleyball team has grown tremendously with 11 young ladies who are
competing and getting better everyday. Under the leadership of our new coach, Makayla Adams, our
team worked hard the entire month of July, including camp, and have continued to improve daily. We are
excited to see the growth of our team and our program., including 7 who plan to return next year. Senior
Jami Caldwell hopes to return to all-conference status after obtaining this accolade in her junior season.
They earned their first win of the season on Tuesday, September 6th against Grace Academy. Be sure to
support the Lady Falcons for the remainder of the season.

Cross Country Update - The Falcon Cross Country team has hit the ground running with five dedicated
members of the program and a brand new Head Coach. Of the five member team, 2 are returning from
last year and 3 are brand new to the sport. Coach Larry is impressed by their progress in such a short
time and expecting a great season. Senior Caleb Blumenthal looks to have a big year after a top 10 finish
in the state last year. The Falcons are gearing up for their annual home meet on Monday, September 12th
at McAlpine Park. Middle School will begin at 4pm and the Varsity races will follow.

Youth Sports Program
This week, we kicked off our Youth Sports program. In an effort to develop our programs internally and
provide an opportunity for our younger students to get active in sports, we will be offering volleyball,
basketball, and soccer for 1st through 8th grade students. Under the leadership of our varsity coaches and
varsity players, we are excited about pouring into our younger students through sports. If you are
interested in supporting, donating, or receiving more information, please reach out to our Athletic Director,
Coach RJ, at rj.pridgeon@ufca.org. Click here to see more pictures.

We have partnered with HomeTown Ticketing as our ticketing platform for our home games. In order to
provide an improved guest experience, all of home game tickets will be facilitated online or through the
HomeTown Fan app on your smartphone. You can download the app, create an account and search for
"United Faith" to access tickets for our upcoming home games. You can also click HERE to access the
tickets through our website.

ATHLETICS
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mailto:rj.pridgeon@ufca.org
https://photos.app.goo.gl/iprDyoda6ymAQ7Gv9
https://ufca.hometownticketing.com/embed/all

