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On the cover ~
Three Joyces:
Outgoing President, Joyce Rogers; 
New President, Joyce Hooper
International President, Barbara Joyce Condon

Above: Two Presidents make a grand entry
Below: Two GFWC Leaders, Joyce and Joyce



Let’s Make it a 
Date!

June 25, 2016
LEADS seminar held at GFWC In-
ternational Convention, Baltimore, 
MD 

June 25-29, 2016
126th GFWC International Con-
vention, Baltimore

September 16 - 18, 2016
Western States Region, Red Lion 
Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah
contact VERLEEN_HARDMAN@
YAHOO.COM.

September 23 - 24: 
GFWC of Montana Fall Board 
Meeting, Missoula
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  Montana Memory Project update

   To view the Montana Woman magazine via the internet, go to montanamemory.org website. Type The Montana 
Woman in the search box on the site, hit enter or OK, and scroll down.  You should see our magazines from 1921 
thru 1993. The Library folks have been working hard to get it up to date and we are getting close.  We have been 
assured that the issues currently being published can be transferred easily to this website to ensure continued 
access.

  What Have We Done!
 Statistics: boring, boring, boring.  Absolutely and yet they are a 
measure of who we are and what we accomplish as a club, district, state, 
region, and organization.
 One of the duties of the State President is to send an Annual Re-
port to GFWC International.  The report must compile statistics as re-
ported by our clubs, projects of merit, fundraising work, and any special 
projects done at the State level.  What we send is combined with all other 
states and reported as a grand total at the International Convention. 
 Until you actually sit down and add up all the numbers, it doesn’t 
seem important.  Why do we need to do it?  We did the work, we raised 
the money, we used it for good things, we know what we did.  Does any-
one else? 
   I believe these statistics are one of the most important tools to 
use in recruiting new members.  Having this information tells people who 
we are, what we believe and all the things we accomplish.   Accomplish-
ments count so here are some statistics you can share for the 2014-2016 
administration.  These numbers are for the two years added together.  
 With 590 members and about half the 26 clubs reporting we did 
743 projects, had 47,543 volunteer hours, raised $613,176 with fundrais-
ing projects, donated $301,184 dollars to our communities, spent $20,166 
in advancement areas, and members read over 550 books. 
 We did 46 Domestic Violence and Awareness projects, 40 Advo-
cates for Children projects, 62 Arts projects, 42 Conservation projects, 
133 Education projects, 119 Home Life projects, supported over 20 In-
ternational Outreach programs, 82 Communications and Public Relations 
projects, and worked on 100 fundraising projects. 
 GFWC of Montana as a whole applied for and used a $1500 Li-
brary Grant to digitize our Montana Woman magazines for website view-
ing.  We fundraised for two years and raised over $12,000 for anticoagu-
lation blood monitors.  

THESE STATISTICS TELL US THAT WE ARE A HARD WORKING 
AND SUCCESSFUL ORGANIZATION .     DO THE WORK, REPORT, 
AND MOST OF ALL----BE PROUD.
 



Bylaw Change
     Bylaws as proposed in the Spring 2016 Montana Woman were passed as printed.  In addition, 
another bylaw was proposed on the Convention floor and passed unanimously by the convention 
delegates.  The bylaws will be printed in the Fall Issue of the 2016-2018 Administration with all 
the changes.  The  previously unpublished amendment as it now reads is:  
Article IX Committees, Section 9.1 Standing Committees
 A. Budget and Finance  This committee shall be composed of five members:  The Chairman, the 
President and Treasurer as ex-officio members and two appointed members who shall not be mem-
bers of the Executive Committee and who would represent each of the districts not represented by 
the Budget and Finance Committee.

From the President
This is the time to ask, 
“Did we look good in 
our hats?   Where did all 
the time go?   What have 
we accomplished in the 
last two years?  Are we 
proud of what we did?  Is 
our glass half full or half 
empty in club work?”   I 
am a pessimist by nature.   
Even so, my glass is full 

to the top.  You have accomplished so much. A few 
highlights for me were:
 I had a real blast at the Biennial Convention in 
Helena.  Even the dreaded proposed bylaws went well.  
With a bit of compromise and  working together we got 
the work done.   Special thanks to all the Chairmen, the 
Executive Committee, and the officers that have served 
in their Districts and Clubs for two years and contrib-
uted so much to our state meetings.   Thank you, Mary 
Lou Hermes and Roberta Burruss for your preparations 
for the  lovely memorial service.  It was moving and 
beautiful to have club members speak about their lost 
members and friends .  
 Information and Awards were highlighted at the 
Spring Convention by our chairman.   As happens, not 
all chairmen were able to attend or send reports so some 
of our wonderful projects were not acknowledged.   Life 
get in the way and it cannot be helped.
 Read the statistics in the article What We Did 
In 2014-2016.  Your club contributed.  If you sent re-
ports, thank you so much; if you did not, resolve to send 

them next year.  About half of the clubs sent reports. 
Wouldn’t our stats be even more impressive if with ev-
eryone reported?  Montana clubs continue to work in 
their communities and contribute their time and their 
money to improve the lives of others.   We  make a dif-
ference.  
 Almost all of our Montana Woman magazines 
are on the montanamemory.org website. 
 You wore your hats and gave with your hearts 
to your communities and your state organization in the 
2014-2016 administration. Your support for the blood 
anti-coagulation heart monitors touched my heart.  
Now we will take off our hats -- but keep our hearts -- 
and go Soaring with Eagles with Joyce Hooper and our 
new leaders into another two years of successful work.  
Congratulations and warm wishes to this incoming ad-
ministration.  
 An unknown author said “Life is like a wave-
Some will catch it and others will bail out”    Catching 
the wave and wearing my GFWC hat has been sensa-
tional, not always easy, but I am so glad that I was able 
to have this experience.  
 I leave you with my profound thanks and a 
quote from Edward Everett Hale.  “I am only one, but 
still I am one.  I cannot do everything, but still I can do 
something.  And because I cannot do everything, I will 
not refuse to do the something that I can do.”   

Joyce
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     I want to start off by saying THANK YOU to ev-
eryone who helped with the fundraising for the GFWC 
Montana President’s Special Project, YOU made my 
job extremely easy.   Almost every club participated in 
selling raffle tickets, or simply sent in donations.  
What makes me most happy is that all of the winners are 
special people to someone in GFWC Montana.  Myrna 
Allen, Nancy Hanford’s neighbor, won $500.   It paid 
off to buy your ticket from Linda Sinerius.  Her mother, 
Ann Johnson, won the diamond necklace, and friend 
Doug Martin won the winter trilogy picture.  Karen 
Durfey, GFWC Billings Junior club member won the 
Bob Galbraith/ SSW framed prints.   GFWC Miles City 
club member,  Dorothy Murnin, won “Pumper” the 
Rocking Horse.  I hope everyone loved their prize.      
     On Friday, June 17th, 2016,  President Joyce Rogers 
and I headed to Missoula to meet with Fran Albrecht for 
lunch and to present her with the check for $12,721.10 

(the total raised by the GFWC Montana Clubs over the 
past two years).  Fran had other plans.   Joyce and I 
were taken to the International Heart Institute Suite at 
St. Joseph’s Hospital where the women from the an-
ti-coagulation center were waiting to celebrate our do-
nation.  Fran then made a presentation of our total do-
nation, $22,721.10, which included the matching funds 
from the Providence Montana Health Foundation.    
     Joyce and I were surrounded by over a dozen women 
introducing themselves, given us hugs, and thanking us 
for our gift before going to the anti-coagulation unit to 
meet the nurses who work with the patients, one on one. 
The entire day was amazing, and I have all of you to 
thank for it. YOU, the women of GFWC Montana made 
this amazing gift possible.  YOU have helped many de-
serving people who simply cannot afford the treatment 
their doctors have determined they need.  Without YOU 
many of these people would not get what they need, 
and could possibly die.  YOU have saved lives.
     Many of you know that I’m  an artist, I focus on 
the art of everything I do.  Pablo Picasso is one of my 
favorite artists because he reminds me to be childlike.  
One of my favorite quotes from Picasso is, “The mean-
ing of life is to find your gift.  The purpose of  life is to 
give it away.”  I thank you all for giving away your gifts 
in GFWC Montana.  I’m proud to call you all friends.

From Anne’s Heart

5
Two members of the International Heart Institute receive a check from President 
Joyce Rogers, Chairman Anne Loveless, and Fran Albrecht,  Providence Mon-
tana Health Foundation Director.
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The 2016 Convention:
Celebrating the First Joyce (Rogers) Biennium, 

Initiating the Second Joyce (Hooper) Biennium

Babs has the moves!
Joyce Hooper watches those moves
Then everybody dances!

    Special convention guest, International President 
Babs Condon, loves dancing. Not only for herself - she 
loves to get everybody moving, and she accomplished 
that at the Friday dinner. She was expected to inspire 
the convention with words, and she did that - with her 
message, Music is the Soundtrack of your life, just be-
fore she got everybody to their feet to dance with her. 

   Before the dinner, time to visit - and buy 50/50 tickets, of course. 
At upper left, Debbie Heckman and Debbi Kirschbaum are selling to the table in the rear.  
At the front table, waiting to buy the winning ticket are Billings Jr members.



April 2016 Convention
    The 2016 Biennial Convention started out with a 
BANG, and not just from the official GFWC Montana 
gavel.   International President Babs Condon was our 
GFWC of Montana Biennial Convention Special Guest 
Speaker and Installation Officer.  She brought greet-
ings from Headquarters, had us dancing to the music 
on Friday night during her talk Music is the Soundtrack 
of Your Life and Installed the 2016-2018 District and 
State Officers on Saturday night using a basket and 
twigs to build an eagle’s nest.  Her energy and obvious 
dedication to GFWC inspired us all.
    During our convention we elected 2016-2018 state 
officers, reported on the 2014-2016 club projects, 
passed out awards, celebrated club anniversaries,  par-
tied with our friends, mourned the passing of others, 
passed the dreaded bylaw amendments, fundraised with 
raffles and 50/50 drawings, and welcomed 10 first time 
attendees.  We accomplished a lot while we let our hair 
down, took off our hats, and had a Montana good time.
    We did leave on our hats for our Friday Hats and 
Hearts Luncheon.  Our new friend, Fran Albrecht, 
CEO of the Providence Montana Health Foundation 
shared statistics and information about the monitors, 
people that need them, and personal stories about sur-
vivors while keeping us entertained.    She was pre-
sented a check for $10,000+ by Project Chairwoman 
Anne Loveless, who also shared personal stories of her 
father’s passing from heart related issues and the spe-
cial Green Beret she wore to lunch.  Fran then drew the 
names of the winners for the Hats and Hearts Raffle and 
the prizes were handed out.  

    International President Babs spent Saturday after-
noon working with members during a membership 
workshop presented by President Elect Joyce Hooper.  
Membership continually is a concern but everyone took 
home some great information to get members involved.  
    At our Installation Dinner Saturday night we cel-
ebrated the many accomplishments of the 2014-2016 
administration and welcomed the 2016-2018 Elected 
Officers.  President Joyce thanked members for all their 
support during the past two years and with her project.  
2016-2018 GFWC Montana President Joyce Hooper 
gave outgoing President Joyce her past president pin in 
the traditional pinning ceremony.   The attending past 
presidents welcomed President Rogers into the TOPPS 
Club while horsing around and Sandi Conrady nagged 
for dues. (see below).
    During installation, the new officers built an eagle’s 
nest representing the foundation in which the 21016-
2018 administration will need to carry on their work 
with GFWC.  President Joyce Hooper spoke of her 
incoming project, and received the official State Pres-
ident’s pin with the help of all attending  past presi-
dents. Look for more information about this in her first 
Montana Woman coming out soon.  President Hooper 
is ready and excited to “Soar with the Eagles” during 
her term.

Sandi, 
nagging 
for dues
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Fellowship Over Meals Is an Important Part of Conventions

A mostly Bitterroot Table, above
A Fort Benton Table, at right

A Diverse table - Bridger, Thompson Falls, Plains,   
and Missoula.

And the most diverse table of all, with two of our most senior members,  
Marian Hertel and Dorothy Murnin and on the other side of the table, baby  
Elliot Rose with her mother,  her grandmother, and her great grandmother, 
plus a chaperone from Big Timber.

   Spiritual Values Chair, Mary Lou Hermes 
shared a variety of food facts before each 
meal. Among them:
   *Eleanor Roosevelt ate three chocolate 
covered garlic balls every day for most of her 
adult life.
   *A Saudi Arabian woman can get a divorce 
if her husband doesn’t give her coffee.
   *Laws forbidding the sale of sodas on 
Sunday prompted William Garwood to invent 
the ice cream sundae in Evanston, Illinois in 
1875.



Workshop on Membership

A roomful of women share ideas in small 
groups

President Babs Condon kibitzes at each group.

Of course there was an opportunity at the convention to don 
hats for a luncheon with Fran Albrecht as featured speaker, 
reporting on the success of the biennial project. 

A convention is a mixture of idea sharing, deci-
sion making, and inspiration, salted with renewed 
friendships and time set aside for fun.
At right, two presidents show off their hats for the 
hat luncheon. At left, Spiritual Values Chair Mary 
Lou Hermes asks a blessing over a meal.
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     GFWC of Montana lost a sadly large number of club members in the last biennium.
 Those members were honored in a memorial ceremony led by Spiritual Values Advisor Mary Lou Hermes. Each 
person being remembered was represented by a red carnation, placed one flower at a time in a boquet which al-
ready had white flowers, symbolizing those gone long before who made GFWC what it is today, and pink carna-
tions, reprsenting those whose memories are still very much alive in the minds of those remaining. 
   In addition to all of those named at the memorial service we were just notified that Barb Kirschner 2014 Western 
Region Jenny Award winner and longtime Canton Valley clubwoman has recently passed.   Barb presented at the 
2014 Fall Board Meeting in Billings about her experience at GFWC International Jenny Award Winner Pre-
sentation.  Canton Valley Club President for the past 15 years, Doreen Sautter, passed in April.  Doreen had a 
wonderful sense of humor and a great commitment to GFWC.  These amazing women will be missed in their
 clubs and in their communities. 

Bitterroot Club Has a Lot to Celebrate!

The Bitterroot club turned out in force to celebrate the installation of their member, newly elected GFWC of 
Montana President Joyce Hooper. In addition to that, the club received an award for their 100th birthday, 

presented by International President Babs Condon. 
Pictured from left to right: Pat Tibbs, Margaret Sharp, Carole Steigerwalt, Linda Niezgodski, Becky Grimm, 
Babs Condon, Barbara Plakke, Janice Bailey, Joyce Rogers, Cathy McCormick, Linda Stefani, Linda Sinerius,
Roberta Burruss,  Front Row, Joyce Hooper, Karen Hoyt, Barbara Harrison.

Memorial Mentions Many Names

Helena member Joyce DeCunzo names 
deceased members from her club. 
Spiritual Values Chair Mary Lou Hermes 
stands by.

   Roberta Burress  
arranged the blooms as 
they were presented. 

The finished  bouquet later 
brought another contribution 
for the heart fund.
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   Conservation Chair Karen Gustavsen is pictured 
above giving an award to Toni Molinario of Fort Ben-
ton Woman’s Club for their collaboration with the Bu-
reau of Land Management and a local Girl Scout troop 
to clean sections of the River’s Edge Trail in town, after 
training sessions with the girls about roadside safety.

Conservation Community Service
Fifty Percent of GFWC Montana clubs reported Con-
servation projects during this administration! Projects 
were reported in recycling, animal shelters, beautifica-
tion, land maintenance, highway cleanup,community 
gardens and wildlife protection. 

    International Outreach Chair, Linda Pickard, gave out 
awards to several clubs for their efforts. For the “Free 
the Girls project, GFWC Miles City Woman’s Club was 
recognized for collecting o er 75 bras and GFWC Big 
Timber Woman’s Club that collected 80 bras. 
    In the above picture, Marsha Price, standing in for 
Linda, is presentinga certificate to Rae Proctor, of 
GFWC of Missoula, in recognition of that club’s an-
nual luncheon for University of Montana International 
students.

International Outreach

Toni Scully, Communi-
ty Improvement Chair, 
announces an award to 
GFWC Miles City Wom-
an’s Club for their con-
tinued support of the a 
mental health clinic in the 
historic Ursuline Convent 
of Miles City.

Sandi Conrady wore her favorite 
Nurse uniform, cape, and hat to 
share her experiences with the 
Shot at Life Champion work-
shop she attended in Washington 
DC earlier this year.  

Awards are in Important Part of a Biennial Convention

Education Chairman Sandy Conrady 
is giving Linda Altwine of the GFWC 
Billings Jr. Club an award for their 
Books for Babies program.
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A Second Joyce Soars Into Office
on Eagle’s Wings

Presenting your slate of new officers!
President Joyce Hooper, International President Babs Condon, President Elect Joyce DeCunzo, First Vice Presi-
dent Florence Diede, Recording Sscretary, Marsha Price,  Treasrer Karen Gustavsen

Each incoming officer was presented an eagle picture and was invited to place a stick in the 
eagle nest. Above, Marsha Price displays her eagle picture. At right, Joyce DeCunzo places 
her contribution to the nest.

     During the traditional passing of the State President’s pin, 
each Past President offered advice to the new President.   The pin 
passed through the hands of former presidents: L to R, Sandi Con-
rady, Dixie Hertel, Adina Fox, Cheryl Martin, Vurnie Kay Barnett 
(giving her advice with the microphone), Nancy Hanford, Joyce 
Rogers and finally to Joyce Hooper who was pinned in the next 
picture.



The newest, Elliot Rose Stokke, and 
the oldest, Dorothy Murnin, try out the 
wonderful rocking horse that was part 
of the grand array of raffle prizes. Doro-
thy had the winning ticket to take the 
pony home.

State Winners, Short Story Contest

Category 1
 1st Saving Rudolph by Kailyn Rominger, 
  Fort Benton
 2nd The Mermaid, by Abby Schwend,  Bridger
Category 2
 1st The American Marine by Jake Morgan, 
  Bridger
 2nd Ninja Stars, by Rainie Halko,
  Fort Benton
Category 3
 1st The Time of My Life, by Aspen Giese,  
  Fort Benton
 2nd The Hiding Place, by Madison Suttorp, 
  Plains
Category 4
 1st The Mighty Swim, by Alana Green, 
  Fort Benton
 2nd This Is War, by Rebekah Trawick, 
  Plains

State Winners, Poetry Contest

Category 1
 1st Footballs, by Brett Evans,  Fort Benton
Category 2
 1st Wolves, by Elizabeth Beard, Bridger
Category 3
 1st A Good Morning, by Heather Pease,  Fort 
Benton
 2nd Forevermore, by Rayven Huffman, Plains
Category 4
 1st Magnificence, by Logan Ball, Fort Benton

In a writing contest entered by only three GFWC units, 
GFWC of Fort Benton swept the contest, winning first 
place in three of the four short story contests and three 
of the four poetry awards. There were not enough poet-
ry entries to merit awarding second place recognition.

Annual Writing Contest Winners Announced

A Little Horsing 
Around!

Right after Joyce R opens opened a gift horse made of 
recycled metals and jewelry sent from Montana club 
members to be included in this lovely piece of art, 
TOPPS members gallop in on stick horses to claim 
their newest member. 
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Culberson Student Awarded
State Scholarship

     Samantha J. Fellman, a 
  Culbertson High School 
  graduate and first year student
  at Montana State University  
  has been awarded  the 2016  
  GFWC of Montana $500.00 
  scholarship to use in her
 second year of study.   
     Samantha is studying to 
complete the Pre-Veterinary 

Program at MSU, and then attend an out of state Veter-
inary School.   She plans to become a doctor of veteri-
nary science and obtain an Animal Science degree.  She 
has always had animals and her dream is to become a 
veterinarian and return to her Culbertson community to 
practice her craft.
     She says “I live in a rural area of Montana and I have 
learned to understand and respect what agriculture does 
for my community.  Both my parents work in the agri-
culture field and love it.”  She has worked hard during 
the summers and weekends saving money for college.  
Samantha says “college is very important to me and I 
am willing to work very hard to achieve my goals.”
     Samantha’s High School English Teacher  says that 
Samantha is an articulate and motivated speaker, a 
leader in any project, and always an advanced thinker 
interested in learning about the world and how she can 
contribute to the well-being of her community.

The requirements are:
  *resident of Montana, married or unmarried
  *entering sophomore year at a Montana College or 
University
   *GPA of 2.5 or above as of the last year of school
  *demonstrate financial need
  *postmarked March 28, 2017
 
***Editor’s note:  GFWC Montana Scholarship 
Chairman Phyllis Worrell reported that she has had 
some very qualified applications in the last two years.  
Members are encouraged to check with their schools 
and communities for candidates for 2017.    

     Fayth Loveless, Polson Woman’s Club member, 
heads for the finish line and a silver medal at the State 
Special Olympics in Missoula in April. Fayth finished 
the day with three silver medals and one gold. Grandma 
Joyce Rogers was very proud.”

On the Winner’s List!

100! 

Happy Hundredth Birthday to the clubs at Fort 
Benton (top) and Moore ( above)

100 100 100 100 100



Grandmother Cheryl 
Martin introduces Elliot 
Rose Stokke, prospec-
tive new Woman’s Club 
member. She has a run-
ning start on club mem-
bership, this being her 
second state meeting. 
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GFWC Miles City Woman’s Club makes 
Christmas merrier with store:

For more than 30 years, members of the GFWC Miles 
City Woman’s Club have spent the year collecting items 
for gifts, then selling them cheaply to children and 
wrapping the gifts, at the Children’s Christmas Store. 
Members shop garage sales, collect donations from 
stores, buy new items, go through their own posses-
sions, to find gifts that are appropriate for parents, 
grandparents, siblings, teachers, step-parents, aunts and 
uncles, favorite friends and even pets.  The members 
collect items and donations all year.
On the first Saturday in December, the members and 
other volunteers gather to help children between the 
ages of four and ten pick out up to ten gifts and then get 
the gifts wrapped.
Assisting Club members are high school students from 
several high school clubs and individual volunteers.  
The high school students assist the younger shoppers, 
helping keep track of who is to get each gift and adding 
up the total spent, to make sure shoppers don’t go over 
budget.
As one dedicated shopper said to a Woman’s Club 
member, “Your prices are even better than Wal-Mart.”
Prices are intentionally kept very low, ranging from 25¢ 
to an absolute maximum of $5.00.  Gifts are often dec-
orating items or jewelry for moms and grandmothers 
and  more practical items like work gloves and socks 
for dads and grandfathers. 
Many in the community make new purchases at inex-
pensive stores and donate the brand new items to the 
Club.  Club members then price the items at well below 
retail.
Perhaps the most important part of the Store is the gift 
wrapping.  Volunteers wrap and label every gift, so by 
noon on the first Saturday of December, a child’s shop-
ping is not only done, the wrapping is done, too!
An artistic local woman started making gift bags sev-
eral years ago.  She spends her year collecting brown 
paper bags and decorating them with Christmas themes 
using fabric, glitter, stickers and jewels.  The beautiful 
bags come in several sizes, making wrapping even eas-
ier.  The bags are popular both for making the wrapping 
simple and for providing a lovely seasonal decoration.

Submitted by Amorette Allison, secretary,
GFWC Miles City Woman’s Club

The following article came a bit too late for the spring 
edition, but it’s a great report and a great idea. Editor

Another prospective member, Amanda Hermes, great 
granddaughter of Mary Lou Hermes, rode in the Plains 
Day Parade, advertising Plains Woman’s Club’s Books 
for Babies project. Other club members drove four 
wheelers and golf carts decorated to represent other 
projects the club undertakes. 

     Plains Women pose with cookie plates which they 
will deliver to shut-ins in lieu of May Baskets on May 
Day. Each delivery is planned as a leisurly visit. 
Pictured are Pat Farmer, Anita Mitchell, Joy Nel-
son, Glenda Wolverton, Debbie Heckman, Debbi 
Kirschbaum, Jo Carpenter, Mary Egbert, Anna Sparks 
and Kay Nygaard.
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Continuing to Communicate and Letting Go

   Whether your clubs meet during the summer months 
or not, please remember to stay connected to your mem-
bers.  Keeping in touch with members is extremely im-
portant during the entire year, but can be a little harder 
during the times your group is not actively meeting. 
   Social media is again a free option to keeping mem-
bers informed and celebrated. Posting photos after an 
event can share important information about the activ-
ities and events you support and help organize in your 
community. Having a presence on the internet can be 
extremely helpful for membership recruitment.
   As always keep your opinions, views and posts as po-
litically correct as possible if you are representing the 
voice of your club, community or state.  You want your 
message to be positive and inviting. Sharing photos is 
always a great way to share your information.
   Many years ago, GFWC produced a handout titled 
“OUT rageous” . It shares the following information as 
officers go “OUT” of office:

R….Review what your predecessors gave you
     1.Throw out all duplicates and or materals that 

have no real association with the position
           2. Evaluate whether or not what you received 
was helpful
           3. Based on this evaluation, develop a list of  
items that you will pass along to your successor

A….Assume responsibility for preparing for the 
next administration

              1. Update officers and chairman job descriptions
            2. Start a file of current contacts
 

G….Get with it

               1. Use the records from the first year of your ad-
ministration to assist you in preparing the records from 
the second year
            2. it is essential that you include al responsi-
bilities and activities that the successor should be con-
scious of PRIOR to her assuming the position
 

E….Examine, organize, and divide your files into 
two categories:

               1. Files that you wish to save for your personal 
reference
               2. Files that contain procedures, policies, and 
practices that you will pass along to your  successor

O….Openness is a must with your successor
    1. Schedule a meeting with your successor prior 

to your leaving office and her installation
             2. Share your thoughts, insights, and suggestions
              3. Allow her to ask any questions she might have
 

U….Understand that she is different from you
     1. Realize that your successor might never refer 

to or follow the materials that you have prepared for her
                2. Find your inner confidence in the knowledge 
that you have shared your thoughts, materials, files, 
etc., with your successor
 

S….Success is yours…reflect on your achieve-
ments...recognize that it is time to let go.

 
“Letting Go”

When you know that you have done your best;
When you feel a sense of peace and contentment;

When you start looking forward to the next chapter of 
your life…..

 Then it’s time to “let go”….
 to dream anything that you want to dream,

  to do anything that you want to do,
    And to trust in yourself to test your limits!

Living the Volunteer Spirit,
Wendy Carriker
GFWC 2014-2016 Communications
& Public Relations Chairman

On Starting a New Year - 


