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Well had a wonderful time perusing 
Ladoga in the 1900 census, tallying up 
what businesses were there at the time, 
and there were some surprises and just as 
many, “Yep, that makes sense items!”

As far as I know, the most groceries in 
my home town of Waveland was three.  
This happened several times throughout 
its almost 200 years of existence, but 
never more than three.  So, I was sur-
prised that there were so many in Ladoga 
in 1900.  George Haven, Henry Ca-
plinger, the Shackelfords, Ed Barnes, Ed 
and Richard Rose, Frank Barker, tallying 
six groceries.  Wow!

Along with the groceries, I was wowed 
with the number of butchers including John and Benja-
min Zimmerman, along with Jacob McClure, Thomas 
Herron, Elijah Shaw and Sam McDaniel.  Continuing 
in the food line, Ora and his son, Lloyd Coombs had 
a bakery, as did Edward Dixon, and William Johnson.  
However, unless I missed it, I found one and only one 
restaurant, belonging to John and Ida Henry.  Suppose 
the saloons and hotels may have served food as well.  
Hope so otherwise someone coming to town for the day 
might have been lacking in food place choices!  

Don’t really have a plan to compare Waveland and 
Ladoga, but as far as I’ve known, Waveland never had 
but one Hotel and a couple of boarding houses (for only 
about 30 years when the Academy was going strong) at 
a time, so I was in complete shock as both kept tallying 
up as I read the 1900 Ladoga census. Robert Clement, 
Ed Bartholomew, Will McIntire, Job Payne, plus a 
couple landlords, one of those a grocer’s wife (Mattie 
Caplinger) running a nice boarding home, as well.  I 
can’t imagine four hotels plus other places to stay in 
such a small place!  Impressive.

Another item that was interesting was the saloons.  

Up until about 1960 Waveland allowed no liquor 
stores (against the town ordinance) or selling of liquor, 
although a tavern was out of the city limits (still exists 
today) but in Ladoga, George Gardner, William Myers, 
Charles Hodshire, James Pennington, Edward McCa-
rty, Calvin Brookshire, Richard Troutman (along with a 
billiard room), had one, totaling seven in 1900.  

Manufacturers included Jacob Lidikay plus Matthias 
and William Rapp’s well known carriage businesses, 
Moses Payne selling many of those.  William Gill had 
a large tile manufacturing business.  Edward Fuller was 
a marble cutter, as well as Reece Nicholson plus there 
were millers John Lagle and John Hardin.  There were 
also a few tinners listed throughout, Charles Pefley for 
one.  Of course, when someone came to town, they 
had to make sure their horses were taken care of in the 
Davis Livery (shown here – thanks to CDPL for the 
photo). 

Many workers, plasterers, draymen, teamsters, 
blacksmiths, carpenters, brick layers, plasterers and 
there were a great many in electrical work that was just 
spreading heavily in the area.  Of course add teachers 
and preachers in there, too.  

Those with monopolies was the lone 
undertaker, George Case, which may 
not have worked out for him as he was 
found in the next census as a machinist 
(one before as a farmer) in the county 
over from us; Art Critic, QE Atchison; 
Furniture dealer, Robert Wade; Clothing 
(John Wilson); Gunsmith (William Nich-
olson) and Duster and Broom makers 
along with lone nurse, Joseph Tapp and 
shoemaker, Frederick Southern.  

Ready for this? There were also two 
book agents; three doctors and same 
number of attorneys; timber dealers; 
wood choppers; many railroad workers 
and a couple horse dealers; teamsters, 

couple of timber dealers; along with brick makers; 
harness makers; furniture makers; stationary engineers 
(basically, mechanics and many of them); carpenters 
galore; several druggists (including Thomas Foster, 
Thomas Venard and his 25-year-old daughter, Lola); 
salesmen, commercial travelers, bankers and much 
more!  

It was neat to discover in 1900, 37-year-old William 
Mills was postmaster with Wilmer Millard and Fred 
Long rural carriers; S. Shackelford was serving as town 
marshal.  The three “firemen” I’m not sure were town 
employed to fight fires (this would be quite early and 
unusual for that but Ladoga has always been an up and 
coming area so perhaps) or I’d more than think John 
Nicholson, James Byrd, and the other one I couldn’t 
refind were firemen on the railroad to fire the engine). 

Insurance was beginning to be popular, especially fire 
instance and there were some busy agents then (John 
Talbott, Albert Goodbar, Charles Hughes).  Add ped-
dlers, telegraphers and several more then you have the 
make-up of Ladoga in 1900!  Fun evening of perusing 
to ready this article!  Hope you enjoyed! 
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May Feature: A walk through Ladoga businesses in 1900
Karen Bazzani Zach, Montgomery Memories
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Early on, the Ladoga business men 
took-on an important part of the com-
munity, always pushing for the town 
to be better and various pluses to make 
their lives easier, as well, such as in 
1893, they advertised that they did not 
charge the old soldiers anything at all 
to cash their pension checks whereas 
Crawfordsville and Frankfort charged 
25 to 75 cents for cashing the checks.  
“Ladoga businessmen do a fair, honest 
and legitimate business.”  Yet, there 
was a fuss put up in the same newspa-
per saying that the Ladoga Leader had 
“monkey patriotism” and that some of 
the soldiers were worth from $5,000 to 
$50,000, “and there was no reason not 
to charge the soldiers for cashing the 
checks to pay for services like the rest of 
us.”  So, two sides to that story I guess 
but personally, seems pretty nice to me 
whether rich or poor to give them a bit 
of a plus for fighting for our country! 

Even as early as 1889, when baseball 
was becoming quite the craze in the 
area, (every day of every weekend, all 
day long) the Northside businessmen 
would take on the Southside.  Charley 
Fullen and Tom Scott were no slouches 
in the box, but it wasn’t the par needed, 
thus “Talbott made a home run on the third stike and Gene Ashby was the dude in the 
crowd!”  (C’ville Review 6 July 1889).  

Then, in 1894, the businessmen desired and worked to get gas piped into town.  
Another big happening with the businessmen doing a great deal toward was the Horse 
show.  Expectations were about 50 from all the area towns.  Yukky weather presented 
itself and it was questioned whether to go on with the show.  Luckily, they decided to 
do so, the weather cleared and 96 entrants braved the elements and the time to com-
pete.  Local folks were Lon Young, LW Cochran, Dr. Taylor and George Russell and 
James Galloway from nearby.  Young’s Germany coach stallion, Gross won.  In the 
lady’s section winners were Lola and Waneta Grimes.  They won a pattern for a silk 
dress as well as a summer bonnet.  Of course, all the very fine prizes were donated by 
the Ladoga businessmen, “some of them worth going after!” (C’ville Review 12 May 
1894)

The Crawfordsville Review had a touch of humor in the 30 Nov 1895 issue when 
they noted that Tom Carroll had been a Ladoga businessman for 27 years and trav-
eled more than the average man but had never been in more than two stores in 
Crawfordsville!

The year 1896 brought politics and sports together when the Republicans and Dem-

ocrats both provided a speaker in town 
sponsored again by the businessmen and 
afterwards there were bicycle races for 
entertainment.

An interesting view by the businessmen 
was in March of 1900 when the Ladoga 
people decided to get major involved to get 
rid of liquor or as the Weekly said, “banish 
the rum demon in Clark Township.”  Many 
were signing petitions and actively in-
volved in circulating all types of informa-
tion banning anyone new selling liquor for 
the next two years.  The businessmen were 
“strenuously opposed” since they felt it 
would cripple the business in town to close 
saloons and obviously the saloon owners 
were scared to lose their businesses.  Now, 
the ministers, ladies and many citizens 
were on the opposite side. 42 ministerial 
officials out of 44 that were asked signed 
the papers.  This group was combating 
the businessmen by showing that business 
in the town of Waynetown had increased 
since the saloons had been closed down.  

In 1913, the Ladoga businessmen were 
to back the “Lincoln Chautauqua” second 
week of September and would be doing so 
in Greencastle according to the Herald (21 
June 1913).

No specifics about how long Karl C. 
Ullmayer had the bakery (see photo – thanks to Bill Boone) in Ladoga but he had one 
in Kokomo and a very large one at the time of his death in Winter Park, Florida.  An 
avid sportsman, he was fishing with two men on November 10th in 1929 off the south-
east coast of Orlando in what was called the Sebastian Inlet.  Karl caught a huge fish 
but while trying to reel it in, the fish hit the side of the boat, throwing the men into the 
water.  A nearby boat picked Marshall Huff and Joe Lilly up but Ullmayer could not be 
located.  It was the next afternoon before his body was recovered.  He had been in the 
exact place many times before and his was not the only life lost there.  Rest in peace, 
dear past Ladoga citizen, great baker and fisherman! 

A few days before Christmas in 1934, John Hardin passed away.  He and his father 
had had a flour mill at Ladoga for decades and John, a bachelor had lived at the Ladoga 
Hotel for 26 years. 

Ben Mayhall operated a dry goods store in Ladoga many years and had been recently 
connected to the Canning Company just before his death in December of 1936.   

Well, here ya’ have a few Odds & Ends regarding the establishments of earlier years.  
There have been so many businesses in the southeast corner town of Ladoga, some 
there briefly, others there for years and several very nice ones yet today continue to 
invite folks to enter briefly to shop or come to stay!  Go get ‘em Ladogians!! 

Odds & Ends – Collected & Commented on by Karen Bazzani Zach 

This is our county! 
Why not help preserve its history by contributing to Montgomery Memories?

Email Karen Zach: karen.zach@sbcglobal.net      Subject: Montgomery Memories
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For this edition of Nifty at Ninety…we 
meet Dulcenia Lockridge. Dulcenia, born 
on June 3, 1825, was the daughter of Robert 
and Elizabeth “Betsy” Meloan. 

Robert Lockridge was born on May 
28, 1784 in Rockbridge County, Virginia. 
His family, Scots-Irish in origin, migrated 
to Montgomery County, Kentucky in ca. 
1787. He married Betsy on Octber 23, 
1810. Robert died on September 5, 1826. 
The couple’s youngest child was born six 
months later. For nine years after Robert’s 
death, Betsy stayed on their homestead. In 
order to have the land farmed, she enslaved 
two young men (1830 census for Montgom-
ery County, Kentucky). In  1835, she moved 
with her nine children from Kentucky to 
15 miles north of Greencastle, Indiana. The 
1840 Census indicates her two sons, ages 26 
and 13, were farming their land. The 1850 
Census lists that Betsy was living in Franklin, Putnam County, Indiana and her youngest son, 
Robert, farmed. This was true again in 1860. The family’s personal and real estate holdings 
equaled $895k in modern day value. Betsy died on November 21, 1869 and was interred in 
the Forest Hill Cemetery near Greencastle. Her opulent tombstone also served as a monu-
ment to her husband Robert, who was buried in Kentucky. 

  Betsy’s father, Andrew Meloan (1754-1834) served as a Private and Corporal on 
the Maryland Line during the Revolutionary War (Archives of Maryland, Andrew Meloan). 
Reported to be originally from France, the Meloan family immigrated to Maryland and then 
to the Carolina’s before settling in Kentucky. Andrew married Rachel Uzier in ca. 1781. They 
lived for some time in Montgomery County, Kentucky, where Andrew’s father, Jonathon 
died. In 1827, Andrew and Rachel moved to Calloway County, Kentucky where they spent 
the remainder of their lives. Andrew’s brothers, P.O. and John Z., also lived in Calloway 
County (Kentucky U.S. Wills and Probate Records, 1774-1989). Andrew passed in 1834 and 
Rachel died in 1839. They were interred in the Murray City Cemetery.

 We can imagine the life of young Dulcenia, from the time of her birth in the back-
woods of Kentucky never knowing her father, to the wagon ride north at the age of 10 to start 
a new life with her mother and eight siblings in central Indiana. This life taught her the value 
of a close family and hard work. 

 On May 30, 1844, Dulcenia married Thompson Van Meter Ashby. Born on April 

15, 1818 in Shelby County, Kentucky, he 
was the son of Abraham and Elizabeth Ho-
heimer Ashby. Thompson was named after 
his paternal grandfather, Thompson Ashby 
(1768-1814) and his paternal grandmother, 
Letitia Van Meter (1772-1845). Of note is 
the story that as a child, Letitia, also know 
as Letty, survived an Indian attack near 
Boone’s Station, Kentucky (Des Moines 
Tribune, July 4, 1964). When the Ashby’s 
came to Montgomery County, Indiana in 
ca. 1820, grandmother Letitia came with 
them. The family settled in Scott Township, 
where Abraham farmed. He passed away on 
April 1, 1845 at the age of 55. Letitia passed 
just one week later. Mother and son were 
interred at the Ladoga Cemetery.

 By the age of 23, Dulcenia had 
her three children – William Henry (1845-
1929), Robert Lockridge (1847-1929), 

Louise Elizabeth (1849-1936). Per the 1850 Census the family lived in Scott Township. The 
1860 Census tells us that the personal and real estate holdings of the family were worth over 
a half-million dollars in modern day value – quadruple their holdings 10 years earlier. That 
year, Elizabeth, Thompson’s mother, was living with the family. She passed on August 31, 
1878 at the age of 94 and was buried in the Ashby plot at the Ladoga Cemetery.

 In 1869, Louise married James Foster. The couple settled in Scott Township where 
they raised three children. According to the 1870 Census, William and Robert, still at home, 
were attending college. In 1875, Robert married Alice Fordice and they had four children. 
They built a beautiful home at 213 E. Main Street in Ladoga. Robert owned the grain eleva-
tor and was considered one of the town’s “best known business men...” (Bowen). In 1876, 
William married Elizabeth Fordice and they had six children. William worked as a farmer, 
stock dealer, and merchant in the Ladoga area. 

 Thompson died on April 1, 1903 at 84 years of age. He was buried in the Ladoga 
Cemetery next to his grandmother Letitia and his parents Abraham and Elizabeth. During the 
final years of her life, Dulcenia lived in her children’s home. She was living with Louise’s 
family in Ladoga when she died on September 9, 1915. The reasons for death were listed as 
of “Chronic indigestion causing exhaustion” and “extreme age.” Dulcenia was laid to rest 
with other members of the Ashby family in the Ladoga Cemetery. May this woman, whose 
children contributed to early businesses in southeast Montgomery County, rest in peace.

Photo courtesy of K & M via findagrave.com 
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Easy Peezey! Today, you crank 
down the air and grab a cold one. 
Shed a few layers, kick back, and 
relax. Keeping your cool has not 
always been this convenient. Early 
boomers may recollect the “good-ole-
days” were hotter than blue blazes in 
mid-July.

In C-Ville, only Woolworths and 
a few stores on Main Street had 
air conditioning. A huge fan, open 
windows, and the shade of an old 
pin oak tree provided a little reprieve 
from summer’s blast furnace. Out on 
East Delaware Street, I remember 
following the ice truck as it delivered 
25-pound blocks of ice for our ice-
boxes. The driver would grab an ice 
pick and clip off slivers of ice to give 
to us sun-burnt hooligans chasing him 
on our bikes.

It was a giant Hoosier leap forward 
when Mom got her Frigidaire electric 
refrigerator. The freezer was a little 
bit bigger than a shoebox. It was just 
the right size to accommodate two 
ice-cube trays filled with Kool-Aid, a 
convenient step-up from chasing the 
ice truck.

Another advancement toward civi-

lization was in-door plumbing. Jaunts 
down the weeded path to the rickety 
old two-holer disappeared. No more 
doing battle with spiders, wasps, and 
an occasional black snake to do my 
business on a hot summer night. A 
necessity now, in-door plumbing was 
a luxury for us in 1950.

The ultimate luxury purchase for 
the Clore family in 1952 was the 
new-fangled television. We lagged be-
hind the neighbors in purchasing such 
an unnecessary item. Credit cards 
were not yet here. After living through 
the great depression, Mom and Pappy 
shied away from credit.

Delta, my older sister, championed 
the television challenge. She discov-
ered Charlie Hughes’ Appliance Store 
in Ladoga.

Mr. Hughes was very creative in his 
approach to business and credit. He 
would quite literally allow customers 
to buy on time. To pay for the televi-
sion he placed a coin-operated meter 
on the customer’s refrigerator. Each 
week Mom would pump seven quar-
ters into the meter box. That allowed 
the fridge to run for another week. 
Once a month, Mr. Hughes would 

Just For The Fun

stop by and empty the coin box. We 
never missed a payment. If we had 
skipped a payment, the food would 
have spoiled.

Thanks to Mr. Hughes’ ingenuity 
and Sis’ persistence, I was able to 
pollute my childhood with fuzzy 
images of Beanie & Cecil, Hop-
along Cassidy, Roy Rogers, and 
Superman television shows. Later 
came American Band Stand, The 
Twilight Zone, and Steve Allen’s 
Tonight Show.

My buddy, Don Carter, had the 
best reception in Montgomery 
County. His dad was a TV repair-
man with a state-of-the-art antenna 
atop a giant tower.

Mom and Pop Owens bragged 
about having the first color televi-
sion in Romney, Indiana. But when 
we went to check it out, they had 
purchased a rainbow-colored static 
cling that you place over a black 
and white screen. Color stripes did 
not make a color TV.

Well, we have come a long way 
in the past seventy years. Is it prog-
ress? Have we advanced, maybe, 
maybe not?

Today on a hot day in May, I am 
sitting in my air-conditioned studio 
in front of a 27-inch computer 
monitor with high-resolution color. 
There are three televisions in the 
house. One flat-screen TV dwarfs 
the picture window. No longer 
limited to the three networks, I have 
the choice of hundreds of channels. 
Thousands of programs are edu-
cational, entertaining, and full of 
drama. Some are not fit for man or 
beast, not to mention children. End-
less choices are mine. With a push 
of a single button and the sound of 
my voice I can surf the channels. 
How convenient.

The air cranked down to 70º, I 
get ice dispensed right from the 
refrigerator door to chill my Diet 
Coke. Through technology, we 
have achieved maximum coolness, 
comfort, and efficiency.

Keeping that cool is the chal-
lenge. In the 50s, times were calm-
er. We may have been a little on the 
warm side. But we never lost our 
cool the nanosecond the internet 
lost connection.

By Chuck Clore

Photo courtesy of  Chuck Clore
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A tributary of Cornstalk Creek ran through 
the woods at the back of our farm.  I’d 
traipse across the field, careful to avoid 

the planted rows and enter the coolness of 
the shielded green.  All around were newly 
minted saplings and a stand of weathered 
oak and maple.  As I walked, the leaves of 
winter’s past crunched underfoot.  At the 
water’s edge, I listened for what brought 

me there. The creek, which pooled at certain 
points, babbled over rocks at others. Moss, 

softly webbed, inviting in its verdancy, lined 
the bank.  It’s where I positioned myself to 
watch water skimmers do their dance.  Dad 
and I spent lazy summer Saturdays fishing.  
Our favorite spot was where the creek ran 
beneath the bridge on the road to Lado-

ga.  To the south, the water ambled at the 
bottom of a sapling crowded embankment.  
We’d walk from the side of the road, where 
Dad parked in the ditch, to a narrow trail 

Montgomery Memories May 2022 7

Poetry and Puzzles

running along the creek. The overgrowth of 
the embankment to our right and the drop 
off of the water to our left guided us along 

as we struggled, gear in hand, following 
the thin dirt line worn by the many fisher-
man who came before.  Winding beside the 
creek we looked for a large rock or fallen 
log where we’d sit and drop our lines.  Or 
we fished on the north side of the road, 

which was much easier but not nearly as 
much fun.  The area there was completely 
cleared allowing us to walk right up to 

the creek and sit down at its edge.  In time 
Dad got a small boat, and we fished at a 
nearby pond.  The green forms growing up 
from the bottom’s depth brushed the boat 
as it skimmed across the water’s unbroken 
surface, a marvel to me as I imagined the 

goings-on beneath us. Dad taught me how 
to bait a hook, the importance of waiting 

patiently, and what to throw back.  

1 2

Stay tuned next month for the usual –  today, we hope you 
will be thrilled with Joy’s reminiscence with her dad!



Karen’s Kitchen
Karen Bazzani Zach, Montgomery Memories

Wendi Jo Brown on the Ladoga Facebook page was gracious enough to share a couple of super recipes from “A Taste of Memories,” the Ladoga Chris-
tian Church recipe book.

Southern Sweet Potatoes (Rita Stull)
Mix: 3 C. Mashed Sweet Potatoes 
1 C. Sugar
Stick of Butter
2 Beaten Eggs
1 tsp. vanilla 
Mix Well and put in a casserole.

TOPPING (mix together and place on top)
1 Scant C. Light Brown Sugar
1 C. Broken Pecans
1 C. Coconut
1/3 C. Flour
1/3 C. Melted Butter
Bake at 325 for 30 minutes.  
Of course, the other would have to be something sweet, submitted to the above cookbook by Carol Nichols.  Wendi says this is one of their favorite fami-
ly recipes! 

Fresh Apple Cake
In large bowl, beat 2 Eggs with 1 C. Salad Oil until blended.
Add 2 C. Sugar, 1 tsp. vanilla, 1 tsp. baking soda and 1 T. water.  Beat until light and fluffy.  Add 2 C. Flour, 2 tsp Cinnamon, ¼ tsp. Salt and pinch of 
nutmeg.  Beat just until smooth.  Fold in apples and nuts.  Dough will be stuff.  Spread evenly into prepared 9 x 13 pan.  Bake at 350 for 50-60 minutes 
or until toothpick inserted into center comes out clean.  Cool in pan on wire rack.  Cover and store at room temperature at least 24 hours before serving.  
Sprinkle with confectioner’s sugar.  Makes 16 servings.  About 330 calories per serving (well until the icing is added but it makes it even better).  
Icing: Boil (until thick)  ½ C. Brown Sugar – 1 T. Flour – ½ C. Water – ½ C. Butter.  Then add ½ tsp. vanilla 
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This month’s County Connection 
fellow was known by his initials but his 
name was sooo cool.  CHR Anderson 
was born Caleb Henry Renshaw Ander-
son and in Montgomery County - Vir-
ginia that is – on the day after St. Pat’s 
day in 1814.  He passed away 14 May 
in 1886, Montgomery County - Indiana 
that is - and has quite an impressive 
tombstone in the Ladoga Cemetery 
(thanks to Mary S for the nice photo 
from FindAGrave).

His brothers had interesting names to 
go with their common last name, Allen 
Stover and Madison Britz (carrying his 
mother’s maiden name), they being the 
sons of Christiana Britz and Joseph An-
derson.  In August 1837, CHR married 
Barbara Lake and they were just shy of 
their 50th anniversary at his death.  She 
lived almost another 25 years, passing 
away at age 94.  About a year after they 
wed, they came to the Southeastern part 
of Montgomery County to Ladoga and 
there they remained for the rest of their 
lives.  

As his main occupation, CHR 
remained for years as a carpenter, spe-
cializing in cabinet making; however, 
when he came here he became a miller 
and did some farming.  At times, he 
did flour milling, and delved in other 
areas, as well.  Madison Britz farmed in 
our area and manufactured molasses while Allen lived and died in Brown County, 
was a farmer and brick layer and their other brother, Charles Lewis was a doctor in 
Santa Cruz, California.  Truly, these fellows were quite versatile.  

Amanda Jane was born 13 Feb 1841 first married David R. Knox; they had a 
daughter, Emma Rue Knox.  David served in the Civil War, as an Ensign in Co G 
11th Indiana (born 15 July 1832) but passed away not long after the war (11 Sept 
1866).  CHR gave surety for Amanda to remain Emma Rue’s (makes ya’ wonder if 
her father’s middle name is that) guardian when Amanda married William B. Gill 

in 1870.  He raised her until Emma Rue 
married Muter M. Bachelder.  They 
were quite happy together, he a prom-
ising young lawyer, until sadly she 
developed a lung condition that took 
her quickly in 1896.  Muter was found 
in the 1900 census with their chil-
dren (Harold and William Bachelder) 
living with Amanda and William B. 
Gill.   Emma Rue is buried in Ladoga 
with the Gill’s and her birth father who 
barely got to know her buried not too 
far away.  

Emily on her death record was actu-
ally listed as dying of old age but just 
a few days past 86.  She was born the 
very last day of 1842 and also married 
into the Knox family, James C. who 
was also a Civil War soldier, serv-
ing twice, first in Co D 58th Indiana 
Infantry then serving as a Capt. in the 
4th Calvary.  He received his pension 
for many years before his death and she 
after he passed.  Their only child barely 
made the 1870 census (born April 12, 
1869) passing away August 12th 1870, 
just after it was taken.

Now, Barbara’s death record noted 
something I don’t think I’ve ever seen 
before, stating she “had no disease, but 
just wore out.”  She was the daughter 
of Timothy and Mary Magdalena (Coff-
man) Lake and was born in Botetourt 

County, VA.  Her father was in the War of 1812 (Pvt 48th Virginia) who had 
moved to Indiana but in 1869 went back for a visit to his home place, was walking 
somewhere to see someone and fell dead.  

There you have one family beginning with Caleb Henry Renshaw Anderson, 
born in MoCo Va, passing in MoCo IN, a miller, carpenter, cabinetmaker and 
farmer, giving several forms of businesses to the town of Ladoga with generations 
to come doing the same.  Quite an impressive family with such varied knowledge 
that blessed the streets of this town, buried there resting in peace!!

County Connections: CHRA  
Karen Bazzani Zach, Montgomery Memories

This is our county! 
Why not help preserve its history by contributing to Montgomery Memories?

Email Karen Zach: karen.zach@sbcglobal.net      Subject: Montgomery Memories
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Open Wed-Sat 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.  Admission is 
free but also feel free to support the Carnegie as 
a member ($25 per household) and when you 
travel you will be able to get into something 
like 300 museums. Pretty cool!  Also this year’s 
theme is From Slate to Tablet, featuring 200 
years of Education in Montgomery County.  
Some upcoming events this summer Sat June 18: 
free ice cream on the lawn of the Museum during 
Nature Day from 1-4 p.m..  July 28 – World of 
Wonders Book Discussion with Dr. Marc Hud-
son of Wabash College 7-8 p.m..  Sat Sept 24 – 
Stephanie Morrissette CDPL Staff Member and 
nature enthusiast will lead a short hike to gather 
crinoids along the creek bed at Sugar Creek 
Trailhead/Rocky Ridge Landing 10-11 a.m.

The Tannenbaum Center is a wonderful 
place to have a wedding reception, a 
graduation party, any open-house type 
get-together – Use the e-mail below to 
reserve it.  Covid seems to be winding 
down so hopefully the museum will be 
open from 10 a.m. 3 p.m. Wed-Sat $5 for 
adults $3 for children 6-11 and under, 
free.  Neat to learn so much about one 
of the only 3 rotating jails out of 18 built 
still in tact and ours is I believe the only 
one that works. 
contactus@rotaryjailmuseum.org

As with the Lew Wallace Museum, the 
best way to visit is to schedule a tour - 
hours beginning this month are Wed-Fri 
1-4 p.m.; 2nd and 4th Saturdays from 11 
a.m. – 4 p.m. and the last tour begins at 
3:15. 

You can book tours online Home - General Lew 
Wallace Study & Museum (ben-hur.com) When 
you tour, you will have a staff member take you 
on a guided tour, wearing a mask and hand san-
itizer provided if you need it.  Appreciate masks 
and sanitized hands from the visitors.  Book on 
line or call to book a time. The obvious items 
are expected (please don’t come if you have a 
fever, cough, cold, headache, shortness of breath 
… or exposed to Covid within the last 14 days).  
The tour takes about 40 minutes and the staff 
“knows the general!”  The May Hoosier Book 
for discussion is Life List of Adrian Mandrick 
by Chris White and July’s is The Anthropocene 
Reviewed: Essays from a Human-Centered Planet 
by John Green.  Visit their book club website for 
more details. 
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Montgomery County is lucky to have so many awe-
some places to visit. This one is $6 for adults chil-

dren 12 and under $1.  See the caboose, the engine , 
the H-O model railroad scale.  Open Fri, Sat & Sun-

days from April – October noon to 5 p.m.  

Stay tuned next 
month for more 

puzzles!
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No relatives of mine for the 
Grandcestor’s article lived in 
Ladoga or that side of MoCo, but 
found another family to adopt and 
feature in this month’s babblings 
(my husband’s word when I asked 
him to give me a synonym for 
article).

So, my “babblings” today fea-
ture an interesting Ladoga family 
who were not pioneers of MoCo 
but who sure made an influence 
in the business arena here.  Ran 
across them reading the 1900 cen-
sus and sure enjoyed researching 
them in more depth.

George W(ashington?) Havens 
was born July 14th in 1857 and his 
brother, Abraham Lincoln Havens 
came into the world February 
6, 1860 born in Rush County to 
George and Sarah Lassiter, George 
the oldest son of their four chil-
dren, Abe the youngest child with 
two older sisters, Harriet and Alice 
(who died 1892 of consumption). Father George was a wonderful minister as 
was his father, James, and his brother, Landy, two of the best in early Indi-
ana, but these boys had other interests to pursue, George owning a grocery in 
Centerville (Wayne County) at age 22, head of the household with all but his 
mother (who had passed) living with him in the 1880 census. 

Sometime before 1883, he must have sold his Centerville place and moved 
to Ladoga.  His brother Abraham who was 19 and listed as a blacksmith in 
1880 went in to business with him and by the early 90s, the Haven Brothers 
began to delve into the poultry business. It flew forward with great speed!  
They also owned an ice cutting top of the line machine and made good money 
in that endeavor, as well.  

George married Emma McIlvaine not too long after his Ladoga move.  
They had one daughter who remained in Ladoga, marrying and producing 
one grandson, Edmund Davis.  When George passed away in June of 1930 
of a stroke he was close to his 73rd birthday.  Besides the poultry business, 
he was quite involved in the Ladoga Building and Loan Association.  During 
the last few days of his life, the only one left of his original family, his sister 
Jessie came from Los Angeles, California and spent every minute with him.  
In December 1901, he was completely out of the grocery business and was 
exclusively a poultry producer/shipper.  

At the time of his death, the Havens’ Brothers Poultry Business had spread 

to 15 towns, including Cloverdale, 
Greencastle, Russellville, Waveland, 
Bedford, Bloomington and several 
more.  It seemed they found a local 
partner and helped them get started 
– Shannon and Havens, Havens and 
Grimes as examples.

Abe enjoyed the out of doors, espe-
cially fishing trips.  He married Ella 
Looker and they were gifted with 
three sons (Beemer, George, James) 
who were also part of the Havens’ 
Brothers Poultry Firm.  Abe had 
passed a few years before George 
also of a cerebral hemorrhage, just as 
their father had.  Both these original 
Haven brothers as well as their wives 
and some of their children are buried 
in the Ladoga cemetery.  

One event relating to the Poultry 
business was a bit humorous al-
though doubt the brothers thought so, 
but in early May 1900, Walter Haney 
went “gunning” for supper meat and 
“bagged a wild duck,” which turned 

out to be a large, prized Muscovy Duck – belonging, of course to the Haven 
Brothers Poultry yard.  In 1902, they lost the poultry house to fire, but of 
course rebuilt it, as they were wise with their insurance.  In 1909, their office 
in Greencastle was robbed, along with a couple of others in the area and in 
1914, a warehouse in Cloverdale was lost to fire, as well.  Overall, they had 
good employees, got along well, made wise decisions and were open for 
many years, even after the original Havens’ were gone. 

A very sad event occurred on Jan 5th in 1931 when Abe’s son, George 
Looker Havens was killed fixing his car in his garage on a cold morning 
before heading to work.  He was affixiated and his work ethic was so strong 
that when he was five minutes late they began worrying about him and were 
gone to check on him by 15, but sadly, although his heart beat was faint, they 
were too late to save his life!   

The Bedford branch closed as Haven Brothers and was turned over to 
CD Hodges who was their general manager for 26 years in January 1933, 
but I couldn’t find exactly what happened to the company per se.  Although 
I didn’t discover that overall ending date, I did find Maude McClintock’s 
obituary in 1942 that said she had been employed by the Haven Brothers’ 
Produce Company for 50 years.  Kind of feel any place that ran for 50+ years 
is a great place to be a part of, so blessings upon today’s adopted family, the 
Havens! 

Grandcestors
Karen Bazzani Zach, Montgomery Memories
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