
PASTORAL PONDERING 
 

           

 

Vanity 
 

Recently I have been meditating on the book of Ecclesiastes. It is interesting how 
through our lives God has already prepared different books that speak to us in different 
ways depending on the age and stage we are at.  I recall reading over this same book 
multiple times in the past, giving my head a bit of a scratch and moving on through it.  I 
remember people telling me they thought Solomon was depressed or that he could not 
mean that all was Vanity. That would make our lives and all we do and achieve 
meaningless. 
 

With the advent of a little more experience and age I have to say I totally get it. All this is 
truly meaningless. A striving after the wind. Wisdom, pleasure, possessions, hard work, great 
achievements, all the things we might consider ‘good’ or ‘bad’ and our very identity as man 
or beast, all these have no meaning. They are Vanity. Now before you try to put me in 
Solomon's straight jacket for insanity or burn me at the stake allow me to meditate on this 
with you. 
 

As a young man I saw two kinds of people.  Those who thought there was no point to 
working or trying to do or acquire things.  There was no point to trying to get ahead or 
to even work hard to achieve. I called them lazy.   Then there was those who believed 
they could achieve.  That hard work was rewarded with good things and good things 
were ‘good’. Most of my life I lived in the latter mindset. I think most of America does.  
If what Solomon says is correct then I have spent most of my life in vain. Reading 
Ecclesiastes with that typical mindset forces you to decide either you are wrong or there 
is something wrong with the writer. Thus the idea he must be depressed. Perhaps his 
behavior and dependence on his own wisdom or riches that he gained from that 
wisdom turned him away from God and that resulted in the curse of depression and a 
despairing attitude. 
 

Consider for a moment that God gave Solomon all of his wisdom because of his humble 
desire to rule well. If his great wisdom made him depressed, he is depressed for God. In 
my line of work,  I have seen way too many devout Christians struggle with depression.  
Many strong believers of the past similarly struggled. Sometimes referred to as a dark 
night of the soul. From which we get some of our greatest deep thoughts on Christ. 
Depression may not be a punishment or a curse.  It is perhaps a thing.  It happens.  God 
does it.  It is only what we do with it that matters. Perhaps we should start to question 
ourselves when it comes to ideas of right and wrong.  Is right and wrong to be 
determined by us.  Hard maybe, difficult, yes these are things we get to decide.  Good 
and evil, only God can decide these.  There is a time for everything. God gets to choose 
what and when. So then we don't get to choose what has meaning and what does not.  
We can hear God and try our best to hear what He ascribes meaning to in any situation 
but no thing has meaning to itself. And no thing having been ascribed meaning retains 
it eternally. 
 

So there we have it, every thing is meaningless.  That does not mean all is meaningless. 
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Building & Grounds Ministry  
Jim Judkins 715.338.8837 

oldoutboardjim@hotmail.com 
 

Coffee Ministry 
Sandy Moe: 715.417.1812  

sandy.klj@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Administration  
Bruce Gilliland (Treasurer): 715.338.2580 
financeministry@newlifechristiancommunity.org 

 

Greeting Card Ministry 
Lynn Nelson: 651.373.1426 
lynnjimnelson@gmail.com 

 

GriefShare Ministry 
Robin Mattson: 715.566.1945 
robinmattson27@gmail.com 

 

Immerse Ministry  
Ana Smith: 715.566.3740  

anajoy87@gmail.com 
 

Meal Train Relief Ministry 
Kristin Stephan: 651.235.1681 
kristin@kageinnovation.com 

 

Music Ministry 
Jeff Warren: 316.308.0833 

 pastorjeff.nlcc@protonmail.com 
 

Missions Outreach 
Lorraine Milner: 715.557.0661 

 lrmilner@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Administration 
Dawn Holm: 715.472.8453  

djholm@lakeland.ws 
 

Resource Center 
Cory Mattson: 715.417.0945 
cory79mattson@hotmail.com 

 

Sunday Meal Services 
Barbara Judkins: 309.269.0556 

bjdarnell@hotmail.com 
 

Transportation Services 
Art Behr: 715.220.6882 
 behrden1@charter.net 

 

Video Ministry 
Jim Mabee: 651.470.4172  

jmabee@centurytel.net 
 

 

Ministry  
Directory: 

PASTORAL PONDERING   …continued 
 

If you look closely, all through Ecclesiastes Solomon 
screams for us to find Meaning in the right way.  In the 
end he tells us the key to it all.  Page after page he says 
we should enjoy/find purpose in all these things.  In 
the food, drink and toil that God gives us. Not because 
they fill us or achieve anything but because He gives 
them and it brings glory to Him when we enjoy and 
declare how great the Giver is. Our time on earth (short 
or long), personal or global oppression; the meaning is 
in giving Him glory for it despite how hard that may be. 
In fact, the harder it is to give Him glory the more 
glorious He seems when we do.  Going to the house of 
the Lord; not that we can give anything of value but 
that we can hear His voice. Riches and poverty; not that 
either has inherent meaning but that we might find 
contentment from God in either. Our spouses and 
families; not for who they are,  what they do or who 
they become,  but because they are given to us from 
God. Our good name, wisdom,  our perceived own 
righteousness.  Our only meaning for any of these 
things is that they are from God,  sustained by God and 
used for God's glory.  All of the things above have 
power and purpose only as God wills them to.  On there 
own they are all ultimately meaningless. So what does 
that leave us with? As Solomon would say, “My son 
beware of anything beyond these.  Of the making of 
many books there is no end,  and much study is 
weariness of the flesh. The end of the matter; all has 
been heard.  Fear God and keep his commandments, for 
this is the whole duty of man.” And perhaps the same 
Wisdom would say it another way,  “And whatever you 
do,  in word or in deed,  do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
Him.” In Him we live and move and have our being.  In 
short, in Him is our only meaning. To God be the glory. 
 

Rene Milner 
 

 
 

 
If you are a visitor this morning or have only been coming to 
New Life for a few months we are glad you are joining with us! 
If you would like to learn more about New Life, be sure to stop 
by the Resource Center in the front foyer to pick up a welcome 
bag we have for you. Please join us for fellowship after service 
today. We would love to meet and get to know you and for you 
to get to know us more. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Busy Bags 
 

Available by the Door 
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 Options For Women Tri-County: Today your baby 
bottles you brought home are due. Please return 
them to the basket on the welcome table. Thank you. 

 Summer Young Adult Study: The Summer young 
adult study hosted by the Severson's in their home will 
be Wednesday, June 22 at 7 pm. Just a reminder they 
meet 2nd and 4th Wednesdays. Any questions feel free 
to reach out to Erik 715-417-1596 or Katie 715-417-
1595. 

 Hall of Men: Men, next Sunday (6:30 pm) is our next 
Hall of Men gathering. This is for all ages of men - you 
don't want to miss this. If you have never been, this 
would be a great week to come. Join us for food, 
fellowship and a solid scholastic presentation on a 
historical man of the faith. Spread the word! 

 Potluck Meet & Greet: Next Sunday June 26th is 
Andrew Milner's visit! Please plan to stay after service 
for a potluck lunch and fellowship with the Milner’s. 
Don’t forget to bring a dish (or dessert, salad or such) 
to share for the potluck. Thank you! 

 Precept Thursday Study Group: Jonah is the next 
Precept Bible study starting Thursday, July 7th at 
6:30 pm. Material pick-up date is June 30th. I have 6 
books on hand. To claim a booklet, please contact 
Fawn Bland by text 651-230-7939. An order will need 
to be placed right away if we run out to assure we will 
have enough copies. This is a 4 to 5-week in-depth 
Precept Study interpreting scripture with scripture.  

 Summer Marriage Study: As one of the greatest 
pictures of Christ's relationship with His Church, 
marriage is a gift to the whole body, so whether you are 
married, single, divorced, or widowed, you are invited 
to join an 8-week study with Pastor Paul on marriage. 
We will be meeting at the Linzmeier home in Osceola 
on Sunday evenings from 6:00pm-7:30pm starting 
on July 10th. Childcare will be provided. Space is 
limited, so please contact Pastor Paul or Amy to sign 
up. Everyone will be asked to read one chapter of the 
book Gospel-Shaped Marriage and the corresponding 
texts of scripture each week prior to coming to the 
study. Come ready for a fruitful discussion as we seek 
the Grace of Christ in His good purpose and design for 
marriage. 

 Summer 5-Day Club: This summer CEF (Child 
Evangelism Fellowship) is putting on a 5-day club at 
the New Life building Monday July 11th through the 
15th meeting from 1pm-2:30pm each day. It’s set up 
for ages 5-12. If you have questions about the club or 
are interested in volunteering just reach out to Pastor 
Paul. We could use a few Volunteers to help with 
registering children upon arrival, praying with the 
students, and distributing snacks after club each day. 
These 5 days will be Jesus centered, full of Gospel 
truths, spread the word! 

 Baptism Service: Our annual Baptism service in on 
the summer horizon. Make sure to add Sunday 
August 7th to your calendars. We will be gathering for 
service at the ARC retreat center. We want to begin 
this announcement early so that if the Lord is leading 
you to make a public declaration of Faith in the Lord 
Jesus and in His saving work, you have time to make 
that desire known by meeting with an elder or pastor 
beforehand. Once you have done this, jot your name 
down on the sign-up sheet on the welcome table. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Pastor Tony Minell           715.417.1982 
   galatiansii20@yahoo.com  
 Pastor Paul Linzmeier     320.226.5581  
   pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 
 Pastor Jeff Warren     316.308.0833  
   pastorjeff.nlcc@protonmail.com 
 

  Cory Mattson – Secretary 715.417.0945 
  Zachary Fugate  715.379.2918 
  Brian Gates   651.230.6554 
  Matt Leko   651.465.3154 
  Dale Mattson   715.566.2302 
  Greg Mattson  715.417.2444 
  Rene Milner  715.557.0185 
  Jim Nelson 651.283.2132 
  Jay Swisher  763.587.3472 
 
 

        

 

Tues Men’s Bible Study– 6:30 am 
Tues Women’s Precepts– 6:30-8 pm 
Wed Every Man’s Battle– 6:00 am 
Thurs Men’s Bible Study– 6:30 am  
Thurs  Ladies Bible Study– Noon 
Thurs Ladies Study– 6:30 pm 
Thurs GriefShare– 6:30 pm  
 (Adults & Youth meet separately) 
        

  
James 1:12 (ESV) 
 

“Blessed is the man who remains steadfast 
under trial, for when he has stood the test he 
will receive the crown of life, which God has 
promised to those who love him.” 
        

 

          
 

Rejoice in the Lord with members of the body 
and share with others what Jesus is doing in 

your life.  
        

 

 

Jun 19 Team 7 ~ Sloppy joes/Hotdogs 
Jun 26 Potluck ~ Bring a Dish! 
Jul 3 Team 8 ~ Soup/Salads 
 
 

Contact Barbara Judkins if interested in 
being on a meal team or a helper.  

        

 
Check out New Life Online 

newlifechristiancommunity.org 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
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201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~ 715.201.2295  ~ Email:  info@newlifechristiancommunity.org 
Sunday service starts at 9:30 am / Check out New Life online at newlifechristiancommunity.org 

Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 

 

Sermon Notes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Today’s Passage: 
Tony’s message is from the  

New Testament book, 
Acts 18:24-28 
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