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Joreword
 

The legacy of St. Jerome Church lies deeper than the 
brick and mortar of a small building nestled between busy 
US 52 and the Ohio River. Primarily, that legacy has been 
one of hard work and sacrifice, of faith and love; it lives in 
the hearts, minds and souls of the parishioners, both past and 
present. The History ofSt. Jerome Catholic Church 
documents this legacy, also the setbacks and the joys. 

Most historical events that we read about occurred in 
far-off places to people we've never met. But you have 
probably been a part of St. Jerome's history. If you're a 
parishioner or have lived in California, Ohio, you probably 
know many of the people mentioned here. You probably 
have participated in the feast days and festivals. 

Today, with video cameras, people are accustomed to 
preserving the details of special occasions. Church 
historians, a century from now, will have these extra tools. 
Such was not the case for Fr. Robert "Bob" Keller, when 
writing about the early decades of St. Jerome Church, the 
times before the automobile, before the telephone. 

In the 4th Century, Pope Damasus asked St. Jerome to 
revise the translation of the Bible. St. Jerome responded: 
"You urge me to revise the old Latin version and, as it were, 
to sit in judgment on the copies of the Scriptures which are 
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now scattered throughout the whole world; and inasmuch as 
they differ from one another, you would have me decide 
which of them agree with the Greek original. The labor is 
one of love, but at the same time both perilous and 
presumptuous for, in judging others, I must be content to be 
judged by all." 

It is fitting that a church named after St. Jerome (who 
eventually did complete the Biblical translation) would 
produce and publish two histories: one, written by Fr. H.A 
Westermann in 1919, and now in 1999--as the new 
millennium approaches--this history written by Fr. Robert 
"Bob" Keller. 

As you read the pages of this history, celebrate the 
memories Fr. Bob has preserved. Judge this history based on 
the wealth of information conveyed, not on the details you 
wish he had included. In any history, there will be details that 
aren't written about. Such oversights are not intended. Such 
oversights, ideally, should not over-shadow a 10-year effort. 

We hope that you'll reminisce as you read (and forgive 
any lapses you spot.) We hope that you'll smile lovingly on 
what has been preserved for the 21 st Century. 
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There are many attributes that make a parish priest 
memorable. Spirituality. Compassion. Leadership. 
Education. Service. Parishioners, in describing Fr. Bob, cite 
these and other attributes. Many parishioners also have 
stories to tell about how he touched their lives, how he 
ministered to ailing family members, and how he celebrated 
Baptisms, First Communions, Weddings, and Funerals. 

Long-time parishioner Rosemary Deimling Cooke lists 
these attributes about Fr. Bob: "Great consolation to family 
members in crisis situations, love and fondness for children, 
champion of the deprived and poor, student of world history, 
Biblical authority and teacher, excellent homilies, loving and 
friendly personality." 

How can one person excel in so many areas, and yet, 
still, find the time to write a church history? We are forever 
blessed because Fr. Bob chose to take up the pen of S1. 
Jerome. As a result, you are holding this book. You can 
journey through S1. Jerome's history as past and current 
parishioners have. 

How does a history, like this, find its way into print? 
The idea evolved during St. Jerome Church's 125th 
anniversary when parishioners set out, in 1988, to publish a 
photo booklet of St. Jerome's families. Included with the 
photographs would be a four- or five-page history of the 
church. Parishioners had their photos taken and ordered 
photos for their own homes, but--in the busyness of that 
decade--the booklet never got published. People inquired 
from time to time about the progress of the project. William 
Sullivan was actively in favor of getting the history 
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published. So were Henrietta Koehler and Henrietta Leist 
Henry (both who shared old photographs) and Robert E. 
Rielly who interviewed Henrietta Henry. The brief history for 
the photo booklet, somehow, never got written. 

The prospect of St. Jerome Parish publishing a history 
came again to the forefront at one Parish Council meeting 
when Fr. Bob volunteered to write the history. He, Bob 
Rielly and Robert Whalen interviewed some of the long-time 
parish members tor parish stories that Fr. Bob could draw 
upon. 

Fr. Bob researched and wrote this history in his free 
time (sometimes on Fr. Carl Wollering's patio and boat deck 
on Williamstown Lake in Kentucky as he accompanied the 
church's Youth Club to summer camp). He would pen 
several decades of the church's history, then there would be a 
lull--when there was no time for writing. Then, he'd return to 
the project and delve into the as-yet-unwritten-about 
decades. 

Parish Council members Rosemary Cooke and 
daughter, Barbara Cooke, shuttled the hand-written pages 
between Fr. Bob and the person who typed the manuscript, 
Paula Deimling Harlow. (Paula's great-grandfather was 
baptized on the day that the church's cornerstone was laid in 
1865.) Rosemary and Barbara Cooke read multiple drafts of 
the history and provided information and insight. Fr. Bob, 
Fr. Carl, Sr. Clarissa, R.S.M., and Rosemary read the final 
draft and provided valuable new details for the manuscript. 
Mark Harlow made possible the book design, page layouts, 
and index. Had it not been for Rosemary Cooke's ongoing 
determination to get this history into print, the book might 
never have evolved beyond a hand-written text. 

William and Rose Sullivan, and Henrietta Henry and 
Henrietta Koehler are probably smiling now in heaven as 
they see this book in your hands. 
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What is Fr. Bob's personal history? He was born in the 
borough of Queens in New York City in 1941 and grew up in 
the Cincinnati community of Price Hill. After graduating 
from Elder High School, he entered the seminary, first at St. 
Gregory and later at Mount St. Mary's. He was ordained in 
1967, and his priestly ministry included assignments at St. 
Bartholomew, Finneytown (four years); St. Dominic, Delhi 
(five years); S1. Lawrence, Price Hill (six years); and S1. 
John's, Dry Ridge Road in Cincinnati (one year). In 1983 he 
become pastor at St. Jerome and, at the same time, resident 
associate of Guardian Angels Church. 

St. Jerome Church celebrated the silver jubilee of Fr. 
Bob's priesthood on May 31, 1992, with a Mass of 
Thanksgiving and a Reception at the Parish House. In his 
fmal farewell bulletin to St. Jerome parishioners in 1995, Fr. 
Bob thanked the parish for its many gifts and said, "St. 
Jerome has been the best place I've ever been. You will 
always have a place in my heart." 

Fr. Bob's spiritual and community service 
contributions to St. Jerome are detailed in the 1980's to 
1990's section of this history. Ironically--in writing this 
history--he didn't include his own tenure or list his 
contributions, so Paula Harlow did so, based on church 
bulletins, published sources, and people's recollections. 
Micah 6:8 well describes Fr. Bob's efforts: "This is what the 
Lord asks of you: only this, to act justly, to love tenderly and 
to walk humbly with your God." 

Fr. Bob, you will always walk with us, and always 
have a place in our hearts. 
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The parishioners of St. Jerome Parish wish to thank 
Fr. Robert Keller, our fanner pastor, for his detailed, 
painstaking research on the history of St. Jerome's. We are 
deeply grateful to Mark and Paula Harlow for their interc::il 
and technical assistance in producing this work. May God 
bless them and all who have contributed time and 
information for this history of our parish. 

Fr. Carl John Wollenng 
November 21, 1999 
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"Every day we are changing,
 
every day we are dying,
 

andyet wefancy ourselves eternal "
 

Leiter 60, Sf. Jerome 
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THE CHURCH'S OLDEST POSSESS/ON-This handwrilten title 
page introduces mne pages oF~pec!ficaflOnsforthe church's 

bUilding: "Por a new Catholic Church to be huilt in California 
Ohio hy the Rev. Abraham McMahon Pastor olChnst Church 

Fulton Ohio July 2-1th IR57. '/ 




