
INTRO: Elijah helps remove prayer-misunderstandings 

1) Founded on repentance & faith (1 Ki 18:37 & 18:41) 

 

2) Appreciating perseverance in prayer (1 Kings 18:42-43) 

 

3) Grasping the heights to which prayer takes us, (Ps 3:4 & 20:6) 

 

4) So that even the lowliest can find power in prayer (1 Ki 19:11) 

  

FURTHER REFLECTION: Having seen God powerfully an-

swer prayer for the repentance of Israel and the acceptance of their 

sacrificial worship via the fire from Heaven, Elijah turns to the 

much more difficult task of interceding for the rains to fall on the 

drought-stricken Land of Israel – polluted by sin. It’s much harder 

to cleanse away sin than it is to bring fire from Heaven to judge it. 

But Elijah was not alone in this difficult task. (1 Kings 19:18)  

As Charles Spurgeon says: 

One prayer is a hair of Samson, but our united prayers are as 

the seven locks of that hero’s head….The cumulative power of 

prayer is well worthy of notice. Abraham alone could not be 

intercession save a single city of the plain….Lot’s poor prayer 

was to Abraham’s as an ounce to a ton, and yet that last ounce 

turned the scale, and Zoar was preserved.  The agreement of 

two believers is a grand force against which very few obsta-

cles can stand; and when it comes to a praying band, all the 

smiths in Jerusalem cannot make bolts for the doors, or chains 

for the wrists, sufficiently strong to hold Peter in prison.  

 (cf. Judges 16:13; Genesis 18:22-33 & 19:20-21 & Acts 12:5-7) 
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1  Within your temple, Lord, we 

on your mercies dwell; far as 

your name is known, there does 

your praise excel: your praises 

sound through ev'ry land, and  

right your scepter shall com-

mand. 

3  The tow'rs of Zion tell, her 

palaces survey, mark all her 

bulwarks well, and to your 

children say: "This God forever 

shall abide, ev'n unto death, our 

God and guide." ** 

2  Let Zion's mount rejoice, 

let Judah's daughters praise 

the Lord with cheerful voice, 

for judgment he displays; go 

round the walls on Zion's 

mount, go round her splen-

dors to recount  
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1  O Jehovah, hear my words, 

to my thoughts attentive be; 

hear my cry, my King, my God, 

I will make my prayer to thee. 

With the morning light, O Lord, 

thou shalt hear my voice arise, 

and expectant I will bring 

prayer as morning sacrifice. 

3  In the fulness of thy grace 

to thy house I will repair; 

bowing toward thy holy place, 

in thy fear to worship there. 

Lead me in thy righteousness, 

let my foes assail in vain; 

lest my feet be turned aside, 

make thy way before me plain.  

2  Joy of the comfortless, light 

of the straying, hope of the 

penitent, fadeless and pure! 

Here speaks the Comforter, in 

mercy saying, "Earth has no 

sorrows that heav'n cannot 

cure." **  

1  Come, ye disconsolate, 

where'er ye languish, come to 

the mercy seat, fervently 

kneel; here bring your wound-

ed hearts, here tell your an-

guish; earth has no sorrows 

that heav'n cannot heal. 

2  Thou, Jehovah, art a God 

who delightest not in sin; 

evil shall not dwell with thee, 

nor the proud thy favor win. 

Evil-doers thou dost hate, 

lying tongues thou wilt defeat; 

God abhors the man who loves 

violence and base deceit. 

5  O let all that trust thy care 

ever glad and joyful be; 

let them joy who love thy name, 

safely guarded, Lord, by thee. 

For a blessing from thy store 

to the righteous thou wilt yield; 

thou wilt compass him about 

with thy favor as a shield.**   

1  O church arise and put your 

armour on Hear the call of Christ 

our Captain For now the weak 

can say that they are strong 

In the strength that God has giv-

en With shield of faith and belt 

of truth We'll stand against the 

devil's lies An army bold whose 

battle cry is Love Reaching out 

to those in darkness 

3  Come see the cross where love 

and mercy meet As the Son of 

God is stricken Then see His foes 

lie crushed beneath His feet For 

the Conqueror has risen And as 

the stone is rolled away And 

Christ emerges from the grave 

This victory march continues till 

the day Every eye and heart shall 

see Him 

2  Our call to war to love the 

captive soul But to rage against 

the captor And with the sword 

that makes the wounded whole 

We will fight with faith and val-

our When faced with trials on 

every side We know the outcome 

is secure And Christ will have 

the prize for which He died An 

inheritance of nations 

4  So Spirit come put strength in 

every stride Give grace for every 

hurdle That we may run with 

faith to win the prize Of a serv-

ant good and faithful As saints of 

old still line the way Retelling 

triumphs of His grace We hear 

their calls and hunger for the day 

When with Christ we stand in 

glory    CCLI #260427 
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