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Introduction: Returning once again to Psalm 27, we are reminded that God speaks to us through His Word in order for us 

to enter into the most intense heart communion with Him. Proof of this intense heart communion is found in Psalm 27:8: 

'My heart said to You, “Your face, LORD, I will seek.”'  David hears God speaking to his heart and responds by seeking 

deep fellowship with Him. May we also find our hearts invigorated to seek ever closer communion with God as we 

discover more of how He seeks us in the Psalms.   

 

Monday: read Psalm 27:13-14. Though the Greek translation of Psalm 27:13 translates as a clear declaration of faith, the 

actual Hebrew makes this Psalm more accessible to us by leaving the thought of verse 13 for us to complete. In other 

words, instead of a simple statement of faith such as we find in the NIV and ESV, “I believe I will see the goodness of the 

LORD in the land of the living,” other translations give voice to the shortened nature of the verse as follows (using italics 

to supply the missing words):  

 

I would have lost heart, unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the LORD 

in the land of the living. (NKJV) 

 

I should have fainted, except I had believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. (Geneva Bible) 

 

I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of Jehovah In the land of the living. (NASB) 

 

The italic portion is not present in the original sentence in the Hebrew. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, David leaves off 

completing his own thought in verse 13 so that we can easily read this verse in a way that addresses our urgent needs as 

well as his! David begins: “Except I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living…” Now: how 

would you finish the verse? 

 

What is clear by such an inspired way of writing in verse 13 is that bare faith, granted to David and to us by grace, gives 

us what we need to withstand any onslaught which our foes may level at us. If we can say: “I believe I will see the 

goodness of the LORD” then come what may we will be able to finish the sentence with the assurance expressed in these 

words: “I should have fainted…. BUT I DIDN’T…. because I believed in the goodness of the LORD!” 

 

Meditate and Pray: Use precious words again from the Psalter hymnal to translate Psalm 27:9 and 27:13-14:  

 

O Lord, regard me when I cry, 

In mercy hear me when I speak; 

Thou bidst me seek Thy face, and I O Lord, with willing 

heart reply, 

Thy face, Lord, will I seek. 

Hide not Thy face afar from me, 

For Thou alone canst help afford; 

O cast me not away from Thee 

Nor let my soul forsaken be, 

My Savior and my Lord.

My heart had failed in fear and woe Unless in God I had 

believed, 

Assured that He would mercy show And that my life His 

grace should know; Nor was my hope deceived. 

Fear not, though succor be delayed, Still wait for God, 

and He will hear; Be strong, nor be Thy heart dismayed, 

Wait, and the Lord shall bring Thee aid, 

Yea, trust and never fear. 
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Tuesday: read Psalm 27:13-14. We cannot finish our meditation on Psalm 27:13 without learning how practical and 

immediate David’s faith is in its hold on the goodness of the LORD. He believes emphatically that he will see God’s 

goodness “in the land of the living,” as the NKJV puts it: “I would have lost heart, unless I had believed that I would see 

the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.” 

 

What David means here is very much like what Jesus teaches us to pray in the Lord’s prayer in the third petition – not 

only to pray for “God’s will to be done,” but to pray that it is done “on earth as it is in Heaven” (Matthew 6:10). In 

short, the reason we can compose ourselves even before the fearful obstacles to faith which Psalm 27 lists, is because the 

LORD has promised never to leave or forsake us, but instead to accomplish His perfect will down here in the midst of our 

trials and griefs.  

 

Meditate and Pray: No wonder David speaks to himself in very down to earth, practical language in Psalm 27:14 to, “stay 

put” and wait upon the LORD for His answering of David’s prayers in this life and for the here and now – not simply one 

day still to come in Heaven. Sing about the real, this-worldly help of Jesus for your life down here with the words of 

hymn # 81: 

 

O love of God, how strong and true! 

Eternal, and yet ever new; 

Uncomprehended and unbought, 

Beyond all knowledge and all thought. 

O love of God, how deep and great! 

Far deeper than man’s deepest hate; 

Self fed, self kindled, like the light, 

Changeless, eternal, infinite. 

 

 

O heavenly love, how precious still, 

In days of weariness and ill, 

In nights of pain and helplessness, 

To heal, to comfort, and to bless! 

O wide embracing, wondrous love! 

We read thee in the sky above, 

We read thee in the earth below, 

In seas that swell, and streams that flow. 

We read thee best in Him who came 

To bear for us the cross of shame; 

Sent by the Father from on high, 

Our life to live, our death to die.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday: read Psalm 27:13-14 and Psalm 130:5-6. David speaks in very down to earth, practical language in Psalm 

27:14, urging himself to “stay put” and wait upon the LORD until answers to his prayers arrive. And as if to add further 

emphasis, he repeats his personal exhortation to “wait.” The use of the verb to “wait” here contains one of the most 

important of Old Testament definitions of faith.    

 

The Hebrew verb used here for to “wait” means to “hope,” to “rest quietly” or to “expect.” In terms of Psalm 130:6, just 

as watchmen wait for the dawn, with the expectation that it will come and they can complete their guard duty and then go 

to bed, so the Psalmist urges himself and us to “wait” on the LORD, full of confidence that waiting for Him will be 

rewarded when He rises up to act on our behalf.  
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Meditate and Pray: Sing about such a prayerful, patient attitude of faith as we wait on the LORD, as well as the reward of 

grace when God answers, using hymn # 692:     

To Thee, O Lord, I fly 

And on Thy help depend; 

Thou art my Lord and King most high; 

Do Thou my soul defend. 

 

A heritage for me 

Jehovah will remain; 

My portion rich and full is He, 

My right He will maintain. 

The lot to me that fell 

Is beautiful and fair; 

The heritage in which I dwell 

Is good beyond compare. 

 

I praise the Lord above 

Whose counsel guides aright; 

My heart instructs me in His love 

In seasons of the night. 

I keep before me still 

The Lord Whom I have proved; 

At my right hand He guards from ill, 

And I shall not be moved. 

Life’s pathway Thou wilt show, 

To Thy right hand wilt guide, 

Where streams of pleasure ever flow, 

And boundless joys abide.

 

Thurs/Fri: read Psalm 27:1-4 and Philippians 3:10-14. Stepping back for a final overview of Psalm 27, the one lesson 

which we must take with us from this Psalm is not to miss the simplicity of David’s life of faith. As we said in earlier notes 

on Psalm 27:4, David divests himself of all insecure wealth and instead reduces his life down to one safe request: One 

thing I have desired of the LORD, that will I seek; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life... . Nor 

is David alone in such a request. In Philippians 3:12-14 Paul uses the picture of runners who keep their eyes welded to the 

racecourse, refusing to glance at anything which would distract them, lest by such distractions time is lost. Instead, Paul 

simply presses forward, “forgetting what lies behind.” It is enough for Paul and David simply to see the future goal of 

knowing Christ in suffering, trials and future glory.  

 

Reflection and Prayer: “Lord, in a world which clamors for our attention, insisting that many fears and concerns should 

preoccupy our thinking, help us this summer to draw aside to enjoy the one great thing of the Christian life as revealed in 

Philippians 3:10-11, (namely), knowing the power of your Son’s resurrection and sufferings and certain of the hope that 

we too will attain to the resurrection from the dead. Help us to do that one thing, forgetting what is behind, and straining 

on toward what is ahead, using the words of John Henry Newman’s famous hymn, “Lead Kindly Light”, especially verse 

one. Amen.” 

 

Lead, kindly Light, amid th’encircling gloom, lead Thou 

me on! 

The night is dark, and I am far from home; lead Thou me 

on! 

Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see 

The distant scene; one step enough for me. 

I was not ever thus, nor prayed that Thou shouldst lead 

me on; 

I loved to choose and see my path; but now lead Thou 

me on! 

I loved the garish day, and, spite of fears, 

Pride ruled my will. Remember not past years! 

So long Thy power hath blest me, sure it still will lead 

me on. 

O’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent, till the night is 

gone, 

And with the morn those angel faces smile, which I 

Have loved long since, and lost awhile! 

Meantime, along the narrow rugged path, Thyself hast 

trod, 

Lead, Savior, lead me home in childlike faith, home to 

my God. 

To rest forever after earthly strife 

In the calm light of everlasting life. 

 


