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September  2018 

   West Lane Place Newsletter     

Letter from the President  

Dear Neighbor, 

 The Annual National Night Out is on October 2 

and are hoping that everyone will be there.  Some of 

you might not have heard about this annual night out 

celebration so here is a brief history. Matt Peskin, 

founder and executive director of National Association 

of Town Watch [est. 1981] introduced the National 

Night Out program in 1984. It began in the western 

suburbs of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Peskin spent 

several years volunteering for the Lower Merion Com-

munity Watch program, who works in cooperation 

with the Lower Merion Police Department. During his 

tenure of volunteer work in the township, he often pa-

trolled his neighborhood, assisted in patrol dispatch 

and shortly thereafter introduced the program’s news-

letter. 

 The newsletter became a representation of the 

success that took place within the organization and the 

volunteer work put forth by over one thousand neigh-

bors. Opportunity to publish new and creative content 

became more and more difficult as each month passed. 

Peskin began to reach out to surrounding townships 

and communities for assistance, and that’s where it all 

began. Peskin realized that hundreds of community 

watch groups existed without a platform or association 

to connect them together. 

 NATW introduced National Night Out in Au-

gust of 1984 through an already established network of 

law enforcement agencies, neighborhood watch groups, 

civic groups, state and regional crime prevention asso-

ciations and volunteers across the nation. The first an 

 

 

nual National Night Out involved 2.5 million neigh-

bors across 400 communities in 23 states. However, the 

event soon grew from just a few people turning their 

porch lights on and setting up a lawn chair in their 

front yard to a celebration beyond just front porch vig-

ils. Neighborhoods across the nation began to host 

block parties, festivals, parades, cookouts and various 

other community events with safety demonstrations, 

seminars, youth events, visits from emergency person-

nel, exhibits and much, much more. Today, 38 million 

neighbors in 16 thousand communities across the na-

tion take part in National Night Out. 

 What happens at West Lane Place Civic Associ-

ations National night out?  All are welcome and typi-

cally, 75-100 people gather with neighbors to meet our 

local law enforcement police officers and constables 

and if we are lucky Mayor Turner will have time to 

stop by to say hi.  This year we decided to have an Ok-

toberfest theme with food from Miss Patty’s Wagon, a 

German Band, wine and keg beer.  We are hoping that 

we have everyone will come and meet your neighbors. 

       Diane Kiecke 

       President, WLPCA 
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Here is the White Pass heirloom 

train on a wooden bridge enter-

ing a tunnel built during the 

gold rush at the close of the 

19th century.  The bridge and 

tunnel were constructed at rap-

id speed by men working by 

lamp light in the dark, in one 

hour shifts because weather was 

so severe. The steep inclines and 

narrow curves of the route ne-

cessitated narrow tracks, only 

36" across, to navigate the 

bends. The cars of the train are 

heated by coal.  It was burning 

in mid June, and we were still a 

little chilled sitting in the train 

despite the hot stove and warm 

jackets.  Pictures from Alaska, 

Mohammed & Gilda—Mid Lane 

 Adventure on the North Island, New Zealand, Neighbors from Mid Lane  

Meet your neighbors, Summer Vacation edition!  Check out these stunning pics from abroad. 

The best!  Lake  

Como & Villa D ’Este, 

Italy.   Neighbors 

from Bash Place 
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Don’t miss our annual National Night out!  Meet your neighbors and 

our local law enforcement police officers and constables.    

 

Tuesday, October 2nd 

6-8pm 

2603 West Lane Dr  

Beverages, New Food Truck and 

German Band 
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  Recycling, Heavy Trash and Tree Schedule  
T= Tree waste; J = Junk & tree waste pick up .Weekly household trash pick-up each Monday. NOTE: Recycling is 

every other Monday, on highlighted days in GREEN boxes. Please have your bins out on the curb by 7 am and in by 

10 pm. Tree Waste” is defined as “clean wood waste such as tree limbs, branches, and stumps (lumber, furniture, treat-

ed wood will NOT be accepted.)”   
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