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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE     

     Our wonderful new building is close to 

completion, but Bill will give a construction 

update in Rawlings’ Review. 

     The Poppy Festival was a big success for the 

museum.  We had large crowds and, at times, 

the line was out the door to get in!  People 

loved the museum, especially in our all 

museum setting.  There was no farm and garden 

at this time of year.  All the days went very 

well.  Although Friday was very cold, Saturday 

and Sunday were beautiful days. 

     The Kern-Antelope Historical Society had its meeting last Thursday 

and gave me the honor of giving a presentation about our museum and 

new building.  Thoroughly enjoyed my time with them.  It is always great 

to talk with people who are keeping history alive. 

     Your board is doing an outstanding job of keeping the museum up 

during trying times.  We are back to opening the museum on the 1st and 

3rd Saturdays of the month from 10-2 and by special arrangement until it 

is time to move. 

     I have to give special recognition to Dayle DeBry for our newsletter.  
It is extremely informative and always looks great!  Thank you, Dayle. 

                                                 Your President,  

                                                               Giovanni ‘G’ Simi   
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RAWLINGS’ REVIEW 

Construction on the new 
museum is progressing with 
completion expected by the 
end of this month. There are 
many final touches and 
details to continue working 
on, but there are only three 
major items still on the 
calendar. These include the 
Air Conditioning system, 

Electrical wiring and finish, and the water/sewer & 
fire protection utility hookups. 

Flapjack Fundraiser 2022 is scheduled for June 
25th at Lancaster Applebee’s from 8am to 10am.  
SAVE the DATE!  Pancakes, eggs, sausage links, and 
potato breakfast tickets are $12 per person and may 
be purchased from any of our Board Members or by 
calling Bill Rawlings at 661-478-4841.  We 
appreciate advance purchases and Will Call sales, 
though we will have tickets available at the door. 

Seventeen years ago the Rural Olympics Hall of 
Fame was born as a way to honor the AV Fair’s 
signature event, which had evolved from the first 
hay loading contest held in 1935.  The idea behind 
creating the ROHOF being that it would evolve into 
a comprehensive museum of AV history.   As 
ambitious as “G” Simi and I thought this vision was, 
we certainly could not have anticipated the exhibits 
collections and artifacts we have today nor the 
extraordinary building we are nearly finished putting 
together.  By July of 2005 we had selected Don 
Jaqua Sr. as our first Golden Hay Hook recipient.  
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 And in August that year the Rural Olympics Hall of 
Fame made its debut in the Poppy Pavilion during 
the AV Fair with about twenty newly matted and 
framed past  Rural Olympics photos  and my dad’s 
Model T Ford racer which was on loan from the 
Rusty Relics who became custodians of the car after 
dad passed away.  Don Jaqua Sr. was inducted into 
the ROHOF during the Rural Olympics that year.                                                    

Thus are the Roots of the Antelope Valley Rural 
Museum of History.  I will continue this story in the 
September newsletter.  With a little luck and a lot of 
elbow grease we will be announcing our Grand 
Opening and Annual Fundraiser at that time. 

Sadly, Linda Baker passed away this past month.  
Linda was one of the founders of the AVRM and 
served on our Board of Directors for several years 
alongside her husband Jess Baker.  Our heartfelt 
condolences go out to Jess and to Linda’s family 
and friends as she will most certainly be missed.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             Bill Rawlings 

Finance Officer 

 



4th OF JULY IN THE ANTELOPE VALLEY 

 
  The 4th of July celebrations were well-attended back 
in the early days of the Antelope Valley with barbeques 
and carnivals, dances and horse racing. Everyone had a 
fun time celebrating the birth of our nation. 
 
  An early newspaper article tells of many of the local 
pioneers celebrating the 4th in 1889. But we don’t 
know the names of the wives as they are all listed as  
“and wife,” but if you were a “Miss” you had a name… 
 
  The Fourth was celebrated at Elizabeth Lake in the 
evening by a big dance at the Andrada’s. Dancing 
commenced at 8:30 o’clock and kept up until 4 o’clock 
in the morning. A fine supper was served at midnight. 
The following named couples were present: Mr. Carter 
and his wife, Mr. Joseph Johnson and wife, Mr. J. 
Swall and wife, Mr. E. Spencer and wife, Mr. Leach 
and wife, Mr. D. Harris and wife, Mr. M. Andrada and 
wife, Mr. E. Andrada and wife, Mr. L.H. Mayet and 
Miss Dollie Cull, Mr. Harry Dinsmore and Miss Lizzie 
Theobald, Mr. Mace Mayes and Mrs. Padderatz, Mr. 
N.A. Morris and Miss Mamie Theobald, Mr. F.B. 
Scherer and Miss Grace Cull, Mr. Baxter Hannah and 
Miss Bessie Cull, Miss Adelina Closs, the Misses 
Cammie and Alta Dinsmore and Mr. Louis George. 

Above: Horse race July 4, 1902 or 03, on what is now Sierra 
Highway at the south end. Winners—1st place “Queen,” 
E.Y. Cammer; 2nd place “Pet,” Mr. Clark.—Glen Settle 
Collection. 
 

4th OF JULY CELEBRATION AT PALMDALE 
June 29, 1923 

  Are you worrying, making belated plans, for your 
day’s outing over the 4th of July? If so, go to Munz 
Ranch, Elizabeth Lake, near Palmdale, where Rev. J. 
Meehan, the pastor of Palmdale, has prepared a 
program of festivities on a truly metropolitan scale.  
Everything has been arranged, and the day will be 
opened with a California barbecue, prepared under the 
direction of a noted chef. Following the  barbeque  
there will be a patriotic  demonstration  at  which  many  

  

This photo is entitled “1895 4th of July probably Palmdale.” 
 
prominent orators will take part. Among those who 
have been invited to participate are the Hon. Joseph 
Scott, K.S.G., Frank Jenal, D. Joseph Coyne, W.J. 
Ford, J.T. Curtin, Patrick Cooney, Thomas P. White, 
Benno M. Brink, Thomas Connelly, C.F. Horan and 
many other leading Catholic laymen. 
  The musical program is in charge of Mr. Mrs. Harry 
Girard of Glendale, and those who have had the 
pleasure of witnessing their programs will realize that 
nothing but the best will be provided. A bevy of “movie 
stars,” headed by Jackie Coogan and Thomas Meehan 
will be on hand, and added to this, a spectacular display 
of fireworks, games, and sports have been arranged. 
This day’s program will rival any presented at the 
resorts, and by attending, the Palmdale parish will be 
helped, and the pastor and his people assisted in their 
ambition to erect a church in this poor district. 
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Child movie star Jackie Coogan as Uncle Sam 
mentioned in the above article dressed for the 4th 

of July festivities at Munz Ranch.  
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OLD WEST FUN 

Los Angeles Times, July 3, 1928 
 

  The old West, with its rip-roaring Fourth, will be relived again at Lancaster, where Legionnaires will celebrate under the 
auspices of the Lancaster post of the American Legion.  Munz Ranch in Pine Canyon has been announced as the site of the 
affair which will be featured by outdoor sports, an old-fashioned barbeque and swimming in Lake Hughes. 
 

KEELER FAMILY 
Labeled “1894 Keeler Ranch 4th of July picnic,” colorized. Photo courtesy of Jim Mumaw. 

 
  As usual, I get sidetracked when I see a photo with only a name and a date. Since it was labeled “A Fourth of July Picnic” 
it had to fit into this section. This photo is from the Jim Mumaw Collection from his father James Wesley “Wes” Mumaw  
(1916—1986), grandfather Roy S. Mumaw (1897—1977), and great-grandfather Wesley Stauffer Mumaw (1861—1931).  
Most of the Mumaw family is interred at Lancaster Cemetery so of course, it would fit in. 
  I assume this is in the Antelope Valley as in August 1898, Herbert Franklin Keeler (1874—1925), a Southern Pacific agent 
at Lancaster, married Rosa or Rosina Theresa Pauly (1880—1965) of  Bakersfield, formerly of Tehachapi. I believe Herbert 
is pictured at the right, second row, two to the left of the gentleman who is possibly his father, Horace C. Keeler (1837—
1923) holding the large hat. 
  It is most likely in Lancaster since in the 1896 Great Register, Herbert was a telegraph operator living in West Greenwich, 
Kern County, California.  Greenwich was later named Tehachapi after the completion of the Southern Pacific Railroad in 
1876. His father Horace, however, was living in Lancaster, a rancher, in the 1896 Great Register, so it would make more 
sense that it is the elder Keeler’s ranch. 
  Herbert Keeler and his wife Rose would have six children between 1901 and 1914. By 1910 Herbert was a keeper of a 
livery stable in Lancaster where he provided a place to board horses for a short time or rented them for teams or wagons. 
  In early January 1920 Herbert and his Rosa were with their five children and Herbert’s father, Horace C. Keeler at age 84, 
in Hornitas, Mariposa Co., California where Herbert owned a stock farm.  In the latter part of January 1920, Herbert and his 
son Herbert Jr., were back in the Tehachapi area grazing the cattle on the fertile pastures. 
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  Horace C. Keeler passed away at age 85 at Los Angeles County Hospital in 1923.  Herbert would follow in death in 1925 at 
age 50.  The Keeler family has a large upright monument at Lancaster Cemetery with many family members resting there.   

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANTELOPE VALLEY FOURTH OF JULY FETE NEAR HUGHES LAKE 

Los Angeles Times, July 3, 1928 

 

  On July Fourth Antelope Valley Post of the American Legion will hold a barbeque and carnival at the Munz Ranch near 
Hughes Lake. Joe Romero, the barbeque king, will supervise the preparations of eleven prime beeves, which will assure 
plenty of well-prepared food. 

  The Legionnaires have built a large open-air dance pavilion and have engaged three orchestras to furnish the music. This 
will be an opportunity for those who have not seen the devastated areas through the San Francisquito Canyon. A new graveled 
road has been completed through this canyon, passing through the broken dam. This road leads out of the canyon to Munz 
ranch. Traffic, however, will be directed through Bouquet Canyon, the shortest and best route. 

  All roads will be posted, arrows from Saugus, the Ridge Route, and from Palmdale directing traffic to the ranch. 

Above: Herbert Franklin Keeler, colorized. 

Possibly on his wedding day in 1898. 

Left:  

Antelope Valley Gazette newspaper ad 

July 3, 1904. 



PEARL NORA MCDONALD 
AND 

LESLIE CLAYBOURNE “SUICIDE TED” ELDER 
By Dayle DeBry 

 

  As a genealogist and historian I happen upon many interesting people 

in my research.  Also, as manager of Antelope Valley Cemetery District 

some of our “occupants” seem to find me, spark my imagination, and 

take me back to my childhood. 

  I remember very clearly wearing a red cowboy hat, laced with leather 

around the brim, a Roy Rogers holster and gun set, and drinking Kool-

Aid out of a canteen in our kitchen in Renton, Washington. I was about 

four years old at the time. I always loved Roy Rogers and Dale Evans. 

Yes, she is my namesake—mom added the “y.” 

  When I saw the photo pictured at left of a young woman who is 

interred at Lancaster Cemetery, it piqued my interest which led to many 

hours discovering the history and genealogy of Pearl Nora McDonald 

and her spouses who amazingly would fit into my genealogy as well. 

  Pearl was born November 28, 1889 in Lincoln Co., Nebraska to John 

Calhoun McDonald and Cynthia Ann Casteel.  Pearl’s first marriage 

would be to Frank Crow.  They had one child, a son, who was tragically 

killed at age nine in 1922.  There would be at least two more marriages 

before she met Leslie Claybourne Elder.  They were married in Florida 

on March 6, 1936. 

  Pearl met Leslie while working as a trick rider in rodeos and at 

Ringling Brothers Barnum & Bailey Circus and other venues they were 

both involved with. Elder was a famous rider also.  He was a seven-time 

World Champion trick rider and performed all over the world, famous 

for his “Roman-riding” stunt where he jumped over an automobile,   

horse jump, or other object, while standing on two horses. 

  Leslie Elder was born 

on October 9, 1898 in Hinckley, Utah. He enlisted in the Canadian 

Armed Forces, Expeditionary Force in July of 1918 at Calgary, 

Canada.  The enlistment was with Lord Strathcona’s Horses, 

Royal Canadians. They fought overseas in France until the unit 

was demobilized in 1920. Elder had been riding horses since he 

was seven-years-old. 

  In the 1920’s Ted was one of the top acts in the Ringling 

Brothers Barnum & Bailey Circus. Leslie’s nickname was 

“Suicide Ted Elder” so he went by Ted most of the time. In the 

1930s both Pearl and Ted traveled around the world from 

Madison Square Garden in New York, to Holland, France, 

Denmark, Belgium, Germany, Great Britain and “down under” to 

Australia where he boxed with the kangaroos!  

  When Pearl and Ted moved to the Antelope Valley in the 1950s, 

Gene Autry gave a call to train his horse “Champion.” Ted also 

worked as an extra in Western movies.  They were friends with 

many of the Hollywood movie stars including Will Rogers, Hoot 

Gibson and Tom Mix. 

  The following was written in Volume 1,  Number 1 of the 
Newsletter, Dewsnup Family Ties. It was written by Elaine S. 
Rand in June 1962.  
 
  "Ted Elder, a son of Bertha Ann Dewsnup who married 

Pearl McDonald while married to rodeo clown 

Pinky Gist. 



   
           

Jonathan Elder, was for seven years the World's Champion Trick Rider. He retired undefeated! To further impress 
his family, he married his wife Pearl in the days when she was billed as queen of the fancy ropers with the old 101 
Ranch Circus. Ted was inventor of "Roman Riding", performing in such places as the Madison Square Garden in 
New York, where while standing one foot each on the backs of two wildly galloping horses, he jumped completely 
over a blazing truck. He was known in show biz all over the world as "Suicide Ted Elder". He loved to tell of one 
time he won a chariot race in the circus by driving four wild, unbroken horses hitched to a movie set chariot. One 
of the clowns rode with him, inspiring the horses with a pitchfork applied to their rumps. He won the race because 
all other charioteers gave those wild horses and "Suicide Ted" a wide berth.  
  He rode in many European countries and with his wife performed in Australia. He even boxed a kangaroo in a 
New York night club. Later he trained the show horses used by Gene Autry in the movies. Now he enjoys the 
relatively safe pastime of playing golf at one of Uncle Sam's desert airbases. He says when he retires he is going 
to go all out for genealogy and research work. His hobby is raising pigeons up near Lancaster, Calif. He has 
served in two Branch Presidencies in the mission field, one in Jackson, Miss., the other in Lancaster, Calif."  
 
  There are numerous wild stories and wonderful photographs to go along with this, but not 
enough room. Ted lived with his wife Mildred at the retirement community Mayflower 
Gardens in Quartz Hill. He passed away on July 10, 1981 and is buried at Desert Lawn in 
Palmdale, CA.  Pearl passed away December 6, 1963 and is buried at Lancaster Cemetery, 
but sadly, does not have a headstone. We will work with the remaining family, who I have 
been in contact with, to make sure she has a headstone in the future. 

  And just an interesting sidenote:  While 
researching Ted Elder I found through 
DNA that I am related to two of Pearl 
McDonald’s spouses! Yes, Leslie 
Claybourne Elder is my 8th cousin, 3x 
removed, and Clarence Wallace “Pinky” 
Gist is my 8th cousin, 1x removed! I have 
been in contact with my new cousin, Jeff 
Christensen who is my 8th cousin and 
grandson of Leslie Elder. Jeff is a rep with 
General Motors and lives with his family 
in Shanghai, China!  It’s a small world! 
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Above: Ted Elder courtesy of the Raymond Museum. 

Right: Pearl McDonald Elder trick rider and roper 

courtesy of Family Search. 

“Happy trails to you…” 

Bronze headstone at Desert Lawn Memorial Park in 
Palmdale. Photo courtesy of Jack and Ruth Gravance. 
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MIDGET RACES AT LANCASTER  
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June 30, 1939 ad for the Midget Auto Races—The Signal 

Santa Clarita, CA newspaper. 

  Leona Valley resident Karl Pearcy loaned me his scrapbook 
put together by his mother in the 1950s when Karl was racing 
his Midget car.  Karl remembers racing his car in Quartz Hill 
and at the old AV Fairgrounds and all around So. California.  
His mother kept a wonderful chronicle of Karl and his win-
nings and the fun he used to have racing his midget car. The 
photos below should bring back some fond memories! 

  In the 1930s (before Karl’s time!) Don R. Jaqua, Commander 
of  American Legion Post 311, advertised the “Midget races at 
Lancaster, July fourth, head a program that is packed with fun 
and thrill! Expert drivers will race for prizes in the hurtling 
‘buzz wagons’ at the Lancaster Fair Grounds.” 

 

Top: Karl outside of sponsor Martin Oldsmobile. Ctr: 

1958 with Sue Thomas at Palmdale Plaza. Bottom: 

Newspaper 1958, Karl nine-years-old. Center right: 

Karl’s racer displayed in Martin Olds window. Bottom 

right: Lancaster Christmas parade 1956.  



SHOP AT THE AVRM WEBSITE 
           Visit our website at https://avmuseum.org/shop/ 

Explore our great gift shop with an ever growing range of 
unique books, gifts & souvenirs!  

     Check out the new book arrival—”Desert Almond Farmer” 
written and illustrated by Mary Kaye Godde Stamets.  The 
book is about AV pioneer Frederick Godde and his experience 
as an almond farmer in the Antelope Valley, beautifully 
illustrated by the author as well. 

     We have numerous books and other items for sale with 
something for everyone on your list! Check out our website for 
a complete list of titles for your reading enjoyment.  
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE AVRM! 



Website: www.avmuseum.org 

www.facebook.com/Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

Mailing address: 

AVRM 
P.O. Box 1316 
Lancaster, CA 93584 
 
Contact us:  
avmuseum@verizon.net 
 
Donate and pay dues via PayPal and  
credit card on our website 

ANTELOPE VALLEY RURAL MUSEUM  
GIFT STORE 

 
Annual membership dues  
Hats—all baseball hats (Members) 
Hats—all baseball hats (Non-members) 
Lancaster, CA Through Time               
History books—all books are priced at: 
   Images of America “Lancaster” 
   Images of America “Palmdale” 
   Legendary Locals of the AV 
   (Above AV history books signed by  
    Norma Gurba) 
    P-38 Lightning 
    Images of America “Edwards Air Force Base” 
DVDs  Listed DVDs are priced at:                  $20.00 
    Jane Pinheiro Wildflowers 
    Yester Years—AV History 1876—1942 
     1987 Rural Olympics (narrated) 
     Evolution of the Rural Olympics book 

       (On DVD—Excel & Word Doc format)  
 

The AVRM is a 501(c)(3) public charity 
EIN: 27-1002922 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: The AVRM will honor the history of the 
Antelope Valley with documentation, preservation, exhibition, and 

education. 

$20.00 
$10.00 
$15.00 
$25.00 

 
$20.00 

 
 
 

Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

P.O. Box 1316 
Lancaster, CA 93584 

DONATIONS 
Pickus Challenge 2022—2023 
     Building Fund 
 
Honor the Past Plaques and  
Display Sponsorship 
(Custom laser cut wood plaques with 
Personal memorial or message)  
 
Bronze Sponsorship Donor 
Silver Sponsorship Donor 
Gold Sponsorship Donor 

$1,000 

 

$1,500 

$100 
$1000 

$10,000 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2022 

Applebee’s Flapjack Fundraiser—June 25, 2022 

 (See the Rawlings’ Review on Pg. 2 for details) 


