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       CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE     

     The Museum building is coming along, but 

the final part is a slow process, especially in 

the approval requirements. 

     We are planning to open the museum in the 

Farm and Garden Building for the spring fair 

and Poppy Festival which will be held April 

22, 23, and 24. The grandstand events will be 

the motorsports events including the Rural 

Olympics. The Rural Olympics will be held on Saturday the 23rd at 12 

noon. The fall fair will be a concert series. The Old Timers BBQ will be 

held on October 23. 

     I would also like to thank Tim and Tom Fuller from Hunter Dodge 

Ram for the generous donation of a restored 1939 Dodge 1-1/2 ton 

flatbed truck to the museum. The truck was originally sold in 1939 by the 

prior owner of the Dodge dealership and bought back by Hank Hunter 

when he bought the dealership 

in the early forties. Thank you 

Tim and Tom. 

Your President,                          

Giovanni ‘G’ Simi   
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RAWLINGS’ REVIEW 

Drywall installation began 

shortly after New Year’s Day.  
Thanks again to Steve Wane 
and Builders Unlimited for 
donating the drywall 
materials. BUC has also been 
contracted to install the 
insulation and drywall and 
drywall tape & texture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Drywall Tape texture and painting is underway.  

Bob Smith has donated the painting labor for the 
restrooms. Alan White has donated the labor to 
install the FRP (Fiberglass Reinforced Plastic) 
wainscot panels. Biff Baker and Rich Coye have 
donated the labor to install the tile base. These are 
professionals in their trades and I can only say it is 
good and humbling to have such good and generous 
friends.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plumbing fixtures 
have been installed 
in the restrooms by 
Corey Christensen. 
Plumbing with 
partitions and 
accessories to be 
installed this week 
by Stumbaugh & 
Associates. 
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 Ductless Heating and Air Conditioning is being 
installed with labor donated by Bob and Tracy 
Alvis.  The 13 hi-tech units are among the most 
efficient available today and can be individually 
controlled as needed.                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My longtime friend Ike Winchell deserves a 
special thank you for all the time and assistance he 
has given over the past 12 months and especially for 
overseeing most of the above activities while I was 
on a Hawaiian vacation with family this past month. 

Speaking of Volunteers, the 2021 AVRM 

Volunteer of the Year award was presented to Lynn 
DuPratt at the March Board Meeting.    

Lynn stepped up as  
our interim Secretary 
this past year and was 
elected to the position 
of Recording Secretary 
for 2022.   

Last year Lynn almost 
singlehandedly created 
the new Local Artists 
Gallery for the 
museum.   

Above: Lynn with the 
new Art Gallery. Left: 
AVRM Volunteer of the 
Year Award. 

          Bill Rawlings 
          Finance Officer                 
                                               

 

2022 DUES ARE DUE! 
Please see page 9 of this 
newsletter for the 
Membership application. 
We look forward to your 
continued support! 



An interesting look back at what was happening in 
the Antelope Valley 100 years ago from the files of 

the Ledger-Gazette.  
Clippings courtesy of Mildred “Mickey” Primmer. 

 
April 21, 1922—Look young! To darken hair apply 
common garden sage brewed into a heavy tea with 
sulfur added. This will turn gray streaked and faded 
hair beautifully dark and luxuriant! 
     Coming to the Lancaster Theater Wednesday night, 
April 26—Hoot Gibson in the film “Red Courage.” 
Show starts promptly at 8’oclock. Price of seats, 22 
cents and 29 cents. 
 
April 28, 1922—Five hundred feet of standard size fire 
hose has been received for the Lancaster Fire 
Department. A two-wheel cart has also been received 
and stands all ready and waiting beside the big fire 
truck in the engine house at the waterworks plant. 
     Time to call a halt with tourists passing through this 
man’s town at a high rate of speed! Just because this is 
a small town, and we have cactus trees and sage brush 
along the highway is no reason whatsoever for people 
to speed through our town. 
 
May 5, 1922—One of the biggest crowds ever 
assembled at a barbeque will be seen at Mojave on 
Sunday, May 21, when appropriate exercises will be 
staged in celebration of the completion of the 26 miles 
of paved highway, running from Lancaster to Mojave. 
     After surveying the ground last week by our local 
surveyor, work was started early Monday morning on 
the new and imposing brick structure being erected on 
the corner of Antelope Avenue and Eleventh Street by 
Mrs. R.B. Cameron. 
 
May 19, 1922—The oil activity in the Antelope Valley 
is surely looking good at this time. Hundreds of visitors 
come up every week to visit the various wells. The 
Great Angelus well started drilling on the eastside on 
May 10. 

  

May 19, 1922—Finished Mojave road offers a splendid 
drive with completion of the 26 miles from Lancaster to 
Mojave motorists are enable to drive up all the way 
from Los Angeles to Mojave via the Antelope Valley, 
on a paved highway.       
 
June 2, 1922—Prospects for a big apricot crop is 
encouraging. Recently C.B. Williams brought into our 
office a twig from one of his numerous apricot trees 
containing 23 young apricots. 
     Black, the blacksmith tell us that he is breaking 
ground this week for a new residence on one of his lots 
facing beech Avenue and to the rear of his home place 
on South Antelope Avenue. He will rent this house, and 
this will help the rental situation on our town. 

June 9, 1922—Lancaster started off the series right by 
winning the first game. The local baseball team beat 
Monolith last Sunday and now share first place with 
Tehachapi and Mojave.  
     The Edison Company has just completed removing 
three of their old transformers from the Lancaster 
substation and have installed three larger ones which 
will almost double the capacity of the Lancaster station. 
 
June 16, 1922—Mark Twain’s cabin at Jackass Hill, 
Tuolumne County, California, which has been 
reproduced as a permanent landmark, is to be dedicated 
Sunday, June 16. It was in this cabin that Twain wrote 
many of his stories that won him international fame. 
     How they all enjoy coming back to Antelope Valley. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Hannam and son, former residents 
of the Muroc district, spent Saturday and Sunday with 
old friends and neighbors in the Muroc district. 
 
June 23, 1922—Realty business activity in Lancaster. 
A.J. Rutledge & Sons, local realtors and Southern 
Pacific Land Agents, report S.P. sales amounting to 
$26,616 for May and $28,725 for the first 20 days in 
June. 
     Next Wednesday evening June 28, moving pictures    
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Oil drilling rig near old AV Fairgrounds, Lancaster eastside circa 
1920s, colorized. Photo credit Primmer Collection/AVRM. 

George Black’s blacksmith shop on Antelope Avenue color-
ized. Photo credit Primmer Collection/AVRM. 



will be shown at the Palmdale Church featuring Tom 
Mix in “Rough Diamond.”     

July 1, 1922—About 100 people gathered early 
Tuesday morning, July 4th, at the beautiful ranch home 
of Mr. and Mrs. R.N. Wright in the Antelope district, 
northeast of town for a genuine old-time celebration. 
     The people of Lancaster and vicinity will be 
interested to know that the Budget just adopted by the 
Board of Supervisors for the year beginning July 1 
contains an appropriation of $8,000 for the erection of a 
combined Library and Court building in our city. 
 
August 11, 1922—A crew of workmen have been busy 
the past week building an abutment on the new Redman 
highway, just east of the Sierra Madre ranch, which was 
washed out last spring by waters from the Littlerock 
creek. 
     Duties of ship surgeon increase because of wireless-
calls for aid. As a result of the perfection of wireless 
communication at sea the work of the ship surgeon has 
been greatly enhanced. 
                                  
September 1, 1922—One of the biggest real estate deals 
was consummated last week whereby 160 acres bearing 
pear orchard and 160 acres of raw land changed hands; 
the price paid for same was given at above $100,000. 
     The first street dance held in Lancaster two weeks 
ago was such a success that another one was held last 
Saturday evening and was a howling success. It was 
estimated that there were 500 people dancing at a time 
at this free dance. 
     Thirty-five cars of pears were sent to the east and 
twelve to Los Angeles from the Littlerock district 
recently. The crop from Littlerock is almost normal, but 
the Llano and Valyermo Bartlett crop is a bumper one. 
     Ledger-Gazette moving to commodious home—Last 
Saturday the big newspaper press of the “Old Reliable” 
was moved from the building east of the tracks to its 
new home in the Cameron building, corner of Eleventh 
and Antelope Avenue. 

  

September 15, 1922—According to reports coming in 
from Roosevelt district, the good people of that section 
are preparing to have a gala time there tomorrow with a 
grand ball in the evening as a happy climax to the day. 
 
October 13, 1922—A 60,000 barrel reservoir has just 
been finished at Quartz Hill. It is 20x5 feet and nine 
feet high. Cement was used in the construction. A steel 
5-inch pipeline, 1000 feet in length, will be finished this 
week. 
    There will be appropriate exercises Thursday 
evening of this week at the Antelope Valley Union 
High School auditorium, when the dedication of the 
new school buildings will be held. 
 
October 20 & 22, 1922—The new Antelope Valley 
Hospital opened its doors to the public October 15. The 
Antelope Valley Hospital is attended by its builder and 
manager, Dr. Morrison to be all that the name 

implies—a hospital in the heart of the valley where 
anyone may receive service.  
     Antelope Valley is growing famous as a watermelon 
center. She has proven that the finest flavored 
watermelons in the world can be grown here—
watermelons for size can easily compete with other 
places. 
     The Ford Motor Co. has just reduced its prices 
F.O.B. Detroit: Touring $393; Runabout $364; Coupe 
$530; Sedan $595 with starter and demountable rims—
Wm. W. Wurzburger, Lancaster. 
     Movie “City” started here by the Robertson Cole 
Film Co near Tropico Mines west of Rosamond. The 
Antelope Valley Lumber Co. has sold a big order of 
lumber to build a huge “dam” that will be blow up later 
inundating the “city.” 
 
November 3, 1922—Thousands of new signposts for 
the guidance of motorists over roads both in So. Calif. 
and leading to the state are now being placed by the 
Automobile Club of Southern California. 
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1921 lobby card for the movie “The Rough Diamond” starring 
Tom Mix. 

Pearland fruit packers loading pears, colorized, undated. 
Primmer Collection/AVRM. 



WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

SUSIE (WRIGHT) OLDHAM DAVIS 

 
     The 2022 Women’s History Month theme “proudly honors those who, in 
both public and private life, provide healing and promote hope for the 
betterment of all.”  We have many women in the Antelope Valley who fit that 
description and Susie Wright is at the top of that list. 
     Susie was born September 23, 1870 in Buffalo, New York to John Norris 
Wright (1817-1903) and Harriett (McKay) Wright (1828-1882).  By 1880, the 
family had moved to Iowa where Harriet would pass away in 1882 of pleurisy.  
     The story begins when Susie arrived in Palmdale in 1895 and is best told by 
Jean Hagen in an interview from September 22, 1949: 
     “No, we didn’t have coolers and we didn't have any ice either, nor electricity 
nor gas,” said Mrs. Susie Oldham Davis, her black eyes twinkling at my look of 
consternation.  “People nowadays don’t know what it was like back then.  They 
would have a hard time if they had to go back.  But I don’t believe people are 
as happy now as they were 60 years ago.” 
     Mrs. Davis, whose birthday is tomorrow, September 23, was telling me 
about her early years in the valley.  She remembers the night of November 17, 
1895, when she arrived on the midnight train in Palmdale from Emmetsburg, 
Iowa.  “It was black as a stack of cats!” 
     She had come out to join her 77-year-old father, John Wright, who had 

bought land at Big Rock in a colony being promoted by the Howard and Wilson magazine company at Chicago.      
 

“Desert Captivates You” 
 

     The young eastern girl wasn’t too favorably impressed with Antelope Valley.  “There was nothing but 
sagebrush, greasewood, and yucca trees,” she said.  “I didn’t think much of it.”  After a minute she added, “But 
you know there is something about the desert that captivates you.” 
     Her first morning at Big Rock, she and her father went to church.  “Everybody went to church in those days,” 
Mrs. Davis said. “I counted 102 in Sunday School, so I’m sure there weren’t more than a half a dozen left at 
home!” she laughed.  Mrs. Davis recalls what happened on their way to church.  “We hadn’t gone 300 feet when  
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Woman’s Relief Corps of Lancaster at the turn of the century colorized photo. Susie (Wright)Oldham 
Davis, second row, second from right. Photo credit Settle Collection/AVRM. Portait photo above left 
and marriage announcement (page 6) courtesy of the Hamilton family. 



we heard a buzz in the brush, a rattlesnake. Father said, ‘You stay and watch it and I’ll get the hoe’ I told my 
father I’d gladly get the hoe! He could stay and watch! He killed the snake and we went on to church.” 
 

Came to Lancaster 
 

     The Big Rock colony, called Myrtle, broke up for lack of water after a few years. The former Susie Wright, her 
husband, Aaron V. Oldham, whom she had married on October 27, 1897, and her father came to Lancaster to 
make their home. 
     In that year, 1899, there wasn’t much at Lancaster: the Western hotel, another hotel run by Mrs. Hannah, two 
little country stores on the corners of 10th street and Sierra Highway, and the homes of about 17 families.  
     She told about the desert coolers they used to keep their butter and milk fresh. They were cupboard-like affairs, 
set outside in a shady place. They were covered with burlap and at the top was a tray, kept full of water, with 
strips of burlap dangling from it. Water jugs of a porous clay, were covered with wet burlap too, she said. 
 

$3 a Day 
 

     Mr. Oldham at first worked on the road for $3 a day, man and team. Later he went into the well business. “He 
helped with the first artesian well in the valley. He and John Carter worked together for years.” 
     The Oldham property in those days included about three-quarters of the block, besides a piece on 10th Street 
West. “We had a reservoir where that brown house east of us is now. And alfalfa for our horses, cow, and pig. 
Had to get rid of the livestock as the town grew, but we still have our chickens.” 
     Mrs. Davis showed me a picture of her only child, John, when he was a small lad. In the background was the 
school house, a 2-story brick building which was located where the hospital now stands. 
 

Everybody at Post Office 
 

     In those days a Mr. Dunsmoor had the Lancaster post office at his home.  “Along about 6 p.m. the mail came 
in. In the cool of the evening, everybody in town would go over there and stand around and visit while the 
postmaster sorted the mail,” Mrs. Davis remembers with pleasure. 
     Obviously a resourceful young woman, Mrs. Davis worked up quite a business in those early days. An expert 
at making bread from childhood (she won a blue ribbon for her bread at the Palo Alto County Fair in Iowa when 
she was only 10 years old), Mrs. Davis started baking bread in the young town of Lancaster. She worked up her 
business until she was daily putting out 95 loaves, which she baked in an outdoor oven. 
     

Made “Queen Yeast”  
 

     It was during that time that she started making her own yeast cakes 
and sold them here and in Los Angeles under the trade name of “Queen 
Yeast.”  
     The bakery business grew so that they hired a baker, and put up a 
bakery shop where DuBois’s store now is. That business they operated  
four and a half years, selling it to Mr. Linder. 
     When asked what they did for fun in those days, Mrs. Davis said, “We 
had the Women’s Relief Corps, much like the present American Legion 
Auxiliary, and we had our church and the Ladies Aid.”  An important 
social event was the monthly bean dinner put on by the corps. Everybody 
in town attended to feast on Boston brown bread and baked beans. 
      

Same House 49 Years  
 

     Mrs. Davis has lived in the same house for the past 49 years. The 
house, at 322 West 10th street, was moved here from Big Rock in 1900.  
They took it apart, Mrs. Davis said, because they couldn’t get it across 
Big Rock creek in one piece. It was hauled across the desert in wagons. 
     “Lancaster has grown way beyond my expectations.” Mrs. Davis said, 
“It’s a town of slow growth, or has been since I came...there was a boom 
just before that. It’s going to be all right, if we don’t run out of water. 
I’ve been hoping we would get some from the aqueduct. 
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Wedding announcement 1897 Oldham-Wright 



 

      “I like the desert. I wouldn’t want to go back east where they have those cyclones. I’ve seen cyclones. 
Earthquakes don’t bother me. They come on so fast you don’t have time to worry.” 
     In an 1957 newspaper article, unnamed contributor, Susie recalled more of her time in Lancaster: 
     Medical assistance for ailing residents in Lancaster was supplied, toward the beginning of the century, by Mrs. 
Susie Davis of Cedar Avenue. In the days when there were no permanent doctors, townspeople brought their ills to 
Mrs. Davis to treat with her homeopathic medicine mixtures. And they got well. Much faith was accorded her 
remedies and among her patients was the daughter of R.B. Cameron, then publisher of the Antelope Valley Ledger-
Gazette. 
     When trained physicians came to stay and practice, however, Mrs. Davis gave up medicine in favor of more 
advanced practitioners.  
      Following the death of her first husband, Aaron Oldham in 1936, the spry little woman married Carlos “Carl” 
Davis in 1942. She was widowed again in 1951. Her days as town physician had their beginning with the birth of 
her son. She was lucky enough to bear him during the two week stay of a trained doctor but her nurse suggested she 
buy a kit of homeopathic capsules and an osteopathic book of medicine for her own benefit. 
     It was thus her remedial efforts took on added scope as persons in need of some kind of doctoring appealed to 
her for aid.  Not wishing to extend her talents into midwifery, Mrs. Davis taught Mrs. Annie “Mom” Evert to take 
temperature and pulse readings and Mrs. Evert served as a midwife. 
     Mrs. Davis formed the first bucket brigade in the town also, during a fire in the saloon and restaurant occupying 
the side where Westcott-Plummer now resides. Water to fight the blaze had to be carried from the railroad water 
tank. At her suggestion a human relay chain was formed to pass water laden bucket from hand to hand, saving 
water and time.  
     Other memories related were that at the turn of the century milk was ten cents a quart, a man and his team was 
paid $3 a day for labor and a ton of hay cost $10. Her first home was a rented one on Milling and Date for which a 
sum of $100 paid the rental for an entire year. 
     Susie (Wright) Oldham Davis is buried at Lancaster Cemetery along with her father, John Norris Wright; first 
husband, Aaron Valentine Oldham; her second husband, the Reverend Carl Clarmont Davis; her son, John Conner 
Oldham;  daughter-in-law Melazine (Mumaw) Oldham, and numerous other relations. 
     Susie certainly left her mark on the Antelope Valley as one of the great women to have settled in this area.  
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The home of John Norris Wright on land that used to be where the old J.C. Penny store was on Lancaster 

Blvd. Colorized photo of John Wright (left), Aaron V. Oldham (center) holding John C. Oldham, and right, 

Susie (Wright) Oldham dated 1901. Behind Susie to the right is an artesian well. Fred Strasburg Collection/

AVRM. 



     Being manager at Antelope Valley Cemetery District gives me access to researching some of the most 
interesting stories from the AV and the story of 
George Thomas W. Risley of Lake Hughes is no 
exception! 
     Mr. Risley was born on August 6, 1855 in 
Athens, Ohio, the son of Civil War veteran Reason 
Risley and his wife Lucinda Parsons Risley.   
     George Risley moved from Ohio to Kansas 
marrying three times, first to Matilda Linton in 
Ohio, June 3, 1878; next to Flora Andrews in 
Kansas, June 26, 1886; and last to a young lady (21 
years his junior), Lillie Garver, age 19, in Kansas, 
August 30, 1901.  Lillie would bear four children 
by Risley and in 1918, divorced from him, she 
passed away. He had 11 children from the three 
wives. 
     From 1912 to 1931 Risley lived in Livesley 
Station, West Salem, Oregon. By 1936, Risley was 
a registered voter, a Republican, living in Lake 
Hughes, California.  He was living with his 
daughter Hazel R. Lewis and her husband Harry 
Milton Lewis.  Their son, Richard Ralph Lewis, 
was a firefighter and the owner of Pine Canyon 
Cherry Farm.  
     Risley was known to have once traveled with the 
circus, played the fiddle for dances and followed 
the trade of a stonemason. 
     George W. Risley’s claim to fame was the fact 
that he had grown three sets of teeth with the third 
set growing at age 94! 
     From the Independent-Record, Helena, Montana, 
February 15, 1949: 
 
                       GROWS OWN TEETH 

    Lake Hughes, Calif.  
     Store teeth are not for George W. Risley, 94.  He 
grows his own. Risley proudly displayed two new 
teeth today and he says more of his third set are on 
the way because he’s still teething. 
       
     Obituary, Valley Times, North Hollywood, CA 
November 27, 1951: 
 

GEORGE RISLEY OF TEETH FAME  
DIES AT 96 

     Funeral services for George W. Risley, 96, the 
man who gained fame three years ago when his 
third set of natural teeth grew, are pending today at 
Mumaw Mortuary in Lancaster.  
     Death came to him Sunday at the Los Angeles 
General Hospital after a short illness. Up to the 
time of his relapse, he was active with his violin 
playing and his flower growing. His great interest 
in baseball never waned. 
     He made his home with a daughter, Mrs. Hazel 
Lewis, in Lake Hughes for 18 years. He survived 
all but two of his 11 children, Mrs. Lewis and a 
son, Floyd Risley of Sweet Home, Ore. Mr. Risley 
was a native of Athens, Ohio, and was engaged in 
the trade of masonry for many years. 
     He leaves 13 grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren. Four of his grandsons, Richard, 
Gerald, Donald and Vernon Lewis, and Clarence 
Austin and J.B. Hurd will serve as pallbearers at 
his funeral. 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT 
GEORGE THOMAS W. RISLEY OF LAKE HUGHES GREW THREE SETS OF TEETH! 

Ripley’s Believe It or Not in the Star Press, Muncie, Indiana dated 
December 24, 1949. 

Headstone at Antelope Valley Cemetery District/Lancaster  
Cemetery in Lancaster, California, History Section 10-D-23. 
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SHOP AT THE AVRM WEBSITE 
           Visit our website at https://avmuseum.org/shop/ 

Explore our great gift shop with an ever growing range of 
unique books, gifts & souvenirs!  

     Check out the new book arrival—”Desert Almond Farmer” 
written and illustrated by Mary Kaye Godde Stamets.  The 
book is about AV pioneer Frederick Godde and his experience 
as an almond farmer in the Antelope Valley, beautifully 
illustrated by the author as well. 

     We have numerous books and other items for sale with 
something for everyone on your list! Check out our website for 
a complete list of titles for your reading enjoyment.  
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE AVRM! 

TELL A FRIEND TO JOIN! 



Website: www.avmuseum.org 

www.facebook.com/Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

Mailing address: 

AVRM 
P.O. Box 1316 
Lancaster, CA 93584 
 
Contact us:  
avmuseum@verizon.net 
 
Donate and pay dues via PayPal and  
credit card on our website 

ANTELOPE VALLEY RURAL MUSEUM  
GIFT STORE 

 
Annual membership dues  
Hats—all baseball hats (Members) 
Hats—all baseball hats (Non-members) 
Lancaster, CA Through Time               
History books—all books are priced at: 
   Images of America “Lancaster” 
   Images of America “Palmdale” 
   Legendary Locals of the AV 
   (Above AV history books signed by  
    Norma Gurba) 
    P-38 Lightning 
    Images of America “Edwards Air Force Base” 
DVDs Listed are priced at:                                $20.00 
    Jane Pinheiro Wildflowers 
    Yester Years—AV History 1876—1942 
     1987 Rural Olympics (narrated) 
     Evolution of the Rural Olympics book 

       (On DVD—Excel & Word Doc format)  
 

The AVRM is a 501(c)(3) public charity 
EIN: 27-1002922 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: The AVRM will honor the history of the 
Antelope Valley with documentation, preservation, exhibition, and 

education. 

$20.00 
$10.00 
$15.00 
$25.00 

 
$20.00 

 
 
 

Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

P.O. Box 1316 

Lancaster, CA 93584 

DONATIONS 
Pickus Challenge 2022—2023 
     Building Fund 
 
Honor the Past Plaques and  
Display Sponsorship 
(Custom laser cut wood plaques with 
Personal memorial or message)  
 
Bronze Sponsorship Donor 
Silver Sponsorship Donor 
Gold Sponsorship Donor 

$1,000 

 

$1,500 

$100 
$1000 

$10,000 

 

California Poppy Festival at the AV Fairgrounds 

Friday, April 22—Sunday, April 24. 

2022 DUES ARE DUE! 


