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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE     

     The normal time for our Fair would be very 

close to now.  The Livestock Committee is 

planning for the auction that is scheduled for 

Thursday.  It will be a hybrid auction with 

online and in person bidding.  Make sure you 

are registered in advance if you plan to bid on 

an animal.  The rest of the Barntober Fest will 

be in October.  There are no concerts scheduled 

at this time, but the motor sports events will 

provide their usual entertainment.  Check the 

AV Fair website, avfair.com, for particulars.  Current information 

indicates that you’ll need to buy tickets in advance for the event. 

     The new building is coming along, but will probably not be ready for 

the Barntober Fest.  Whenever the building is ready for occupancy, we 

will be asking for volunteers to assist in the move.  In the meantime, we 

are still located in the Farm and Garden Building by the windmill.   

Please plan on coming by the Museum during Barntober Fest. 

     Our board has been adding displays to the museum and our art gallery 

has expanded.  Displays have been expanded and updated with new items 

and they look great!  Unfortunately, some of our board has been dealing 

with health issues.  We look like a major league baseball team in late 

August with the injured reserve bigger than the team on the field.  But we 

will get better with all the prayers being sent.  Thank you and bless you 

all.                                        

                                                            Giovanni ‘G’ Simi   
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RAWLINGS’ REVIEW 

 

     With a little bit of luck, a 
monumental amount of work, 
and possibly some magic, we 
could finally be moved into or 
at least moving into our new 
home by Christmas! 

     The plan (Plan C or D, I 
cannot remember which) had 
been to complete,  

construction by mid-August, spend 6 weeks moving, 
and have a Grand opening on October 1st.   As the 
old Yiddish adage states, “Man plans and God 
laughs...”  

     Eight weeks following the Fire Sprinkler Plan 
submittal, we have finally received our Fire 
Protection System Permit from the State Fire 
Marshal and can now proceed with construction 
scheduling.  The wait has been long and frustrating. 

      A little back story might be helpful: 

     This project is a partnership between the AV 
Rural Museum and the AV Fair Association.  About 
a year ago, construction was paused because of the 
uncertainty for fundraising opportunities and the 
cancelation of the 2020 AV Fair.  

     The building had reached the point of a complete 
shell, with all exterior walls, roof, doors and 
windows installed, so an agreement was made with 
our contractor,  J.P. Toneman, to pause construction. 

     After seven months of inactivity we decided to 
proceed as owner-builders.  The AVRM purchased 
the steel framing material for the interior walls of the 
restrooms and library.  As I documented in the June 
Newsletter, that framing is now complete thanks to 
many hours of donated labor by several old and new 
friends.  

     As of today, the rough plumbing is complete. The 
rough electrical is well under way and the heating 
and AC equipment is onsite.   

     Much in the same tradition that the original AV 
Fairgrounds was purchased by selling donated 
alfalfa, the AVRM is being built with material 
donations from local businesses and volunteer labor 
from local citizens. A full list of donors and 
volunteers will be announced once we are done, but 
for now I can tell you that the drywall has been 
donated. The labor for all tile work, restroom wall 
wainscoting, interior wall and door painting, door 
and hardware installation, and heating and AC 
installation has been pledged. 
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     Thank you all for your support.  Please continue 
donating your time and money so that we may 
continue to preserve and display our rich Antelope 
Valley history! 

                                      Bill Rawlings 

                                  Finance Officer/Membership      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUPPORT AVRM WITH 

SMILE AT AMAZON.COM 

 

 

 

You can help support the Antelope Valley Rural 
Museum every time you purchase anything on 
Amazon.com.  Just go to Smile.Amazon.com and 
make Antelope Valley Rural Museum your charity 
to support! It’s that easy! A percentage will go to 
the AVRM from whatever you purchase.  

     With the holidays creeping up on us, this is a 
great opportunity to increase our AmazonSmile 
donations by reminding you  how you can support 
the AVRM and help make a difference by shopping 
for gifts at smile.amazon.com or by downloading 
the AmazonSmile app on your phone!  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Oct 1—10, 2021  BARNTOBER FEST at the AV 
Fairgrounds. https://avfair.com/barntober-fest/ 

GET A JUMP ON THE HOLIDAYS 

SHOP AT THE AVRM WEBSITE 
     Visit our website at https://avmuseum.org/shop/ 

Explore our great gift shop with an ever growing 
range of unique books, gifts & souvenirs!  
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JOHN ABNER “JERKY” JOHNSON, JR. 

 By Dayle DeBry 

 

     Off on another wild tangent I went after reading a letter dated 
August 7, 1964 to historian and Tropico Gold Camp co-owner, 
Glen Settle, from Calhoun “Cal” Collins.  This paragraph sent me 
off again to research a man nicknamed “Jerky...” 
     “I would surely like to receive a copy of your Historical 
Society Bulletin about the Roaming Antelope, as I am writing a 
little history about Jerky Johnson, who took up a homestead at 
Neenach, married Peter Bailey’s granddaughter, and made jerky 
out of deer and your roaming antelope which he hauled to the Los 
Angeles market.” Sadly, I never found that “little history” he 
wrote. 
     Peter Bailey’s granddaughter was Goldie Melvina Baker, 
daughter of Mary Ann Bailey and Ronald Thomas Baker. John A. 
Johnson and Melvina Baker were married June 5, 1885 in Solano 
County, CA. This is where the story begins.  
     Johnson, Jr. was born to John A. Johnson and Ruth J. Jamison 
in Winters, Yolo County, California in 1863. Johnson, Sr. 
traveled the Oregon Trail in the 1850s and settled in Polk County, 
Oregon where he married Jamison in 1856. By 1859 they had 
moved down south a bit to Shasta Co., California, where John 
was born in 1863, then further south to Yolo Co. and Napa Co., 
California. 
     In 1885 John Abner Johnson, Jr. and Melvina Baker were 
married in Dixon, Solano Co., California. Records show John 

lived in the Del Sur voting precinct in 1888 and in Neenach 
1890—1892. Homestead records show him with 160 acres of land 
on the west side of the Antelope Valley where Highway 138 meets 
260th St. West at Three Points.  

     It was during this time he became known as “Jerky.”  It is best told by the mountaineer named Bill Thomas 
who in 1902 related this story in his own words: “Ev’ry body calls him ‘Jerky’ ‘cause he ‘bout lived on ‘jerked’ 
deer meat. Don’t know what ‘jerky’ is? I swear! Where you ben a’ livin’ all these years? Why you cut the deer 
meat into strips, salt an’ pepper it an’ hang it acrost a clo’es line to dry. In two or three days it’s dry as a chip, an’ 
‘ll keep as long as you want it. Fine stuff to chaw on, an’ pound up an’ make soup or hash.”  And that’s basically 
what John “Jerky” Johnson lived on as most of his time was spent out in the wilderness, hired to  hunt predators. 
     Jerky was a U.S. Marshal and a Los Angeles Deputy Sheriff assigned as a hunter/trapper hired to Kern and 
Ventura Counties, and as far as Arizona and New Mexico.  He was called one of the greatest of the old-time lion 
hunters around. In 1920 Jerky was paid $125 a month by the government and given a $30 bounty for female lions 
and $20 for males. In one month he killed six mountain lions, 100 coyotes, 23 bobcats, 30 foxes, 16 polecats, five 
raccoons and four badgers. One of the mountain lions was said to be “9 feet from nose to tail.” 
     He trapped many a grizzly bear with 25 caught in five months time. Unfortunately, by 1916 the California 
State emblem, the grizzly, was over-hunted and unable to be preserved. The Los Angeles Time related;  “The last  
one  of  this fine game mammal that once roamed the Sierras in many thousands was killed in September, 1916, 
by Jerky Johnson. Jerky was also one of the last of those colorful old characters in the West. Perhaps it is rather 
fitting that the honor should have fallen to him rather than some city slicker.”     
     All this time away from his family, hunting and trapping in the mountains and ranges, took a toll on Jerky’s 
homelife.  He was married three times and had at least 15 children with 13 surviving, so he must have spent some 
time at home!  
     From the Bakersfield Californian, April 30, 1907: 
 

     A Deputy Sheriff Fined at White River 
     “Jerky” Johnson, the well-known deputy sheriff ran across a cruel forest ranger and a still more cruel Justice of 
the Peace up in the White River country last week, and as a result Jerky is poorer by $75. 
 

Photo taken ca. 1884 at Neenach, CA. John Abner Johnson, 
Los Angeles Co. Deputy and U.S. Marshal. 

Photo credit: Arthur Moore III, colorized by D. DeBry 
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     It appears that the Bakersfield man is across the 
line in Tulare County engaged in the arduous 
business of trapping bears, lions and such other big 
game as Colonel Roosevelt has not happened to 
meet, but an inquisitive forest ranger nosing around 
in that neck of the woods, claimed he found a gray 
squirrel in Jerky’s trap one day and at another time 
he found the bait to be venison. 
     Now Jerky explained very fully that the gray 
squirrel got into the trap by the purest accident, and 
that the venison was from the carcass of a deer that a 
cruel lion had killed.  But the forest ranger was 
obdurate and more so that he professed to find a 
bullet hole in the dead deer, and he insisted on 
hailing Mr. Johnson before Judge Freeman at White 
River and preferring charges against him of violating 
the game laws. 
     Jerky explained it all to the Judge likewise, but 
that hard hearted official was mean enough to 
disregard his testimony and to impose a fine of 
seventy-five dollars in coin of the realm which Jerky 
was compelled to pay. 
      Pictured below is Jerky’s first wife, Goldie 
Melvina (Baker) Johnson, who bore at least 13 of his 
children. They divorced some time before 1905 as Jerky was married to Sylvia Slocum for four years and had two 
children with her by 1910. 
     In January of 1873, Peter Bailey, (mentioned in the letter from Calhoun Collins to Glen Settle) the grandfather of 
Melvina Baker Johnson,  was found insane due to his “incoherent ravings about religion and violent conduct after 
he attacked his friends.”  He was admitted to an asylum on January 22, 1873 and died February 7, 1873 of 

“maniacal exhaustion.” 
       Jerky passed away in 1937.  His obituary mentions his family 
but nothing of his wild and exciting life in the mountains. It’s sad 
to see his marker at Fairhaven Memorial Park in Santa Ana, CA is 
neglected (below): 

JOHNSON—At the home of his daughter in Long Beach, 
California, March 26, 1937. John Abner Johnson, aged 73 years. 
He is survived by seven daughters, Mrs. Laura Brown, Mrs. Lue 
Bullock, Mrs. Ruth Atkinson, Mrs. Katie Ralls, and Mrs. Gladys 
L. Elcano of Bakersfield; Mrs. Marjorie Craft, of Long Beach, and 
Mrs. May Tangaman of Yakima, Wash.; six sons, Frank R. 
Johnson, of Fairmont;  Monty E. Johnson of  Bellflower; J. A. 
Johnson and William Johnson of Bakersfield; Ray Johnson of 
Arvin and Zel Johnson of Coalinga; three brothers, Walter 
Johnson, of Cottonwood; Elwood Johnson, of Chester, and 
Andrew Johnson of Fort Bragg, California. Funeral Services will 
be held at 2 o’clock Monday afternoon in the Brown and Wagner 
chapel with Rev. George A. Warmer officiating. Interment will 
follow in the family plot in Fairhaven Cemetery. 
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Jerky Johnson’s hunting cabin in the Tehachapi area  - 1902. 

Los Angeles Herald photo, colorized.. 

Photo by Patsy DiMarco 
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The Johnson Family—Children of John “Jerky” Johnson and Melvina (Baker) Johnson 

Photo was taken circa 1910 at Louiza Johnson’s home. 

L to R back row: Ruth Johnson, Ray Johnson, Louiza or Lou Johnson, Johnny Johnson, Montie Johnson, 
Frank Johnson, Mary Laurel Johnson. Front row L to R: William “Willie” Johnson, Gladys Pauline Johnson, 

and Catherine Grace Johnson. 

     Jerky Johnson’s homestead Section 20, 008N—016W, NE 1/4, 160 acres. Land patent issued  May 3, 1895. 

 



     LANCASTER AND PALMDALE DEPOT SIGNS DONATED TO AVRM 
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     The Lancaster and Palmdale train 
depot signs have both been donated to 
the AVRM thanks to the generosity of  
Quartz Hill High School history teacher 
Gene Molino and local railroad 
enthusiast Bob Alvis (Lancaster sign), 
and author/railroad historian Phil Serpico 
(Palmdale sign). 

     Thanks to a chance service call at 
Molino’s home, Alvis was led to a shed 
on the property.  It was there Molino 
unveiled the wooden Lancaster sign. 
Based on photos found by Dayle DeBry, 
it was determined the sign was placed on 
the depot between 1890 and 1902. 

     The Lancaster depot was destroyed 
by fire (see article below) in July, 1976. 

 

 

 

Photo at top left courtesy of Adrienne 
King. Left to right: Chris Spicher, Bill 
Rawlings, Dayle DeBry, Gene Molino 
and Bob Alvis, July 2021. 

 

Photo at left: Lancaster depot circa 
1940s, colorized. 

 

Below: AV Ledger Gazette newspaper 
July 19, 1976. 
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     The Palmdale depot sign had been in the 
possession of Phil Serpico for many years after 
being handed down to him by a member of the 
Ritter family.  The depot was razed in 1969 to 
“make way for progress.”  

     Photo at right: Dayle DeBry and Phil Serpico 
at the AVRM.  Below right: Palmdale station 
circa 1890s. Bottom of page: AV Press article 
October 28, 1969. 

     Copies of Serpico’s book “Railroading 
through the Antelope Valley,” (pictured below) 
are available for purchase at the AV Rural 
Museum. 
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AVRM ART GALLERY 
  

     Exciting times ahead when our new Museum opens!  Lynn DuPratt has been working on the art gallery at the AVRM 

which will be expanded when we move into our new building.  Many beautiful works of art are displayed right now for 

your enjoyment; from oil to acrylic, pen and ink to watercolor, prints and photographs.  They all add a colorful view of 

the Antelope Valley and other destinations to take your mind away from everything else that is happening in the world 

today.  We also have a DVD available to watch in the art gallery featuring artist Jane Pinheiro. 

     Examples of some of the remarkable artists are:  Mary Austin, John Burgess, Juanita Crothers, David Hockney, 

Jamieson, Lynn Karp, Charles LaMonk, Walt Lee, Bes Misterley, Doug Oliver, Jane Pinheiro, Jim Seargeant, Ada 

Scharf, Fay Shatford, Gene Stout, Nancy Templeton, Kenny Taroma Walker, and Donna Weil.  
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Above: Lynn DuPratt getting help from  

John Knapp hanging the  paintings  

. 

Lynn DuPratt, “Almost done!” (for now…) 

Below: New building showing the new Research Library and  

Art Gallery area. 

Artist Juanita Crothers  

at her easel, painting. 
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE AVRM! 

     This is an excerpt from the book, “Romance and 
Drama in the Valley of Sunshine, Being a Story of Old 
Palmdale,” published by the Palmdale Fruitland 
Company in 1914: 

 

  If your nerves are worn to a ragged edge—go to the 
Antelope Valley: - anywhere. 

 

  If rheumatism persecutes you; or asthma distresses 
you; or your lungs alarm you—go to the Antelope 
Valley—either the north or south slope. 

 

  If you want to fill cattle with pumpkins or alfalfa—go 
to the Antelope Valley—”Langster” country. 

 

  If you want to make from $150 to $800 per acre per 
year raising pears and apples, go to the Antelope 
Valley—Palmdale and Littlerock. 

 

  If you want sunshine—the brightest the sun sends 
down to man; if you want starlight from the thickest 
gathering of the heavenly lamps of night that ever 
man’s little eyes have seen assemble; if you want 
moonlight—the most liquid and mellow that ever  
mocked the noontide’s glare—go to the Antelope 
Valley—anywhere, but preferably to the higher slopes. 

 

 1913 ad for “Palmdale Acres” Los Angeles Times newspaper. 



Website: www.avmuseum.org 

www.facebook.com/Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

Mailing address: 

AVRM 
P.O. Box 1316 
Lancaster, CA 93584 
 
Contact us:  
avmuseum@verizon.net 
 
Donate and pay dues via PayPal and  
credit card on our website 

ANTELOPE VALLEY RURAL MUSEUM  
GIFT STORE 

 
Annual membership dues  
Hats—all baseball hats (Members) 
Hats—all baseball hats (Non-members) 
Lancaster, CA Through Time               
History books—all books are priced at: 
   Images of America “Lancaster” 
   Images of America “Palmdale” 
   Legendary Locals of the AV 
   (Above AV history books signed by  
    Norma Gurba) 
    P-38 Lightning 
    Images of America “Edwards Air Force Base” 
DVDs  Listed DVDs are priced at:                  $20.00 
    Jane Pinheiro Wildflowers 
    Yester Years—AV History 1876—1942 
     1987 Rural Olympics (narrated) 
     Evolution of the Rural Olympics book 

       (On DVD—Excel & Word Doc format)  
 

The AVRM is a 501(c)(3) public charity 
EIN: 27-1002922 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: The AVRM will honor the history of the 
Antelope Valley with documentation, preservation, exhibition, and 

education. 

$20.00 
$10.00 
$15.00 
$25.00 

 
$20.00 

 
 
 

Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

P.O. Box 1316 
Lancaster, CA 93584 

DONATIONS 
Pickus Challenge 2021—2022 
     Building Fund 
 
Honor the Past Plaques and  
Display Sponsorship 
(Custom laser cut wood plaques with 
Personal memorial or message)  
 
Bronze Sponsorship Donor 
Silver Sponsorship Donor 
Gold Sponsorship Donor 

$1,000 

 

$1,500 

$100 
$1000 

$10,000 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2021—STAY TUNED! 

Stay tuned and stay safe! 


