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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE     

        

With the “panicdemic” coming to an end, it 

appears we will be able to reopen the museum.   

Your Board has been diligently building and 

cleaning the museum and it looks great!  The 

new building is getting framing, plumbing, and 

hopefully electrical soon.  When the new 

building is completed, we will need all hands 

on board to complete the move.   We will 

probably have a short time to move to be ready for the Antelope Valley 

Fair & Alfalfa Festival’s Barntober Fest on the first 10 days of October. 

For this year the Old Timers BBQ will be on October 10, the last day of 

Barntober Fest.  Right now, it appears it will take place in the Livestock 

Arena with inside and outside seating.  Looks like our world is getting 

back to normal. 

If you are interested in helping with the museum or being on the Board,  

please contact us for information. 

Looking forward to seeing you in the museum during Barntober Fest, if 

not before! 
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RAWLINGS’ REVIEW 

 

OPENING 
SOON!....hopefully.  After 
over a year of closure, we 
have cleaned the glass, 
dusted the exhibits, swept 
the floors, and washed the 
vehicles in anticipation of 
reopening the museum for 
our regular 1st and 3rd 

Saturdays.  With a little luck we are hoping for 
permission to open in July. Visit our Antelope 
Valley Rural Museum Facebook page or see our 
recently updated website www.avmuseum.org 
for more information.   

CONSTRUCTION is back in full swing, with 
the interior wall now framed, thanks to our 
volunteers, we are resuming our construction 
beginning with the plumbing by Christenson 
Construction & Plumbing, and fire sprinklers by 
B & L Fire Protection.  The heating and air 
conditioning will be installed by Bob Alvis once 
the new ductless system is approved.  Thanks to 
Bob for offering his expertise and installation 
labor at no cost!  The final “big ticket” item is 
the electrical.  That contract is out for bid right 
now. With the crazy material cost shortages and 
cost increases, this bid is worrisome. 

GRAND OPENING of our new museum is 
optimistically scheduled for Friday, October 1st, 
the opening night of the Barntober Fest event at  
the AV Fairgrounds. Many hoops must be 
jumped through to make this happen, but if it 
doesn’t, it won’t be for lack of effort.  As seen in 
previous issues of our newsletter, we have been 
blessed with countless hours of labor donated by 
our volunteers. Stay Tuned!  

                                                Bill Rawlings 

                                   Finance Officer/Membership      
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Oct 1—10, 2021  BARNTOBER FEST at the AV 
Fairgrounds. Old Timers BBQ on October 10. 

SUPPORT AVRM WITH 

SMILE AT AMAZON.COM 

 
 

      

 

You can help support the Antelope Valley Rural 
Museum every time you purchase anything on 
Amazon.com.  Just go to Smile.Amazon.com and 
make Antelope Valley Rural Museum your charity 
to support! It’s that easy! A percentage will go to 
the AVRM from whatever you purchase.  

     Father's Day is coming up on June 20th, and this 
is a great opportunity to increase our AmazonSmile 
donations by reminding you  how you can support 
the AVRM and help make a difference by shopping 
for gifts at smile.amazon.com or by downloading 
the AmazonSmile app on your phone!  

 

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Every year a special person is recognized for the 
volunteer work they have performed for the AVRM. 
Please see page 3 for this year’s amazing recipient! 

Past recipients were: 

 

2010: Sheila Sola 

2011: David Pickus 

2012: Luci Pickus 

2013: Jess Baker 

2014: Dayle DeBry 

2015: Jerry Sterk 

2016: Barbara Sterk 

2017: Jeff Godde 

2018: “G” Simi 

2019: Bill Rawlings 
Photo by Karl Peterson 

http://www.avmuseum.org
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AVRM 2020 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR! 

RUTH GODDE 

    

  Ruth Godde was named the AVRM 2020 Volunteer of the Year 
during the May 22, 2021 AVRM Board meeting.  Ruth is a 
Charter Member of the AV Rural Museum and has served on the 
AVRM Board of Directors since its formation in 2009.  Ruth has 
served as the Secretary for the past ten years keeping minutes of 
meetings and writing the annual tax and thank you letters to our 
donors.  
  
Ruth is a Registered Nurse working in the Antelope Valley 
Hospital ICU.  Since the beginning of the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Ruth has selflessly treated COVID patients. She comforted them 
during treatment, celebrated when they recovered, and too often 
held their hand as they passed away.  
 
Though Ruth will continue as a Board Member, she recently 
resigned as Secretary due to the demands and responsibilities of 
her job and family.  Ruth, we thank you for your service to the 
AVRM and to our community in 2020. You are the bravest 
person we know!  
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

Above: Ruth with AVRM award; Right: Ruth as a baby; Bottom 
right: An angel on the job—Intensive Care Unit at A.V. Hospital; 
Below: Ruth on far right hamming it up with the rest of the AVRM 
Directors in 2018; Ruth with husband Jeff Godde at the 2018 Fund-
raisin’ for a Barn Raisin’ dinner. 



 6 

                                                              ROMAN HERNANDEZ RIOS 

WORLD WAR II HERO 

LANCASTER CEMETERY 

By Dayle DeBry 

 

     Roman H. Rios, age 20, probably never traveled outside of 
California until he enlisted in the service on September 23, 1943.  He 
was employed as a farm hand at San Fernando Heights Orange 
Association in San Fernando, California. In his spare time, he was 
quite a boxer in the local Los Angeles and SF Valley area and won 
several fights in the early 1940s. Roman was called “a colorful San 
Fernando swinger” in the ring by a local L.A. sports news reporter.   
     On March 17, 1944, now a soldier in the U.S. Army, Roman  

married Pauline Custodio from Palmdale, California. He was the son of Jacinto R. Rios and Porfiria or 
Porfidria (Hernandez) Rios, both born in Mexico.  Pauline was the daughter of Feliciano “Felix” and Joaquina 
“Josephine” (Alcivia) Custodio, also born in Mexico. 
     On June 6, 1944, D-Day, Roman Rios landed on Utah Beach, Normandy with the U.S. Army’s 8th Infantry.  
PFC Rios was injured in the battle in the “posterior thoracic wall” by artillery shell fragments. He was 
discharged back to duty in August 1944.  He would join his fellow soldiers with Company B, 1st Battalion, 8th 
Infantry Division, fighting through Rennes, France and continuing their advance on Brest in northwestern 
France. The troops fought their way across France to Luxembourg, Germany. After heavy fighting in the 
German forests for three days, there were 300 casualties.  By November 18, 1944, tanks were needed pave the 
way through the Hurtgen Forest for the troops to succeed in the battle with the Germans.   
     On December 1, 1944 PFC Rios was killed in action.  He was laid to rest in a temporary grave overseas and 
brought back, or “repatriated” in 1947.  On the application for his military marker it is stamped “HAS BEEN 
RETURNED TO U.S.”  PFC Rios’ body was brought back via train to the Palmdale Depot. His wife, Pauline 
Rios, applied for the marker on December 5, 1947.  PFC Rios was buried the same day at Lancaster Cemetery. 
He was awarded the Purple Heart. The Regiment was awarded a Presidential Unit Citation for their actions on 
June 6, 1944 on the beaches of Normandy. The 8th Infantry Division spent 266 days in combat with total 
combat casualties of 13,986, with 2,852 killed in action. They fought in four campaigns and earned five unit 
citations with awards of 768 Silver Stars, two Distinguished Service Medals, 33 Distinguished Service 
Crosses, and three Medals of Honor. 

 
Above:  Roman H. Rios’ 
dog tags with next of kin. 
Left: Los Angeles Times 
newspaper casualty list 
February 17, 1945.  
Left: Nephew of PFC 
Roman Rios, William 
Custodio, at Lancaster 
Cemetery placing a wreath 
on his Uncle’s grave.   
Below: Marble marker 
placed in 1948, over four 
years after his death. 
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FIRST ANTELOPE VALLEY TELEPHONES USED IN 1902 

Antelope Valley Ledger-Gazette Newspaper, December 1, 1955 

The following was taken from a four-page brochure believed to have been published by O.F. Goodrich in early 

1922. Recently, the phone pictured below was donated by John Damann and believed to be the first telephone in 

the Antelope Valley. It was installed at the Munz Ranch and is now on display in the Pioneer Room at the AVRM. 

 

     The Antelope Valley Telephone Company was established by Mr. 
Goodrich, the present owner, about the year 1902, with eight subscribers 
in the town of Lancaster, connected with the toll lines of the Pacific 
Telephone Company, for whom he was working. 
     In the following year, a line of poles was set across the desert to the 
little cross-section settlement of Del Sur to give that part of the valley 
communication with Lancaster and thence the outside world. 
     Three persons guaranteed to pay $5 per month each in order to get this 
line built, but after the line was in operation they did not keep their 
bargain and only one paid the amount which had been agreed.  This was 
the store at Del Sur who are still agents at the toll station for the 
telephone company. 
     This line was always operated as a toll line, and the twenty-five cents 
was recognized as an “other line charge” until such charges were cut off 
by the government in the new schedule of rates that were made effective 
last January. 

New “Deal” Made 
     While the Los Angeles aqueduct was being built the city made 
arrangements to get outside connections from the work in the Antelope 
Valley section over a line of the Company at Del Sur, opening several 
stations of their own which were operated under the same agreement as 
the original station, guaranteeing $5 per month.  This work took about 
three years, during which time the Aqueduct people paid for from three to 
five stations continuously. 
     During these years a line had been built by private parties to Munz 
Ranch (Roosevelt P.O.) When the Aqueduct line was to be taken down, 
these parties bought such parts as were necessary to retain their own 

service and later the Company bought the entire line, extending it also to Gray’s Hotel, at Elizabeth Lake. 
     This line now constitutes the entire toll line of the Company, almost twenty miles in length. 

Toll Lines Strung 
     About 1907, a local line was strung on the toll line poles; in 1917 two more were strung; in 1918 a 10-pin arm 
was put on the lead, and additional wire strung. 
     The country west of Lancaster is gradually being changed from a desert abounding in yuccas and “Joshua 
Trees” to a series of large alfalfa and dairy ranches, and along the foot-hills there are ranches where pears and 
almonds are thriving.  This is the result of the development of water in the lower areas. 
     Further west the land is still in large grain ranches, as water cannot be developed on account of the elevation. 
There is a greater rainfall, however, in this section than on the floor of the valley, so dry-farming is a success. 
     In 1918 the Company thought that the future prospects justified a line on the “East Side,” where water is also 
being developed, so a line was built to the Roosevelt School with two wires on brackets. A cross-arm and two 
additional wires are being added at the present time to take care of the future business, the one line there being 
already overloaded. 

Sparsely Developed 
      Pioneering in the territory is hard work, as the property lines are not properly established and pole lines have to 
be moved in many places when authorized parties finally run the road and property lines. 
     The country is now being surveyed and a contract let for a macadam [asphalt] road which extends 14 miles out 
from Lancaster in a northeasterly direction, and which will undoubtedly cause a greater development of the 
country.  The development as yet is very much in spots, separated from each other by the original sage brush and 
cactus.   
     In August, 1913, an application was made to the Railroad Commission of the State of California for an increase 
in rates. The result was a revision downward as may be seen from the decision.  The rates  allowed  in  the  decision  
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were not put into effect until April, 1917, which resulted in the poor showing made in that year. 
     At that time the business had so increased that the former method of handling calls by operators, who were 
paid on a commission basis, had to be discontinued, and a steady salaried operator substituted.  The service was 
increased from 12 to 16 hours on week days, and two operators employed at a salary of $40 each. This was 
afterwards raised to $50. 

Asked for Relief 
     In 1918 the Company realized that a loss was being sustained and started to make application to the Railroad 
Commission for relief.  This was stopped by federal control, however, and so the Company has sustained the loss 
of whatever relief the Commission might have granted.  Being a small Company in an isolated section, was not 
received in time to get their application for a raise in rates before the Operating Board before June 8th, although it 
was fully prepared about that time. 
     Mr. Goodrich has a manger who stays in the Valley all the time now, giving his entire attention to the plant, 
spending the time not required in operation and maintenance, in construction work which will be ready for future 
requirements as the Valley develops. 
     The Antelope Valley serves the public with more lines and less subscribers over a greater area than any 
company in the state that has come to our notice. 
 

Number of Subscribers 
 

1910 ………. 48 
1913 ………. 56 
 1918 ……….119 
 1919 ……….138 
 1921 ……….170 
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Los Angeles Times, July 1928.  An example of his telephone letterhead, 1920s. Letter from O. F. Goodrich 
of the Antelope Valley Hay and Grain Company to a Mr. Kelley regarding a 
poorly behaved mule. Los Angeles County Library/Palmdale Library photo. 
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AVIATION HISTORY IN THE ANTELOPE VALLEY—COLORIZED 

 Palmdale Airfield 1930s.  Planes were diverted here from time to 
time when the Los Angeles area was fogged in. TWA “The Lind-

bergh Line” DC-3. Glen Settle/AVRM Collection 

McClatchie Manufacturing Company endurance plane 
refueling by car, Rosamond Dry Lake, early 1930s.  

Glen Settle/AVRM Collection. 

Left: Capt. Joe Walker by his P-38 “Chugg Chugg Charlie,”  Italy, World War II. Right: Joe Walker with 
X-1E “Little Joe.” Below: Col. Bob Rushworth and Joe Walker before their famed "slow-speed contest 
in 1966 at the World Championship Gold Panning Contest at Tropico Goldcamp. Both men had flown 
the X-15 over 4,000 MPH.” (Text on back of photo) Glen Settle/AVRM Collection. 
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1960s postcards “Greetings from the 

Antelope Valley/From the Land of 

Jets and Joshuas,”  

Right: Will anyone notice this is not Edwards Air Force 

Base, but Plant 42 in Palmdale, CA at Lockheed in 

1981 with your Director of Military & Aviation, Dayle 

DeBry,  Jr. Manufacturing Engineer for Lockheed? 

Edwards Air Force Base. 



 

 

 

 

 

Don’t miss out on any issues of the 

AVRM Newsletter!   

Join today or renew your 

membership by completing the 

Membership Application above 

and sending it in! Thank you for 

your continued support! 

           ____________________ 
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE AVRM! 

Los Angeles Times April 24, 1913 

Advertising the “Home of the famous Little 

Rock pears!” $2,000 profits  per acre , per 

year, with the “cheapest water in Southern 

California.” 



Website: www.avmuseum.org 

www.facebook.com/Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

Mailing address: 

AVRM 
P.O. Box 1316 
Lancaster, CA 93584 
 
Contact us:  
avmuseum@verizon.net 
 
Donate and pay dues via PayPal and  
credit card on our website 

ANTELOPE VALLEY RURAL MUSEUM  
GIFT STORE 

 
Annual membership dues  
Hats—all baseball hats (Members) 
Hats—all baseball hats (Non-members) 
Lancaster, CA Through Time               
History books—all books are priced at: 
   Images of America “Lancaster” 
   Images of America “Palmdale” 
   Legendary Locals of the AV 
   (Above AV history books signed by  
    Norma Gurba) 
    P-38 Lightning 
    Images of America “Edwards Air Force Base” 
DVDs  Listed DVDs are priced at:                  $20.00 
    Jane Pinheiro Wildflowers 
    Yester Years—AV History 1876—1942 
     1987 Rural Olympics (narrated) 
     Evolution of the Rural Olympics book 

       (On DVD—Excel & Word Doc format)  
 

The AVRM is a 501(c)(3) public charity 
EIN: 27-1002922 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: The AVRM will honor the history of the 
Antelope Valley with documentation, preservation, exhibition, and 

education. 

$20.00 
$10.00 
$15.00 
$25.00 

 
$20.00 

 
 
 

Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

P.O. Box 1316 
Lancaster, CA 93584 

DONATIONS 
Pickus Challenge 2021—2022 
     Building Fund 
 
Honor the Past Plaques and  
Display Sponsorship 
(Custom laser cut wood plaques with 
Personal memorial or message)  
 
Bronze Sponsorship Donor 
Silver Sponsorship Donor 
Gold Sponsorship Donor 

$1,000 

 

$1,500 

$100 
$1000 

$10,000 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2021—STAY TUNED! 

Museum is closed until further notice due to the COVID—19. We 

appreciate your understanding and hope you are all doing well. 

Stay tuned and stay safe! 


