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Recommendation: Revise Goal 10, Objective 10.1 and Strategy 10.1.2 to clearly 

express the City’s intention to translate the advisory Growth Policy into effective 

growth management in the Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction.  

Friends of Park County recommends the following revisions to the Goals, Objectives and 

Strategies in the Burton draft of Growth Policy Chapter 10, “Inter-Governmental 

Coordination” (page 94 of the draft accompanying the staff report): 

Goal 10.1: Plan for Ensure that the Growth Policy governs future development within the 

urban/rural interface.   

Objective 10.1.1: Coordinate with Park County to secure its support and assistance for the 

implementation of the Growth Policy in the Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction.   

Strategy 10.1.1.1: Organize and facilitate regular communication with representatives 

from the County and other Jurisdictions to foster interdepartmental dialogue.  

Strategy 10.1.1.2: Implement the recommendations included in the Extra-Territorial 

Jurisdiction Plan of the 2020 Livingston Growth Policy Update. See Appendix A. Use the 

2018 City-County compact as needed or other measures for the City or the County to 

adopt implementing regulations and take such other measures as are needed to carry out 

the Growth Policy plan for the Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction.  

Supporting Testimony for Recommended Revisions to Chapter 10 

As the Planning Board has been reminded repeatedly in the course of its long labors on the 

update to the Growth Policy, that document is advisory.  Whether or not it is actually 

translated into the urban form of Livingston and the protection of the surrounding farm 

and ranchlands and natural areas depends entirely on how its compact growth policies are 

actually implemented.  

Chapter 10 of the Burton draft of Chapter 10 “Inter-governmental Coordination” is only 

two pages long and has just two goals and a set of subordinate objectives and strategies.  
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The first goal, objective and strategies of the Burton draft of Chapter 10 apply to the ETJ.  

They are written in a vague, general way without any indication of the significance of 

implementation:  

Goal 10.1: Plan for future development within the urban/rural interface. 

Objective 10.1.1: Coordinate with Park County.  

Strategy 10.1.1.1: Organize and facilitate regular communication with representatives 

from the County and other Jurisdictions to foster interdepartmental dialogue.  

Strategy 10.1.1.2: Implement the recommendations included in the Extra-Territorial 

Jurisdiction Plan of the 2020 Livingston Growth Policy Update. See Appendix A.  

The subject of Chapter 10 is coordination not planning for the urban/rural interface. The 

Growth Policy contains a plan for the urban/rural interface in Appendix A.  There is no 

need to encourage the City to do planning that is already accomplished by the Growth 

Policy itself.   What is needed is a Goal related to coordination of implementation.  

Strategy 10.1.1.2 correctly calls for some entity to “implement” the recommendations in 

the Growth Policy.   But Objective 10.1.1. and Strategy 10.1.1.1 call for  “coordination” 

and “communication” which are not the same as implementation. 

To correct these weaknesses we have recommended stronger, clearer language that 

connects inter-governmental coordination to implementation of the Growth Policy for the 

ETJ.  

Finally, Friends of Park County is aware of differing opinions about the degree to which 

Livingston can unilaterally regulate land uses in the Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ.)  It 

does seem clear the City cannot regulate subdivisions within the ETJ.  

Regardless of the details about regulatory authority, Montana Code Annotated subsections 

76-2-310, 311 and 312 make it clear that Livingston needs to reach out to Park County to 

secure its support for the implementation of its growth policy in the ETJ.   

 


