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The Encounter Newsletter Periodical 
Postage Rate 

At 
Fresno, Calif. 

Wesley United Methodist Church 
1343 E Barstow Ave 
Fresno, CA 93710-6309 
 

(559) 224-1947 
www.wesleyfresno.org 

CORE  
VALUES 

 

Spiritual Growth 
Social Justice 
Inclusiveness 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Growing in Christ to be a  
Bold Witness to God’s Love 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

              

            The Andrews 

  
Administrative Council Meets March 16th   

    6:00pm  On Zoom  
Meeting ID# 926 9725 6735  Passcode 038836 

Finance Committee Meets March 23rd 
      6:00pm  On Zoom  

Meeting ID# 974 7832 0468 No Passcode  

Trustees Committee Meets March 24th 
      6:00pm  On Zoom  

Meeting ID# 951 5240 1657  No Passcode  

 
Wesley Future 2031 Meets March 18th 

      6:00pm  On Zoom  
Meeting ID# 972 1234 3559 Passcode  606397 

 
Have you answered the survey? 

Where will Wesley be in the year 2031?  
What is your dream? What do you see flourishing at Wesley? 

 

Dakota Polenz 
Grandson of Jo Polenz 
B.S. Computer Science 

CSU San Jose, Wesley I.T. & Audio Tech 

Do you have occasional comput-
er problems that make you crazy? Would 
you like to have phone access to a        
computer trouble shooter for a monthly 
fee?  

Please call or text  
Dakota 559-545-6703  

Romel Cubos 
Family Service Counselor 

Fresno Memorial Gardens 
175 S. Cornelia Ave 
Fresno, CA 93706 
559-268-7823 
Cell 559-270-0958 
License #0600595 
Romel.Cubos@DignityMemorial.com 
www.fresnomemorialgardens.com 

We are very grateful 
for your support and 
partnership. We are 
making a great    
difference in the 
community!     

Thank you! - Fresno Metro Ministries  

Scan the QR code  
 
Or follow link found inside 
 
Or call the office 559-224-1947 



DID YOU KNOW?  Ways to Give 
  Faithful & generous contributions support ministries in and through Wesley.   

• Download the free GivePlus Mobile App wherever you get your apps.  

        You can use a credit card, a debit card or your checking account.   

• Go to wesleyfresno.org and click Donate.  You can set up regular giving 

(Pledge) or a one time donation.  You can direct your giving to the General Fund or to   
other categories.  

• You can Mail a gift to the church office.  Make your check payable 

to  Wesley UMC, 1343 E Barstow Ave., Fresno, CA 93710  
• You can sign up for Amazon Smile! Be sure to designate Wesley UMC of 

Fresno as your charity of choice. Last quarter we received a check for $38! 
• Speaking of Amazon, We Have a Wish List There are things we regularly 

buy on Amazon. Could you  purchase one of the items from our list? Items will ship       
directly to Wesley (c/o staff’s home address for security).  Here is the link:  

        https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/L8YC6X0G1KO2?ref_=wl_share 

• Pick up a ream of paper We use 8 1/2 X 11 and 8 1/2 X 14  copy paper 

 
 
 
God knows how much I long for each of you with all the affection of 
Christ Jesus! My prayer is that your love may abound more and more, 
both in understanding and in wealth of experience, so that with a clear 
conscience and blameless conduct you may learn to value the things 
that really matter…” Philippians 1:8-10a The Inclusive BIble 
 
March 8th marks the one year anniversary of our last in person worship 
service on the Wesley campus. It seems strange to think it has been one 
year since we last were together. I echo the words of Paul in his letter to 
the Philippians. I long for each of you and it was especially difficult to 
share over recorded worship that I have discerned a new avenue in my 
call to ministry. 
 
Since seminary I have felt a strong calling to serve in a chaplain’s role. 
This call has grown stronger and was sharpened in my professional and 
spiritual development in the past three years.  I want to be faithful to 
where I understand God is calling me, and that is to care for people in 
hospice and healthcare settings. There is a professional and academic 
program here in Fresno to which I have applied and hope to begin this 
summer.  
 
We will have a few more months together. I am praying for your new   
pastor and ask that you also pray for them. Pray for our Wesley staff    
parish relations team as they work with the cabinet to discern the next       
pastoral leader of Wesley.  
 
Peace, 
 
 
Pastor Karen 
 
 
 

MAGI Giving 
 

Wesley’s monthly expenses regularly exceed our income.  Much 
effort has gone into cutting unnecessary expense and we’ve 
made significant progress, but more needs to be done. 
 
Last year in 2020, paper copies of the Encounter newsletter were 
bulk mailed to 206 addresses each month at a total yearly cost of 
$1522.75.  200 is the minimum requirement for bulk mail. We 
would like to offer congregants the opportunity to use MAGI giving 
to defray this cost.  If you feel the Encounter is important to  
Wesley, please consider designating it in your electronic MAGI 
giving, or write “Encounter” on the memo line of your check.  You 
can feel proud of helping provide this vital communication service 

to Wesley’s many members and friends. 

March Finance Meeting, March 23rd, 6pm 
All meetings, with the exception of Staff Parish, are open to all.   

Join me on Zoom  
 

Mondays, 12:30pm for prayer and 6pm for discussing the 
Lenten devotional “Emily Dickinson and the Poetry of Lent” 

and the “Bless This Mess” daily Lenten practice. 



“The Encounter” (USPS 742-130) is published monthly by Wesley United Methodist Church, 1343 E. Barstow 
Avenue,  Fresno CA 93710.  Periodical postage is paid at Fresno, CA 93706. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Encounter, 1343 E Barstow Avenue, Fresno, CA 93710 

For information about including articles or announcements in the Encounter,              
please contact Myra Cubos at myra@wesleyfresno.org 

The deadline for publication is the 15th of each month.  

 

.Meditation & Study Groups Meet Via Zoom* 
 

*Sunday Mornings: Sign in at 9:25am, meditation with Jim Healy begins at 
9:30am   Contact Jim Healy for meeting ID and password to sign in. 
*Monday Mornings: Facilitator, Robert Pethoud, 11 am 
Monday Bible Study will continue with “The Apocryphal Jesus,” a stimulating video 
lecture series featuring Prof. David Brakke, through the end of March.  In April we 
will start a new series, yet to be determined.  Everyone should feel free to join us 
anytime.  We have thoughtful discussions and all are welcome. Just email Robert 
Pethoud if you’re interested and he’ll send you the zoom link.  
Monday Evenings: Facilitator, Pastor Karen, 6pm 
The group meets via Zoom and discusses what we have learned as we use the 
Lenten devotional, “Emily Dickinson and the Poetry of Lent” and the “Bless this 
Mess” daily Lenten practice. ZOOM Meeting ID#954 3007 6500 
*Wednesday Mornings: Facilitator, CJ Pitcher, 10 am  
The Wednesday Book Group is beginning a new book on March 3.  We will be 
reading Becoming Wise: An Inquiry into the Mystery and Art of Living by Krista 
Tippett.  In the book, Tippett draws on some of the conversations she has had with 
a variety of wise people on her podcast On Being. The book has been called “a 
master class in living for a fractured world.”  The book is available from Amazon 
and other booksellers. The group meets each Wednesday morning on ZOOM  
from 10:00 to 11:30.  Anyone who wishes to read and discuss the book will be  
joyfully welcomed. If you want to know more, contact CJ Pitcher at 301-2357 or         
cjpitcher93710@gmail.com. 
 

* Zoom details are not shared because of privacy concerns  
and to prevent “Zoom bombers” from disrupting the groups. 

Wesley Future 2031 
 

                                Wesley Future 2031, yes, that’s the correct heading for the  
                                group working on the future journey for Wesley.  We’ve had our  
                                first meeting about the possible uses for our property.  We could sell 
part or all of the property or we could decide to stay where we are. Regardless of the  
decision, we must have a plan for our future in place. Our next meeting is March 18th. 
  
To help guide our discussion, you are asked to fill out an online questionnaire.   
Go to  https://forms.gle/Dcv6dhfbJfwcUjZ36  to give your response. If you would rather, 
you can call Kay Docken at 250-6699 or Joyce Cape at 916-4464 and give your feed-
back.  No idea is too big, small, different or unusual to be suggested. Thank you for your 
participation in the future of  Wesley. 
 
You can also use this QR code to link to the survey 
  
 
  
Survey Questions 
• Would you be interested and willing to join the 2031 team? 
      Yes / No / I would like a member of team to call me to discuss the commitment.  

• Would you be willing or interested in attending outdoor worship at Wesley?   

(Masks and social distancing required and enforced)  Yes / No 

• Changes at Wesley....What do you want to see more of or less of at Wesley? 

• Is there anything you have wanted or desired to do, give or be a part of at Wesley?

(your gifts, time, or talents)  

• What is your VISION for Wesley in 5 years? 

• What is your VISION for Wesley in 10 years? 

• Do you have any additional comments not covered in this survey? 

 

How will we fulfill our mission statement  
“Growing in Christ to be a Bold Witness to God’s Love” 



 
 

March 6 (Saturday): Yosemite Lakes Park - Revis Mt Ridge 
Trail: This is about a 2-3 mile RT hike with a number of ups 
and downs on the ridge. Has good views of the surrounding 
area. Meet at 8:30am at the Hillside Market Shopping Center 
Parking Lot (about 1 mile left from the stop light on Hwy 41). 
From there we will caravan/carpool to the trailhead.  

 
April 10 (Saturday): San Joaquin River Gorge River Trail: about 4-6 mile RT. (elevation gain 
1300 feet). This hike (near Auberry) is on the BLM area on Smalley Rd (keep left at a fork in the 
road) to the parking area. There is a parking fee for each vehicle. There is also an outhouse 
available. Our group will meet initially at the gas station on Friant Rd at the Broken Bridge inter-
section in Friant (below the dam) at 7:30am. Caravan/carpool from there to the trailhead.  
 
May 15 (Saturday): Lewis Creek/Corlieu Falls: This is can be a 1-7 mile hike, depending upon 
what hikers want to do. Elevation gain of 600-1200 ft. For our planned hike we will do about  
4 miles RT.  There are 3 access points to the creek. We will access it at Cedar Valley Road.  
Walking is fairly easy under mostly tree cover. We will meet at Hillside Market Parking Lot near 
YLP as in our March hike at 8:30am. 
 
June 12 (Saturday): Chilnualna Falls: about 8 miles RT; elevation gain 2300 ft. This is in                      
Yosemite National Park near Wawona. Maximum elevation is 6400 ft.  Parking is at the end of 
Chilnualna Falls Rd. For those of you who do not want to do the full hike to the upper falls and 
just want to relax/meditate at the lower cascades, it is within the first mile of the parking lot. We 
will meet at Hillside Market Parking Lot near YLP at 6am and caravan/carpool.  
 
Backpacks: Our 3 day/2 night backpack will be July 15-17 (Thurs-Sat). Several possibilities  
discussed outside of the fire burned areas- A lake in the Mineral King area, like Franklin Lakes 
(5 mile OW); Dinkey Lakes Wilderness: Weaver Lake in the Jenny Lakes Wilderness in Sequoia 
National Forest (4.2 mile OW). Our longer backpack will be in August. More details to come. 
 

Any questions, suggestions, please contact  
Joellyn 559-978-5882  
James 559-978-5884 

Lay Leaders in The United Methodist Church 
What are the duties and responsibilities of the Lay Leader?  Let’s start with our    
United Methodist Book of Discipline! The duties of the Lay Leader can be vague and 
vast, but the particulars can be crafted and fine-tuned in each local church to meet 
the needs of that church.  The Book of Discipline begins with “out of the professing 
membership . . . there shall be elected . . . a lay leader who shall function as the   
primary lay representative of the laity in that local church. . . .” And from there, the 
discipline offers these duties and responsibilities of the Lay Leader: 

• The Lay Leader fosters and encourages the roll of the laity within the    
congregation and through their ministries in their homes and workplaces, 
in the community and the world and finds ways within the community of 
faith to recognize these ministries. 

• The Lay Leader meets regularly with the pastor to discuss and discern the 
state of the church and the needs for ministry. 

• The Lay Leader is a member of the Administrative Council, the committee 
on finance, nominations and staff-parish relation. They may also be  

      elected a Lay Member to Annual Conference. 
• The Lay Leader continues to grow in their own faith and to develop and 

grow in their understanding of the church’s reason for existence and the 
types of ministry that will most effectively fulfill the church’s – both global 
and local – mission.    

• The Lay Leader will inform the laity of training opportunities available in the 
annual conference and will attend training opportunities to strengthen their 
own work and faith. 

 

Our Co-Lay Leaders at Wesley are Cynthia Tilghman and Myra Cubos.                           

They are already crafting their    
roles within the mission and   
ministry of Wesley.  They will be 
dividing the committee work and 
meeting regularly with Pastor 
Karen as they discern both the 
state of the church and future 

needs.    

Wesley Hikers 



 
 
 
Time and Dates -  All sessions are free!  
Zoom sessions, 4:00 pm on consecutive Mondays March 1-21 
 
Registration on Eventbrite is required for each session at   
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/interfaith-scholar-weekend-
isw-2021-webinar-series-tickets-136715544875 
 
Master Schedule @ 
https://interfaithscholar.org/isw-2021-schedule/ 
 
Book Study  “Bearing Witness with James Baldwin” 
   
Closing Roundtable  Monday, March 22,  4:00-5:30 pm 
The three guest scholars return for a powerful discussion with 
four interfaith speakers on lessons learned and the urgent 
questions we must ask in order to call forth a new America in 
our communities. 

Pray for Wesley 

Every Saturday Night 8:31pm (20:31)  

Use this prayer as a starting place,  

add your prayers for the Wesley faith community. 

              Prayer for Wesley Future 2031 
Oh loving and gracious God, we come before you, grateful for our 
Wesley family and the time we have spent serving our community 
together. We long to continue the work that you have started in 
us; to continue to show the world that all truly means all. We ask 
for clear guidance and direction as we begin to discern which path 
we should travel. Help us to trust where you are leading and what 
it is that you have for us. Be with us as we pray and plan together 
for the future of Wesley. It is in the name of your son Jesus that 
we pray, Amen.  

 

Worship Scripture Sermon Title / Notes 

3/7 Exodus 20:1-17 & John 2:13-22 Sacred Sabbath 

3/14 Numbers 21:4-9 & John 3:14-21 Light 

3/21 Jeremiah 31:31-34 & John 12:20-33 Within 

3/28 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 & Mark 11:1-11 Branches 

On March 7, set out communion elements,  
bread or crackers and juice or wine.  

Save the Date 
 

Spaghetti Fundraiser 
Drive Thru Dinner 

May 1st
 

 
Benefits the General Fund 



  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
11 am Monday Study 

12:30pm Prayer on Zoom 
 

6pm Lenten Study on Zoom  

2 3 
 

4 
9 am Food Pantry open 

 
 

5:00 pm Base Camp Dinner 

5 6 
9am Food Not Bombs 

 
8:31PM Pray for 

Wesley 2031 

7 
9:25am Meditation 
10:25am Worship 

Communion Sunday 
 

8 
 

11 am Monday Study 
12:30pm Prayer on Zoom 

 
6pm Lenten Study on Zoom  

9 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 

10 am Book Study Group 
 
 

11 
9 am Food Pantry open 

 
 
 

5:00 pm Base Camp Dinner 
  

12 
 

13 
9am Food Not Bombs 

 
8:31PM Pray for 

Wesley 2031 

14 
 

9:25am Meditation 
10:25am Worship 

15 
11 am Monday Study 

12:30pm Prayer on Zoom 
 

6pm Lenten Study on Zoom  

16 
 
 
 

6:00 pm Admin Council 

17 
10 am Book Study Group 

 
 

18 
  9 am Food Pantry open 
 
5:00 pm Base Camp Dinner 
6:00pm Wesley Future 2031 

 

19 
 

20 
9am Food Not Bombs 

 
8:31PM Pray for 

Wesley 2031 

Spring Forward 1 Hour 

21 
 

9:25am Meditation 
10:25am Worship 

22 
 

11 am Monday Study 
12:30pm Prayer on Zoom 

 
6pm Lenten Study on Zoom  

23 
 
 
 

6:00pm Finance 

24 
 

10 am Book Study Group  
 

6pm Trustees 

25 
9 am Food Pantry open 

 
 

5:00 pm Base Camp Dinner 
 

26 
 

27 
9am Food Not Bombs 

 
8:31PM Pray for 

Wesley 2031 

28 
 

9:25am Meditation 
10:25am Worship 

29 
11 am Monday Study 

12:30pm Prayer on Zoom 
 

6pm Lenten Study on Zoom  

30 31 
10 am Book Study Group 

 

   

 
 

Join Us On Facebook 
Worship 10:25am 

 
www.facebook.com/Wesley Fresno 

 
Find Our 

Worship Recordings @ 
Instagram 

Wesleyumcfresno 
YouTube 

Wesley UMC Fresno 
Audio @ welseyfresno.org  

 
 

@ 11:30am 
Join Us for  

Virtual Coffee Hour 
Go to Zoom Online 

Or Call 
1-669-900-9128  

Meeting ID: 989 2225 4907  
Password:  385728 

 
 

We can’t meet in person, but we 
can still worship and have fel-

lowship together! 
 

 


