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February 19                                Health Ministries Sabbath 

 

                                                                 

 

Significant African-American History Dates in February 

Black History Month 

 

February 2                                                Langston Hughes Birthday 

February 10                                                              Frederick  Douglas Birthday 

February 14                                                                 Richard Allen Birthday 

February 15                                                 SCLC  founded  - 1957 

February 23                                W.E.B. DuBois  Birthday 

 

 

Sharon Chapel Seventh-day Adventist Church  

February 19, 2011 



This is the second month of  2021—February! During this month, there are many 

events for families to celebrate. The first event covers the entire month of Febru-

ary—Black History.  Our children can only appreciate where they are today when 

they see how far they have been brought! Black people in the United States have a 

rich history of  God’s blessing, triumph and success we must teach our children.  If 

we fail to tell our story, it is no longer our  history.  What do you know about your 

family’s spiritual, social and personal history, and how much of that story have you 

shared? 

We are historically and genetically an oral people. Other than our Egyptians ances-

tors, on the continent of Africa each village had a griot.  The griot was the historian 

and keeper of all information about the tribe. Their responsibility was to make cer-

tain nothing was ever lost or forgotten, but passed on succeeding generations. This 

meant the griot could not keep all the information to himself, but also was responsi-

ble for training someone to take his place when he was no longer alive and able to 

fulfill his duties.  

Today, we pride ourselves on our use of technology: computers, cell phones, Ipads. 

We must not allow technology to steal away our past! All of these wondrous things 

have a person of color in their history. Who is telling that story? They can also help 

us hold onto our own history through sharing of pictures, words and sounds which 

make each family unique.  

One of the strongest factors in helping children remain faithful spiritually is when 

parents tell of their conversions and how allowing Christ in their lives made and con-

tinues to make a difference. Children need to know how you, Mom and Dad, experi-

ence Christ in your life. Only you can tell that story. When is the last time you 

shared it?  

From the African shores to the Caribbean and on to the United States, Black families 

have always been hospitable. Scripture states: “Don’t forget to show hospitality to 

strangers, for some who have done this have entertained angels without realizing 

it!” Hebrews 13: 2(NLT). As we have experienced the Diaspora, we have lost our sense 

of hospitality.  We expect someone else  to extend warmth and hospitality—unless we 

are on the receiving end.  

Christian hospitality is manifested in John 1: 14, “So the Word became human and 

made his home among us. (NLT). The Message paraphrase makes this passage even 

more real, “ The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.” If 

Jesus were our neighbor, visitor to our church, how would we extend hospitality to 

Him? I think, rather than inviting Him to the church potluck, we would compete to 

see whose house He could come home to dinner. We would want Him at our house, 

sitting at our table. Yet, when those who might be angels come to our church to visit, 

we fail to invite to our homes. We have lost the meaning of Christian hospitality as 

well as our African heritage.  

Throughout African strangers are treated with respect and courtesy. Hospitality is 

nearly always a family affair in the broad sense. The guest is welcomed by everyone. 

He is then looked after by people of his own age.  In our visits in Africa, we were wel-

comed into many homes and offered the fellowship of meals. It helped us to know our 

hosts and for them to get to know us. What a rich experience.! 

Hospitality, true hospitality, is emotionally powerful. It touches something very deep 

in us—our profound human longing to feel accepted, to belong, to be loved, to feel 

safe, to be valued and respected. Hospitality is not something to be proclaimed; it 

must be lived. Hospitality is both a spiritual discipline and an expression of spiritual 

health.  

This year see how you can express Christian hospitality by opening your hearts and 

homes to travelers along the Christian pathway! Invite someone to your house!  



Ages 3-6 Psalm 119:33-40





Ages 7-12  Psalm 119:33-40
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There are so many things that make us smile in your life. Sometimes these moments are 
memorable and stick with you for days, weeks or years. Other times they are just those in 

the moment smiles and they’ve passed soon after. A way to remember those in the moment 

smiles a bit better, decide to create a Smile Jar.

The smile jar is simple. Just write down any moments, quotes, or ideas that make you smile 
and drop them in the jar. They’re always in plain sight, so anytime you want to give them a 

read through you can just sit down and go through the notes and see if you can spark a smile.
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Decorating the jar was easy.  just grabbed an oversized vase you have on hand for an event a 

few years back. Wrap some jute cord around the neck of the vase, then add a few scrapbook 

stickers.

It will come  out simple and beautiful. Something to accent the office and help  keep a record 
of good memories in a fun way. 
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