
 
 

   
 

Kelle Williams Recognized as Railroading “Rising Star”  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
DENVER, CO, July 26, 2022— Kelle Williams is being recognized in Progressive Railroading 
magazine’s annual list of “Rising Stars” for her contributions to the railroad industry and in 
acknowledgment of her outstanding work for Pioneer Lines. 
 
“Kelle’s contributions to railroading could well be summed up in one word—energy,” noted 
Nate Henderson, Chief Commercial Officer for Pioneer Lines and who nominated Williams for 
the award. “And, for an industry that has been around for over 200 years, her passion and 
enthusiasm for railroading are precisely the attributes that should be recognized and 
applauded in a Rising Star.” 
 
Williams joined the Pioneer team in 2021 as the Vice President of Real Estate. In just one year 
Williams built a thriving department and implemented new systems and processes to grow 
Pioneer’s real estate revenues by 93% over the previous year.   
 
“We call this the Kelle-factor,” said Jack Sullan, Senior Vice President of Corporate Finance, 
Pioneer Lines. “Six months after Kelle came on board, we increased our lease income by 
139%. Her ability to achieve this in such a short amount of time is remarkable.” 
 
Williams was one of 25 chosen from more than 104 nominees representing Class Is, 
regionals, short lines, passenger railroads, transit agencies, government entities, associations, 
engineering firms, contractors, and suppliers. The magazine defines a Rising Star as someone 
under the age of 40 who has made, or is making, a positive impact on his or her company, 
organization, department, or team, and is viewed by others—peers, colleagues, supervisors, 
clients or associates—as an up-and-coming leader in the rail industry. 
 
Williams’ recognition was also based on her willingness to assist others and her commitment 
to advocating for our industry.  Colleagues from Pioneer’s commercial, operations, legal, and 
finance teams have noted Kelle’s work transcends that of her department. She weighs in on 
policy issues, advises on growth opportunities, and has become an ambassador in Pioneer’s 
efforts to be recognized as one of North America’s best-performing and most-respected 
short line rail companies. 
 
Williams will be recognized at the Progressive Railroading virtual awards on July 27. 
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About Pioneer Lines: A freight and logistics leader since 1986, Pioneer Lines owns and 
operates 15 short line railroads across 12 states. Headquartered in Denver, Colorado, 
Pioneer Lines is the local workhorse of the national rail network and the link for over 100 
industries, from rural and small-town America, to domestic and global markets. Pioneer’s 
railroads directly or indirectly support over 17,000 jobs in the United States and transport 
diverse commodities, including agricultural and food products, iron and steel, plastics, 
chemicals, building materials and forest products. For more about Pioneer Lines, please visit 
www.PioneerLines.com 
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