
 

 
 

 
Pioneer Lines Awarded Two Major Federal Grants 

Over $9.2 million to be invested in rail improvements in Indiana and Pennsylvania 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
DENVER, CO, June 2, 2022—Pioneer Lines, a holding company for 15 short line railroads 
across the United States, today announced it was awarded $4,458,173 in Consolidated Rail 
Infrastructure and Safety Improvement (CRISI) grants for its Elkhart and Western Railroad 
(EWR) in Indiana and Gettysburg and Northern Railway (GET) in Pennsylvania. The funding, 
which was awarded as part of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s fiscal year 2021 CRISI 
grant round, will be used to increase capacity, improve safety, and modernize rail 
infrastructure on two of Pioneer’s most active rail lines.  
 
U.S. Representative Jackie Walorski (R-IN) announced $2,618,173 in grant funding for the 
EWR in a press release. The $5,236,346 total project includes upgrades to nine miles of track, 
improvements to three critical community crossings, and new rail construction to support 
customer growth and ease traffic delays and congestion due to blocked crossings. The CRISI 
will fund 50% of the project cost with the remaining portion matched by the EWR, Indiana 
Department of Transportation, City of Elkhart, and St. Joseph County Redevelopment 
Commission. 
 
“The EWR plays a key role in the manufacturing economy of Elkhart, and this funding will 
allow the EWR to accommodate customer growth while improving safety and reducing 
blocked crossings in the community,” noted Alex Yeros, CEO and President of Pioneer Lines. 
“For the project to have the support of all levels of government—local, county, state, and 
federal – is a tremendous feat and underscores how transformational it will be for northern 
Indiana.”  
 
 "We are pleased to hear about the award of the CRISI grant and are grateful for the effort 
from the Elkhart and Western Railroad and our city staff in securing this funding. Adequate 
maintenance of railroad crossings and infrastructure is key to minimizing traffic issues and 
improving travel in and around Elkhart and we appreciate the recognition from our federal 
legislators," said Mayor Rod Roberson of Elkhart. 
 
The award of  $1,840,000 in CRISI grant funding to the GET was announced by Pennsylvania’s 
senior U.S Senator Bob Casey (D-PA) on May 26, 2022. Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT) and the GET will provide 55% of matching funds for a project total 
of $4,047,000. Twenty-four miles of the GET’s mainline will be rehabilitated to Class II safety 

https://walorski.house.gov/6032-2/
https://www.casey.senate.gov/news/releases/casey-announces-1840000-for-gettysburg-northern-railway


 

 
 

standards, seven failing culverts replaced, and a new run-around track will be constructed to 
provide more efficient switching, storage, and interchange. The project will also improve 
safety on more than 15 crossing warning devices by modernizing the antiquated 
incandescent grade crossing units with LED lights.   
 
“Pioneer Lines is dedicated to bolstering safety and customer service across our railroads. 
Funding provided for this project will do just that by improving grade crossing safety and 
track conditions on the Gettysburg and Northern Railway. The GET has tremendous growth 
potential and is ideally situated to serve Pennsylvania’s agriculture and manufacturing 
sectors. We look forward to working with our state and local officials to grow business and 
economic activity throughout the region," said Alex Yeros, CEO and President of Pioneer 
Lines. 
 
“Pennsylvania has the most operating railroads in the country, and we are committed to 
keeping goods moving through our economy,” PennDOT Deputy Secretary for Multimodal 
Transportation Jennie Louwerse. “We are pleased to invest in projects like this because 
keeping our rail lines operating safely and efficiently is critical.” 
 
The total cost for the two projects is $9,283,346. Construction will be completed in 2024. 
 

### 

About Pioneer Lines: A freight and logistics leader since 1986, Pioneer Lines owns and 
operates 15 short line railroads across 12 states. Headquartered in Denver, Colorado, 
Pioneer Lines is the local workhorse of the national rail network and the link for over 100 
industries from rural and small-town America to domestic and global markets. Pioneer’s 
railroads directly or indirectly support over 17,000 jobs in the United States and transport 
diverse commodities, including agricultural and food products, iron and steel, plastics, 
chemicals, building materials, and forest products. For more about Pioneer Lines, please visit 
www.PioneerLines.com 
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