
 

 
 

 
Pioneer Lines Reaches Safety Milestone 

Twelve consecutive months without injury across Pioneer network 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
DENVER, CO, March 2, 2022—Pioneer Lines, a holding company for fifteen short line railroads 
across the United States, today announced it reached a milestone achievement of one year 
without injury across the entire Pioneer rail network.  
 
This one-year milestone brings Pioneer’s injury frequency rate to zero, which is well below the 
industry average of 2.18 per 200,000 employee on-duty hours. This also marks an incredible 
safety turn-around for the company, which reported an astounding 15.96 injury rate in 2018, 
and underscores the high priority Pioneer Lines has placed on safety since new leadership 
took the helm at the company in 2019. 
 
“When our team came on board in 2019, Pioneer’s injury rate was unacceptable,“ noted Ross 
Grantham, Chief Operating Officer of Pioneer Lines. “We immediately recognized safety 
would be our first priority and we undertook a number of initiatives to build a strong safety 
culture and set a goal of reaching no injuries across our entire network. To have all our 
railroads reach this  goal in such a small amount of time is an indication of the incredible men 
and women at Pioneer. This was a collective effort, and I extremely proud of our team’s 
dedication to operating safely.” 
 
“This is an incredible achievement for each of our railroads and team members,” added 
Pioneer Lines Chief Executive Officer and President Alex Yeros. “Not only have we reached a 
remarkable safety milestone, but we have done so while maintaining our customer-focused 
culture, which has led to significant growth in carloads since we acquired the company. We 
have encouraged a ‘Pioneer’ team mantra which focuses on responsibility, accountability,  
and commitment to excellence across the organization, urging our teams to focus every day 
on working to build a safer and stronger business. On behalf of Pioneer Lines, I would like to 
thank our employees for their contribution towards this milestone and success.”  
 
Pioneer’s railroad network includes the Decatur Junction Railroad, Elkhart & Western 
Railroad, Garden City Western Railway, Fort Smith Railroad, Georgia Southern Railroad, 
Gettysburg & Northern Railroad, Indiana Southwestern Railway, Kendallville Terminal Railway, 
Keokuk Junction Railway, Michigan Southern Railroad, Mississippi Central Railroad, 



 

 
 

Napoleon, Defiance and Western Railroad, Pioneer Industrial Railway Co., Ripley & New 
Albany Railroad, and Vandalia Railroad. 
 
The total recordable injury rate is calculated through monthly injury and Employee-On-Duty 
data reported by Pioneer Lines to the Federal Railroad Authority for the last twelve months.  
 

### 

About Pioneer Lines: A freight and logistics leader since 1986, Pioneer Lines owns and 
operates 15 short line railroads across 12 states. Headquartered in Denver, Colorado, 
Pioneer Lines is the local workhorse of the national rail network and the link for over 100 
industries, from rural and small-town America, to domestic and global markets. Pioneer’s 
railroads directly or indirectly support over 17,000 jobs in the United States and transport 
diverse commodities, including agricultural and food products, iron and steel, plastics, 
chemicals, building materials and forest products. For more about Pioneer Lines, please visit 
www.PioneerLines.com 
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