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Note: LAPCS’ 2021 New Laws Guide is not legal advice. Its goal is to provide summaries of recently enacted laws and 

regulations impacting Louisiana’s public charter schools. Charter school leaders should read the laws and policies in full 

and consult an attorney before taking any action.
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Curriculum Requirements

Act 438
K-3 Literacy Assessment Program
Senator Hewitt

Requires the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) to develop a literacy assessment program 

that assesses the literacy level of K-3 public school students, including charter schools. LDOE is to 

provide the assessment at no cost to schools and must include assessment results in determining 

school and district performance scores per the state accountability system beginning with the 

2023-24 school year.

Additional School-Level Requirements Beginning with the 2022-23 School Year: 

• Provide age-appropriate, systematic foundational literacy skills with instruction based on     

scientifically researched methods proven to provide a strong literacy foundation for students 

in grades K-3;

• Must administer LDOE’s literacy assessment to K-3 students within the first 30 days of the 

school year;

• Provide literacy interventions and supports designed to improve the foundational literacy 

skills of any student identified as having literacy skills below grade level;

• Use reading textbooks and instructional materials that are high-quality, fully aligned to state 

content standards, and based on literacy strategies that are scientifically researched with 

proven results in teaching phonological awareness, letter formation, phonics, decoding, 
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235894
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
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• Notify parents and legal guardians, in writing and within 15 days of identifying a K-3

student is below grade level, that the student has been identified as being below grade level

and to provide them with the following:

• Information on the importance of reading proficiently by the end of the third grade;

• Activities that may be used at home to improve literacy proficiency;

• Information on specific literacy interventions and supports the school will provide for

the student; and

• Mid-year and end-of-year updates detailing the student’s progress in gaining founda-

tional literacy skills

• Beginning June 1, 2023, develop and submit to LDOE a foundational literacy skills plan for

students in grades K-3, and post the plan on the school’s website.



5

Curriculum Requirements

BACK TO CONTENTS

Act 294
Accelerated Learning Requirements
Senator McMath

Requires expanded academic support during the 2021-22 and 2022-23 school years for

students in grades 4-8 who failed to achieve mastery on any statewide assessment administered 

during the 2020-21 and 2021-22 school years. 

Mandatory Education Plan Compliance: All school boards, including charter schools, must

develop and submit an expanded academic support plan for students below mastery, with  

accompanying budget for use of federal COVID-relief funds, to the Louisiana Department of 

Education (LDOE) by September 30, 2021.  

• Act 294 Compliance: All school plans in compliance with state and federal regulations and

timelines as it relates to their mandatory education plans for COVID-related federal funding

shall be deemed in compliance with Act 294.

Act 294 Implementation for Non-Compliant Schools: Any school board, including charter

schools, whose mandatory education plan is rejected by LDOE for failure to comply with state 

and federal regulations and timelines for COVID-related federal funding must adhere to the  

following requirements set by Act 294: 

• Provide the parent or legal guardian of any student in need of expanded academic support

one of the following options: A) Prioritized Student Placement in a class taught by a teacher

labeled as “highly effective;” or, B) Accelerated Instruction.

“Accelerated Instruction” for purposes of Act 294 shall mean:

i. targeted instruction, additional instruction, and student assistance in each eligible subject matter;

ii. not less than 30 additional instructional hours;

iii. use high-quality instructional materials;

iv. offer supplemental services in groups of twelve or less;

v. establish an accelerated learning committee for each eligible student that’s composed of the parent or

legal guardian, subject matter teacher, and school principal or designee; and,

vi. use the accelerated learning committee to create an accelerated learning plan for each eligible student

by August 31.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235557
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf


6

Curriculum Requirements

BACK TO CONTENTS

Act 147

Act 334 

Act 230 

Dual Enrollment Task Force
Representative Brass

Removes a sunset clause to permit the task force to continue meeting and requires the task 

force to submit annual reports to the legislature 60 days prior to each regular legislative session. 

Note: LAPCS is a member of this task force.

TOPS Curriculum--African American History
Representative Glover

Adds African American History to the list of social studies courses eligible for TOPS. 

Note: Act 95 by Senator Fields made technical TOPS terminology changes and extended certain 

COVID-19 and other emergency-related TOPS testing eligibility deadlines.

Vapor Products Risk Curriculum
Representative Mincey

Requires schools to provide students with information on the health risks associated with vapor 

products (as defined by La. R.S. 26:901) when providing instruction relative to alcohol, tobacco, 

drug, and substance abuse prevention.  

Note: Though Act 230 does not directly amend charter school law, charters are required by 

La. R.S. 17:3996(A)(13) to provide information on “drug use prevention.”  

New Tobacco/Vapor Product 21-Year Age Limit: Act 403, by Representative Mincey, raises the 

minimum age to sell or distribute any tobacco product, alternative nicotine product, or vapor 

product from 18 to 21 years old.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235055
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235663
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235311
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1232793
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=84839
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=80981
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235801
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Act 108
K-3 Literacy Professional Development
Senator Mills

By December 1, 2021: Requires the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) to develop a list 

of approved professional development courses that focus on foundational literacy skills      

instruction for K-3 teachers, principals, and assistant principals.

By the 2023-24 School Year: Each K-3 teacher, principal, and assistant principal of a school that 

includes grades K-3, including charter schools, must successfully complete at least one       

foundational literacy skills professional development course approved by LDOE.  

• Current teachers and administrators who provide documentation of completion of an

approved course within five years prior to 2023 shall be considered in compliance.

• Newly hired teachers after August 1, 2023, must provide documentation of completion

of an approved course within two years of their employment.

Beginning May 1, 2022, and Annually Thereafter: Each city, parish, or other local school board 

must report to LDOE the number and percentage of teachers and administrators who have    

successfully completed an approved professional development course.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1232840
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
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Act 353 
Annual Student Trauma-Training Professional Development 
Senator Jackson

In-House Training Program: Requires the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) 

to develop and adopt guidelines, in consultation with the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) 

for in-service training in recognizing the signs and symptoms of adverse childhood experiences 

and the utilization of trauma-informed educational practices to address student needs resulting 

from these experiences.

School Requirements Beginning with 2021-22 School Year: All public and approved non-
public school teachers, school counselors, principals, and other school administrators, including 
charter schools, must annually participate in at least one hour of in-service student             
trauma-training program as required by BESE.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235719
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Act 473
Student Discipline Law Revisions 
Representative Hughes

Makes multiple revisions to the student discipline law, La. R.S. 17:416, including clarification 

of the law’s application in its entirety to all non-New Orleans charter schools. 

Note: New Orleans charter schools are permitted via an exception to Act 473 to continue

adhering to its centralized student discipline and expulsion policy and process set forth in La. R.S. 

17:10.7.1 (Act 91) in lieu of La. R.S. 17:416.

Specific changes to La. R.S. 17:416 via Act 473 include:

• Requires schools to prioritize classroom and school-based interventions in lieu of out-of-
school disciplinary removals to address student misconduct in order to minimize the loss of 
academic instructional time.

• Requires school boards to adopt student codes of conduct that also include appeal process 
information; generally requires student discipline based on violation of school codes rather 
than statutorily enumerated lists of prohibitive behaviors.

• Requires school codes of conduct to include progressive levels of minor to major infractions 
with corresponding minor through major interventions and consequences.

• Sets forth the minimum requirements before a student may be readmitted to a class.

• Provides that parent/legal guardian conferences may be held by telephone or virtual means.
• Requires there be discussions with the student and parents prior to suspension and assign-

ment to alternative placements and expulsions.

• Permits the readmission of a student who damaged school property or any property on 
school grounds or owned by an employee or student upon payment for damages or the 
arrangement of an alternative restitution or alternative payment plan.

• Increases the minimum length of a knife blade for which suspension is required from 2 to 2.5 
inches.

• Requires prescription medicine to be carried in the original packaging.

• Requires that expulsion hearings be held within 15 school days.
• Limits the length of certain expulsions for criminal behavior to the student’s period of 

adjudication as determined by a court.
• Exempts students receiving virtual instruction at home from mandatory recommendation for 

expulsion.

https://legis.la.gov/Legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1236386
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=81024
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=1016578
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=1016578
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1003434
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Act 208

Act 366 
Sharing Student Information--Summer Food Programs
Representative Freeman

Act 407 
Sharing Student Information--Higher Education
Representatives Garofalo and Jefferson

School Enrollment for Military Families
Senator Peacock

Clarifies the process for pre-enrolling students of transferring military families into 

public schools, including charter schools, prior to the military family's relocation into the 

school district’s jurisdiction.

Extends a student privacy law exception to permit the sharing of certain student information 

by schools, including charter schools, for the COVID-related summer electronic benefits  

transfer program.

Amends student privacy law to permit the collection and sharing of certain student information 

(race and ethnicity) by schools, including charter schools, for higher education and student  

financial assistance reporting purposes. 

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235333
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235694
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235805
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Act 456
Recording Videos for Special Education Classrooms 
Policy Requirement
Senator Foil

School Policy: Requires the governing authority of each public school, including charter schools,

to adopt policies relative to the installation and operation of cameras that record both video and 

audio in eligible special education classrooms or settings when requested by a student’s parent or 

legal guardian. (Implementation Subject to Available Funding).

Eligible Classroom Definition: A self-contained classroom or other special education setting in

which a majority of students in regular attendance are provided special education and related 

services and are assigned to one or more self-contained classrooms or other special education 

settings for at least 50% of the instructional day.  

• Eligible classrooms do not include special education rooms or settings for gifted or talented

students who have not been identified as also having a disability.

SPED Classroom Video Recording Policies Must Include the Following Provisions: 

• Location and placement of cameras, including a prohibition against the recording of the

interior of a restroom or any area designed for students to change or remove clothing;

• Written notice of the placement of the camera to be provided to persons who enter a

classroom where a camera is installed, including teachers and other employees, students in

the classroom and their parents and legal guardians, and authorized visitors;

• Training for any teacher or school employee who provides services in a classroom where

cameras are installed;

• The retention, storage, and disposal of the video and audio data recorded, including a

requirement that recordings be retained for at least one month from the recording date;

https://legis.la.gov/Legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1236004
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
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• Protecting student privacy and determining to whom and under what circumstances the

recordings may be disclosed, including:

i. limiting viewings to the superintendent or designee and the parent or legal guardian

of a recorded student upon request; and

ii. requiring any person who views a recording and who suspects the recordings show

a violation of state or federal law to report the suspected violation to the appropriate law

enforcement agency;

• Requiring each camera installed to be in compliance with the National Fire Protection Associ-

ation’s Life Safety Code;

• Procedures for the approval or disapproval of a request for the installation and operation of

cameras in a classroom; and,

• Procedures for how a parent or legal guardian may request to review a recording, under what

circumstances a request may be made, and any limitations to a request.

Note: Any recording shall be confidential and not considered a public record or “personally

identifiable information.”

LAPCS strongly recommends charter schools work with their school attorneys 
to craft the required policy.
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Act 419

Act 400 

Dyslexia Reporting
Senator Marino

Amends current law to require public school governing authorities to annually report to the  

Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) by October 31 each year the number of students in 

all grade levels identified as dyslexic through either a Section 504 Plan or an Individualized  

Education Plan. 

Note: Even though Act 419 and the amended law, La. R.S. 17:392.1 (specific to identifying

students with dyslexia) does not directly apply to charters via charter law, as public schools, 

charter schools must adhere to federal rules under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act for identifying students with disabilities, including 

dyslexia. 

LAPCS worked closely with Representative Marino to ensure the timeline for this new dyslexia 

report align with current state deadlines for reporting students identified with disabilities for 

ease of school reporting.

Learning Pods
Representative Emerson

Permits school governing authorities, including charter schools, to establish learning pods as 

an extension of any school under its jurisdiction. As defined by the act, “learning pod” means 

a group of at least 10 students enrolled in the school who receive instruction in a small group 

setting.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235920
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235798
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?p=y&d=80944
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/idea/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-dyslexia-10-2015.pdf
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Act 224
Required National Anthem Prior to Competitive Athletic Events
Senator Hewitt

Act 288 

“No competitive athletic event may be held in a venue, the construction, operation, or  

maintenance of which is financed wholly or partially by the state or a political subdivision  

of the state, unless the event is preceded by the playing or singing of the national anthem.”

Video Surveillance Procurement Manufacturer Standards
Senator Milligan

Updates current laws that prohibit public elementary, secondary, and postsecondary schools, as 

well as nonpublic schools that receive state funds, from procuring telecommunications or video 

surveillance equipment or services from manufacturers not in compliance with federal laws and 

standards (The John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019). 

Note: Though Act 288 and the laws it amends does not directly apply to charter schools via

charter law, charter schools should comply with applicable federal laws and guidelines concerning 

telecommunications or video surveillance equipment.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235361
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235425
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_S._McCain_National_Defense_Authorization_Act_for_Fiscal_Year_2019
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Act 128
Juneteenth State Holiday
Representative Selders

The third Saturday of each June will officially be a state legal holiday, “Juneteenth,” which  

commemorates June 19, 1865--the day in which enslaved people in Galveston, Texas learned 

they were free by Union Soldiers, two months after the end of the Civil War and two years after 

President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation. 

Note: Juneteenth is also now a federal holiday, and school leaders should check with state and

federal holiday observation days when considering closing school to celebrate Juneteenth.  

The exact days of observation may change in the future.

Louisiana Department of Education’s (LDOE) 2021-22 School Operational Guidelines

Unlike the 2020-21 school year, there are no mandatory minimum COVID-safety guidelines and 

requirements for schools to adhere to for the 2021-22 school year. However, LDOE will continue 

to provide schools with recommended health and safety guidance, in partnership with the  

Louisiana Department of Health and state medical experts, to serve students in the 2021-22 

school year, via “Ready To Achieve!: School Operational Guidance.”

Teacher Pay Raises 
After an incredibly difficult year of educating students through a pandemic, legislators expressed 
their appreciation through an $800 teacher pay raise and a $400 support staff pay raise 
inside the MFP via SCR 2. This creates a new funding floor for teachers and support staff salaries

beginning with the 2021-22 school year. This MFP increase is restricted to these pay raise purposes 

for eligible positions, as will be defined by the Louisiana Department of Education.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1234786
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/06/18/a-proclamation-on-juneteenth-day-of-observance-2021/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/ready-to-achieve/ready-to-achieve!-2021-2022-school-operational-guidelines.pdf?sfvrsn=737f6718_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/ready-to-achieve/ready-to-achieve!-2021-2022-school-operational-guidelines.pdf?sfvrsn=737f6718_2
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1233764
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Act 177
Board of Ethics Financial Disclosure Form Late Fees and Penalties 
(Reduction)
Senator Thompson

Act 199
Ethics: School Bus Operator Nepotism Exception
Senator Muscarello

Changes the assessment of penalties for failure to file or disclose information on personal finan-

cial disclosure statements by the Board of Ethics from mandatory to optional, including financial 

disclosure statements for charter school board members. 

• Reduces the penalties for Tier 3 filers (charter school board members) from $50 to $25 per

day and from $1500 to $500 maximum.

Creates an exception to the Code of Ethics to allow an immediate family member of a local 

school board member or superintendent to be employed as a certified bus operator; the school 

board member or superintendent must recuse him/herself from any decision involving the promo-

tion or assignment of the immediate family member.

Per charter school law, La. R.S. 17:3996(B)(10), (20) charter schools are required to comply 

with the Public Records Act and the Code of Governmental Ethics.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235108
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235210
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=80981
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=99632
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=99213
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Act 272
Ethics: Spouse of a Public Servant Nepotism Exception 
Senator Gadberry

Act 213 

Creates an exception to the Code of Ethics to permit the spouse of a public servant to continue 

employment with a person who has or who is seeking a business or financial relationship with the 

agency of the public servant so long as: 

• The spouse is a salaried or wage-earning employee and has been continuously employed
by the person for at least one year prior to the date the compensated employee would have
otherwise initially been prohibited;

• The spouse’s compensation is substantially unaffected by a contractual or other business or
financial relationship with the public servant’s agency;

• Neither the public servant nor the spouse is an owner, officer, director, trustee, or partner in
the legal entity which has or is seeking to the relationship with the public servant’s agency;

• The public servant recuses or disqualifies him/herself from participating in any transaction
involving the spouse’s employer;

• The spouse and public servant jointly file a notice containing specified information with the
Board of Ethics prior to or within 10 days of the date the prohibition would otherwise occur;
AND

• The spouse complies with disclosure requirements set forth in La. R.S. 42:1114.

Public Records Retention
Senator Pope

Clarifies that all public bodies in custody or control of any public record that are not state 

agencies, like charter schools, are to maintain public records for a minimum of three years, 

unless otherwise specified by law.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235465
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235348
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=99218
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TRSL/LASERS

Act 37
Monthly Retirement Benefit Increases for Eligible Persons:
Senator Price

Benefit 
Provides a minimum monthly benefit increase in an amount equal to the lesser of $300 per 

month or the amount necessary to increase the monthly benefit to $1,450 for certain 

retirees, beneficiaries, and survivors of the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana, 

Louisiana State Employees’ Retirement System, Louisiana School Employees’ Retirement 

System, and State Police Retirement System.

Eligibility 

• Retirees: Any retiree who on June 30, 2021, meets the following criteria:

• Has 30 or more years of service credit, exclusive of unused leave;

• Has been retired for 15 years or more;

• Receives a monthly retirement benefit of less than $1,450;
• Is at least 60 years of age, has neither participated in the Deferred Retirement Option

Plan (DROP) nor chosen the Initial Benefit Option (IBO).

• Non-Retiree Beneficiaries: Each non-retiree beneficiary receiving a benefit on June 30,

2021, meets the following criteria:

• The deceased member had 30 or more years of service credit exclusive of unused leave;
• The retiree and non-retiree beneficiary, or both combined, have received a benefit for

at least 15 years;

• The non-retiree beneficiary receives a monthly retirement benefit of less than $1,450;

• The deceased member would be at least 60 years of age had he/she lived;

• The deceased member neither participated in DROP nor chose an IBO.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1230684
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
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• Survivors: Any unmarried surviving spouse, minor child, or mentally or physically handi-

capped child of a deceased member in which survivor is receiving a monthly retirement

benefit of less than $1,450 on June 30, 2021, if the deceased member would have met all of

the following criteria:

• Had at least 30 years of service credit, exclusive of unused leave;

• Has been deceased for 15 years or more; would have been at least age 60;

• Had not participated in DROP or chosen an IBO.
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Orleans Charters Only

Act 93
Orleans Parish School Board (OPSB) Voting Requirements
Senator Bouie

Act 129

Removes a previous 2/3 supermajority voting requirement for OPSB to overturn the Superintendent’s 

charter school recommendation; permits OPSB to adopt its own voting requirement policy.

Orleans Parish Constitutional Amendment to Limit Property 
Tax Increase 
Representative Willard

A constitutional amendment to limit the amount of annual increases in the assessed value of 

residential property in Orleans Parish to 10%. Amendment may potentially limit the amount of 

local dollars Orleans Parish School Board can contribute to Minimum Foundation Program (MFP) 

funding formula available for schools in Orleans Parish; will require voter approval.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1232790
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235040
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
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General Education 
(For Information Purposes)

Act 386
Mandatory Kindergarten
Senator Fields

Act 458
Student Individual Graduation Plans 
Senator Jackson

Mandates attendance in a full-day public, private, or home study kindergarten program for all  

students who turn age 5 on or before September 30, beginning with the 2022-23 school year. 

• Exception--A parent or legal guardian may defer enrolling a child in kindergarten only if:

• The child is 4 years old on the first day of the school year; or,

• The child is enrolled in a pre-kindergarten program.

Updates current Student Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) laws to now require: 

• Each student’s IGP be reviewed annually and signed by the student, parent or legal guardian,
and the school counselor after each completion of the review;

• Prior to any changes to the student’s IGP, the school counselor must meet with the student’s
parent or legal guardian in person or virtually to explain the possible impacts the revisions to
the plan might have;

• Any revisions to the student’s IGP requires written authorization by a parent or legal guardian;
and,

• Hold an annual informational meeting for parents and legal guardians of student in grades
8-12 to provide information on graduation requirements and curriculum choices; the meeting
must be held in conjunction with the scheduling of courses for the next academic year.

Note: Act 275 by Representative Freiberg officially changes the title “Guidance Counselor”

to “School Counselor.”

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235875
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1236006
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BRDTN97824FB/$file/B126.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235469
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Act 415 
The Steve Carter Literacy Program 
Senator McKnight

Creates a literacy program for K-5 students who read below grade level or who are at risk for 

reading difficulties. Program provides for payments up to $1,000 per eligible student per school 

year to receive supplemental educational services, as determined by the Louisiana Department of 

Education (LDOE), to improve the student’s reading or literacy skills. Schools, including charter 

schools, will be able to apply to become a service provider for eligible after-school and summer 

supplemental educational programs. 

• The program is in honor of former Representative Steve Carter, a longtime member of the
House Education Committee and literacy champion, who died in 2020.

• Program implementation is subject to the appropriation of funds.

Act 351 
Foster Youth’s Bill of Rights 
Senator Barrow

Enacts a “Foster Youth’s Bill of Rights” for youth ages 14-18 in the foster care system.  

The enumerated rights include right to privacy, right to attend court hearings, right to be  

in a stable and supportive setting, among many others, and are to be implemented through 

the policies and practices of the Department of Children and Family Services.

Act 198 
Early Ed Centers 
Senator Lyons

Requires the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to coordinate and re-

port data relative to early childhood care and education to assist in evaluating the effectiveness of 

the network and in determining the most efficient and effective allocation of funding and services 

to maximize opportunities for children from birth through age 5. BESE must also create a 

program whereby parents are able to access instructional materials for instruction at home.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235916
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235717
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235717
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235209
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Act 363 
School Water Bottle Filling Stations 
Senator Pierre

Requires any new school building or any existing school building that undergoes major plumbing 

renovation to install water bottle filling stations throughout the school (one per 200 people, one 

per floor, and one near high-traffic areas like cafeterias and gyms).

Act 420 
School Choice Appeal Process 
Representative Wright

Amends current school choice law for traditional public schools (not charter schools), La. R.S. 

17:4035.1, to create an appeal process by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

(BESE) for student intradistrict transfer request denials by local school districts.

Act 457 
The M.J. Foster Promise Program 
Senator Cortez

Requires the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to coordinate and report 

data relative to early childhood care and education to assist in evaluating the effectiveness of the 

network and in determining the most efficient and effective allocation of funding and services to 

maximize opportunities for children from birth through age 5. BESE must also create a program 

whereby parents are able to access instructional materials for instruction at home.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235691
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235921
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=920128
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=920128
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1236005
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• SR-2 Sen. Fields
Creates the 2021-22 Minimum Foundation Program funding formula for schools, which includes 
a restricted $800 teacher pay raise and $400 support staff pay raise, beginning with the 2021-22 
school year.

• SR-15 Sen. Milligan
Requests the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to create a Purple Star 
School Awards Program to recognize schools that evidence a major commitment to serving 
students and families connected to the United States Armed Forces.

• SR-18 Sen. Fields
Urges and requests the state Department of Education to study the feasibility of banning the 
use of corporal punishment in public schools.

• SR-50 Sen. Fields
Urges and requests the state Department of Education to identify no and low-cost evidence 
based training providers for students regarding social inclusions, violence prevention, and 
suicide prevention.

The following are resolutions to bring attention and awareness to various issues. While 

some resolutions have the power to create task forces, others simply “urge and  request” 

and are not laws and cannot be enforced.

Senate Concurrent Resolutions: 

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1233764
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1228074
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1228094
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1231510
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Senate Resolutions: 

• SR 41 and HR 54 Sen. Pope, Rep. Mincey
Urges and requests the state superintendent of education to seek a waiver from the provisions

of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act dealing with accountability and school iden-

tification requirements, and with the report card provisions related to accountability, based

upon the disruptions of education during the 2020-21 school year.

• SR 133 and HR 119 Sen. Hewitt, Rep. Hughes
Urges and requests the state Department of Education to recreate the Early Literacy

Commission to study and make recommendations on how best to develop and implement

an aligned system that provides effective, evidence-based reading instruction for children

from early childhood through third grade.

House Concurrent Resolutions: 

• HCR 11 Rep. Hughes
Urges and requests the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to develop a plan 
for full implementation of school literacy coaching for students in grades K-2.

• HCR 15 Rep. Hughes
Urges and requests the Juvenile Justice Reform Act Implementation Commission to oversee a 

study of local education agency budgets to analyze and make available to the public 

information about how school districts are spending local, state, and federal education funds, 

in particular, how these funds are spent on measures that support students and their learning 

compared to measures that punish and criminalize students.

• HCR 22 Rep. Freiberg
Urges and requests the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education(BESE) to require 

public school governing authorities to post the following fiscal information on their websites 

in accordance with the specified schedule: (1) Annual budget and general summary by 

September 30th beginning in 2021; (2) Annual independent audit after approval and 

acceptance by the legislative auditor by September 30th beginning in 2021; and, (3) Quarterly 

reports detailing revenue, receipts, expenditures, and disbursements, the first such report to 

be posted by October 31, 2021.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1220539
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1221014
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1233533
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1232409
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1228144
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1227789
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1231789
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• HCR 39 Rep. Mincey
Creates the Teacher Recruitment, Recovery, and Retention Task Force to research strategies 
to overcome the state’s current and future teacher shortage challenge and secure a stronger 
educator workforce. Note: LAPCS is a named member of the task force.

• HCR 56 Rep. Freeman
Urges and requests the Juvenile Justice Reform Act Implementation Commission to oversee a 

study of local education agency budgets to analyze and make available to the public 

information about how school districts are spending local, state, and federal education funds, 

in particular, how these funds are spent on measures that support students and their learning 

compared to measures that punish and criminalize students.

• HCR 22 Rep. Freiberg
Urges and requests the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE), in consultation 
with the office of public health of the Louisiana Department of Health, to study best health 
and safety practices for the use of school-issued devices.

House Resolutions: 

• HR 20 Rep. Edmonston
Authorizes and directs each school that requires a COVID-19 vaccine to fully inform each 

student or parent/legal guardian that the COVID-19 vaccine is for emergency use only pursuant 

to an Emergency Use Authorization, is experimental, and has not been fully approved by the 

Food and Drug Administration and that he or she has a right to refuse the vaccination for 

reasons of health, religion, or conscience.

• HR 101 Rep. Beaullieu
Urges and requests the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to study the 
provision of mental health services in schools and the feasibility and advisability of providing 
mental health education to students in grades 6-12.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1233923
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1233675
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1231789
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1222303
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1230871
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• HR 126 Rep. Mincey
Urges and requests the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) to evaluate training 
required of teachers by law enacted by the legislature.

• HR 133 Rep. G. Carter
Urges and requests the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to take all 
necessary actions to provide that no measure of student growth be used in the evaluation of 
teachers for the 2020-21 school year.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1230899
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1230304
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