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Message from the Executive Director
 

It’s a pivotal moment for public charter schools in Louisiana. While
the Supreme Court earlier this year determined we are public
schools, there is much work to be done.

After fighting to protect multiple pathways towards authorization
for charter schools, the next big fight is against barriers that
prevent our growth; like denying charters access to facilities. You’ll
see an important campaign below that needs your action. In the
coming weeks, we will release findings from a facilities survey that
addresses these issues in our state.

The whispers of “...and Charters, Too” are also growing louder.
For that reason, we are gearing up against any effort to chip away
at public charter school autonomy. It is why our recent “Back to
School” event with elected leaders is so important—bringing
leaders face-to-face with students, schools, and leaders who their
decisions impact.

Recently, LAPCS took another step to support its members as we
launched the Charter Board Leadership Academy—creating a
pipeline of leaders to carry out a vision of innovative charter
school governance.

These efforts will all culminate in December at our 11th Annual
Louisiana Charter Schools Conference. It is an important meeting
to hear from you and plot a path forward.  We hope you’ll join us
for this critical conversation. Also, please be sure to take time to
nominate someone in your school community for the charter
school excellence awards. By request, we’ve extended the
deadline.

Finally, on a personal note, we have lots to celebrate with a few
hellos, goodbyes, and congratulations! Our team is great and
growing. In addition, we have had such growth in our Bottom Line
and Top Shelf programs that we are hiring a Programs
Coordinator to provide even more support to our schools.  Please
send us candidates to join our team.

We hope great things are happening for you!  
 
Regards,  
 
Caroline 
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LAPCS SPEARHEADS GOVERNANCE TRAINING
WITH CHARTER BOARD LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

LAPCS has spent the past six years developing a board recruiting and training program, The
Top Shelf, and this year launched the Charter Board Leadership Academy in New Orleans. This
academy is a partnership with the nationally renowned Charter Board Partners. The purpose is
to create a pipeline of volunteer community leaders to carry out a vision for innovative
governance while cultivating a collaborative culture that continues putting students first,
empowering parents, and eliminating the influence of special interests.

The Academy brings together leaders from the boards of New Orleans' charter schools and
board candidates for a series of expert-led seminars and workshops. The goal is to advance
equity and school performance by providing boards with the tools and resources they need to
build healthy structures. The Academy will empower meaningful, targeted decisions that drive
schools toward the future they want through community input, exploration of alternative futures,
robust deliberation, and accountability. 
 
→ LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CHARTER BOARD LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

Annual Finance Report
Training Brings in Expert 
Our September Bottom Line Program had
another successful workshop helping schools
prepare for this year’s Annual Financial Report.
The AFR workshop included a presentation
with Steven Stanfield, the former Business
Manager for DeSoto Parish and the author of
both the AFR and LAUGH Guide. 
 
The intensive one-day workshop focused on helping schools complete the AFR, while also
addressing coding issues that have been causing some schools to seem out of compliance with
the 70% instruction expense rule. 

 
LAPCS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:                    
What New Orleans' Shared Governance District
Will Need to Succeed
 

"Charter boards should continue to be allowed to think in innovative ways, shielded from shifting
political winds that often hamper traditional, locally elected district boards. Charter advocates
must also encourage the school board’s elected members to think differently about their roles
as they walk a delicate line between the community’s need for democratic authority over its
school system and the autonomy that is legally mandated for the city’s charter schools."

→ READ OUR OPINION IN THE 74

ALERT: Good News from the
Legislative Auditor 
You may already be aware, but the LLA/LDOE
released a new audit risk alert today regarding
the assurance schedules (schedule 1 – 9) for
charters and school boards. They have revised
the reporting and testing requirements, and
these changes go into effect for June 30, 2018 year ends.  

→ GET THE DETAILS  

 
COWEN REPORT: Charter Support
Remains Steady
 

ICYMI: The Cowen Institute released a summary of its
annual poll on perceptions of public education in New
Orleans. According to the findings, 60% of residents
consistently believe that public charter schools have
improved New Orleans public education.

→ READ THE REPORT  

LAPCS Meets with Education Team from Bangladesh
We had a great time recently promoting Louisiana public charter schools for the International
Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP). Our team hosted a group from Bangladesh as part of their
program "Empowering School Counselors to Promote U.S. Higher Education." Thanks to the
New Orleans Citizen Diplomacy Council for making us a part of this important tour. 

NEW CHARTER SCHOOLS OPEN

IDEA Innovation Campus
Opens in Baton Rouge
There was lots of excitement at the
ribbon cutting ceremony for IDEA
Schools Innovation campus in Baton
Rouge! The new charter is one of two
IDEA Charter Schools in the Baton
Rouge area that opened in August.

 

Athlos Academy of Jefferson
Parish Opens
Team LAPCS attended the recent ribbon cutting
for one of the newest public charter schools in
Jefferson Parish. Athlos Academy opened its
doors for guests to tour the school, including the
opportunity to see their highly touted indoor turf.
The K-6 charter school already has 400
students on the waitlist. 

EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP

City Councilwoman
Kristen Gisleson Palmer

reads at Plessy Community
School

State Representative Gary
Carter speaks to a civics class

at Edna Karr High

OPSB Vice President
Leslie Ellison serves

breakfast to students at
Paul Habans Charter

OPSB President John
Brown, Sr., greets

students at Fannie C.
Williams Charter

State Representative Walt
Leger at Crocker College

Prep

State Senator Wesley Bishop
serves lunch at Carver High

Back to School Tour with Elected Leaders is Big Success
As school began this year, LAPCS partnered with Democrats for Education Reform (DFER)
Louisiana and public charter schools across New Orleans to connect locally elected officials to
schools in their districts and the children they serve.  

The goal of the visits was to provide examples of the success of New Orleans public charter
schools, highlight areas of need and support that elected leaders can provide in partnership
with the Orleans Parish School Board, and build stronger relationships between our school
leaders and the leaders elected to represent them. 

Thanks to the great support from DFER Louisiana and State Senator Wesley Bishop, State
Representatives Walt Leger and Gary Carter, OPSB President John Brown, OPSB Vice
President Leslie Ellison, OPSB Member Sarah Usdin, BESE Member Kira Orange Jones, City
Councilwoman Kristen Gisleson Palmer, and City Councilman Joe Giarusso.

Schools visited included Fannie C. Williams, Paul Habans, Crocker College Prep, G.W. Carver,
Edna Karr, International High School of New Orleans, Homer A. Plessy Community School, and
Edward Hynes Charter School. 

LAPCS DISCOUNT:        
Special Education Law and
Advocacy Conference
Featuring Pete Wright from
Wrightslaw
 

Take advantage of this unique opportunity to
learn more about special education from
nationally recognized expert Pete Wright.

This one-day conference is sponsored by New Table Consulting on November 8th in New
Orleans and will be filled with learning from the premier source of everything related to special
education law and advocacy. This event will teach you so much of what you need to know to
effectively advocate for special needs children.  

Enter code, ”LAPCS" to receive $25 off the price of a regular admission to the training.

Pete is a special education law and advocacy guru. Along with his wife, he runs the
popular wrightslaw.com website. Together they are the authors of many books that
professionals and parents find incredibly valuable.

→ GET THE FLYER

→ REGISTER NOW 

Welcoming Project Needs
Mentors for Youth
Interested in becoming a Champion (mentor) for
young people? The Welcoming Project
leverages the power of the community to
elevate system-involved youth. Join them at
their next orientation on Saturday, October 13 from 10 am - 12 pm. If you haven’t yet, please be
sure to fill out your Champion application here. Unable to make it?  Welcoming Project will have
additional orientations in the coming months: Saturday, November 10; 10 am - 12 pm
or Saturday, December 8; 10 am - 12 pm.

→ GET MORE INFORMATION 

Know a Teacher Making a
Difference?
Celebrate those teachers who make a
difference. The Dewey Awards were created to
celebrate those teachers who make a difference
in the lives of their students. Share a story of
how a teacher positively changed your life with
Charter School Capital. Three entrants will

receive $1,000 grants to be given in their name to their charter school of choice. We're proud
to have Charter School Capital as a LAPCS Vendor Partner.

→ APPLY FOR THE DEWEY AWARDS 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITY:    
Drones for Good Video Contest
In the Drones for Good Video Contest, participants
are asked to submit a 60-90 second filmed
explanation of how they would use drones to solve
global issues. From search and rescue to bringing
aid to the furthest reaches of the world, the sky really
is the limit on what is possible with drones.

By participating, students are putting their critical
thinking skills to the test as they utilize science,
technology, and 21st-century learning standards. Five students and their schools will win
over $15,000 in STEM Education + more prizes.

→ GET MORE INFORMATION 

FACILITIES ACTION ALERT

Charter school leaders agree - finding and financing adequate school buildings is one of the
biggest obstacles to growing or opening schools. While districts have access to many options
for financing the renovation and construction of school buildings, bureaucracy designed by
adults leaves charter schools without. 

→ Learn more about the charter schools facilities challenge on the 
National Alliance for Public Charter Schools website. 

LAPCS MEMBERSHIP DRIVE CONTINUES
We count on you to support our vision for a Louisiana where all children reach their full
potential. LAPCS is celebrating 11 solid years working to improve education in our state by
supporting, promoting, and advocating for excellent public charter schools.

If you have not renewed your membership, click the button below.  

RENEW NOW!

Gratitude. 
As we celebrate our 11th year, we are
thrilled to have so many of you along for the
journey. By joining LAPCS, you are making
sure the voices of your charter school, your
students, and your families are being heard
by local and state policymakers.

Thank you to every one of our 2018-19
member schools and CMOs, who are listed below.

Abramson Sci Academy 
 
Akili Academy of New Orleans  
 
Arise Academy  
 
Arthur Ashe Charter School 
 
Athlos Academy of Jefferson Parish 
 
Basis Baton Rouge  
 
Baton Rouge College Prep  
 
Baton Rouge University Preparatory Elementary  
 
Bayou Community Academy Charter School  
 
Benjamin Franklin High School  
 
Bricolage Academy  
 
Celerity Crest-worth Charter School  
 
Celerity Dalton Charter School  
 
Celerity Lanier Charter School  
 
Children's Charter School  
 
Collegiate Baton Rouge  
 
Darbonne Woods Charter School  
 
Delhi Charter School 
 
Delta Charter School  
 
Democracy Prep Baton Rouge  
 
Downsville Community Charter School  
 
Dr. Martin Luther King Charter School for Sci/Tech 
 
El-Abbadi Charter Academy 
 
ENCORE Academy  
 
G W Carver High School  
 
GEO Prep Academy of Greater Baton Rouge   
 
GEO Prep Mid-City of Greater Baton Rouge  
 
Greater Grace Charter Academy Inc.  
 
Harriet Tubman Charter School  
 
IDEA Bridge 
 
IDEA Innovation 
 
Impact Charter Elementary   
 
International High School of New Orleans  
 
International School of Louisiana  
 
J. K. Haynes Charter Inc. 
 
JCFA  
 
JCFA-East  
 
JCFA-Lafayette  
 
Joseph A. Craig Charter School  
 
Kenilworth Science and Technology Charter
School 
 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy  
 
KIPP Believe

KIPP Booker T. Washington 
 

KIPP Central City

KIPP East 
 
KIPP Leadership 
 
KIPP Memorial 
 
KIPP Renaissance 
 
Lake Charles Charter Academy  
 
Lake Charles College Prep  
 
Langston Hughes Charter Academy 
 
Lawrence D. Crocker College Prep  
 
Living School 
 
Livingston Collegiate Academy  
 
Lord Beaconsfield Landry-Oliver Perry Walker High  
 
Louisiana Key Academy  
 
Lusher Charter School  
 
Lycee Francais de la Nouvelle-Orleans  
 
Martin Behrman Charter Acad of Creative Arts & Sci  
 
Mildred Osborne Charter School 
 
Morris Jeff Community School 
 
New Harmony 
 
New Orleans Charter Science and Mathematics HS  
 
New Orleans Military & Maritime Academy  
 
Noble Minds  
 
Northeast Claiborne Charter 
 
Paul Habans Charter School  
 
Phillis Wheatley Community School  
 
Red River Charter Academy  
 
ReNEW Cultural Arts Academy at Live Oak
Elementary 
 
Rooted School  
 
Rosenwald Collegiate Academies 
 
Samuel J. Green Charter School 
 
Shreveport Charter Schools 
 
Success Preparatory Academy  
 
Tangi Academy  
 
The MAX Charter School  
 
The NET 2 Charter High School 
 
The NET Charter High School  
 
University View Academy, Inc.   
 
V. B. Glencoe Charter School  
 
Virtual Academy of Lafourche 
 
Walter L. Cohen College Prep 
 
Warren Easton Senior High School  
 
 

 

11th ANNUAL CHARTER CONFERENCE UPDATE

DISCOUNTS FOR 3 OR
MORE TICKETS
→ Register now for group pricing 
→ Get discounted hotel room rates 
→ Be a conference volunteer 

AWARD DEADLINE
EXTENDED!
LAPCS recognizes and honors excellence in the
charter school movement in Louisiana with
three annual Charter School Excellence Awards.

Due to a large number of requests, we are
extending the deadline by one month until

October 31. 

→ APPLY HERE FOR CHARTER SCHOOL EXCELLENCE AWARDS  

MAJOR SPONSORS
ANNOUNCED! 
 

→ Meet all of our Sponsors

→ Become a Sponsor

 

TITLE SPONSOR: Adams and Reese, LLP
 
LAPCS is proud to announce Adams & Reese, LLP as Title Sponsor for our 11th Annual
Louisiana Charter Schools Conference. Adams and Reese has been a long-standing supporter
and partner of the charter school movement. We are grateful for their support of our community
and are excited to have their wonderful team join us again. Be sure to visit their website and
booth during the event to learn more about their services. 

RECEPTION SPONSOR: Transcendent Legal
 
LAPCS is excited to welcome Transcendent Legal as our Reception Sponsor for #LAPCS11. We
are glad to have Transcendent Legal sponsor our reception and awards night for the second
year in a row. We are grateful for their support of our community. Please be sure to get to know
their talented team. Visit their website and booth during the event to learn more about their
services.  

MEET ALL OUR SPONSORS

LAPCS TALENT & EXPERTISE

CONGRATS CLELAND! MEET ANGELE! GOOD LUCK BRADY!

LAPCS Board Member, Cleland Powell of Iberia Bank has been named the prestigious Times-
Picayune Loving Cup winner. For more than a quarter-century, Powell has made a life by
serving on enough boards and advisory councils to fill five typewritten pages of his resume. His
range is diverse, embracing fields such as education, medical care for humans and pets, and
tennis. We are very proud of Cleland and grateful for his service on LAPCS' Board of
Directors!

→ READ MORE 

 

Welcome, Angele DeLarge who was named our new Director of External Affairs & Community
Relations. Angele is a native New Orleanian and has been working to provide high-quality public
education in Louisiana for the past 12 years. Angele spent seven years educating students in
both New Orleans and Baton Rouge. Angele served as the Director of Talent Strategy for
Collegiate Academies, building teacher pipelines, increasing organizational diversity, and
designing successful talent development strategies. We are excited to have Angele join our
team!

→ MEET ANGELE

 

Congratulations to Brady Shannon who accepted a position with IDEA Schools as
Regional Director of Advancement! We are thrilled to see Brady pursue his next great passion.
After four years of leadership at LAPCS, Brady has strengthened our foothold and been a
valuable presence during the reunification of Orleans Parish Schools. At LAPCS, he quickly
became a dependable voice with schools, districts, partner organizations, and elected officials.   

→ STAY CONNECTED WITH BRADY

Got a Team for The Great Inflatable Race?
It is time to start getting your teams together for The Great Inflatable Race - New Orleans on
November 3, 2018. We are looking forward to being this year's charity partner!

A portion of the race proceeds will be donated to LAPCS for each participant or volunteer who
signs up! 
→ REGISTER FOR THE RACE  
→ DOWNLOAD & DISTRIBUTE THE FLYER  

MEMBER BENEFIT: BOARD BANK

SEARCHING FOR BOARD MEMBERS? 
LAPCS’ Top Shelf identifies and recruits capable professionals, or “Board Bankers," to serve on
boards of public charter schools. As a membership benefit of LAPCS, partner schools may
access the Board Bank to expand their boards or committees. To explore potential candidates
for your board email Governance Director, Neil Ranu. 

MEMBER BENEFIT: FREE JOB LISTINGS 
 
Still Have
Positions to
Fill?
 
One advantage of
LAPCS membership is
that you can submit your
job posting to the LAPCS
CAREERS PAGE, which
gets 5,000 -10,000 hits

per month. We also feature some job listings in our monthly newsletter that goes to a broader
audience of public charter schools supporters.  

Also, each Friday we post new listings to our social media pages. Please take advantage of this
member benefit! More information email Communications Director, Roby Chavez.

FEATURED JOB LISTINGS
 

LAPCS PROGRAMS COORDINATOR
We're hiring! The Louisiana Association of Public Charter Schools (LAPCS)
is seeking a Programs Coordinator. The Programs Coordinator will

undertake a variety of administrative, management, and outreach tasks to support LAPCS’
Bottom Line and Top Shelf programs.

→ APPLY HERE!

Athlos Academy Dean of Culture
Athlos Academy of Jefferson Parish is seeking a
Dean of Culture. Candidates must have a
minimum of 3 years of successful teaching
and/or school leadership experience in a multi-
cultural/diverse setting. Experience as a Dean or Assistant Principal preferred. 

→ APPLY HERE!

SEE MORE JOBS!

PARTNER CONNECTIONS SPOT

Educational Consulting Associates
Educational Consulting Associates provides a comprehensive
range of E-Rate consulting services for applicants to facilitate
maximum allowable funding approvals while also ensuring
program compliance. ECS is based in Louisiana and we
provide E-Rate Consulting services to more than 50% of the
Louisiana public school districts and charter schools.

→ MEE THIS VENDOR

ProcureK12
ProcureK12 makes purchasing for education simple. We combine a
competitive school supply marketplace with quote request tools and
bid management. Districts and schools use ProcureK12 to centralize
their purchasing data and communication for everything from pencils
and paper to curriculum.

→ MEET THIS VENDOR 

MEET ALL OUR VENDOR PARTNERS

NEWSLETTER. WEBSITE. FACEBOOK. TWITTER.

About LAPCS 
The Louisiana Association of Public Charter Schools (LAPCS) is a membership organization
that serves as a voice for charter schools in Louisiana. We work in partnership with charter
schools and community supporters to support, promote, and advocate for high quality charter
schools that provide educational choice to families statewide. Learn more about us and get
involved.

lacharterschools.org | info@lacharterschools.org
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