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The Cleveland Innovation Project (CIP) is a
strategic effort to propel Greater
Cleveland to being a Midwest leader for
technology-based economic growth and
prosperity by 2030. 

MIDYEAR UPDATE

Initiated in 2019, the CIP alliance partners continue to catalyze and coordinate
strategies in targeted sector and ecosystem initiatives. Each year, targets are set for
each initiative and results are published. In the Spring, CIP shared results from 2021.
Highlights of regional progress made to date in 2022 are included below. 

SMART MANUFACTURING
MAGNET: The Manufacturing and Advocacy Growth
Network started a new program to showcase businesses
implementing next-generation manufacturing
technologies. The intention is for these businesses to act
as "lighthouses", guiding the way for others to see the
value in implementing similar technologies in their
operations. These featured technologies are not just
nice-to-have efficiency boosters but can often be the
critical difference in a company's ability to compete in
the global manufacturing marketplace. 

To learn more about MAGNET's lighthouse work, click
here.

https://www.cleveland.com/business/2022/03/can-greater-cleveland-be-a-tech-led-growth-leader-by-2030-cleveland-innovation-project-sets-goals-for-next-steps.html
https://www.manufacturingsuccess.org/advanced-manufacturing-fund
https://www.manufacturingsuccess.org/
https://www.cleveland.com/business/2022/06/how-do-you-start-a-fourth-industrial-revolution-in-northeast-ohio-give-companies-role-models-magnet-says.html
https://www.cleveland.com/business/2022/06/how-do-you-start-a-fourth-industrial-revolution-in-northeast-ohio-give-companies-role-models-magnet-says.html


HEALTH INNOVATION

WATER TECHNOLOGIES

STEM TALENT

Cleveland Clinic announced it would build a new 1
million-square-foot Neurological Institute and expand
its Cole Eye Campus. The Neurological Institute will
provide inpatient and outpatient care, surgical services,
and research laboratories. In addition, the Cole Eye
Campus will house a new Center of Excellence in
Ophthalmic Imaging, with an expanded simulation
center for education and training, as well as an
additional 400,000 square feet of space to facilitate
pathogen and pandemic research.

To learn more about Cleveland Clinic's new research
investments, click here.

Cleveland Water Alliance (CWA) created a lead pipe
“farm” in partnership with local utility provider
Cleveland Water. As cities across the country are
looking for cost-effective methods to identify and
replace their lead pipe infrastructure, CWA’s lead pipe
farm provides a testing ground that mimics real-life
conditions for startups and established companies to
test their technologies without breaking ground.
Cleveland Water, which is the 10th largest water
department in the country, and five other utilities –
investor-owned Aqua Ohio and municipal water
departments from Cincinnati, Akron, Conneaut, and 

The Cleveland Talent Alliance is a recently formed
collaboration involving 11 organizations – Destination
Cleveland, Greater Cleveland Partnership, Cleveland
Leadership Center, Team NEO, Cuyahoga County,
Engage! Cleveland, JobsOhio, Global Cleveland,
MAGNET, the Fund for our Economic Future, and
Cleveland Neighborhood Progress – and was
developed to attract professionals to Cleveland as well
as retain local college graduates. 

Click here to learn more about the Cleveland Talent
Alliance's goals and newly hired Director. 

Sandusky – continue to seek and trial promising technologies that could qualify for cash prizes
from CWA. 

To learn more about CWA's lead pipe farm, click here.

CWA also continues its work establishing Lake Erie as the largest digitally connected freshwater
body in the world. The organization is deploying buoys and smart sensors that create a floating
networked laboratory to monitor water quality and protect against algal blooms and other water
contaminants. The monitoring network is growing, with 10 new buoys to be placed across the lake
throughout the summer.

To learn more about CWA's smart buoy work, click here. 

https://my.clevelandclinic.org/
https://www.wksu.org/health-science/2022-05-13/cleveland-clinic-announces-plans-to-build-million-square-foot-neurological-institute-in-cleveland
https://clevelandwateralliance.org/
https://www.thisiscleveland.com/media/news-releases/cleveland-talent-alliance-forms-to-attract-talent
https://www.crainscleveland.com/government/cleveland-talent-alliance-selects-organizations-first-director
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2022/05/search-is-on-for-money-saving-way-to-detect-lead-water-lines-in-the-ground-parma-heights-pipe-farm-to-be-test-site.html?eId=27ceaf17-2014-49fa-970f-31a01f25a897&eType=EmailBlastContent
https://www.wkyc.com/article/tech/science/environment/cleveland-water-alliance-launches-smart-buoys-lake-erie/95-1e4b281c-08a2-4d60-8d44-35fa386fe989?eId=27ceaf17-2014-49fa-970f-31a01f25a897&eType=EmailBlastContent


The Advanced Manufacturing Fund (AMF), a seed fund
dedicated to helping Ohio manufacturing startups
bridge the early gap in their funding needs, has been
launched in partnership with JumpStart, MAGNET, and
the Ohio Manufacturing Extension Partnership. AMF grew
out of MAGNET's annual pitch competition for physical
product startups, Mspire. The fund recently made its first
investment in SweatID, which focuses on wearable fabric
sensors to monitor hydration levels and was a past
winner of Mspire.

To read more about the Advanced Manufacturing Fund,
click here. 

CAPITAL CONTINUUM

STEM TALENT, continued
In addition, Cuyahoga County approved $9 million to boost the county's workforce development.
The Fund for Our Economic Future will act as the fiscal agent, with funding supporting three
workforce efforts: the manufacturing sector partnership, career education in public schools, and
a college internships program.

To learn more about Cuyahoga County's workforce funding commitment, click here.

DIGITAL EQUITY
Digital equity challenges have been longstanding in
Greater Cleveland. To combat the digital divide,
Cuyahoga County, the State of Ohio, and the City of
Cleveland have recently committed significant funding
to develop affordable access options and support for
residents. 

Cuyahoga County and the State of Ohio committed $20
million in a partnership. As a result, 25,000 additional
households across the county will be able to connect to
high-speed internet via service provided by PCs for
People. 

To learn more about Cuyahoga County's digital equity efforts, click here.

The City of Cleveland also recently committed $20 million to digital equity efforts, releasing an RFP
to connect every resident to affordable, high-quality broadband service and provide fiber optic
infrastructure for homes, businesses, and government entities. The City is expected to make
vendor awards this fall.

Click here to learn more about the City's plan to address the digital divide.

https://www.manufacturingsuccess.org/advanced-manufacturing-fund
https://www.manufacturingsuccess.org/advanced-manufacturing-fund
https://www.crainscleveland.com/manufacturing/new-advanced-manufacturing-fund-helping-startups-bring-products-market
https://www.thefundneo.org/
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2022/05/cuyahoga-county-gives-early-approval-to-millions-of-dollars-in-covid-19-stimulus-spending.html
https://cuyahogacounty.us/
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/oh-cuyahoga/ohio-cuyahoga-county-commit-nearly-20-million-to-expand-broadband-access-for-25-000-residents
https://www.clevelandohio.gov/
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/cleveland-metro/mayor-bibb-outlines-citys-affordable-broadband-goals-in-hopes-of-bridging-digital-divide


INNOVATION ZONES

ABOUT THE CLEVELAND INNOVATION PROJECT

In July, The Cleveland Foundation publicly announced its
plans to act as lead developer for the MidTown
Collaboration Center, a three-story, 95,000-square-foot
building in the Health-Tech Corridor. Tenants in the
building will include Case Western Reserve University,
University Hospitals, Hyland Software, the Cleveland
Institute of Art, and several others. 

Click here to read more on The Cleveland Foundation's
novel approach.

This facility will be located next to the new Cleveland
Foundation headquarters and also the new MAGNET
building, which are amidst a cluster of existing technology
and health buildings.

For the rest of 2022, the Cleveland Innovation Project will continue to drive towards its
2030 goals of inclusive, regional economic growth. CIP alliance partners are working in
alignment to advocate for increased availability of private and public funding, via
government advocacy and private capital raises, across strategic sectors and the
underlying innovation ecosystem. CIP partners are also participating in local efforts to
create a more inclusive innovation sector, with upcoming events designed to connect
underrepresented innovators to resources.

Finally, the All-In spirit is now permeating the region’s economic development efforts,
with partner organizations embedding CIP’s work in their broader strategies and
operations.

The Cleveland Innovation Project is a strategic plan for the region to become a Leading Midwest
Region for Technology-led Growth & Inclusion by 2030. Initiated by an alliance of The Cleveland
Foundation, the Fund For Our Economic Future, Greater Cleveland Partnership, JumpStart, and
TeamNEO, the plan has a balanced mission of strengthening technology-based economic
growth and prosperity for all Greater Cleveland residents. Since 2019, the alliance, Steering
Committee, and more than 150 local business, entrepreneurial, institutional, and nonprofit
leaders have worked diligently to develop strategies, plans, and launch initiatives towards the
vision. As a result, private, philanthropic, and public sources have provided over $800 million in
support.

To learn more about the Cleveland Innovation Project, click here.

Looking Ahead

https://www.clevelandfoundation.org/
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2022/07/cleveland-foundation-announces-phase-ii-building-in-project-around-hq-aimed-at-uplifting-east-side-neighborhoods.html?outputType=amp
https://www.clevelandfoundation.org/about/headquarters/
https://clevelandmagazine.com/cleader/business/articles/neo-biz-magnet-brings-inspiration-to-midtown
https://www.healthtechcorridor.com/development/
https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2020/10/cleveland-innovation-projects-vision-for-regions-future-focuses-on-key-sectors-to-reach-economic-inclusion-goals-by-2030.html
https://greatercle.com/cleveland-innovation-project/

