
11

PART TWO

The business community’s vision for our region is a home 
to a diverse, inclusive workforce that also attracts and 
retains newcomers. The surest way to reinforce that vision 
is to continue investing in our regional infrastructure and 
ensuring it is a healthy, vibrant place to grow up, visit, 
or move, regardless of zip code. Working with local, 
state, and federal levels of government is essential in 
advocating for the transformation of neighborhoods and 
businesses. While these policy priorities span community 
development, digital inclusion, and education, each of 
them is vital to the incorporation of longtime residents 
and newcomers alike in prosperity.

,
LAY THE GROUNDWORK  
FOR AN INCLUSIVE
RESILIENT  
ECONOMIC
INFRASTRUCTURE
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Ensuring all businesses and individuals can participate in 
our regional economy will require transforming 
development, land use, transportation, and other practices 
that disconnect people and jobs. Our local priorities include 
boosting business development around our region’s 
existing public transit hubs so residents who are less likely 
to own or have access to a car can get to and from jobs. 
Inaccessibility to jobs is a harsher reality for black residents 
in the Cleveland MSA, who spend 15 percent more time 
commuting on public transportation than white residents 
that also rely on public transit. It is a reality that ultimately 
hurts employers, which struggle to attract and retain the 
workforce they need to grow. We must leverage and invest 
in reimagined central business districts located close to 
existing transit hubs to better connect employers to 
workers and job seekers and jobs. 

When we successfully connect residents to opportunities, 
employers, and goods and services, we strengthen the 
foundation of an economy that allows for businesses to 
grow and raise quality of life. The decisions our local leaders 
make now can shape this reality, but fragmented and 
unaligned decisions on where to allocate public incentives 
and what infrastructure upgrades to invest have 
increasingly disconnected people from jobs. 

•  Revitalize development around our existing transit hubs 
and advocate funding multimodal transit that better 
connects residents to jobs, goods, and services. 

•  Reimagine central business districts into places  
where community-serving enterprises congregate  
and co-locate

State Priorities
Tens of thousands of Cleveland residents—particularly the 
city’s older and poorer residents—lack broadband 
subscriptions of any kind at any speed, including mobile 
data plans. This endemic problem has grown more apparent 
in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, which shifted much 
of our most meaningful interactions online. Internet access 
is critical, for instance, for employers to connect with 
employees and customers they serve. Cleveland—and our 
state—risks falling behind regions where much of the 
population can effectively go to school, work from home, or 
see a doctor virtually. 

Cleveland’s unaffordable and unreliable internet service 
options prevent economic progress and growth, but we can 
transform the city from one of the nation’s worst connected 
to one of its best. This requires a solution that transforms 
internet availability and affordability through increased, 
open competition between internet service providers. Our 
success hinges on a strong partnership with local 
governments, the state of Ohio, federal partners, and the 
private sector to incentivize innovative, low-cost solutions 
that catalyze widespread home internet adoption.

PART TWO (CONT.)

Local Priorities 

Revitalize development around our 
existing transit hubs and advocate funding 
multimodal transit that better connects 
residents to jobs, goods, and services. 

Reimagine central business districts into 
places where community-serving 
enterprises congregate and co-locate

State Priorities

Advocate for state assistance for 
affordable, high-quality broadband in 
digitally divided communities

Preserve Ohio’s CyberOhio Advisory  
Board and enhance technology industry 
support services and resources

Support state funding for local 
transformational economic development 
projects that align with existing assets like 
public transit

Advocate for incentives to revitalize 
brownfields based on comprehensive site 
strategies and connection to job hubs



13

Protecting and fostering local assets through federal policy 
is crucial to a resilient economy. Lake Erie alone has an 
annual $10.7 billion economic impact and accounts for 
thirty percent of the tourism dollars that come to Ohio. 
However, we need robust and long-term federal investment 
to address our region’s aging public transit systems, 
crumbling roads and bridges, and outdated water 
infrastructure. New Markets Tax Credits could also be 
utilized to spur economic development, particularly in 
distressed communities across Northeast Ohio. 

NASA Glenn Research Center and Plum Brook station 
remain important economic drivers in our region. However, 
more can be done to leverage investments in local 
companies that NASA makes to kickstart promising 
technologies that are at critical tipping points in their 
development. In addition, NASA develops all sorts of 
technologies to solve the tough challenges of exploring 
space, advancing the understanding of our planet, and 
improving air transportation. There are untapped NASA 
research opportunities that entrepreneurs and small 
businesses in our region could commercialize if we better 
connect them. 

•  Advocate long-term federal investment in roads, bridges, 
and other modes of transportation, water systems, parks, 
lakes, and other community assets

•  Advocate for the permanency of the federal New Markets 
Tax Credit (NMTC) in the tax code

•  Channel support for NASA Glenn Research Center and 
Plum Brook Station into opportunities for entrepreneurial 
and commercial growth

Federal Priorities

Advocate long-term federal investment  
in roads, bridges, and other modes of 
transportation, water systems, parks,  
lakes, and other community assets

Advocate for the permanency of the 
federal New Market Tax Credit (NMTC)  
in the tax code

Channel support for NASA Glenn Research 
Center and Plum Brook Station into 
opportunities for entrepreneurial and 
commercial growth

Our additional priorities at the state level aim to leverage 
policies that will yield transformation at the local level, 
making our region—and state—more competitive. Aligning 
our region’s existing assets like public transit means 
establishing job hubs, or specific places of concentrated 
economic activity, by leveraging state economic 
development funds and incentives. Brownfields, for 
example, are a heavy lift for developers, requiring immense 
investment and liability before even breaking ground. We 
are advocating for flexible financing options that, instead 
of requiring near-certain job creation and a secured 
end-user, are based on comprehensive site strategies and 
connection to hubs of transit-oriented economic activity.

•  Advocate for state assistance for affordable, high-quality 
broadband in digitally divided communities

•  Preserve Ohio’s CyberOhio Advisory Board and enhance 
technology industry support services and resources

•  Support state funding for local transformational 
economic development projects that align with existing 
assets like public transit

•  Advocate for incentives to revitalize brownfields based on 
comprehensive site strategies and connection to job hubs


