
Psalm 33 
 

The Psalms come to us in many forms: laments (both individual and communal), hymns of 
praise and thanksgiving, imprecatory poems (cursing ones’ enemies), and psalms of trust, 
among others.   
 

Psalm 33, a recent focus in our Read Through the Bible in a Year study, presents a hymn of 
praise, celebrating that “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made…” (vs 6).  So also 
does this Psalm extol trust in the Lord above all others. “The Lord brings the counsel of 
the nations to nothing; God frustrates the plans of the peoples” (vs 10).  
 

This Lenten season has been a time of war in Europe and conflicts in other places in the 
world. We hear experts calculating which nation has the most formidable military 
resources and greatest numbers under arms, but at the center of the war in Eastern 
Europe is an unlikely celebrity: a former actor, a comedian, a head of state who has 
become heroic to his Ukrainian people for uniting them in the singular interest of his 
nation’s resistance to an autocratic, narcissistic threat emanating from neighboring Russia.   
The Ukrainian army is a fraction of the invader with resources that pale in comparison, yet 
the nation continues to stand, as of this writing, despite an apparently overwhelming 
force against them.  
 

A king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great 
strength.   

The war horse is a vain hope for victory, and by its great might it cannot save. (vss 
16, 17) 

 

Every Lenten season provides an opportunity to reflect on what we hold dear, our 
ultimate concern in life.  Where do we place our highest hopes? It just so happens that  
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 Pastor…(continued from page 1) 

this year there is a clear political/military contest underway that gives us an  
immediate opportunity of value prioritization. Is it how many fighter aircraft we 
have in our inventory? How many tanks, artillery pieces, infantry under arms? Or 
are there higher values to which leaders can point? Is there a message for faith 
communities in times of war?  
 
General George Catlin Marshall, Chief of Staff of the United States Army during 
World War II, remains the only military leader in history to receive the Nobel 
Peace Prize, awarded for his work in bringing peace to Europe with his Marshall 
Plan. His Nobel laureate address included the following: “What we are building… 
(is not) a supreme confidence in our ability to conquer and subdue other peoples; 
not in reliance on things of steel and the excellence of guns and bombs… we are 
building on belief, on faith… we have sought for something more than optimism 
or self-confidence, not merely of the intellect or the emotions but rather  
something in the spirit encompassed only by the soul.”   
 
This Lenten season has been a most soulful, prayerful one for me, as I intercede 
not only for individual persons I know and love but also for those seeking justice, 
even entire nations. Aggressors eventually learn that “a king is not saved by his 
great army, a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.” This Lenten season 
has given me opportunity to hear also vss 20-22 of Psalm 33 which guide us to 
that of which General Marshall spoke generations ago:   
 
        Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and shield…  
 let your steadfast love, O Lord,  
 Be upon us, even as we hope in you. 
 
I pray for peace in Ukraine, and wherever the strong oppress others. I pray for  
discernment in my own life, that I place my trust in the Lord in matters great and 
small, for justice in the world, and in my own personal decisions.  I invite you to 
pray with me about these things as we discern together God’s expressed intent 
for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.    
 
Looking forward to the celebration of the resurrection, we can boldly join the 
Psalmist: Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you. 
 
 - Pastor “H” 
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Jesus spoke words that followers then and now have found difficult. He instructs disciples to hate 
members of their own families (Luke 14:26); to act as if they were slaves (Matthew 20:27); and to sell 
their belongings and give to the poor (Luke 18:22). He restricts his mission (Matthew 10:6); he speaks 
of damnation (Matthew 8:12); and he calls Jews the devil’s children (John 8:44). 
 
Drawing on the work of Dr. Amy Jill Levine, whose study on Jesus’ parables we found so fruitful, 
Pastor Leslie will now lead us through some of Jesus’ most challenging teachings. Join us at Faith 
University in April at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays in Fellowship Hall.  

Faith University – The Difficult Words of Jesus 
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. – April 3, 10, 24  
(off April 17 for Easter) 

Last month, due to Zoom issues, we rescheduled at the last minute and met in person at church at 
6:30 p.m. on March 20. We had planned to meet in the CLC Courtyard, but the wind drove us inside to 
the Primrose House – a welcoming, cozy space for good conversation.  It was delightful being together 
again, so we agreed to meet in person for our Sunday, April 24 gathering.  We hope you’ll join us in the 
CLC Parlor during the Sunday school hour on the 24th to discuss an inspirational essay by Ann Patchett, 
“The Worthless Servant.” Please let me know if you’d like to join us and I’ll send you a pdf of the 
essay.  All CLC women are invited to join us for the fellowship and thought-provoking conversation. 
 
 -       Jan Norris 

Lucy Circle 

Hollye Schwartz, owner of All’s Fair, a fair-trade boutique in San Antonio, will be in the CrossWay on 
Sunday, April 10, with handmade items from around the world. Fair Trade is an organized social 
movement that helps artisans and producers in developing countries make better trading conditions 
and promote sustainability. Fair trade ensures that workers get fair compensation for their products. 
Shop for exotic teas and coffees, handmade gift items, chocolate, and Easter goodies. Save the date! 

Fair Trade Sale – Palm Sunday, April 10  
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As we commemorate the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the desert, we ponder his words to us 
in Matthew 25: 31-40: “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me.” 
  
This passage speaks to us of how Jesus would have us welcome the half million Afghans who’ve fled 
their homeland in search of safety and refuge since the fall of the Afghan government to the Taliban, 
and the three million Ukrainians who have fled their country since Russia began its brutal 
assault. They are all crying out to God to help them … and God is inviting us to answer their prayers.  
  
The Center for Refugee Services (CRS) has been designated the recipient of our Lenten offerings this 
year. The CRS is helping to resettle more than 2150 refugees who have arrived in San Antonio since 
October, 2021.  They have been forced out of their homeland by violence, war, and human rights 
abuses, and they have arrived at our doorstep bearing little beyond the clothes on their backs. 
  
Your Lenten contributions can help provide the basics to these displaced families – towels, blankets, 
hygiene products and household goods for their empty apartments. And love from their Lutheran 
friends across town. 

Our Lenten Offerings: Center for Refugee Services 
May we be Good Enough to welcome the stranger  

Tuesdays, April 12 & 26, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom (Every Other Tuesday) 
This group meets every other Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. The class is led by Pastor H. Anyone can 
join, even if you haven't read along with us yet or may be behind. Join in for good conversation and 
company. https://us02web.zoom.us/ j/83287929492 or 346-248-7799.  

Read Through the Bible in a Year Group  
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Join Pastor Leslie on Wednesdays at noon for a Zoom discussion of the book, Good Enough by Kate 
Bowler and Jessica Richie. The book of daily devotions provides a framework for a spiritual life that 
does not seek perfection, but instead allows God to seek and find us. On Lenten Wednesdays, we will 
meet for a brief prayer service (5-10 minutes) and conversation around the appointed devotionals for 
the week. During Sunday morning services, you will see the themes of the book incorporated into our 
worship life together. Please join us in this sacred journey, as together we are reminded of God’s 
promises of love that do not depend on our perfection. Following is the upcoming reading schedule: 
 
March 28 – 23: Being Honest About Disappointment  
March 29 – 24: Kindness Boomerang 
March 30 – 25: Give Up Already 
March 31 – 26: Say Potato 
April 1 – 27: To My Body 
April 2 – 28: Mediocrity for the Win 
 
April 4 – 29: The Burden of Love 
April 5 – 30: Refuge 
April 6 – 31: Bottling Magic 
April 7 – 32: Gondola Prayers 
April 8 – 33: The Cost of Caring 
April 9 – 34: The Reality-Show Gospel 
 
April 11 – 35: When Words Fail 
April 12 – 36: 2:00 A.M./2:00 P.M.  
April 13 – 37: The In-Between 
April 14 – 38: Too Few Sparrows  
April 15 – 39: Bright Hope 
April 16 – 40: A Good Gardener 

Good Enough Reading Schedule 

As part of our Lenten series, Good Enough, Pastor Leslie and Ms. Carrie will explore with our children 
how even the smallest things in life hold great wonder. Alongside the children, we will be challenged 
to look with fresh eyes at ordinary, everyday gifts, claiming them anew. Together, we will discover 
that we are indeed good enough.  

Special Children's Time Series during Lent   
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Palm Sunday Services will be held April 10 at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. with livestream at the 10:30 
a.m. service. We celebrate Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem even as it points hauntingly to his 
ultimate betrayal, trial, crucifixion, and death. Palm processional, Holy Communion, and the Passion 
Reading will be at both services.  
 
Maundy Thursday Service is a solemn and beautiful worship on April 14 at 7:00 p.m. in person and 
via livestream. Pastor H will preach. This service, which includes Holy Communion, leads us to 
reflect on Jesus' Last Supper with his disciples. Here, gathering at the table and watching as Jesus 
kneels to wash the disciples’ feet, we receive the absolution that was denied us on Ash Wednesday 
and the great commandment from Jesus that we love one another as he has loved us.  
 
Good Friday Tenebrae Service on April 15 at 7:00 p.m. in person and via livestream will be a unique 
combination of scripture and music led by our talented and dedicated music staff and Sanctuary 
Choir.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Egg Hunt for our kiddos will be on Saturday, April 16, at 11:00 a.m. Meet in the Courtyard 
and don’t forget to bring your basket. You’ll need it for all the goodies you’re going to find.    
 
Easter Services will celebrate our Lord's triumph over death through resurrection on Sunday, April 
17, at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. with livestream at 10:30 a.m. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! The 
services are nearly identical, although the 10:30 a.m. service will include a children's message. 
Pastor Leslie will preach at both services, and both will include Holy Communion. Don't forget to 
bring flowers to place on the Resurrection Cross! An Easter Breakfast will be offered between the 
services, beginning at 9:00 a.m. Please join us as we celebrate! 

Holy Week and Easter at CLC 
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Christ Lutheran bursts into color with flowering crosses on the church lawn on Easter morning. The 
cross in the Christian Faith is a reminder of Jesus’ sacrifice – that we may have everlasting life. The 
flowering cross is an especially striking and beautiful way to symbolize the new life that emerges on 
Easter morning after Jesus’ death on Good Friday.  
  
The rough-hewn wood symbolizes the heavy cross on which Jesus died. The contrast between the 
starkly bare cross and the colorful transformation when it is adorned with living flowers is a dramatic, 
visual representation of the new life we celebrate. 
  
On Easter morning, we ask you to bring cut flowers for each member in your family (and more if 
you’d like to share) to place on our flowering crosses. Place your flowers on the cross as you enter for 
worship. For our visitors (and those of us who forget), we’ll have extra flowers. 

Resurrection Flowering Cross 

Easter-Esta!  

A combination of Easter and Fiesta celebrations! Sunday, April 24, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. in the Courtyard 
and Fellowship Hall. Fine Mexican fare, fellowship, and fun! We will have a cascarone hunt, and a 
special visit from the Easter bunny dressed up for the occasion. Jayme Brown and Patricia Mowery 
will be lead chefs for the event, and Bobby Stobb will once again be pouring festive beverages. Many 
thanks to these leaders. If you would like to help them out, please get in touch with Jayme,  
Patricia, or Bobby. There will also be a sign-up sheet in the bulletin closer to the event.  

Join us for a screening of Disney/Pixar’s latest hit Encanto. We will have movie themed crafts, 
affirmation cards, and paletas and popcorn for snacks. Feel free to bring sleeping bags, blankets, 
chairs, and a picnic dinner/beverages as well! Admission is FREE; however since the Madrigal Family 
from Encanto were refugees, we invite you to bring a small item to donate to the Center for Refugee 
Services. They always need diapers and non-perishable foods.  The Afghani diet is halal, and they do 
not generally eat canned foods, so the Center for Refugee Services recommends flour, sugar, rice, 
beans, oil, and fresh durable fruits and vegetables (i.e., apples, oranges, potatoes).  

We Don’t  Talk about Bruno!  
Encanto – Friday, May 13, 7:00 p.m.  
in Fellowship Hall 
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Confirmation is back in person at  9:30 a.m. upstairs with teachers Troy Hall and Jeff Jowers. Please 
bring your binders and Bibles to class.  
 
Confirmation Schedule for April:  
April 3: Peter 
April10: The Journey of Paul 
April 17: Easter Sunday! (No Sunday School) 
April 24: The Letters of Paul 
 
Save the date for Confirmation Sunday for our 8th graders: May 22 during both worship services 
with a reception in the CrossWay after the late service. 

Confirmation Class 

Our middle and high school youth are invited on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month from  
5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. for a special time of faith and fellowship with friends. These evenings will 
consist of Bible study, prayer, fellowship, and dinner. We will explore scripture in an open 
conversation to link worship and the Word of God to our everyday lives. Our faith is always growing, 
so let us grow together! Bring a friend!   
 
Schedule for the Spring: 
April 10:  Take Away Lesson & Burgers (at CLC) 
April 24:  Take Away Lesson & Tacos (at CLC) 
May 15:  Swim Party & Final FX3 of the Year 

FX3 (6th -12th Grades) 

April 3: What is Holy Week? 
April 10: Palm Sunday Lesson in the Courtyard 
April 17: Easter Sunday! (No Sunday School) 
April 24: What Happened After Easter? 

Preschool & Elementary Sunday School Schedule 
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Celebrate Cinco De Mayo and support our high school mission trip to Galveston this summer. The CLC 
high school students will be traveling to Galveston from Saturday, July 23 through Wednesday, July 
27 to engage in service projects, enjoy fellowship, and grow their faith.  A yummy Fiesta meal will be 
served along with entertainment and a silent auction held in the grassy Courtyard. Tickets will be 
available starting April 3 in the Crossway. 

Cinco De Mayo Youth Fundraiser  
Thursday,  May 5 at 7:00 p.m. 

The Light (High School Sunday School) 

High school students are invited to hang out in the High School room and visit during the Sunday 
School hour at 9:30 a.m. This is a great time for our high school students to be in fellowship and grow 
their friendships. 
 

To help make the Cinco De Mayo Fundraiser a success, we need your help! Please consider 
supporting our Cinco De Mayo Fundraiser event on Thursday, May 5, by donating gift certificates, 
merchandise, or services. In exchange, you will receive some excellent community exposure and 
advertising. Your company name, address, phone number, and donation will be listed on our social 
media website. Your donation is tax deductible! We thank you in advance for helping the youth fund 
their Mission Trip this summer. 

Silent Auction Items Needed: Great Way to Support 
the Youth Mission Trip 
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The VBS theme for this year is Jerusalem. Come discover the bustling town of Jerusalem, meet  
citizens, explore authentic traditions, and see what it might have been like to live during Biblical 
times. Email Ms. Carrie for more information or grab a registration form today in the CrossWay! 

Register Today for VBS!  
June 20-24 (9:00 a.m. to Noon) 

Stepping Stone for High School Graduates  

on June 5 

Please save the date to celebrate our CLC high school graduates of 2022. This special blessing will be 
at the 10:30 a.m. worship service on June 5 with a reception following in the CrossWay. 

VBS Teen Volunteer Days:  June 13 to 16 - 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. (lunch included) 
VBS @ CLC:  June 20 to 24 - 4 years old to 5th grade (6th - 12th grades can volunteer) 

Family Beach Camp:  July 14 to 17: Sign up= https://www.dwtx.org/departments/camps/mustang- 
island/family-camp/ 

Youth Mission Trip:  Galveston: July 23 to 27 

 



After a long, COVID-forced hiatus, we are ready to resume our tradition of lay lectors presenting the 
scripture readings during worship each Sunday, and are also ready to assemble our usher teams. If you have 
served in either of these capacities before, lectors will be contacted by the church office and usher teams by 
either the office or Larry Sulser.  
 
If you have never served as either and would like to, please contact the church office and let us know. We 
will be happy to get you on the schedule. Lectors are usually assigned no more than one Sunday a month to 
serve at the worship service you normally attend. Ushers are assigned to serve for one month at a time and 
ideally, each team will serve only one term every four months.  
 
We are in need of people to fill both jobs, so please let us know if you would be willing to help! 

Calling All Lectors and Ushers! 
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• Edna Robbins and Fred Valenzuela for arranging our Sunday worship flowers. 

• Our musicians for helping to make our worship services more beautiful. 
• Michael Harris for MORE repairs and upgrades around the church. 

• Carolyn Dufelmeier for cleaning the kitchen, Parlor, hallway closet, and Primrose House and for 
all the beautiful receptions she has orchestrated. 

• For all the wonderful parents for teaching our children & youth on Sunday mornings. 

• Our members who have donated silent auction items for our youth mission trip fund raiser.  

Praises to: 



Staff 
 

The Rev. Leslie Price 
Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Howard Stendahl 
Pastor 

Dana Ferrero 
Director of Day School 

Becky Richard 
Office Manager & Accountant 

 Dr. Dan Long 
Director of Music Ministry 

Jeff Hammack 
Organist 

Mary Villarreal 
Youth Choir Director 

Sharon Wiedemann 
Youth Choir Accompanist 

Carrie Jowers 
Director of Faith Formation 

Sam Tenorio 
Custodian 
Lori Harris 

Office Administrator & A/V Tech 
Jesus Garcia 

A/V Tech 
Carolyn Dufelmeier 
Event Coordinator 

 

Congregation 
Council 

 

Michael Fischer, 
President 

Bryan Woods, 
Vice-President 
Adam Braaten,  

Treasurer 
Heather Rosenquist,  

Secretary 
Rhonda Barsalou, 
At-Large Member 

James Ehler 
At-Large Member 

Edna Robbins 
At-Large Member 
Pastor Leslie Price 

Pastor Howard Stendahl 
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On July 14-17, we invite you to spend a long weekend on the beach for 
Family Camp at the Mustang Island Episcopal Retreat Center! We use the 
term "family" loosely as singles and couples without children are also invited! 
It's about gathering with our church "family." Everyone stays in a beautifully 
furnished room with a private deck and bathroom and a view of the Gulf of 
Mexico. CLC women have stayed here for several years for the women’s 
retreat, and they can attest that the accommodations and the food are 
fabulous! The program begins on a Thursday afternoon/evening and 
continues through Sunday lunch. Enjoy swimming, singing, surfing, arts & 
crafts, delicious meals, beach games, fishing, resting under a beach umbrella, 
a campfire, worship with great music, biblically based teaching, and more. 
Online registration is now open. Folks are encouraged to make their 
reservations soon as space fills up quickly. Pastor Leslie's family and Carrie's 
family will attend July 14-17 and offer CLC fellowship opportunities, but if you 
can’t join us, you can still sign up to stay at the Retreat Center on a different 
weekend. Pricing: 1 person - $415, 2 people - $560, 3 people - $735, 4 people 
- $900, and children under 2 are free. To register: https://www.dwtx.org/
departments/camps/mustang- island/family-camp/  

CLC is heading to Family Camp at the  
BEACH in July! Only 3 Rooms Left!  
Sign-up TODAY!  
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