
March 2 is Ash Wednesday and begins our yearly Lenten journey toward Holy Week and 
Easter. Lent is traditionally a time to refocus ourselves and our lives, seeking God. Often 
the faithful will give up something . . . chocolate, alcohol, or meat; Facebook, Instagram, 
or TikTok; video games or reality television. Sometimes people will add something . . . a 
new prayer practice, reading the Bible regularly, or a daily act of kindness.   
  
But in truth, the greatest gift of Lent is its powerful reminder that it is first and foremost 
God who seeks us. God seeks us in all our imperfections, our inabilities, and our sinful 
limitations. On Ash Wednesday, an ashen cross is rubbed across our foreheads as the 
pastor reminds us that we are merely dust and to dust we shall return. We are finite; we 
are reeds shaking in the wind. No matter how much we may strive, we are limited 
creatures. We have suffered, and we have inflicted suffering. And on Ash Wednesday we 
confess it all and receive the promise that God loves us still.   
  
Thus begins our journey throughout Lent toward the cross of Jesus, toward the truth that 
we worship a God who suffered for us and with us. We worship a God who seeks to know 
us fully: in our finitude, in our humanity. While Jesus’ suffering and death are not the end 
of the story, Lent and Holy Week offer us opportunities to recognize that Jesus sits right 
with us in the suffering and the brokenness of it all and proclaims that we are still seen, 
held, and loved.   
  
There are forty days in Lent (not counting Sundays). They are meant to mirror Jesus’ forty 
days spent in the wilderness. This Lent, at Christ Lutheran, we will be using a devotional 
resource by Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie entitled Good Enough. It contains forty 
devotions which ask us to consider both hope and the reality of the brokenness in the 
world and in ourselves. These devotions provide a framework for a spiritual life that does  
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 Pastor…(continued from page 1) 

not seek perfection, but instead allows God to seek and find us. On Lenten 
Wednesdays at noon beginning on March 16, via ZOOM, we will meet for a brief 
prayer service (5-10 minutes) and conversation around the appointed devotionals 
for the week. During Sunday morning services, you will see the themes of the 
book incorporated into our worship life together. I hope that you will join us for 
this sacred journey, as together we are reminded of God’s promises of love which 
do not depend upon our perfection.    
  
Here is a link to purchase the book: https://www.amazon.com/Good-Enough-
40ish-Devotionals-Imperfection/dp/0593193687  
  
Here is a link to receive a free companion guide to the book: https://
katebowler.com/lent/  
  
The companion guide is a “workbook” of sorts. You do need to enter your name 
and email to receive it. Once you enter your information, the guide is immediately 
available for download. I have printed it out and plan to use it as I walk through 
the devotionals each day.   
 

 - Pastor Leslie 
 

(See page 11 for the daily schedule of devotionals.) 

Tuesdays, March 1, 15 & 29, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom (Every Other Tuesday)  
This group meets every other Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. The class is led by 
Pastor H. Anyone can join, even if you haven't read along with us yet or may be 
behind. Join in for good conversation and company. https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/83287929492 or 346-248-7799.  

Read  Through the Bible in a Year Group  

As part of our Lenten series, Good Enough, Pastor Leslie and Ms. Carrie will explore 
with our children how even the smallest things in life hold great wonder. Alongside 
the children, we will be challenged to look with fresh eyes at ordinary, every day 
gifts, claiming them anew. On March 6, Ms. Carrie invites all our children to join her 
in the Garden/CrossWay at 10:00 a.m. to pot some plants which we will place in the 
Sanctuary that Sunday as part of our worship. Together, we will discover that we 
are indeed good enough.   

Special Children's  Time Series during Lent -  
Begins Sunday, March 6 with an activity for children prior to worship!   

https://www.amazon.com/Good-Enough-40ish-Devotionals-Imperfection/dp/0593193687
https://www.amazon.com/Good-Enough-40ish-Devotionals-Imperfection/dp/0593193687
https://katebowler.com/lent/
https://katebowler.com/lent/
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Fifty years ago Dr. Gerhard Forde, then Professor of Systematic Theology at Luther Theological 
Seminary in St Paul, MN, wrote, Where God Meets Man: Luther’s Down-to-Earth Approach to the 
Gospel. Intended at the time for a lay/congregational audience, Professor Forde presented the 
“down-to-earth” character of Luther’s theology with a view toward supporting Christians to be both 
faithful to God and true to our responsibilities on earth with our neighbors.  
 
Beginning on Sunday, March 13 at 9:30 a.m. and meeting in Fellowship Hall, Pastor H will lead us 
through Dr. Forde’s work, exploring what it means to be a Lutheran in 2022, and how Luther’s 
theology remains relevant and even prophetic in an uncertain time.  
 
All are invited to this Faith University opportunity. Please indicate to Pastor H (hstendahl@clcah.org) 
or Lori Harris (office@clcah.org) your intention to participate so we can order a copy of the 50th 
anniversary publication of this book for you!  

March Faith University - In Person 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Starting March 13 

The Lucies continue to meet via Zoom and invite CLC women to join us monthly for an hour of 
conversation centered on an article/essay/short story we read in advance.  It’s a friendly way to stay 
connected in a pandemic and we welcome you to be with us.  This month, on Sunday, March 20 at 
6:30 p.m., we will discuss an article from Mother Jones entitled, “I Escaped the Trauma of 
Homelessness – Only to Face Your White Savior Complex,” by Lori Teresa Yearwood.  It is a little longer 
than our usual readings, but it is worthy of reading and discussing – a painful, intimate glimpse into the 
reality of a woman who experienced the indignities and trauma of homelessness. Edna Robbins will 
lead the discussion.  You can access the article at: https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2022/01/
homeless-escape-white-savior-complex-deserving-poor-reagan-gift/ or I can send it to you in a Word 
Doc. 
The Zoom link:  
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81097618426?pwd=b1R1TDNHYlZBWDU4WFFrSU00T2EwZz09 
 
 - Jan Schubert Norris 

Lucy Circle 

https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2022/01/homeless-escape-white-savior-complex-deserving-poor-reagan-gift/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2022/01/homeless-escape-white-savior-complex-deserving-poor-reagan-gift/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81097618426?pwd=b1R1TDNHYlZBWDU4WFFrSU00T2EwZz09
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This spring, the women of Christ Lutheran are once again invited to gather at the beach on Mustang 
Island near Port Aransas for retreat and respite. In the most basic terms, healing is the process of 
making or becoming sound or healthy again. In the Bible, healing is the restoration of health, the 
making whole or well, whether physically, mentally, or spiritually.  
 
Healing is often a private and inward journey. Yet, as we emerge from these “unprecedented times,” 
the question of how we heal has become a more public discussion. It is a discussion that sometimes 
seems to fuel the notion that there is a “right way” and “wrong way” to heal, somehow creating 
more wounds, sadness, and pain. How can we possibly move towards healing if we are stuck in this 
rhetorical loop?  
 
Please join us for an inspirational weekend surrounded by the beauty of Mustang Island and the 
company of amazing women as we explore the power of healing physically, mentally and spiritually 
for ourselves and our communities. We will stay at the Mustang Island Retreat Center, a ministry of 
the Episcopal Church. The cost for the weekend is $300 per person for double occupancy rooms and 
all meals are covered. Registration is now open. You can pick up a registration packet in the CrossWay 
or go online to download the forms and make your payment.  

Women’s Retreat – March 25-27 Healing:  
How We Move Forward Together  

On July 14-17, we invite you to spend a long weekend on the beach for Family Camp at the Mustang 
Island Episcopal Retreat Center! We use the term "family" loosely as singles and couples without 
children are also invited! It's about gathering with our church "family." Everyone stays in a beautifully 
furnished room with a private deck and bathroom and a view of the Gulf of Mexico. CLC women have 
stayed here for several years for the women’s retreat, and they can attest that the accommodations 
and the food are fabulous! The program begins on a Thursday afternoon/evening and continues 
through Sunday lunch. Enjoy swimming, singing, surfing, arts & crafts, delicious meals, beach games, 
fishing, resting under a beach umbrella, a campfire, worship with great music, biblically based 
teaching, and more. Online registration is now open. Folks are encouraged to make their reservations 
soon as space fills up quickly. Pastor Leslie's family and Carrie's family will attend July 14-17 and offer 
CLC fellowship opportunities, but if you can’t join us, you can still sign up to stay at the Retreat Center 
on a different weekend. Pricing: 1 person - $415, 2 people - $560, 3 people - $735, 4 people - $900, 
and children under 2 are free. To register: https://www.dwtx.org/departments/camps/mustang-
island/family-camp/ 

CLC is heading to Family Camp at the  
BEACH in July!  

https://www.dwtx.org/departments/camps/mustang-island/family-camp
https://www.dwtx.org/departments/camps/mustang-island/family-camp
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On Sunday, March 20, 3rd graders are invited to celebrate and receive the Spark Bible from our 
congregation, marking a new stage in their faith development. During the worship service, parents, 
along with their 3rd graders, will be invited forward for a special blessing and to receive their Bible. To 
make sure we have enough, RSVP to Carrie at carrie.jowers@gmail.com that you can attend. 
 
The Spark Bible acknowledges children’s new reading skills and their transition from the picture Bible.  
The Spark Bible is the NRSV translation, which is the same translation we use during worship. It also 
provides age-appropriate introductions and details to help children enter the Bible more deeply.  
 
Our CLC third graders and at least one parent are encouraged to attend a Bible Navigation class 
during the Sunday School hour (9:30 a.m.) on Sunday, March 20. Our class will focus on helping 
children learn how their Bible is organized, how to look up passages, and how both the children on 
their own, and families together can use the Bible for faith formation.  

Save The Date: Stepping Stone 
(Bibles for  Third Graders) 

March 18-20 
Journeymen is our newest small group focused on fellowship and outreach for the men of CLC. We 
are planning a spring retreat this year to the Hill Country. Cost will be $95 per person for two nights. 
Meals and activity fees will be an additional cost. If you are interested in participating, please sign up 
in the CrossWay or contact Joe Diana, jnldiana@att.net.  
 
Tentative schedule:  
Friday, March 18, 5:00 p.m. 
Rally at church for carpooling. Dinner in Kerrville and then on to Camp Chrysalis (CC) for fire ring 
fellowship.  
 
Saturday, March 19 
Breakfast at CC and then three to four hours of work support at CC. After lunch, we will head to 
Fredericksburg for a walkabout to include a visit to the Nimitz Museum. We’ll have dinner together in 
Fredericksburg and enjoy a fire ring fellowship after dinner.  
 
Sunday, March 20 
After breakfast and a group devotional, we will offer the option to play golf or fish as desired. 

Journeymen Retreat  

mailto:carrie.jowers@gmail.com
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March 6: No Sunday School.  It’s Spring Break! 
 
March 13, 20 & 27: Large Group with Pastor Leslie, Troy Hall, and Jeff Jowers in the Confirmation 
Room. We will finish our Old Testament unit and cover the intro to the New Testament as well. 
Please let Pastor Leslie or Ms. Carrie know if you cannot attend as these are required sessions for 
Confirmation.  

Confirmation Class Schedule - 9:30 a.m. Sundays  

Our middle and high school youth are invited the 2nd and 4th Sundays each month from 5:00 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. for a special time of faith and fellowship with friends. These evenings will consist of Bible 
study, prayer, fellowship, and dinner. We will explore scripture in an open conversation to link 
worship and the Word of God to our everyday lives. Our faith is always growing, so let us grow 
together! Bring a friend!   

Schedule for the spring: 
March 13:  No FX3 (It’s Spring Break!) 
March 27:  Cookout at Ms. Carrie’s House  
April 10:  Take Away Lesson & Burgers (at church) 
April 24:  Take Away Lesson & Tacos (at church) 
May 15:  Swim Party & Final FX3 of the year 

FX3 (6th -12th Grades) 

March 6:  No Sunday School (Spring Break) -Planting Activity in CrossWay/Garden at 10:00 a.m. 
March 13:  What is the Meaning of Lent? 
March 20:  Stations of the Cross Activities  
March 27:  Pretzel-making Lesson 

Preschool & Elementary Sunday School Schedule 
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Celebrate Cinco De Mayo and support our high school mission trip to Galveston this summer. The CLC 
high school students will be traveling to Galveston from Saturday, July 23 through Wednesday, July 
27 to engage in service projects, enjoy fellowship, and grow their faith.  A yummy Fiesta meal will be 
served along with entertainment and a silent auction held in the grassy Courtyard. Tickets will be 
available starting March 20 in the Crossway. 

Cinco De Mayo Youth Fundraiser  
Thursday,  May 5 at 7:00 p.m. 

The Light (High School Sunday School) 

High school students are invited to hang out in the High School room and visit during the Sunday 
School hour at 9:30 a.m. This is a great time for our high school students to be in fellowship and grow 
their friendships. 
 

To help make the Cinco De Mayo Fundraiser a success, we need your help! Please consider 
supporting our Cinco De Mayo Fundraiser event on Thursday, May 5, by donating gift certificates, 
merchandise, or services. In exchange, you will receive some excellent community exposure and 
advertising. Your company name, address, phone number, and donation will be listed on our social 
media website. Your donation is tax deductible! We thank you in advance for helping the youth fund 
their Mission Trip this summer. 

Silent Auction Items Needed: Great Way to Support 
the Youth Mission Trip 
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The VBS theme for this year is Jerusalem. Come discover the bustling town of Jerusalem, meet  
citizens, explore authentic traditions, and see what it might have been like to live during Biblical 
times. Email Ms. Carrie for more information or grab a registration form today in the CrossWay! 

Register Today for VBS!  
June 20-24 (9:00 a.m. to Noon) 

Agape Ministry 

Loretta Morse, Executive Director of Agape Ministry, is in desperate need of volunteers who would 
be willing to work at the thrift store. She is in need of cashiers and those who would be willing to 
sort and price items for the Fig Leaf store. She is also in need of volunteers to help pick up and un-
load food from various places which would require some heavy lifting and at times early morning 
hours. 
 
If you are interested and able to help please call The Agape Ministry at 210-590-6655. 

VBS Teen Volunteer Days:  June 13 to 16 - 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. (lunch included) 
VBS @ CLC:  June 20 to 24 - 4 years old to 5th grade (6th - 12th grades can volunteer) 

Family Beach Camp:  July 14 to 17: Sign up= https://www.dwtx.org/departments/camps/mustang- 
island/family-camp/ 

Youth Mission Trip:  Galveston: July 23 to 27 

Youth Outing:  June 8 TBD 
Elementary Outing: July 7 TBD 
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We’ve watched in horror and despair as innocent men, women, and children in Afghanistan have fled 
their homeland to escape violence and oppression since the Taliban takeover of the government.  
Many of those evacuees are in San Antonio, trying to begin a new life in a country that is foreign to 
them in every way. Most left with nothing but a backpack or suitcase containing a few items of 
clothing. Imagine leaving everything behind – furnishings, dishes, clothing, books, mementoes, 
memories. That’s how desperate they are to seek freedom. 
 
The CLC Benevolence Committee, along with our pastors, has designated the Center for Refugee 
Services (CRS) as the beneficiary of our Lenten offerings in 2022. The Center for Refugee Services, a 
non-profit dedicated to promoting the wellness, self-sufficiency, and successful community 
integration of resettled refugees and their families, is a marvelous organization.  It offers multiple 
services with a paid staff of only three and a volunteer corps of 30, at least six of whom put in over 
100 hours per month in their mission of mercy. 
 
CLC has long supported the CRS as part of our commitment to giving 20% of regular offerings to local, 
ELCA, and international benevolence partners. And recently, many of you helped gather the 
necessities – furniture, household goods, kitchen items, linens, etc. – to help resettle one very 
grateful family in a new apartment. They must have felt the love of this Lutheran congregation of 
strangers in a strange land who so generously transformed their empty apartment into a home. 
 
Since October 1, the CRS has assisted more than 2,150 evacuees from Afghanistan – providing them 
with pillows, blankets, towels, and hygiene supplies – in collaboration with other resettlement 
agencies that are helping the refugees find jobs and apartments. CRS thought it would be assisting 
about 30 families – not more than 2,150 and growing. 
 
What do they need? Oh so much. Everything, really – starting with jobs and cars so they can get to 
work. Their kids need schools, but CRS tells us that some of the schools where the families are being 
resettled are capped and cannot accept more students.  About one-third of the arrivals are single 
men, hoping to find work, gain citizenship, and send for their families.  The remainder are families – 
many of them are large, with four or more children.   
 
Our Lenten offerings will help CRS purchase some of the basics the refugees need. CRS would love it if 
we also could furnish another apartment for a family. They need our prayers. They want us to reach 
out and care and welcome these frightened strangers into our community. 
 
In the absence of in-person Wednesday Lenten services in 2022, thanks to the pandemic, we urge our 
generous CLC members to ease the plight of the refugees by making a contribution to this benevolent 
cause.  

Our Lenten Offerings: Center for Refugee Services 
May we be Good Enough to welcome the stranger  



Page 10 

• All who donated to the Youth bake sale and who purchased baked goods from the sale. 

• Michael Harris for all his handyman repairs around the church property. 
• Carolyn Dufelmeier for all her hard work on cleaning out the church kitchen. 

• Chuck DeFreest and Chad Burkhardt for ushering every Sunday at the 8:30 a.m. service. 
• Chuck DeFreest for donating the plants which grace our entrance to the Sanctuary. 

Praises to: 

One of these days, we’d love to come to you with good news, but Brenda and her family continually 
encounter snags to their best laid plans. I am so grateful that this church keeps hanging in there with 
them. 
 
The latest: After Bobby dropped Brenda off at work one day in February, a high school kid ran a stop 
sign and plowed into Bobby’s car.  No one was hurt, but Bobby’s car is not drivable.  The kid’s dad has 
insurance, but unbeknownst to Brenda and Bobby, their insurance had lapsed. Oy. The angry father 
of the kid is threatening to sue Bobby as an uninsured driver.  Can he do that when Bobby was not 
responsible for the wreck? 
 
The upshot: Until and unless they can resolve this and get their car repaired, Brenda has no way of 
getting to work.  Beth Callaghan and I came up with a temporary fix but we hope we don’t have to do 
this for more than two or three weeks.  We are taking turns driving Brenda to work for her evening 
shift (and Pastor Leslie has offered to be our backup … thank you, Pastor Leslie!). But Brenda will have 
to take an Uber home since she gets off work at 10 p.m. and that’s past our bedtime. She is tapping 
into her fund at CLC to pay for the Uber rides (about $12 per ride), along with an assist from Rhonda 
Barsalou who donated an Uber gift card for the cause … thank you, Rhonda!  Brenda works Monday 
through Friday.  Any ideas?  We tried to locate a car they could borrow temporarily but have not had 
luck.  Anyone know of such a miracle? 
 
We’ll keep you posted and appreciate your support — financial and prayerful. She has told us many 
times recently that she does not know how her family would have survived without the support of 
the CLC congregation. Jesus loves you all for what you’re doing here. 
 
 - Jan Schubert Norris 

Companionate Ministry 
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March 2 – 1: Regula 
March 3 – 2: Buoyed by the Absurd 
March 4 – 3: Mourning a Future Self 
March 5 – 4: Shiny Things 
 
March 7 – 5: Building a Good Day 
March 8 – 6: Small Things, Great Love 
March 9 – 7: Asleep on the Job 
March 10 – 8: When Good Things...  
March 11 – 9: The Foundation 
March 12 – 10: When You Are Exhausted 
 
March 14 – 11: Happy Enough 
March 15 – 12: Right After It’s Over 
March 16 – 13: Needing Rules At All 
March 17 – 14: For the Exiles 
March 18 – 15: The Tragedy Olympics 
March 19 – 16: The Bad Thing 
 
March 21 – 17: Hopping Off the Treadmill 
March 22 – 18: Hello, Goodbye 
March 23 – 19: No Reason Whatsoever 
March 24 – 20: Becoming Real  
March 25 – 21: #Blessed  
March 26 – 22: Loving What Is 

Good Enough Devotional  
Readings Schedule  

March 28 – 23: Being Honest About...  
March 29 – 24: Kindness Boomerang 
March 30 – 25: Give Up Already 
March 31 – 26: Say Potato 
April 1 – 27: To My Body 
April 2 – 28: Mediocrity for the Win 
 
April 4 – 29: The Burden of Love 
April 5 – 30: Refuge 
April 6 – 31: Bottling Magic 
April 7 – 32: Gondola Prayers 
April 8 – 33: The Cost of Caring 
April 9 – 34: The Reality-Show Gospel 
 
April 11 – 35: When Words Fail 
April 12 – 36: 2:00 A.M./2:00 P.M.  
April 13 – 37: The In-Between 
April 14 – 38: Too Few Sparrows  
April 15 – 39: Bright Hope 
April 16 – 40: A Good Gardener 
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Ash Wednesday, March 2, Services at Noon and 6:30 p.m. 
Communion & Imposition of Ashes at both Services 

Livestream @ 6:30 p.m. 
 

If you would like ashes sent to your home for at-home worship, please let the 
office know ASAP by emailing office@clcah.org or calling (210) 822-3394. 

 
Lenten Wednesdays, Noon via Zoom, Starting March 16 

A Brief Service of Prayer & Conversation around Weekly Devotional Readings  
from Good Enough 
Led by Pastor Leslie 

March 16, 23, 30, April 6, 13 
Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83109228115 

mailto:office@clcah.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83109228115

