
I didn’t choose to get sick. In every way I thought reasonable, I sought in recent years to 
protect myself and those I love, including the members of Christ Lutheran Church, from 
this dreaded illness. It found me. The pernicious virus invited itself into my chest and took 
advantage of me as a host, taking my strength, my breathing, and even my clear thinking 
without my permission. It was the worst uninvited guest ever…and it forced me to stop 
everything and be entirely alone.  
 
Through the worst times it was “stinking thinking.” In the midst of fever, uncontrollable 
shaking, and the general haze of malaise I wondered, “What if this doesn’t go away?” For 
some it did not, particularly folks my age and older. But thanks to azithromycin, 
prednisone, and other miracles provided by military physicians, I began to think a bit more 
clearly again, became able to look forward, and get out of my own self-centeredness.    
 
Two of my sons have had to deal with the unwelcome guest, one at about the same time I 
was dealing with the intruder. As a younger man I never really believed other young 
people of my age who spoke as new parents of how they would do anything for their new 
infant children, even take illness from them, if they could. It was a love unbeknownst to 
them prior to becoming parents. Then my own sons were born, and I understood.    
 
As an older man, I remember that epiphany, the revelation that love reaches beyond the 
self and one’s own preservation. Those who are parents know what I mean. Those who 
have transcending love for another being know this verity. I don’t go seeking illness, by 
any means, but if it could mean healing or giving life to one of my children or 
grandchildren, it would be an easy choice.    
 

       (Continued on the top of page 2) 
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Baptisms: 
• Howard Carter 

Trimble, son of 
Robert & 
Katherine Trimble, 
on January 23 

Pastor…(continued from page 1) 

Perhaps God reminded me of this in recent weeks. Medieval Christian scholars 
wrote at length, philosophically, about the mystery of illness and suffering. They 
distinguished in much of their writing between “substance” and “accident,” with 
different meaning than how we use the words today. The “substance” or 
“essence” of something is its truest, most important role or value in creation. The 
“accident” is simply its exterior, or how it appears. Scholars have applied these 
categories to many religious debates.   
 
Over recent weeks, over my years at CLC, whether “reading through the Bible in a 
year,” or doing pastoral care, I have been reminded that in leaning into the  
discomfort of illness we glimpse the suffering of others and learn. The unwelcome 
guest of incapacity and the reminder of mortality point us to the real “essence” of 
all the stories in the Bible and spiritual life, stories of God entering our imperfect 
world, revealing our redemption. God did this not with power and weapons, but 
by joining in our humanity, revealing the kind of love that would even take a 
daughter’s, a son’s, a child’s suffering experience upon the Word Incarnate, if that 
might show us the measure of divine love that redeems us.  
 
It’s the essence of all the stories. It’s there in the history of Israel, as God’s people 
chased after military alliances and other religions, yet the steadfast love of the 
Lord pursued and redeemed them, time and again. It’s there in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus, the ultimate expression of love that is beyond even a  
mother’s or father’s love that would do anything for the little ones they hold. It’s 
there in our life together at Christ Lutheran Church, sharing the joys and sufferings 
and all that the years will bring, until we realize together the essence, the  
epiphany of what my most recent unwelcome guest caused me to remember:  as 
greater as the Creator is than any earthly parent, so greater is the love that has 
created us, redeems us, and sustains us, even to eternal life.   
 
 - Pastor H 
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After prayerful consideration, the leadership of the church has decided to postpone returning to  
in-person, indoor education and fellowship events at Christ Lutheran for the time being due to the 
most recent COVID surge. A key metric we usually consider when planning worship, education, and 
fellowship events at CLC is San Antonio’s Coronavirus Dashboard. You can visit it here: https://
covid19.sanantonio.gov/Reports-Statistics/Dashboards-Data. 
 
The Dashboard takes into consideration several key numbers before determining the risk level for 
San Antonio. As of the writing of this article, we are in the orange section which is labeled, “severe.” 
The leadership of the church will be looking for us to return to yellow (moderate) or light green (mild) 
before we would resume in-person, indoor education and fellowship. We do plan to continue indoor 
worship at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. with masking and distancing protocols in place, as the larger 
sanctuary space offers ample opportunity for everyone to spread out. Further, those who prefer can 
easily participate from their homes via our livestream options. As soon as COVID numbers improve in 
San Antonio, we will resume in-person education and fellowship opportunities. In the meantime, 
know that we are prayerful for you and your families. We hope that you remain well. Reach out to 
the church if needed. You are not alone.  
 
 - Peace, The Pastors and Council of Christ Lutheran 

Church Ministries Update 

Given the period of disconnection that we have all experienced throughout the pandemic, as well as 
the fact that we have new Council members along with Council members who are moving into new 
roles, we are going to hold an official installation and re-installation of all Council members on Sunday, 
February 13, at both services. Be sure to join us as we recognize these church leaders, pray for them in 
their service to our congregation, and thank them as well!  

Installation of Congregation Council Members – 
Sunday, February 13 

https://covid19.sanantonio.gov/Reports-Statistics/Dashboards-Data
https://covid19.sanantonio.gov/Reports-Statistics/Dashboards-Data
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Regrettably, the leadership of the church has made the decision to postpone our Small Group 
Ministry Sunday where we had planned to officially relaunch small groups within our congregation. 
This does not mean, however, that Small Group Ministry isn’t up and running at CLC. Many of our 
small groups continue to “meet,” both formally and informally. It’s just that some of the groups 
require in-person meetings, such as Altar Guild or Worship Leaders, and the leadership of the church 
right now is encouraging groups to either meet outdoors or virtually via Zoom or other formats. We 
are hopeful and prayerful that COVID cases in San Antonio will soon ease once again, and we will 
then be able to move forward. In the meantime, be sure to check your bulletins and Constant 
Contacts for opportunities to participate in the small groups that still are meeting!  

Small Group Ministry Sunday – Postponed 

This group meets every other Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. The class is led by Pastor H. Anyone can 
join, even if you haven't read along with us yet or may be behind. Join in for good conversation and 
company. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83287929492 or 346-248-7799. 

Read  Through the Bible in a  Year Group  
Tuesdays, February 1 & 15, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom (Every Other Tuesday)  

Given the uptick in COVID cases, Lucy Circle continues to err on the side of caution. We will meet 
again this month on Zoom: Sunday, February 20 at 6:30 p.m. from the comfort of your home, parked 
in front of your screen, ready to greet smiling faces. We invite you to join us. We will discuss an essay 
by the wonderful Ann Patchett from her book, These Precious Days. The essay, entitled, “My Year of 
No Shopping” gives us something to consider about consumerism. If you’d like me to email you a 
copy of the essay, let me know. Here’s the link for the Zoom meeting:  
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89453732323?pwd=RGJscUpLOHcyUm5DS2NjRXh6MytpUT09 
 
 - Jan Schubert Norris 

Lucy Circle: Zooming Still 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83287929492%20or%20346-248-7799
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89453732323?pwd=RGJscUpLOHcyUm5DS2NjRXh6MytpUT09
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Almost two years into the pandemic and amid yet another coronavirus surge, we begin to wonder if 
we are living through one of the bleakest hours of human history. However, set within the broader, 
longer story of humanity, we must admit that our suffering isn’t unique. Michael Ignatieff’s recent 
work On Consolation offers timely and profound philosophical meditations on how great figures in 
European history, literature, music, and art searched for solace while facing tragedies and crises. 
Written from a secular rather than faith-based perspective, Ignatieff considers a variety of sources for 
finding hope far beyond the traditional narratives to which Christians so often cling. Join Pastor Leslie 
on Thursdays at noon in February as we draw upon this work to find consolation in these uncertain 
times.  
 
Here is a link to purchase the book: https://www.amazon.com/Consolation-Finding-Solace-Dark-
Times/dp/0805055215 
 
A Zoom link for the conversation:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88903144380 

Faith University Via Zoom – On Consolation: Finding 
Solace in Dark Times  
Thursdays in February at noon  

Did you know every household in the U.S. is eligible to receive four free at-home COVID tests? 
Recently, our daughter tested positive for COVID and a few days later I tested positive. We had a hard 
time trying to find a place that would test us. Walgreens and CVS were completely booked at all San 
Antonio locations. Our primary doctor had no COVID tests. Online options were sold out and Amazon 
even had a home kit that was originally $17 going for the hefty price tag of $200. We ended up 
getting tested through our school district (NEISD), with a wait of four hours in the car. The school 
nurse informed me that wait has greatly increased with the surge in COVID symptoms. With that said, 
I encourage everyone to take a couple of minutes to go online and sign up to receive free COVID tests 
that are sent directly to your house. If you don't have access to order online, please call the church 
and we can help sign you up to receive your free tests.   
 
You can order your kits now at www.covidtests.gov. All you need do is enter your name and address 
to request your kits. 
 
 - Carrie Jowers  

Free COVID-19 Home Kits Available 

https://www.amazon.com/Consolation-Finding-Solace-Dark-Times/dp/0805055215
https://www.amazon.com/Consolation-Finding-Solace-Dark-Times/dp/0805055215
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88903144380
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FX3 will be taking their Valentine Party to Zoom.  Join us for silly games and conversations, 
Saturday, February 12, from 6:00-7:00 p.m.  Prizes will be given throughout our Zoom time, so don’t 
miss out! 
 
The ZOOM link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89902888524?pwd=L0VhTmY4WHJrR2JvdDN1MTRTcTFCUT09 

FX3 Hang Out Night Via Zoom 
Saturday, February 12 at 6:00 p.m.  

Our high school students will be attending the ELCA Gathering this summer in Minneapolis 
on July 24-28. To help the youth cover the costs of the Gathering, including registration fees, hotel 
and travel, they will be hosting a Valentine’s drive-through Bake Sale on Saturday, February 12, 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. in the church’s small parking lot off Castano, facing the high 
school. We are accepting baked goods of all kinds (homemade or store bought) to help make this 
event successful. Items can be dropped off at the church on Thursday, February 10 from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. and Friday, February 11 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. 

Valentine Bake Sale:  Youth Fundraiser for  The ELCA 
Gathering This Summer in July 
 

Please join Ms. Carrie on February 6 at 7:00 p.m. for Sunday School in the evening.  We will learn 
about John the Baptist. Yummy goodies will be delivered to your house to participate in this fun Bible 
lesson. RSVP to Ms. Carrie to get your Sunday School kits delivered. 
 
The Zoom link:  
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87383258406?pwd=Y3Z4cU0rMTRzdFR4STBHUVVjcm81dz09 

Sunday School in the Evening with Ms. Carrie 
(preschool-elementary) 
Sunday, February 6 at 7:00 p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89902888524?pwd=L0VhTmY4WHJrR2JvdDN1MTRTcTFCUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87383258406?pwd=Y3Z4cU0rMTRzdFR4STBHUVVjcm81dz09
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On July 14-17, we invite you to spend a long weekend on the beach for Family Camp at the Mustang 
Island Episcopal Retreat Center! We use the term "family" loosely as singles and couples without 
children are also invited! It's about gathering with our church "family." Everyone stays in a beautifully 
furnished room with a private deck and bathroom and a view of the Gulf of Mexico. CLC women have 
stayed here for several years for the women’s retreat, and they can attest that the accommodations 
and the food are fabulous! The program begins on a Thursday afternoon/evening and continues 
through Sunday lunch. Enjoy swimming, singing, surfing, arts & crafts, delicious meals, beach games, 
fishing, resting under a beach umbrella, a campfire, worship with great music, biblically based 
teaching, and more. Online registration is now open. Folks are encouraged to make their reservations 
soon as space fills up quickly. Pastor Leslie's family and Carrie's family will attend July 14-17 and offer 
CLC fellowship opportunities, but if you can’t join us, you can still sign up to stay at the Retreat Center 
on a different weekend. Pricing: 1 person - $415, 2 people - $560, 3 people - $735, 4 people - $900, 
and children under 2 are free. To register: https://www.dwtx.org/departments/camps/mustang-
island/family-camp/ 

CLC is heading to Family Camp at the  
BEACH in July!  

Book Club for Parents 
Thursday, February 24 at 7:00 p.m.  

Join Ms. Carrie in reading Just Be You by Mallika Chopra. Don't let anyone put limits on your children 
– on what they can do, how they should think or how they express themselves. This book is designed 
for children and youth (ages 7-13) to learn tools that will help them live a good and healthy life.  Just 
Be You will be a great resource for parents to assist their kids in navigating their lives, growth and  
maturity.  The book can be ordered on Amazon at this link: https://www.amazon.com/Just-Be-You-
Questions-Intentions/dp/0762471220 
 
On Thursday, February 24, at 7:00 p.m. we'll have a Zoom meeting for parents to discuss the 
book. Fun weekly activities will be sent out to keep you and your youth engaged in reading.  RSVP to 
Ms. Carrie today. 
 
The Zoom link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81330617283?pwd=VlhHb29yeDRDc3ZpR2xxajk4cGdhUT09 

https://www.dwtx.org/departments/camps/mustang-island/family-camp
https://www.dwtx.org/departments/camps/mustang-island/family-camp
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Be-You-Questions-Intentions/dp/0762471220
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Be-You-Questions-Intentions/dp/0762471220
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81330617283?pwd=VlhHb29yeDRDc3ZpR2xxajk4cGdhUT09
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• All those who helped undecorate the Sanctuary after Christmas. It was a job well done. 

• All who have generously donated to help Brenda and her family. 

• All who donated to the Afghan Apartment Outfitting Program. 
 

Praises to: 

Dear CLC Friends – the following sweet, sincere letter from our friend Brenda points to why the 
Companionate Ministry Team came to be. We have walked alongside her for seven years, lifting her 
up when the obstacles are overwhelming and cheering her on for her determination to succeed, to 
raise four healthy, happy children. Your prayers and many contributions – financial, gifts of clothing/
shoes/toys for the children, meals, groceries – have sustained this family during difficult times. We 
continue to be with her. Most recently, COVID swept through the family and Brenda was unable to 
work for more than a week. Your gifts to a CLC fund in Brenda’s name helped them buy food and 
medicine. Thank you, bless you all! Following is a note we received from Brenda on January 7, 2022. 
 
 - Jan Schubert Norris 
 
To the church  
 
Dear Church, 
I am writing to y’all to express my personal appreciation for the support and kindness. I really must 
express my gratitude for the help you freely give me and my family. I want to take a moment and let 
y’all know how much y'all are appreciated. You are a true angel to me, and I am more grateful to y’all 
than words can express. Thank you for being a ray of sunshine even on my darkest days. I thank y'all 
for being the wonderful, amazing people y’all are. I know i am blessed to have y’all in my life. Y’all 
have done so much for us, I don’t know where to start. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  
 
Sincerely, 
Brenda Guel 

Companionate Ministry 
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Thank you to all who made donations to the Afghan Apartment Outfitting 
Program with the Center for Refugee Services of San Antonio. The family was 
very appreciative of the kitchen items, including a microwave, dishware, 
cookware, etc. I’m so grateful that our church responded by fulfilling every 
item on the list of needs. We helped Safi and her four children, ages 1, 2, 4 and 
5. Safi’s husband was shot in the arm during his evacuation from Afghanistan, 
and he has been detained in Washington DC. Fortunately, Safi’s brother-in-law, 
Esmatullah, has lived in San Antonio for five years. His 15-year-old son Asim 
was translating for us when I delivered the first load of supplies to the 
apartment, and he and his sisters were helping with the younger children. Safi 
offered me nuts, sweets, and green tea to say thank you.   
 
We delivered furniture a few days later with the help of Joseph’s Sons and a 
Christ Lutheran family who donated a sleeper sofa, kitchen table with chairs, 
and a vacuum cleaner. I also had another load of donations, including toys, rugs 
and comforters. Joann, the Donations Coordinator, asked if it would be okay to 
give some of the items to another family in need. A family of 10! The father 
was just arriving and was also a brother to Esmatullah. Joann said big families 
like this are not unusual. We had dishes and cookware as well as a couple of 
rugs that we could offer him and his family. We ended by delivering the table 
and chairs to a totally different family that had just moved in. They did not have 
anything. One of our church members who helped deliver came back later with 
some more dishes and other items to get them started in their new lives here.   
 
The Center for Refugee Services has been overwhelmed with the number of 
families who need help resettling here, but with the help of this program they 
already have assisted 150 families! In addition to this program, our church also 
responded generously by donating comforters, pillows, towels, and laundry 
detergent to single men coming ahead of their families and by delivering a bed 
to a yet another family. Thanks again to all of those who were a part of this 
effort! This is definitely love in action.  
 
 - Lisa Diana  

Afghan Apartment Outfitting Program: 
Thank you  
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