
Throughout this time of pandemic, our Small Group Ministries have officially been on 
pause, but unofficially they have been providing sustenance and nurture even while 
physically distanced. Phone calls and Zoom chats have connected us when meeting in 
person simply wasn’t an option. Some groups have already returned to meeting either 
virtually or in-person. Other groups are still informally connecting.  
 
On Sunday, January 23, we will officially relaunch and celebrate the small groups within 
our faith community – all of which seek to care, pray, engage, and serve for the sake of 
growing together spiritually to become a dwelling place for God. Some groups will 
officially return to meeting in person. Some groups will return virtually. Other groups will 
continue to wait until the majority of members are ready and comfortable to return in 
some capacity.  
 
Our NEW small group ministry brochure will be unveiled on Sunday, January 23, and all 
members of Christ Lutheran will be encouraged to consider where they might want to be 
involved. Our small groups range in focus and include: Bible studies, service, worship 
participation, fellowship, and special interests. The brochure also highlights our many 
wonderful music ministries in which members are invited to participate.  
 
If you’re interested in starting a new group, please chat with Pastor Leslie. To have your 
group included in the 2022 Small Group Ministries brochure, please talk to Pastor Leslie by 
Sunday, January 16. 
 
Also, for small group leaders: please consider signing up to have a “booth” (part of a table) 
in the CrossWay throughout the morning of Sunday, January 23, to introduce yourself to 
potential new members and tell them more about your group. To sign up for booth space,  
e-mail or call the church office by Tuesday, January 18.  

Small Group Ministry Sunday! – January 23  
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Sympathy to: 
• The family and 

friends of Betty 
Lohman who died 
on November 7. 

Please consider joining CLC friends who will be celebrating MLK Day by joining in 
solidarity with our brothers and sisters of many ethnicities at the 2022 MLK Day 
March. We will advocate, as Jesus did, that all people are equal in the eyes of 
God. Tentative plans are to gather at St. Philip’s College, 1801 Martin Luther King 
Drive (Lot 22, which is at Montana and Mittman streets), at 9:15 a.m. on January 
17 and travel by VIA bus to the start of the march, which begins at 10:00 a.m. We 
will catch the VIA bus at the end of the march at Pittman Sullivan Park to arrive 
back at St. Phillip’s parking lot around noon. Please wear your “God’s Work. Our 
Hands.” t-shirts if you have them. Watch for plan updates in the January bulletins. 
Contact Pastor Leslie for more information. Sign up in the CrossWay or call the 
office. Signing up is very important so we know who to look for on the day of the 
march! 

Martin Luther King March – 

Monday, January 17  

Given the period of disconnection that we have all experienced throughout the 
pandemic, as well as the fact that we have new Council members along with 
Council members who are moving into new roles, we are going to hold an official 
installation and re-installation of all Council members on Sunday, February 13, at 
both services. Be sure to join us as we recognize these church leaders, pray for 
them in their service to our congregation, and thank them as well!  

Installation of Congregation Council 
Members – Sunday, February 13 

Dedication of our Baptismal Font –  
Sunday, January 9 
On Sunday, January 9, we will celebrate the Baptism of our Lord. It is fitting on this 
day to dedicate our new font that graces the Sanctuary for worship services each 
Sunday morning. Designed by Chris Schultz and built by carpenters with Malitz 
Construction, our new font is a glorious work of art made for celebrating the  
sacrament of baptism now and for years to come. Sons and daughters of God and 
brothers and sisters in Christ will be named and claimed by God’s love as we  
baptize in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We give thanks to Geri 
Wollschlaeger who dedicated significant funds to this project as well as to Chris 
Schultz and the Malitz family for their work and contributions.  
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The Lucies have continued to meet via Zoom throughout the pandemic. In recent months, we’ve been 
meeting on Sunday evenings at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom and will do so again in January. Thereafter, we’ll 
take a poll to see if the majority would prefer to continue in the safety of Zoom during these COVID-
fearful times or return to in-person gatherings in the cozy CLC Parlor.  In the meantime, this month 
we’re reading an essay by John Pavlovitz entitled, “It’s okay, not to be okay,” in which he addresses 
grief in its many manifestations.  We invite all CLC women to enjoy these meetings of conversation 
and fellowship.  I can send you a copy of the essay by email if you’re interested and not already on 
our mailing list. Please join us at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, January 16 via Zoom.  Peace, friends.  Here’s 
the link:  
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89453732323?pwd=RGJscUpLOHcyUm5DS2NjRXh6MytpUT09 
 
 - Jan Norris 

Lucy Circle: January 16 

Fifty years ago Dr. Gerhard Forde, then Professor of Systematic Theology at Luther Theological 
Seminary in St Paul, MN, wrote, Where God Meets Man:  Luther’s Down-to-Earth Approach to the 
Gospel.   Intended at the time for a lay/congregational audience, Professor Forde presented the 
“down-to-earth” character of Luther’s theology with a view toward supporting Christians to be both 
faithful to God and true to our responsibilities on earth with our neighbors.    
 
Beginning on Sunday, January 9 at 9:30 a.m. and for the following 3 Sundays, Pastor H will lead us 
through Dr. Forde’s work, exploring what it means to be a Lutheran in 2022, and how Luther’s 
theology remains relevant and even prophetic in an uncertain time.     
 
All are invited to this Faith University opportunity.   Please indicate to Pastor H (hstendahl@clcah.org) 
or Lori Harris (office@clcah.org) your intention to participate so we can order a copy of the 50th 
anniversary publication of this book for you! 

January Faith University 

Each year Pastor H guides a group reading through all 66 books of the Bible, requiring about 15-20 
minutes each day. Currently the group is underway in Genesis, Matthew, and portions of the Psalms 
and Proverbs. There is still time to join in this small group ministry of Biblical study – just email Pastor 
H at hstendahl@clcah.org or call the church to indicate your interest.    

Read Through the Bible  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89453732323?pwd=RGJscUpLOHcyUm5DS2NjRXh6MytpUT09
mailto:hstendahl@clcah.org
mailto:office@clcah.org
mailto:hstendahl@clcah.org
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January 2:   No Sunday School 
January 9:   Baptism of Jesus 
January 16: Isaiah 
January 23: Letter from Paul 
January 30: Jeremiah 

Preschool & Elementary Sunday School Schedule 

Our 3rd graders receive the Spark Reader Bible as a Stepping Stone beyond the picture Bible. The gift 
acknowledges their new reading skills and maturity. The Spark Bible is also full of  
age-appropriate introductions and details to help children enter the Bible more deeply. It is an NRSV 
translation, as is the Bible we primarily use at CLC. 
 
Sunday, February 6, 3rd graders are invited to celebrate and receive the Spark Bible from our 
congregation to mark a new stage in their faith development.  During the worship service, parents, along 
with their child, will be invited forward for a special blessing and to receive their Bible. To make sure we 
have enough Bibles, RSVP to carrie.jowers@gmail.com to let us know you can attend. 
 
Third graders and at least one parent are encouraged to attend a Bible Navigation class during the 

Sunday School hour (9:30 a.m.) on Sunday, February 6.  Our class will focus on helping children learn 

how their new Bible is organized, how to look up passages, and how the children can use the Bible for 

faith formation independently and with their families.   

Save The Date: Steppingstone, Bibles for 3
rd

 Graders 

January 2:  No Sunday School 
January 9, 16, 23 & 30:  Large Group with Pastor Leslie in the Confirmation Room. We will finish our 
Old Testament unit and cover the intro to the New Testament as well. Please let Pastor Leslie or Ms. 
Carrie know in you can not attend as these are required sessions for Confirmation.  

Confirmation Class Schedule - 9:30 a.m. Sundays 

mailto:carrie.jowers@gmail.com
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Our middle and high school youth are invited the 2nd and 4th Sundays each month from 5:00 to 6:30 
p.m. for a special time of faith and fellowship with friends. These evenings will consist of Bible study, 
prayer, fellowship, and dinner. We will explore scripture in an open conversation to link worship and 
the Word of God to our everyday lives. Our faith is always growing, so let’s grow together! Don’t 
forget to bring a friend!   

Schedule for the spring: 
January 9:  Dinner & Fellowship (at church) 
January 23:  CAM Project (at church) 
February 13:  Valentine Party & Dinner (special location) 
February 27:  Movie Outing and Dinner 
March 13:  No FX3 - Spring Break 
March 27:  Cookout at Ms. Carrie’s House  
April 10:  Dinner & Fellowship (at church) 
April 24: Miniature Golf and Dinner 
May 15:  Swim Party & Final FX3 of the Year 

FX3 (6
th

 -12
th

) 

High school students are invited to hang out in the High School room and visit during the Sunday 
School hour. This is a great time for our high school students to be in fellowship and to grow their 
friendships. 

The Light (High School Sunday School) - 9:30 a.m. 

June 20-24:  VBS 
July 14-17:  Family Camp Port Aransas 
July 24-28:  ELCA Gathering for High School 

Save the Date for these Summer Activities 
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Do you ever wonder what goes into planning a worship service? Do you wish that you could help 
select the hymns? Do you ever find yourself imagining a creative way to engage the congregation in 
faith exploration? Then Liturgical Planning Team might be for you! This team meets two to four 
times throughout the year to plan the major church seasons, including Advent/Christmas and Lent/
Holy Week. Together we develop concepts, themes, music, and ideas for implementation that bring 
the theology of these seasons to life. If you’re interested in serving on this team, we will be meeting 
on Monday, January 10 at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall to plan for Lent and Holy Week. A light 
dinner will be provided. RSVP to Pastor Leslie or the office to let us know you will be there!  

Liturgical Planning Team - Monday, January 10 

Connections are very important for our youth and their families. Healthy connections help build  
relationships and encourage our youth to deepen their involvement in the life of the church. We have 
a fun weekend planned at Camp Chrysalis from Friday, January 28 (arrive any time after 7 p.m.) 
through January 30 (depart by 10 a.m.)  for our middle and high school families. To register, please 
contact Ms. Carrie by January 3. Any youth who wish to attend without another family member are 
invited to reach out to Ms. Carrie to discuss. 
 
Families will have their own cabins, with lunch and dinner provided by Cross Trails. Refrigerators are  
accessible for drinks and snacks. We will hike, practice archery, and brave the high ropes.  We will also 
have worship by the campfire and delicious s’mores.  Be sure to sign up today. Cost is $75 per person 
for the weekend. 

Middle & High School Family Retreat:  
Camp Chrysalis January 28-30
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On July 14-17, we invite you to spend a long weekend on the beach for Family Camp at the Mustang 
Island Episcopal Retreat Center! We use the term "family" loosely as singles and couples without 
children are also invited! It's about gathering with our church "family." Everyone stays in a beautifully 
furnished room with a private deck and bathroom and a view of the Gulf of Mexico. CLC women have 
stayed here for several years for the women’s retreat, and they can attest that the accommodations 
and the food are fabulous! The program begins on a Thursday afternoon/evening and continues 
through Sunday lunch. Enjoy swimming, singing, surfing, arts & crafts, delicious meals, beach games, 
fishing, resting under a beach umbrella, a campfire, worship with great music, biblically based 
teaching, and more. Online registration is now open. Folks are encouraged to make their reservations 
soon as space fills up quickly. Pastor Leslie's family and Carrie's family will attend July 14-17 and offer 
CLC fellowship opportunities, but if you can’t join us, you can still sign up to stay at the Retreat Center 
on a different weekend. Pricing: 1 person - $415, 2 people - $560, 3 people - $735, 4 people - $900, 
and children under 2 are free. To register: https://www.dwtx.org/departments/camps/mustang-
island/family-camp/ 

CLC is heading to Family Camp at the  
BEACH in July!  

Women’s Retreat – March 25-27 
Healing: How We Move Forward Together 

This spring, the women of Christ Lutheran are once again invited to gather at the beach on Mustang 
Island near Port Aransas for retreat and respite. In the most basic terms, healing is the process of 
making or becoming sound or healthy again.  In the Bible, healing is the restoration of health, the 
making whole or well, whether physically, mentally, or spiritually. 
 
Healing is often a private and inward journey. Yet, as we emerge from these “unprecedented times,” 
the question of how we heal has become a more public discussion.  It is a discussion that sometimes 
seems to fuel the notion that there is a “right way” and “wrong way” to heal, somehow creating more 
wounds, sadness, and pain.  How can we possibly move towards healing if we are stuck in this rhetor-
ical loop? 
 
Please join us for an inspirational weekend surrounded by the beauty of Mustang Island and the com-
pany of amazing women as we explore the power of healing physically, mentally, and spiritually for 
ourselves and our communities. We will stay at the Mustang Island Retreat Center, a ministry of the 
Episcopal Church. The cost for the weekend is $300 for double occupancy rooms and all meals are 
covered. Registration opens on Sunday, January 16. You can pick up a registration packet in the  
CrossWay or go online to download the forms and make your payment. 

https://www.dwtx.org/departments/camps/mustang-island/family-camp
https://www.dwtx.org/departments/camps/mustang-island/family-camp
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The response was overwhelming!  We collected over 3,000 diapers and even some cans of baby 
formula during the November Diaper Drive. This is an amazing response to what will hopefully 
become an annual event here at Christ Lutheran Church. 
 
Officials at the Texas Diaper Bank in San Antonio reported that because of our gifts of diapers, sixty 
families can be helped with diapers for an entire month. This is no small contribution. This really 
makes a difference for the children in our community. 
 
Thank you! 
 
“To ease another’s heartache is to forget one’s own.”  Abraham Lincoln 
 
 - Patricia Mowery 
 

November Diaper Drive Update  
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• All those who helped decorate the Sanctuary for Christmas. It was a job well 
done. 

• To Frank Pennington for helping move all of the Thanksgiving food donations 
down to Fellowship Hall so we could set up for the pickup. 

• All who helped or participated in the Children’s Christmas Pageant! 

• The Soul Sisters and Mulligans/Joseph’s Sons group for sorting all of the gifts 
to go to Family Services for our Christmas angels. 

• All who brought gifts for the Christmas angels. 
 

Praises to: 

The staff thanks you, the congregation, for your generous Christmas gifts. Your 
thoughtfulness and generosity are overwhelming. We very much appreciate 
your ongoing gifts of support and love. You make Christ Lutheran a great place 
to serve! 
 
- Pastor Leslie, Pastor H, Carrie, Becky, Lori, Dan, Jeff, Sam,  Mary, Carolyn, 
Sharon, and Jesus 

Thank  You from the Staff  
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                               Join us on Monday, January 17! 
Join the group from CLC attending the Martin Luther King Day March in San Antonio! Tentative plans are 
to gather at St. Philip’s College, 1801 Martin Luther King Drive (Lot 22, which is at Montana and Mittman 
streets), at 9:15 a.m. on January 17 and travel by VIA bus to the start of the march, which begins at 10:00 
a.m. We will catch the VIA bus at the end of the march at Pittman Sullivan Park to arrive back at St.  
Phillip’s parking lot around noon. Please wear your “God’s Work. Our Hands.” t-shirts if you have them. 
Watch for plan updates in the January bulletins.  


