
We are excited to welcome Lori Harris as our new Office Administrator and AV Tech! She 
began working in the office on October 18. Jesus Garcia will assist with Sunday services 
and livestreams alongside Lori as she transitions into her role.  
 
Lori became a member of CLC in 1995, shortly after she and her husband, Michael, 
married in 1994 and were looking for a church home. Lori served in law enforcement for 
over 23 years and has served as the president of the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #38 
and the secretary/treasurer of the International Police Association Alamo Region #64. She 
is a graduate of the FBI National Academy and holds a bachelor’s degree from Texas State 
University and a master’s from Sam Houston State University. After leaving law 
enforcement, she pursued a career in Human Resources and has been serving in that field 
for over nine years. Lori has served as communion helper and confirmation teacher, and 
as Vice President and President for the Congregation Council. She is a member of an usher 
team, the Welcoming Committee, and serves as Assisting Minister. She also enjoys taking 
pictures of the various events at CLC and sharing those photos with the congregation.  
 
Because of this move, as of October 18, Lori stepped down from her position as President 
of the Congregation Council. Council unanimously appointed Dr. Michael Fischer to move 
into the position of President and Bryan Woods to become Vice President, leaving Bryan’s 
At-Large-Member position open.  
 
At September’s meeting, Council voted to appoint James Ehler to serve as an At-Large 
Member to fill the position left open when faithful Council member, Dr. David Hough, 
passed. We are delighted to have James serving on Council. Following is his biography. 
 
James Ehler  
James Ehler is originally from Kerrville, Texas. He graduated from Tivy High School in  
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Kerrville, Texas Lutheran University, and South Texas College of Law. James is 
married to Debbie Ventura and has a son, Gordon, and son-in-law, Irial. James 
retired from his legal practice in February 2020 and currently enjoys growing his 
own vegetables, working with metal arts, cycling, golfing, hunting and fishing. He 
has served on numerous committees and councils at his previous church and held 
several synod leadership roles with the Southwestern Texas Synod. James and 
Debbie joined CLC in April 2019. Since joining, even in the midst of the pandemic, 
James has been a regular attendee of worship, serving as Assisting Minister and 
Lector, and also of Pastor H’s Read Through the Bible class and Faith University’s 
Thursday noon book studies. More recently, James served on the Internship 
Committee for our Deacon Intern, Harley Windle. We are excited to have James 
join our Congregation Council.  

Congratulations 
to: 

• David Kerr & 
Laling Penson 
who were married 
on October 8. 

• Ryan Loyd and 
Kyle Yates who 
were married on 
October 9. 

 

 

On Sunday, October 24, we blessed over 100 beautiful, handmade quilts created 
by our creative, dedicated and hard-working Quilting Group Ministry. These quilts 
will be sent to Lutheran World Relief and distributed around the world. This year, 
we honored three of the ladies who have helped with the quilts for many years: 
Frances Ware, Kitty McCullough, and Lorraine Lancaster. They each have logged 
many hours producing these warming and unique quilts, and we are thankful for 
their service and that of all the faithful members of the quilting group. Please join 
us in offering blessings for the lives these quilts will touch, the hearts they will 
heal, and the bodies they will comfort.  

Blessing of the Quilts  

This group meets every other Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m., dates that fall on 
November 9 & 23 this month. The class is led by Pastor H and anyone can join, 
even if you haven't read along with us yet or may be behind. Join in for good 
conversation and company. ZOOM link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85336915528 
or 346-248-7799.  

Read Through the Bible in a Year Group 

Council Update (continued from page 1) 
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November 7 we will host our intergenerational Día de los Muertos & All Saints Day event. See page 4 
for more information.  
 
November 14 & 21 
Drawing upon the work of New Testament scholar, Dr. Amy-Jill Levine from her work Short Stories by 
Jesus, Pastor Leslie will offer a two-class series on parables. Together we will reconsider the familiar 
parables of The Laborers in the Vineyard and The Widow and the Judge. Levine writes, “Parables bring 
to the surface unasked questions, and they reveal the answers we have always known, but refuse to 
acknowledge.” We will look at these parables in their original, first-century context so we can 
appreciate them more fully. We will debunk some of the traditional interpretations that often limit 
our perspectives, and we will open new pathways to engaging and finding fresh perspectives on 
these well-known passages. There is no required reading for this class, however, if you would like to 
purchase Amy-Jill Levine’s book which we will draw from, you can purchase it here: https://
www.amazon.com/Short-Stories-Jesus-Enigmatic-Controversial/dp/0061561037/ref=sr_1_1?
dchild=1&keywords=short+stories+by+jesus&qid=1635345720&sr=8-1.This class will also be offered 
virtually via Zoom on Thursdays, November 11 & 18 at noon. See page 4 for the Zoom link.  
 
November 28 we will be on break for the Thanksgiving Holiday.  
 
Looking ahead to December: December 5 will be Christmas Traditions from around the World with 
Pastor Leslie; December 12 will be Christmas Carols from around the World with Dr. Daniel Long; and 
December 19, we invite you to attend our Children’s Christmas Pageant at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  

In-Person Faith University – Sunday Mornings,  
9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Join us underneath the stars as we take in a screening of Disney’s Coco on the Courtyard lawn. Popcorn 
and hot chocolate will be provided. Folks are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, blankets, and any 
additional food and beverages they would like, for a cozy and comfortable evening watching this 
cinematic classic together.  
 

El Día De Los Muertos (The Day of The Dead) is at the heart of the storyline of Coco, a 2017 animated 
movie from Disney Pixar. El Dia de los Muertos shows us that life and death are cyclical. Chicano 
journalist Juan Paul Brammer writes, “Death is life, and life is death, inseparable and indistinguishable. 
Our ancestors didn’t merely come before us. We are them, their living texts. We are made up of them, 
and they of us.” 
 

Throughout Coco there is reunion after reunion among family, between those estranged from one 
another by generational differences, long-held hurts, and even those estranged from one another by life 
and death. Running through it all is one family’s fervent hope to protect one another from harm and to 
live and die with love. “Never forget how much your family loves you,” Mamá Imelda reminds the main 
character, Miguel, before he returns to the living world. Join us for Coco, a delightful film for all ages. 

Coco in the Courtyard, Saturday, November 6, 7:00 p.m. 

https://www.amazon.com/Short-Stories-Jesus-Enigmatic-Controversial/dp/0061561037/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=short+stories+by+jesus&qid=1635345720&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Stories-Jesus-Enigmatic-Controversial/dp/0061561037/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=short+stories+by+jesus&qid=1635345720&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Stories-Jesus-Enigmatic-Controversial/dp/0061561037/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=short+stories+by+jesus&qid=1635345720&sr=8-1
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Drawing upon the work of New Testament scholar, Amy-Jill Levine, Pastor Leslie will offer a two-class 
series on parables. Together we will reconsider the familiar parables of The Laborers in the Vineyard 
and The Widow and the Judge. Levine writes, “Parables bring to the surface unasked questions, and 
they reveal the answers we have always known, but refuse to acknowledge.” We will look at these 
parables in their original, first-century context so we can appreciate them more fully. We will debunk 
some of the traditional interpretations that often limit our perspectives, and we will open new 
pathways to engaging and finding fresh perspectives on these well-known passages. Please note that 
this is the same class being offered at In-Person Faith University on November 14 & 21, so you may 
select the format you prefer. Here is the Zoom link for the virtual class:  https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/85929822856. There is no required reading for this class, however, if you would like to purchase 
Amy-Jill Levine’s book which we will draw from, you can purchase it here:   
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Stories-Jesus-Enigmatic-Controversial/dp/0061561037/ref=sr_1_1?
dchild=1&keywords=short+stories+by+jesus&qid=1635345720&sr=8-1. 

Virtual Faith University – Thursdays, November 11 & 
18 at Noon via Zoom  

Join us for a contemplative All Saints Sunday worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. on November 7. 
Congregants will be invited forward during the service to light a candle in memory of a dearly departed 
friend or family member, and a bell tone will sound for all those we lost in the last year as we lift their 
names in prayer. If you would to add a name we do not yet have, please contact the church office. At 
9:30 a.m., we will host an all-ages event in Fellowship Hall. We will partake of pan de los muertos, a 
delicious sweet bread, learn about the traditions of Dia de los Muertos, write calaveras literarias, and 
present other ofrendas in honor of our loved ones. Please bring pictures, cards, or any other mementoes 
that are meaningful to you in remembering and celebrating the life of someone who has gone before 
you, either to place on the altar to the saints in the sanctuary during worship or on the Dia de los 
Muertos altar in Fellowship Hall or both!  
 
For a little background on this colorful, meaningful celebration: 
El Día de los Muertos is a unique cultural tradition that remembers those loved ones who have gone 
before us. El Día de los Muertos or the Day of the Dead is an annual three-day Mexican festival where 
family and friends remember departed loved ones. It is a vibrant celebration of life that gives artistic 
expression to mourning through music, color, dancing, food, art, flowers, and more. The dead are 
celebrated literally as though still alive and ofrendas or "offerings" are made in memory of them and 
their favorite sports, foods, drinks, and pastimes. Calaveras literarias are poems written for the dead, to 
celebrate their life and remember them. Mexico's Día de los Muertos inspires us to enrich our own 
tradition of remembering the dead on All Saints Sunday.  
 
Also this year, we will host an outdoor (weather permitting) showing of the movie Coco on Saturday, 
November 6, at 7:00 p.m. Read more on page 3. 

All Saints Day & Dia de los Muertos Remembrance 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85929822856
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85929822856
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Making Your Grief Count, Thursday, November 18 
 
A Special Workshop offered by Porter Loring Mortuaries & Cremation Services 
 
Grief during the Holidays is always challenging, and even more so in this past year. The season of the 
holidays renews memories, family ties, and traditions. We become painfully aware that our loved one 
is no longer present, and the pain of the loss is confused with the spirit of the season making it difficult 
for families to navigate.  
 
Currently we are living with an added layer of collective grief and vulnerability. Learning to navigate a 
changing world combined with the sorrow of our loss causes us to grieve on many levels. How do we 
allow ourselves in these times to “make our grief count” and find our internal grounding and 
resilience?  
 
This workshop will help identify internal and external resources that contribute to self-compassion and 
enhance resiliency. It will help families to embrace their grief, while strengthening characteristics of 
resilience. Participants will use the holidays to discover how their loved one can live on into their life 
story, using this special time to continue to heal. 
 
Christ Lutheran Church will host two of these workshops on Thursday, November 18. The first will be 
presented from 3:00-4:30 p.m. and the second from 6:30-8:00 p.m. Please call the church office to sign 
up for either of these workshops. 
 
The workshop will be presented on many other dates in the community at other locations. If you would 
like a list of these dates and locations, please contact the church office.  

Healing Holidays 

Lucy Circle held its first Sunday Evening Zoom meeting in October, and it was comforting to gather, 
albeit virtually, and discuss the complex, painful and entrenched topic of poverty. In November, we 
will discuss an article titled, “Yes, I am a Hateful Human Being” by John Pavlovitz.  The Lucies enjoy 
monthly readings, conversation and (during COVID) virtual fellowship at a one-hour Zoom meeting, 
and we invite CLC women to join us.  Our next date: Sunday, November 21, 6:30 p.m. Please let me 
know if you’d like a copy of the article. 
 
Click on the following Zoom link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89453732323?
pwd=RGJscUpLOHcyUm5DS2NjRXh6MytpUT09 
 
 - Jan Schubert Norris 

Lucy Circle 
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November 7:  All Saints Day-All Ages in Fellowship Hall (No Sunday School) 
November 14: Christmas Pageant Meeting in Children’s Chapel 9:30 a.m. 
November 21:  First Day of Pageant Rehearsals during the Sunday School hour 
November 28:  No Sunday School; Thanksgiving Break 
December 5 & 12: Pageant Rehearsals 9:30-10:15 a.m. 
December 18: Pageant Rehearsal 10:00 a.m. 
December 19:  Christmas Pageant, Meet at 8:15 a.m. 

Preschool & Elementary Education  
Sunday School Schedule, 9:30 a.m. 

Since the pandemic began, many news reports and public service announcements have made us aware 
of the shortages of various items as a result of the pandemic. Recently, the New York Times brought 
another item to our attention: 1 in 3 American families are struggling with diaper needs.  The 
information is based on a 2020 study by the National Diaper Bank Network, which found that this 
troubling problem began when supplies dwindled during the pandemic and the price of diapers rose 
sharply. 
 
Smith, Kruse, Weir and colleagues (2013), studied the impact of material needs on child health.  The 
authors found that almost 30 percent of the 877 mothers surveyed reported high stress associated with 
material hardship, citing diaper needs in particular.  The study supports the premise that an adequate 
supply of diapers may prove a tangible way of reducing parenting stress, a critical factor influencing child 
health and child development. 
 
The impact of this “diaper gap” is felt here in San Antonio.  Diapers have proven too pricey for many 
families.  The typical cost of diapers is approximately $125/month per child.  Medicaid, WIC and SNAP do 
not subsidize diapers. Without an adequate supply of clean diapers, babies may suffer from diaper 
dermatitis (diaper rash) and/or urinary tract infections. 
 
San Antonio is fortunate to have a Diaper Bank that serves many parents in our area.  This month, we 
urge you to consider donating a package of any size child diapers.  If you have open unused diaper 
packages leftover from your child growing into the next size, we welcome these donations as 
well.  Diaper packs may be left at the church on Sunday mornings or during office hours, placed in the 
box labeled “Diapers” in the CrossWay.  Our donations will be delivered to the San Antonio Diaper Bank. 
Many thanks to new member, Patsy Mowery, for coordinating this effort.  

November Diaper Drive!  
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November 7:  All Saints Day for All Ages in Fellowship Hall (No Sunday School) 
November 14:  Week 5 - Moses 
November 21:  Week 6 - Tents, Judges & Kings 
November 28:  No Sunday School; Thanksgiving Break 

Confirmation Class Schedule 

Sunday, December 5, following the 10:30 a.m. worship service, we will celebrate the season of 
Advent from 11:45 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  Children and adults will travel to various stations to participate in 
fun activities. Stations will offer fun activities such as preparing reindeer food, taking nativity photo 
ops, decorating cookies, making cards, creating ornaments, writing letters to Jesus, and participating 
in a special story time and singalong.  Bring your whole family for this time of fellowship and fun. 

Advent Festival for All Ages Sunday, December 5 

November 7:  Friendsgiving Meal & CAM Project for the Homeless, 5:00-6:30 p.m. 
November 21:  No FX3 Thanksgiving Break 
December 3:  Shopping for CAM & Dinner, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
December 5:  Advent Festival 11:45 a.m. 
December 19:  Christmas Party, 5:00-7:00 p.m. (Home of The Jowers) 

FX3 November & December Schedule 
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Join us in the Church Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, December 19, as our preschool and elementary 
kids and youth tell the wonderful story of “The Not So Silent Night” to the congregation. The youth will 
contribute their musical talents during this time. You won’t want to miss it! 
 

Pageant Rehearsals will begin Sunday, November 21 and continue in December during the Sunday 
School hour.  Please note there will be no rehearsals on November 28 due to the Thanksgiving break.  
Our final rehearsal will take place on Saturday, December 18 at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 

Christmas Pageant:  Sunday, December 19  

January 28 to January 30 
Middle & high school families are invited to attend a family retreat at Camp Chrysalis the weekend of 
January 28.  Families will be in fellowship all weekend as we explore the camp trails, take the zipline 
challenge, participate in archery, dine together, enjoy s’mores, and worship around the campfire.  Each 
family will have a cabin with beds and bathroom to themselves.  Please contact Ms. Carrie for more 
information.  Cost for the weekend is $200 per family. 

Youth Family Retreat @ Camp Chrysalis 

November 7:  All Saints Sunday for all ages, Fellowship Hall, 9:30 a.m. 
November 7:  FX3 Friendsgiving, 5:00-6:30 p.m. 
November 14:  Pageant Meeting in the Children’s Chapel, 9:30 a.m. 
November 21:  No FX3; Thanksgiving Break 
November 28:  No Sunday School; Thanksgiving Break for all ages 
December 5:  Advent Festival, 11:45 a.m. 
December 12:  Lessons & Carols 
December 18:  Pageant Rehearsal, 10:00 a.m. 
December 19:  Pageant, 9:15 a.m. 
December 19:  FX3-White Elephant Party, 5:00-7:00 p.m.  
December 24:  Christmas Eve Services at 4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m. 
January: No FX3, Winter break 
January 28-30:  Youth Family Retreat 
February 4:  Middle & High School Lock In 

Save the Date for These Fun Events 



In partnership with CAM (Christian Assistance Ministry), we are planning to help 
50 families in need in our community this Thanksgiving. On Tuesday, November 
23 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m., we will distribute the ingredients for Thanksgiving 
Dinners at our Castano parking lot “drive through.” CAM will identify needy 
families and offer them a voucher which they can trade in for their Thanksgiving 
Dinner in a Bag. We will collect nonperishable foods throughout November to 
distribute on Thanksgiving Eve, November 24. You can pick up a bag in the 
CrossWay beginning Sunday, October 31 or stop by during office hours. The 
turkeys will be provided utilizing funds from one of our endowments dedicated to 
charitable ministries. If you prefer, you may fill your own bag or box and return it 
to church with the items noted below. In days to come, look for a volunteer sign-
up for the distribution event on Tuesday afternoon/evening, November 23, with 
two shifts available. 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. or 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.    
  
4 cans green beans  
4 cans sweet potatoes  
4 cans corn  
2 cans cranberries  
2 boxes instant mashed potatoes  
2 boxes stuffing  
4 cans cream of mushroom soup  
1 large or 2 small French (or other brand) Fried Onions  
1 bag mini marshmallows 

Thanksgiving Dinners in a Bag  
Staff 

 

The Rev. Leslie Price 
Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Howard Stendahl 
Pastor 

Dana Ferrero 
Director of Day School 

Becky Richard 
Office Manager & Accountant 

 Dr. Dan Long 
Director of Music Ministry 

Jeff Hammack 
Organist 

Mary Villarreal 
Youth Choir Director 

Sharon Wiedemann 
Youth Choir Accompanist 

Carrie Jowers 
Director of Faith Formation 

Brandon Albrecht 
Asst. to Director of Faith 

Formation & Church Keeper 
Sam Tenorio 

Custodian 
Lori Harris 

Office Administrator & A/V Tech 
Jesus Garcia 

A/V Tech 
 

Congregation 
Council 

 

Michael Fischer, 
President 

Bryan Woods, 
Vice-President 
Adam Braaten,  

Treasurer 
Heather Rosenquist,  

Secretary 
Rhonda Barsalou, 
At-Large Member 

James Ehler 
At-:Large Member 
Pastor Leslie Price 

Pastor Howard Stendahl 

Page 9 



Sunday, June 27, following the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  

Available virtually and in person 
 

In that meeting, we will hear reports on our ministries, elect Congregation Council 

members, and adopt the budget for next year. The Nominating Team has nominated 

Heather Rosenquist for a second term as Secretary, David Hough for a second term as At

–Large Member #3, and Rhonda Barsalou for a first term as At-Large Member #2. Look 

for bios on all nominees in future communications. All members are encouraged to 

participate and to lend your voice and vote. 

Annual Meeting 
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