
This year at Christ Lutheran we celebrate the traditional gifts of hope, peace, joy, and love 
as we walk through each Sunday of Advent. Join us Sunday mornings at 8:30 and 10:30 
a.m. as we meditate on all the gifts the coming of the Christ Child brings into our lives.  
 
We also invite you to worship with us on Christmas Eve as we celebrate the birth of Christ 
and see anew this precious child. As God becomes human, we rejoice in song and prayer, 
praise and thanksgiving. The Christ child comes offering redemption and salvation to all!  
 
Here’s what to look forward to at our Christmas Eve worship services:  
4:00 p.m. (in-person and livestream)  – A Child-Friendly Service  
This Christmas Eve worship service is great for all ages. However, it is crafted specifically 
with children in mind. Each child will have the opportunity to dress up as an angel, 
shepherd, or lamb and come forward to be a part of the Christmas Story. There will be a 
special Children’s Time with Carrie Jowers, our Director of Faith Formation. And 
recognizing that young ones can be especially energetic on Christmas Eve, the service will 
last only 45-50 minutes, with a shorter sermon. This service also offers Holy Communion 
and candle lighting.  
 
6:00 p.m. (in-person and livestream) and 8:00 p.m. (in-person only) – Carols and 
Candlelight  
These two services are identical. They celebrate the transcendent beauty of the gift of 
God’s incarnation. Join us as we sing beloved carols and enter into the stillness and awe of 
this Silent Night. The Sanctuary Choir will offer stunning music to help us marvel at the 
birth of the Christ child. Pastor Leslie will preach. Communion will be offered as well as a 
ceremony of candle lighting.  
 
Nursery is provided at both the 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. services. 
 

Christmas & Advent at Christ Lutheran  
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As night falls, we proclaim in song and word the faith that has held us fast from 
generation to generation through the beautiful musical liturgy of Holden Evening 
Prayer. Our prayers of hopefulness rise as incense to our God of love, while we 
remember the grace in which we are held. Join us Wednesdays December 1, 8, 
15, and 22 at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

Holden Evening Prayer –  
Advent Wednesdays 

We hope you’ll join us and bring a friend to a very special “Service of Lessons and 
Carols” on Sunday, December 12, in-person at 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. and via 
livestream at 10:30 a.m. This revered Christian tradition is a musical, meditative 
and inspirational preparation for the birth of our Lord. We’ll be communing in 
spirit with Christian brothers and sisters around the world who will also celebrate 
the season in this beautiful manner. We are blessed to have the gifts of Director 
of Music Ministry Dr. Dan Long, Organist Jeff Hammack, and our CLC Sanctuary 
Choir to bring this tradition to life for us. It is an extraordinary experience that will 
give us a reflective and joyful respite from the typical holiday bustle. 

Lessons & Carols, Sunday, December 12 

Hanging of the Greens:  
November 28, 11:30 a.m.  

Listening to Christmas music and hanging boughs of holly will really get us in the 
spirit of things! Add some fantastic fellowship with good and faithful friends and 
the joy of contributing to the beautification of our worship space for the Advent 
and Christmas seasons, and you have our annual tradition of the Hanging of the 
Greens at CLC. Once the work is done, we gather for tamales and chili in the 
CrossWay as we celebrate the gift of our coming Savior together. Please join us! 
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Traditionally, the colors of Christmas, culturally speaking, are green and red. In the church, the 
liturgical colors for Christmas are gold and white. But for some, the “most wonderful time of the 
year” can feel anything but, leading to an experience of a blue Christmas, as in “I feel blue this 
holiday season.” Not everyone is up for being happy or cheery during Advent and Christmastime. 
There are those who grieve the death of a loved one, those who face divorce, separation, and 
family conflict, those who have lost their job, those who have recently received a troubling 
diagnosis. All of these and other troubles cause the traditional parties and joyousness associated 
with the season to be painful for many in our faith community. On Sunday, December 19, we will 
gather at 5:30 p.m. for a reflective service that meets us where we are and helps us navigate toward 
healing and hope.  
 

Blue Christmas Service,  
Sunday, December 19, 5:30 p.m. 

December 5: Christmas Traditions from Around the World 
Have you heard of the Guatemalan tradition, "Burn the Devil," which kicks off the Christmas season 
as celebrants gather to set fire to devil-piñatas? How about the Yule Goat, a character from Sweden 
that in some traditions delivers presents and in other traditions demands them? Have you heard that 
in Japan the traditional Christmas dinner is a large bucket of Kentucky Fried Chicken? Join Pastor 
Leslie as we travel around the world to discover how others celebrate our favorite holiday.  
 
December 12: Christmas Carols from Around the World 
Join our talented and always informative Minister of Music, Dr. Dan Long, as he explores Christmas 
Carols from Around the World!  
 
December 19: The Children’s Christmas Pageant will be held in the Sanctuary 
 
December 26 & January 2: On break for the Christmas Holiday!  

Faith University, Sunday Mornings, 9:30 a.m. 
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CLC will again be participating in the Family Service Association Angel Tree project. You’ll find a 
Christmas tree covered in Angels in the CrossWay beginning November 28. If you would like to help 
provide Christmas joy to someone who could use a boost, choose an angel from the tree and shop for 
clothes, toys, household goods, and other special gifts for someone who will be very appreciative and 
warmed by your generosity. Please sign the registration sheet if you choose an angel. Please know 
that if you picked an angel who asked for something you cannot afford, any gifts you can give will be 
appreciated. 
 
Please bring WRAPPED gifts to the CrossWay no later than Sunday, December 12. Be sure and attach 
the angel and identifying label and keep the gifts together in a bag. Gifts of non-perishable foods and 
new or gently used household items, linens, and furnishings are also needed by these families. 
 
For more information, please call or e-mail the church office.  

Family Service Association Angel Tree  

It’s December, packed with advent anticipation and holiday joy.  For our reading and discussion this 
month, we could talk about Jesus, the Reason for the Season … or Santa, the Most Popular Jolly Guy in 
the World … or we could talk about depression, because it’s real, and it sometimes rears its ugly head 
when we should be happy.  In a recent editorial piece, Josh Brodesky, Editorial Page Editor of the 
Express-News, wrote a personal piece on the weight of depression and how we should be open to 
accepting and talking about this plague that is more common than we'd like to think. On Sunday, 
December 12, we’ll have a Zoom meeting for Lucy at 6:30 p.m., and we invite all CLC women to join us.  
If you’d like a copy of the essay, please let me know. The Zoom link to our meeting:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89453732323?pwd=RGJscUpLOHcyUm5DS2NjRXh6MytpUT09 
 
 - Jan Schubert Norris 

Lucy Circle 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89453732323?pwd=RGJscUpLOHcyUm5DS2NjRXh6MytpUT09
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Are you looking for a local concert this holiday season that is super fun, extremely festive, and  
guaranteed to get you in the Christmas spirit? River City Ringers Handbell Ensemble is the perfect  
answer! Come see us at Christ Lutheran on Friday, December 17, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary as we  
perform our 2021 concert series featuring some of our Christmas classic favorites.  

River City Ringers Handbell Concert,  

Friday, December 17 

In December, our men’s and women’s groups will meet together to do a service project and to 
celebrate with Christmas cheer. We get to play the role of Santa, checking off his Christmas list, as we 
take an inventory of all the gifts donated through the Adopt-a-Family program on our Angel Tree. We 
will check to be sure all gifts are ready for pick-up and delivery. In addition, we will bask in the joy of 
the season, sharing food and drink, Christmas memories, and more. We will gather in the CrossWay at 
7:00 p.m. Please bring an appetizer or other holiday snack to share. We will provide the beer and wine 
for the festivities. Childcare will be available in the nursery.  

Soul Sisters and Mulligans/Joseph’s Sons Christmas 
Party – Monday, December 13, 7:00 p.m. 

Our Music Ministry has altered the Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal schedule to accommodate the busy 
lives of our singers. Rehearsals will be moving from every Wednesday evening to the first Wednesday 
of every month (7:00 to 8:30 p.m.) and every Sunday morning (9:30 to 10:15 a.m.) We are also 
hoping that this allows for more parishioners to join us in making music to adorn our worship and 
give God praise. For more information, speak with our Minister of Music, Dr. Dan Long. Come and 
sing with us!  

Choir Rehearsals Update: Come & Sing with Us!  
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December 5 & 12: Pageant Rehearsal 
December 19:  Pageant at 9:30 a.m. 
December 26:  On Break for the Christmas Holiday  

Sunday School Schedule for Preschool  
& Elementary  

Friday, December 3 7:00-9:00 p.m., Shopping for CAM & Dinner at Whataburger 
Saturday, December 4 12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m., Help set up Christmas Store at CAM  
Sunday, December 5:  11:45 a.m., Advent Festival, Help & Hang Out with Your Friends 
Sunday, December 19:  5:00-7:00 p.m., Christmas Party  

FX3 (6th-12th graders)  
November & December Schedule 

December 5: Deborah  
December 12:  David 
December 19:  Attend Christmas Pageant 
December 26:  On Break for the Christmas Holiday 

Confirmation Class Schedule 
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Sunday, December 5, following the 10:30 a.m. worship service, we will celebrate the season of 
Advent from 11:45 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  Children and adults will travel to different stations to participate in 
fun activities.  Stations will include preparing reindeer food, nativity photo op, decorating cookies, 
making cards, creating ornaments, writing letters to Jesus, and a special story time and sing-along.  
Bring your whole family for this tradition of fellowship and fun. 

Advent Festival for All Ages Sunday, December 5 

Saturday, December 11, drop off your children from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at CLC.  Our youth and 
their families have planned a fun afternoon for your children while you get some Christmas shopping 
done.  We’ll have crafts, play games, eat pizza, and watch a Christmas movie.  Cost is $40 per child 
(funds raised will support the ELCA Mission Trip for the youth). 

Oh, What Fun! Drop off  Your Children &  
Support Our Youth!  

Christmas Pageant:  Sunday, December 19
 

Join us in the Church Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, December 19, to watch our adorable  
preschool and elementary children charmingly share the story of Christmas with the congregation. 
The youth will contribute their musical talents in a delightful pageant.  You won’t want to miss it! 
 
Pageant Rehearsals began on Sunday, November 14, and continue in December during the Sunday 
School hour. Our final rehearsal will take place on Saturday, December 18, at 10:00 a.m. in the  
Sanctuary. 
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January 28 through January 30 
Middle & high school families are invited to attend a family retreat at Camp Chrysalis the weekend of 
January 28. Families will be in fellowship all weekend as we explore the trails at camp, zipline, 
participate in archery, share meals together, enjoy s’mores, and worship around the campfire. Each 
family will have a cabin room and bathroom to themselves. Please contact Ms. Carrie for more 
information. Cost for the weekend is $200 per family. 

Youth Family Retreat @ Camp Chrysalis 

December 3: 7:00-9:00 p.m., Middle & High School Shopping for CAM  
December 4:  12:00-2:00 p.m., Middle & High School Volunteer Project at CAM 
December 5:  11:45 a.m., Advent Festival  
December 12:  Lessons & Carols 
December 18:  10:00 a.m., Saturday Pageant Rehearsal  
December 19:  9:30 a.m., Christmas Pageant  
December 19:  5:00-7:00 p.m., FX3-White Elephant Party  
December 24:  4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m., Christmas Eve Services  
January 28-30:  Youth Family Retreat 
February 4:  Middle & High School Lock-In 

Save the Date for These Fun Events 
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In 2018 and 2020, our congregation designated the Austin-based Water to Thrive organization as 
recipient of our Lenten offerings. The monies you generously gave provided the funds to build water 
wells in Ethiopia, revolutionizing life for rural villagers. Fresh water improves public health, hygiene, 
the economy, survival – even education. 
 
Tragically, ethnic militia rebels in the Tigray region of Ethiopia have been embroiled in a bloody civil 
war with the national government since late 2020. The Tigray People’s Liberation Front has been 
marching toward the nation’s capital and the government is rallying help from retired soldiers and 
veterans to rejoin the military. The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the 
Ethiopian Human Rights Commission are blaming all sides in the conflict for atrocities. It is being 
called a full-scale humanitarian crisis. Thousands of people have lost their lives and hundreds of 
thousands have been displaced.  
 
Some of the wells that Water to Thrive had built or planned to build, including two sponsored by CLC 
in 2020, have been affected. Some have been damaged, and the Relief Society of Tigray (REST), the 
organization charged with building the wells, has had to divert its manpower to humanitarian efforts 
in the region. REST reports that not all areas in Tigray are safe for their workers. Among REST’s efforts 
are the assessment and repair of the water projects in the seven Ethiopian geographic districts, and 
where it is safe to do so, they continue that humanitarian work. 
 
Prior to the unrest, the CLC wells in the villages of Adi Lehay and Miaka were serving more than 400 
people living within one kilometer of the wells, and typically up to four times that number were using 
the wells regularly. 
 
Our friends at Water to Thrive and REST thank us for our continued support and ask for prayers that 
this conflict and fears of major instability in the region may resolve in peace … soon. 

Prayers for Ethopia 
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Quilting News 
On November 6, 2021, the awesome Quilters at Christ Lutheran Church delivered 118 warm, unique, 
colorful quilts and 18 school kits to St. John’s Lutheran Church in Marion, Texas for the Ingathering 
for Lutheran World Relief. Many thanks to Frank Pennington, Elizabeth Diggs, and Cheryl Jones for  
delivering our 33 boxes. Many thanks to those who donated fabric and to Becky Richard and Rachel 
Jackson for cutting fabric. Many thanks to Lita Chambers who uses her considerable talents to make 
the backs and construct the quilts into three layers. Lita  passes them on to Marty Halstead who  
expertly sews the quilts together. Thanks to Kay Dahle and Kitty McCullough who tie quilts on  
Tuesdays at the Primrose House and to Sarah Borrell who ties quilts at home. Thank you to Grace  
Carbajal, Cheryl Jones, Charleen Richardson, Lucy Mathesen, and Frances Ware who also sew the 
tops and tie the quilts. Many thanks to Gloria Meyer, Delores Cleveland, Mary Castaldo, and Lorraine 
Lancaster for their beautiful work hand-quilting blankets for auction or on contract. Their work  
supports our cause by providing money to purchase batting. It takes a village to make this  
monumental project come to fruition, and we’ve got the most talented, generous, dedicated village 
anywhere.  Many, many thanks to all! 
 
And we thank the congregation for helping to pay for the shipping of the quilts. 
 
 - Lucy Mathesen 
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