
To All the Faithful of Christ Lutheran Church and Friends,  
 
Throughout the history of Israel, God’s people often found themselves in political and 
military trouble, ending in exile from their homeland, family, and loved ones.   God sent 
them prophets with words of judgment and hope, alerting them to the dangers of putting 
all their trust in weapons of war, alliances with other nations against threats, both real 
and imagined, while neglecting their spiritual bond with their God, the “Holy One of 
Israel.”    
 
The Old Testament prophets still speak words of judgment and hope to us in the 21st 
century. As our nation finds itself, among all the nations of the world, “exiled” in many 
ways during a continuing worldwide pandemic, many deny the scientific miracles of 
vaccination and the verities of public health, choosing to trust instead in misinformation 
and voices of doubt. Some days I feel the nation I have served in uniform for most of my 
adult life to be at war with itself, neglecting the spiritual bond with our Creator and, like 
ancient Israel, taking refuge in false prophets, political intrigue, and the illusion that the 
only path to unity is through overpowering one’s adversaries. 
 
Hear instead the timeless wisdom of Isaiah, that our Creator is our source of life, health, 
and healing:  
 
 Have you not known?  Have you not heard?    
 The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.   
 He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 
  He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 
  Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted;  
 
 
 
Continued on next page… 
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 But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,  
 They shall mount up with wings like eagles,  
 They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.   
(Is 40:38-31) 
 
The God of Israel answered the prayers of the Hebrew people and restored them 
to their land.   God has heard our prayers for healing and equipped us with the 
healing wonders of modern medicine. It is the same God who has shown us in the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus that unity and life together thrive under the 
sign of servanthood.   Just as the prophets of Israel proclaimed years ago, if we 
“wait for the Lord,” if we listen to the voices of wisdom and compassion, 
regardless of our political or military powers, we will run and not be weary, we 
shall walk forward together, and not faint.   

 
- Pastor H 

Congratulations 
to: 

• Brandon Crocker & 
Kaylene Camacho 
who were married on 
September 5. 

 

 

Please join us for a discussion of the essay, “Is it Now a Crime to be Poor?” by 

Barbara Ehrenreich, via Zoom, on Sunday, October 10, at a new time: in the 

evening at 6:30 p.m. We’re meeting in the evening at the request of some Lucies 

who don’t want to miss in-person Faith University classes held during the Sunday 

school hour. All are invited to participate in our monthly conversations, inspired 

by essays and short stories we read in advance. Please let me know if you’d like 

to be included in our monthly email group to get a copy of the essays. (NOTE: The 

Ehrenreich essay, originally scheduled for our September meeting, was 

postponed, and will be the topic for our October meeting.) 

 

- Jan Schubert Norris 

Lucy Circle: Sunday, October 10, 6:30 p.m. 

We want to extend thanks to Elizabeth Diggs who has long served as our Events 
Coordinator. Over the years, Elizabeth has orchestrated our Rally Day Picnics, 
Oktoberfests, Fiesta celebrations, and funeral receptions, as well as decorating 
the Fellowship Hall for Christmas, creating props for Vacation Bible School and 
Sunday School, and keeping the Sunday School supply room organized. Elizabeth 
has been a valuable gift to Christ Lutheran, its people, and our ministries. We 
appreciate all the hard work and creativity she has given us. She has officially 
retired from her longtime service as of last spring, and we thank her for all she has 
done for CLC. Cards and notes thanking her can be sent to 406 Kokomo, San 
Antonio, TX 78209. 

A Big Thank You! 
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Handel’s Messiah Part I: “Prophecy and the Coming of Christ”  
George Frederic Handel’s oratorio, Messiah, has been an important musical and spiritual document 
for the English-speaking world since its premiere in 1742. Although it is presented in three parts, 
most American audiences hear only the first part on the prophecy and birth of Christ. Join us, led by 
Dr. Daniel Long, Director of Music Ministries at CLC, as we study and listen to Handel’s dramatic and 
symbolic portrayal for this upcoming season.  

October 3 & 10 

Classes will be in-person on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Masks are required and 
seating will be distanced according to CDC guidelines.  

Faith University: Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

Luther & the Rise of the Protestant Movement  
Pastor H will present reflections on the life of Martin Luther and the rise of the “Evangelische” or 
Protestant movement in the 16th century, eventuating in the formation of the Lutheran church.   This 
gathering will be in Fellowship Hall and will prepare us for an all-ages Reformation Sunday 
celebration on the 31st of October.   Come and join us for these events! 

October 17 & 24 

Reformation Sunday, October 31: Worship & Festival—All Ages Education 
Around 500 years ago, Martin Luther arrived in Rome after a long pilgrimage from his homeland of 
Germany. The corruption in religious practices he saw in "holy" Rome shocked him and undergirded 
his call upon the Catholic Church to stop its injustices and abuses. His movement toward reform, 
combined with his theological convictions, led to a separation from the Catholic Church that he had 
not anticipated. Those who followed Luther's teachings soon became known as Lutherans and today 
are still known for their radical emphasis that it is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ that we are 
saved and not by any works of our own. It is this amazing gift of grace from Christ that lies at the 
heart of our Reformation celebrations.  
  
On Sunday, October 31, we will have a special Reformation Day Worship and an intergenerational 
Reformation Festival during the Education hour, complete with games and activities relating to 
Martin Luther and the Reformation. Come pin the 95 theses on the door, throw some indulgences 
away, and eat a Diet of Worms! Pastor H will begin the hour with Lutheran Jeopardy!  

Sunday, October 31, 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. - Reformation Day Worship (The 10:30 a.m. 
service will be livestreamed.) 
Sunday, October 31, 9:30 a.m. - Reformation Festival 

October 31 
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Join us for a contemplative All Saints Sunday worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. on November 7. 
Congregants will be invited forward during the service to light a candle in memory of a dearly departed 
friend or family member, and a bell tone will sound for all those we lost in the last year as we lift their 
names in prayer. If you would to add a name we do not yet have, please contact the church office. At 
9:30 a.m., we will host an all-ages event in Fellowship Hall. We will partake of pan de los muertos, a 
delicious sweet bread, learn about the traditions of Dia de los Muertos, write calaveras literarias, and 
present other ofrendas in honor of our loved ones. Please bring pictures, cards, or any other mementoes 
that are meaningful to you in remembering and celebrating the life of someone who has gone before 
you, either to place on the altar to the saints in the sanctuary during worship or on the Dia de los 
Muertos altar in Fellowship Hall or both!  
 
For a little background on this colorful, meaningful celebration: 
El Día de los Muertos is a unique cultural tradition that remembers those loved ones who have gone 
before us. El Día de los Muertos or the Day of the Dead is an annual three-day Mexican festival where 
family and friends remember departed loved ones. It is a vibrant celebration of life that gives artistic 
expression to mourning through music, color, dancing, food, art, flowers, and more. The dead are 
celebrated literally as though still alive and ofrendas or "offerings" are made in memory of them and 
their favorite sports, foods, drinks, and pastimes. Calaveras literarias are poems written for the dead, to 
celebrate their life and remember them. Mexico's Día de los Muertos inspires us to enrich our own 
tradition of remembering the dead on All Saints Sunday.  
 
Also this year, we will host an outdoor (weather permitting) showing of the movie Coco on Saturday, 
November 6, at 7:00 p.m. Read more below. 

All Saints Day & Dia de los Muertos Remembrance 

Join us underneath the stars as we take in a screening of Disney’s Coco on the Courtyard lawn. Popcorn 
and hot chocolate will be provided. Folks are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, blankets, and any 
additional food and beverages they would like, for a cozy and comfortable evening watching this 
cinematic classic together.  
 
El Día De Los Muertos (The Day of The Dead) is at the heart of the storyline of Coco, a 2017 animated 
movie from Disney Pixar. El Dia de los Muertos shows us that life and death are cyclical. Chicano 
journalist Juan Paul Brammer writes, “Death is life, and life is death, inseparable and indistinguishable. 
Our ancestors didn’t merely come before us. We are them, their living texts. We are made up of them, 
and they of us.” 
 
Throughout Coco there is reunion after reunion among family, between those estranged from one 
another by generational differences, long-held hurts, and even those estranged from one another by life 
and death. Running through it all is one family’s fervent hope to protect one another from harm and to 
live and die with love. “Never forget how much your family loves you,” Mamá Imelda reminds the main 
character, Miguel, before he returns to the living world. Join us for Coco, a delightful film for all ages. 

Coco in the Courtyard, Saturday, November 6, 7:00 p.m. 
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Beginning Sunday, October 3, worship service times will be at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. The live-stream 
will be at 10:30 a.m. 

Please Note: Updated Late Service Time 

Making Your Grief Count, Thursday, November 18 
 
A Special Workshop offered by Porter Loring Mortuaries & Cremation Services 
 
Grief during the Holidays is always challenging, and even more so in this past year. The season of the 
holidays renews memories, family ties, and traditions. We become painfully aware that our loved one 
is no longer present, and the pain of the loss is confused with the spirit of the season making it difficult 
for families to navigate.  
 
Currently we are living with an added layer of collective grief and vulnerability. Learning to navigate a 
changing world combined with the sorrow of our loss causes us to grieve on many levels. How do we 
allow ourselves in these times to “make our grief count” and find our internal grounding and 
resilience?  
 
This workshop will help identify internal and external resources that contribute to self-compassion and 
enhance resiliency. It will help families to embrace their grief, while strengthening characteristics of 
resilience. Participants will use the holidays to discover how their loved one can live on into their life 
story, using this special time to continue to heal. 
 
Christ Lutheran Church will host two of these workshops on Thursday, November 18. The first will be 
presented from 3:00-4:30 p.m. and the second from 6:30-8:00 p.m. Please call the church office to sign 
up for either of these workshops. 
 
The workshop will be presented on many other dates in the community at other locations. If you would 
like a list of these dates and locations, please contact the church office.  

Healing Holidays 



Meet Pastor Leslie in the Children’s Chapel on Sunday, October 3, for our final Large Group/Core 
Curriculum Lesson for the fall. On Sundays, October 10, 17 & 24, we will be in Small Groups with our 
fearless leaders, Jeff Jowers and Troy Hall. Topics: October 10 – Overview of the Old Testament; October 
17 – Creation; October 24 – Adam & Eve, The Fall. On Sunday, October 31, we will join the entire 
congregation in the Fellowship Hall and out in the Courtyard for a Reformation Day Festival!  

Confirmation: (6
th

 - 8
th 

Graders) 
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October 30 (6th through 12th grade) 
Saturday, October 30, we will head to the South Texas Corn Maize.  We will meet at church at 3:30 p.m. 
and follow each other out to the Maize. This event will cost $20 per person, which includes your ticket, 
s’mores, a box dinner, drinks and a reservation for the campfire. Please contact Ms. Carrie for details. 

South Texas Corn Maize 

Are you ready to have some Halloween fun? CLC Youth Ministries will be hosting Trunk or Treat on 
Sunday, October 24, from 5:00-6:30 p.m. in the Primrose parking lot at the church. It’s an evening for 
dressing up, playing games, dancing, trick or treating, and fellowship. All ages are invited!  Hope you will 
join us for this Spooktacular event! 
 
To make this event super fun, we need you to be trunk participants. Please contact Carrie Jowers if you 
would like to host a trunk for this fun event. Or sign up at the table in the CrossWay. Kona Ice will be 
joining us too! 

Trunk or Treat 

What is FX3?  FX3 stands for Faith, Fellowship & Friends! This group meets twice a month for devotion, 
fellowship, and a whole lot of fun!  Please mark your calendars with the following dates. All students in 
6th through 12th grade are encouraged to come and bring a friend or two. 
 
Sunday, October 3:  5:00-6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
Saturday, October 30:  South Texas Corn Maize; meet at CLC at 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, November 6: Watch the movie Coco by starlight on the CLC Courtyard lawn 
Sunday, November 7: Friendsgiving Party; 5:00-6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, December 5: Help with Advent Festival; 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall  
Sunday, December 19: White Elephant Party; 5:00-7:00 p.m. at Ms. Carrie’s Home 

FX3 Is Back! (6
th

 - 12
th

 Grade) 



October 3:  FX3, 5:00-6:30 p.m. 
October 24:  Trunk or Treat, 5:00-6:30 p.m. 
October 30: South Texas Corn Maize (FX3 field trip for 
middle and high school) 
November 6: Watch the movie Coco by starlight on the 
CLC Courtyard lawn 
November 7:  Christmas Pageant rehearsals begin on 
Sunday mornings during the Sunday school hour     
November 7:  FX3 Friendsgiving 
December 5:  Advent Festival, 11:30 a.m. 
December 19:  Christmas Pageant, 9:30 a.m. 
December 19:  FX3 White Elephant Party  

Save the Date for These Fun Events 
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Sunday, June 27, following the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  

Available virtually and in person 
 

In that meeting, we will hear reports on our ministries, elect Congregation Council 

members, and adopt the budget for next year. The Nominating Team has nominated 

Heather Rosenquist for a second term as Secretary, David Hough for a second term as At

–Large Member #3, and Rhonda Barsalou for a first term as At-Large Member #2. Look 

for bios on all nominees in future communications. All members are encouraged to 

participate and to lend your voice and vote. 

Annual Meeting 
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