
If you’re a regular hiker or biker in the 
City’s open spaces, you probably 
already know about the recent 
addition of two new state-of-the art 
trails to our network. This article 
introduces the two new trails to those 
who may still be unacquainted, and 
also seeks to describe the tremendous 
planning and implementation efforts 
that go into creating these well-loved 
new trail facilities.  

FILIPPONI RANCH CONNECTOR TRAIL
The first new trail provides the 
long-awaited connection between 
Johnson Ranch Open Space and the 
Froom Ranch addition to the  
Irish Hills Natural Reserve. This 
connecting trail is made possible by 
the generosity and civic-mindedness 
of Herb and Diane Filipponi and 

Jo Ann Denbow who graciously 
offered the City a license agreement 
that allowed us to construct the  
new trail across their family’s  
private ranch property. The new 
Filipponi Ranch Connector Trail 
takes us far into the backcountry 
behind town covering enough ground 
to make an all-day outing; indeed,  
it has already become one of the  
most popular trails in the  
City’s Open Space system.     

NEW FROOM RANCH TRAIL 
The second new trail provides a much 
needed improvement to Froom Ranch 
that bypasses the very steep, rocky, 
and eroded jeep road between the 
saddle area of the property and the 
upper ridge, where PG&E’s power 
line towers are located. The result is  

a wonderful single-track that gently 
winds up the hillside through mixed 
chaparral and leather oaks, while 
providing sweeping views of the City 
below. It gains nearly 400 feet of 
elevation in about ½ mile, yet remains 

Volunteers build new trails in the 
Irish Hills Natural Reserve. 
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“The laying of a trail becomes not only a pleasure in 
itself, but an inducement to plan a better way of life, 
to construct worthwhile things, or to weave a better 

product in the loom of our being.”
Earle Amos Brooks

A Handbook of the Outdoors, 1925

Making connections with 
new trails in the irish hills:



“One of the joys of l iving [in] San Luis Obispo  
is the dedication to preserving the  

marvelous diversity of the natural environment.”

S L O  C I T y ’ S  N a T U R a L  R E S O U R C E S

at 10-12% slope or less for the entire 
length. Implementing this new route 
was not without its challenges, 
however. Early in the planning stages, 
City Ranger Dan Dixon identified 
the presence of a rare succulent plant, 
Dudleya blochmaniae. The trail was 
re-routed around the area where this 
small population exists. Further up the 
hill, the soil becomes very thin and 
rocky, which created challenges in the 
field to properly construct several 
switchbacks in a safe and sustainable 
manner. The solution was to design 
and install ramped switchbacks, an 
approach that was deemed to be much 

lighter on the land than “borrowing” 
dirt from elsewhere on the site or 
bringing in fill dirt, which is 
problematic for a variety of reasons.  
This new trail facility is truly  
state-of-the-art.    

The City has enjoyed outstanding 
partnerships and volunteer assistance 
in creating and constructing these 
trails. Our hats are off to the  
Filipponi family, the California 
Conservation Corps, and the 
Central Coast Concerned Mountain 
Bikers, as well as the many volunteers 
who came out to work on these new 

trails that will serve all of us long  
into the future. And we all owe a  
debt of gratitude to Senior Ranger 
Doug Carscaden, whose keen vision 
and seasoned trail building experience 
makes it all possible. 

CELEBRATE WITH US!
In recognition of these generous 
efforts, we are hosting a celebration 
reception at the Filipponi Ranch 
Cellars located at 1850 Calle Joaquin 
on December 13 from 3:30-5pm. 
Please join us and help celebrate 
open space, trails, and community!

Irish Hills Trails, continued from page 1

T H a N K  y O U  S L O  S T E W a R D S  D O C E N T S

the environmental 
center of san luis 

obispo receives Grant 
from the community 

Foundation slo county
G r a n t  w i l l  h e l p  s u p p o r t  a 
D o c e n t  Tr a i n i n g  P r o g r a m

Do you have a passion for the 
environment and want to share 

your love of nature with others? 
ECOSLO, with a generous grant 
from the Community Foundation 
of San Luis Obispo, will train you 
to be a DOCENT, giving you the 
chance to lead monthly hikes into 
the City’s Open Spaces and Natural 
Reserves. As a Docent, you’ll share 
your knowledge about our natural 
environment with hikers.  
Our goals are to make it easy for 
people to enjoy and protect the  
San Luis Obispo Coast. The  
SLO Stewards Docent program  
will let you learn and teach about 
the amazing diversity of local plants 
and animals, share information 
about the City’s efforts to preserve 
and restore habitats, and meet like-
minded people. To find out how  
you can become a Docent, please  
contact Michael Heater, Program 
Coordinator, 805-544-1777 or by 
email at programs@ecoslo.org.

Jodee Bennett
SLO Stewards Docent from 

2000 to 2013
SLO Stewards Docent from 2000 to 2012 
ECOSLO Executive Director from 2000 to 2005

Jodee Bennett became a SLO 
Steward in 2000, when the 
collaboration between ECOSLO  
and the City created the program to 
encourage people to enjoy our open 
spaces. Jodee has since led more  
than 100 local hikes, each joined by  
10-20 people; she also served as  
an ECOSLO Board Member 
beginning in 2003. 
We’d like to thank Jodee Bennett  
for her years of service as a  
SLO Stewards Docent, and her 
commitment to environmental  
San Luis Obispo. Jodee’s enthusiastic 
sharing of her knowledgeable about 
native flora and fauna has enriched 
the lives of thousands.

- PAM HEATHERINGTON

Pam Heatherington has been an 
integral part of SLO Stewards for 13 
years, since  participating in the first 
Natural San Luis Docent Training  
in 2000 when she was Executive 
Director of ECOSLO. Pam, who  
has a degree in Philosophy from  
Cal Poly, has also served as treasurer 
for Surfrider, founder of Regional 
Coastal Activists, and as a  
County Health Commissioner.
Pam and her husband John recently 
relocated to southern California to 
care for her father. It’s been a true 
pleasure to work and hike with Pam 
and John Heatherington over the 
years, and they will be missed.
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HIKES:  Please wear sturdy shoes and bring water. Hike length varies with group.
TRAILWORK:  Please wear long pants and sturdy shoes. Tools, water and snacks provided. 
INFO:  City Ranger 781-7302 or ECOSLO 544-1777.

Mule deer live here
California mule deer are herbivores who range over much  
of western North america, preferring oak woodlands with 
neighboring meadows. Meadows are especially apt at  
providing coverage for young fawns, who are often left  
unattended for hours at  
a time by their mothers. 

This is a doe of at least 
two years old and her 
young fawns, who still 
have their spots. Since 
fawns lose their spots 
within 60 to 75 days after 
birth, these two are mere 
months old and rely on 
their spots for protection 
from predators.

C a L E N D a R  O f  E V E N T S
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BiSHoP PEAK
@ Patricia Trailhead   
To reach the trailhead, take 
Foothill Blvd west and make a right 
turn at Patricia Drive. Continue north 
on Patricia Drive. Trailhead is on the 
left just past Patricia Court.

BoWDEN RANCH  
Take Johnson Ave south, then left  
on Lizzie Street (opposite French 
Hospital). Lizzie ends at a split rail 
fence that marks the beginning  
of the trail.

CERRo SAN lUiS  
From Higuera Street, take the Marsh 
Street onramp to 101S, but turn right 
onto Fernandez Road just before 
entering the freeway. 

FElSMAN looP  
Meet at Patricia Drive trailhead. From 
Foothill, turn north onto Patricia 
Drive. Trailhead is on the left, just 
past Patricia Court.

FRooM RANCH 
@ Madonna Trailhead 
Take Higuera Street south, then a 
right on Madonna Road and follow it 
to the end. Trailhead is at the far side 
of the roundabout, up the walkway.  

iRiSH HillS 
@ Madonna Road  
To reach the Madonna trailhead  
from Hwy 101, take Los Osos Valley 
Road north towards Los Osos. Turn  
left on Madonna Road and follow  
it to the end. Find parking on the  
street, then walk up the dirt road  
to the trailhead. 

iRiSH HillS 
@ Prefumo Canyon  
Take Los Osos Valley Road north.  
Turn left on Prefumo Canyon Road. 
Follow for 1 mile. Trailhead is on the 
left after the bridge crossing. 

iSlAY Hill  
Take Broad Street south, turn left 
on Tank Farm Road. Make a right 
onto Wavertree Street. Turn left on 
Spanish Oaks Drive, then right onto 
Sweetbay Lane. Trailhead is at the 
end of Sweetbay Lane.  

JoHNSoN RANCH  
Take Higuera Street until it turns into 
South Higuera Street. Park at turnout 
located at the intersection of South 
Higuera Street and Ontario Road. 
Trailhead is on the right, just off  
the freeway. 

lEMoN GRoVE looP  
From Higuera Street, take the Marsh 
Street onramp to 101S, but turn right 
onto Fernandez Road just before 
entering the freeway. Lemon Grove 
Loop is on the Cerro San Luis  
Natural Reserve.

     RAilRoAD 
RECREATioN TRAil  
All ACCESS
Start at the SLO Railroad Station 
at the south end of Santa Rosa Street 
(Amtrak station) then go over  
the bridge.  

RESERVoiR CANYoN  
Take Highway 101 North from San 
Luis Obispo. About a mile past city 
limits, turn right on Reservoir Canyon 
Road. Trailhead is at the end of 
Reservoir Canyon Road. Park to the 
left.
 
SoUTH HillS 
@ Exposition Drive  
From US 101, exit Madonna Road and 
go east. Take a left on Higuera Street 
and a quick right onto South Street. 
Turn right onto Exposition Drive and 
look for the South Hills Open Space 
sign on the right hand side of 
Exposition Drive, at Corrida. 

STENNER SPRiNGS  
Take Highway 1 towards Morro Bay. 
Less than a mile outside SLO, turn 
right onto Stenner Creek Road. 
Follow Stenner Creek Road for 
about 2.5 miles to the end. 

Miles of mountain biking and hiking 
trails traverse the City’s 3,500 acres 
of open space and parkland, making 
outdoor adventures a wonderful part 
of everyday life on the Central Coast.

City of San Luis Obispo Ranger 
Service http://www.slocity.org/
parksandrecreation/parkrangers.asp
781-7302

 12/07   .  .  .
 12/21   .  .  .
 1/11   .  .  .
 1/25   .  .  .
 2/08   .  .  .
 2/22   .  .  .
 3/08   .  .  .
 3/22   .  .  .

SLO Stewards TraiL WOrk 
SaTUrDaYS · 9 aM - 12PM

IRISH HILLS @ Madonna Trailhead 

IRISH HILLS @ prefumo Trailhead 
 
STENNER SpRINgS 
 
BISHOp pEaK @ patricia Trailhead

CERRO SaN LUIS

ISLay HILL

JOHNSON RaNCH 
 
RESERVOIR CaNyON

Contact ECOSLO at 544-1777 
or visit our website at ecoslo.org 

TraiLhEaD  DirECTiOnS 
City of San Luis Obispo Open Spaces 

 12/28   .  .  .
 1/25   .  .  .
 2/22   .  .  .
 3/22   .  .  .

natural San Luis Docent hikES
SaTUrDaYS · 9 aM

ISLay HILL

BISHOp pEaK @ patricia Trailhead

JOHNSON RaNCH

IRISH HILLS @ Madonna Trailhead

 12/15   .  .  .
 1/12   .  .  .
 2/09   .  .  .
 3/09   .  .  .

BOWDEN RaNCH 

RESERVOIR CaNyON

ISLay HILL 
 
CERRO SaN LUIS

SLO City Parks ranger-Led hikES
SUnDaYS · 1PM



We in San Luis Obispo are fortunate 
to have such an incredible amount of 
open space that we all share. But who 
maintains it? Park Rangers can only 
do so much, so they rely heavily on 
dedicated volunteers to help out. The 
work of volunteers varies from trail to 
trail, but in general, volunteers work 
with the Rangers to make the trail 
safer and more pleasant for hikers. 

Trails strengthen our community’s 
social fabric. Volunteering is one 
measure of the vitality of a community. 
People working together, giving 

their time freely, help create a strong 
community like San Luis Obispo.

The presence of public trails increases 
a community’s quality of life, and 
strengthens its economy and its 
desirability as a place to live and 
work. Trails increase public access to 
open space and improve connections 
between neighborhoods, transit and 
shopping areas.  

The development of a trail network 
helps reduce traffic congestion, air 
pollution, and energy consumption by 

reducing the need for a car. And it’s 
sometimes nice to get away from the 
nuisances of daily life!

Trails also provide a safe place for 
recreation, such as walking, jogging 
and cycling. Trails attract people 
outdoors and encourage physical 
activity, which promotes overall  
public health.

And who can complain about the 
general aesthetic beauty of our 
open spaces? The undeveloped hills, 
protected open spaces and expansive 
network of trails are some of the many 
reasons we love San Luis Obispo  
and feel a connection with the  
natural environment. 
 
Whether you are volunteering for a 
trail workday or you’re just hiking for 
recreation, don’t forget to do your part 
and maintain the beauty and safety 
of our trails! Pick up trash when you 
see it and report any evidence of trail 
abuse to a Ranger.

ECOSLO coordinates weekly trail 
workdays throughout the year.  If you 
are looking for volunteer or community 
service work hours, this is a great 
opportunity to work outdoors. Contact 
ECOSLO at 544-1777 or go to 
ecoslo.org for more information.
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aDDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
Environmental Center  
of San luis obispo
post Office Box 1014
75 Higuera Street, Suite 100
San Luis Obispo, California 93401

Why are well-maintained trails important?
By MiCHAEl HEATER, pROgRaM COORDINaTOR of ECOSLO

p H O T O  B y  M i C H A E l  H E A T E R


