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“Only words”

“It’s only a lot of talk!” But words are important – it’s how we bring our 
thoughts out into the open and exchange ideas. They are how we reveal 
what goes on inside our heads. They can hurt. They can heal. They can 
bring joy or peace or even take a life. They can be rich in meaning or 
lead to confusion. They can be used to deceive or to enlighten. To various 
degrees we all have to use and try to master them.

WAR – a word – but behind it lies pillage, rape, destruction, debasement, 
a denial of life and humanity.

I DO – simple words, but in a marriage service they can be the 
confirmation of a relationship that will take a couple through all that life 
can throw at them: fears, frustrations, joys and successes, laughter and 
tears of a sound union.

GOD – a word only? Or is there a reality behind it? A reality that loves 
and cares, that can be discovered and known. A reality that can empower 
and enrich life!

Father Steven
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The image on the cover of this magazine – the logo of the Year of Mercy – 
reminds us all in these difficult and worrying times to reach out to those 
in need, as is illustrated in many of the articles that follow.

The next issue will be in the winter: details to come in the Parish 
Newsletter. Any early contributions can be emailed to me at the address 
below.

Klara King (EG 321581) 
email: klara.m.king@comcrafts.co.uk

Milestones, East Grinstead, 2015
Baptisms
11 January Lonnie Fretten

8 February Zoltan Poole-Miazzi

14 February Christopher Page

1 March Anna Christina Artemenkova

7 March Johanna Smidora Hyde

7 March Dominic Alois Hyde

8 March Isabelle May Freeman

28 March David William Hatchett

26 April Harry Michael John Davis

3 May John Gabriel Evangelista

31 May Temitayo Adebo-Mphande

7 June Kian Alexander Thomas Geraghty

20 June Sienna Margaret Maddox

19 July Amelia Ann-Marie Searle

9 August Mariano Liam Peralta

23 August Sophia Evelyn Goodwin

13 September Jack William Broughton

19 September Murphy Patrick Nebot Maher

24 October Amos Norman Walter Marshall

24 October Edward Joseph Elwell

25 October Isabella Jessica Dean

12 December Rose Adele Webb
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Weddings
18 April Daniel Mark Abbey + Katy Victoria Furmanski

2 May Christopher David Patrick Lake + Cecelia Mary McSweeney

22 May John Edward Arthur Bell + Louisa Clare Davies

6 June Christophe Michael Brooks + Clare Madeleine Stella Lille

Funerals
6 January Patrick Barrett

10 January Gertrude Edwards

30 January Stella Banks

26 January Patrick McKay

4 February Nora Moynihan

13 February Hermia Frantz

17 March Theresa Darlison

11 May Sheila Dallow

22 August Kathleen Cunningham

19 September Peter Neave

13 October Bernard Breslin

13 October John Bourke

First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion, 2016

Thirty-one children (and parents) successfully completed our programme 
this year. The programme was based on the Growing Up Catholic sessions 
which emphasise parent-based catechesis rather than child based. This 
meant that the parents, carers or other family members came to the sessions 
with their children and the Catechists guided them to work through the 
programme together with their child.

There were two Retreat mornings for the parents at St Bernard’s, one 
on Reconciliation and one on the Eucharist. These mornings consisted of 
creativity for the children and formation for the parents ending with music 
and prayer/preparation for the sacrament.

The programme received very positive feedback from our parents:

“It has led my child to ask questions about the Church and think more deeply 
about how she deals with others.”
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“It has led my child to ask questions about the Church and think more deeply 
about how she deals with others.”

“It gave my son a sense of structure, context and his place in the Church.”

“I think I have started them early talking about the greatness and goodness 
of God, so with the coming communion, my daughter has quite a bit of 
understanding about it.”

“My daughter asked some basic questions that I had to think carefully about 
(for my own understanding) before answering.”

“It made me think about my faith and how I explained things to my child.”

“For me, it has helped me hold humility much more mindfully – we do learn 
together, each from the other. It is a journey we share.

“For the girls, they have wanted to be more purposefully engaged and more 
reflective of their daily choices. They have both become more thoughtful, 
it has helped to give them each a stronger voice.”

“The course provided a really good foundation for my child.”

“I think by attending most of the classes with my son and learning together, 
we were able to understand and relate to the principles of faith, and also 
understand what God expects of us in terms of living our lives.”

“Allowed me to reconnect to the teachings of the bible. It also brought a 
different dimension to my son in terms of being good, kind, honest, giving 
and truthful. It helped in elements of discipline.”

Our Catechists worked really hard with this programme and should be 
recommended highly for their dedication and flexibility to change their 
methods of meeting the needs of this programme. If you would like more 
information on this programme the link is: http://www.thepastoralcenter.
com/goupcaisaprt

St Bernard’s – Sunday, 19th June
Madeline Bowers Dylan Ryan

Our Lady and St Peter – Saturday, 18th June
Adam Birchall 
Vanessa Bridge 
Thomas Bridge 
Emilia Byrne 
Kristina Coxall 
Jessica Doggett 

Darragh Fitzroy 
Verity Given 
Tobias Greenacre 
Darragh Halpin 
Neve Johnson 
Ella McKenzie 
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Sam McManus 
Jessica Pinto 
Anika Sandi 

Esme Vaughan 
Sophie Wells

Our Lady and St Peter – Saturday, 25th June
Archie Dell 
Ruby Donovan 
Harry Elwell 
Emilio Malsem-Cela 
Towa Mphande 
Isobel O’Sullivan 

Nathan Peacock 
Isabella Pengelly 
Emilia (Milly) Quinton-Moulds 
Jemima Quinton-Moulds 
Benjamin Swarbrick 
Neo Wooster

We should like to give our thanks to the clergy, catechists, servers Liam 
and the Choir, those who decorated the churches and all those who have 
contributed to these days. Please continue to keep us all in your prayers.

Eileen Lyons

Altar Servers’ Guild of St. Peter’s Parish

Have you taken your First Holy Communion this spring? Would you like 
to continue developing your faith on Sundays in a fun way and make 
new friends within the church’s younger community?

The Altar Servers’ Guild of St. Peter’s Parish is looking for new young 
faces, from the Communion candidates this year, to join their team and 
are willing to take on-board any child willing to learn and stay dedicated! 
The role of the Altar Server needs commitment but Altar Serving is overall 
rewarding and enjoyable!

If you’re interested in becoming an Altar Server, ask any of the current 
team in the Parish on Sundays. We’re also happy to answer any questions 
you might have!

Charlotte O’Neill
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Confirmation 2016

This year Confirmation took place on Trinity Sunday, 22 May. The 
Confirmation Mass was as usual at Worth Abbey and for the first time we 
welcomed Bishop Richard as the minister of Confirmation.

It was a was a wonderful occasion. The atmosphere was at the same 
time joyous and reflective. Our very own organist, Liam was in charge of 
the music, which was magnificent! East Grinstead also again excelled itself 
by fielding a truly magnificent car parking team! You can see them in the 
picture ready for action, luckily in the sunshine!

There was just a small group of young people from East Grinstead 
confirmed this year and the programme was adapted to suit them. The 
weekend away was replaced with an Away Day on which we visited the 
shrine of West Grinstead and its special door for the Year of Mercy, had a 
lovely walk in the surrounding countryside and then enjoyed bowling and 
a meal together in Crawley.
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It was a pleasure for the catechists to work with our young people and 
help them explore beliefs, concepts and ideas as they began their adult 
faith journey.

Those confirmed were: Rienel Bronilla, Raul Gomez-Liste, Mary 
Mahoney, Haydn Nebbeling and Georgia Stevenson.

Catechists: Thaddeus Dell, Mike Hope, Ruth Longley and Eileen Lyons.
Ruth Longley

Music Ministry, 2015–16

After playing for the occasional Sunday Mass at Our Lady and Saint 
Peter’s, I finally took over from Mary O’Sullivan as the full-time music 
director in September 2015. Mary had made the process very easy for me 
and we have continued her legacy in various ways, such as the monthly 
Children’s Mass and Folk Mass.

The choir now meet on Friday, 6.45–7.30 pm, the music for Sunday 
having been emailed to them earlier in the week. It was gratifying to have 
two new singers join us recently. If you are thinking of joining, why not 
come along on a Friday and give us a try? We are a very friendly group, 
and new singers and players are very welcome.

I’ve particularly enjoyed working with the newly formed Junior Choir 
from Saint Peter’s School. You will no doubt have heard them leading the 
singing enthusiastically at the monthly Children’s Mass. They also sang 
for the Lunch Club at Christmas in the Parish Hall and recently for the 
High Tea, this time featuring soloists and tasteful balletic dancing. This 
set me thinking of introducing some liturgical dance in the future. Any 
objections?

Junior Choir, on the first Sunday of the month, is regularly accompanied 
by Junior Band, directed by Julian Spencer. Julian has encouraged and 
nurtured young players in the parish for many years, sensitively writing 
arrangements of the appropriate standard for each player. Do get in touch 
if you think your child would like to do this.

Similarly, we would like to hear from you if you are thinking of playing 
in the Folk Band every third Sunday. Currently you can listen to the 
artistry of Mary on the recorder, Denis on the rhythm guitar and Louisa 
on the bass guitar, but another guitarist and melody instrumentalist would 
be most welcome.
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Lastly, I would like to thank all the singers and players of Our Lady 
and Saint Peter’s and Lingfield for their wholehearted support, and I 
look forward to our making an even more joyful noise to the Lord in the 
coming year.

Liam Bauress (liambauress@me.com)

Christian Meditation Group

An excerpt of information 
from the World Community for Christian Meditation

“Be still and know that I am God”

Christian meditation is an ancient form of contemplative prayer through 
which we come to a stillness of spirit and body. Despite all the distractions 
of this modern world, this silence is possible for us today. To reach this 
stillness we have to devote time to the work of silence.

To do this we use a prayer word or “mantra”. Using a mantra is a 
faith-filled way of turning our attention beyond ourselves, beyond our 
thoughts and concerns. We do not think about or talk to God at all during 
meditation. We go beyond thoughts, even holy thoughts. The aim in our 
Christian prayer is to allow God’s mysterious presence that is already in us 
to become the reality that gives meaning, shape and purpose to everything 
we are and do. So the first task of meditation is to bring our distracted 
mind to attention in stillness, silence and simplicity.

To meditate find a quiet place, and take a comfortable upright sitting 
position. Close your eyes gently. Sit relaxed but alert. Silently, interiorly, 
begin to repeat a single word, your mantra.

We use the mantra maranatha. Say it simply – ma-ra-na-tha – as four 
equally stressed syllables. You can say the word in rhythm with your 
breathing, fairly slow, fairly rhythmical.

Maranatha is an Aramaic word from the language Jesus spoke. It 
means “Come Lord”.

Listen to the mantra as you say it, gently and continuously. You do not 
have to think or imagine anything, spiritual or otherwise. Meditation is not 
quiet reverie or passive stillness, but attentive wakefulness. When thoughts 
or images come at the time of meditation (they are distractions) return 
simply to saying your word. Don’t try to repress or dispel distractions. 
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Simply let them go by saying your mantra. Meditate each morning and 
evening for between twenty and thirty minutes.

Meditation can be practised at home alone and/or in a small group. 
We meet as a group each week (term time), to listen to a short teaching 
that prepares us for meditation, and then we meditate together. If you 
would like to join us, please contact Gabrielle Joyce (EG 326118) for more 
information.

Gabrielle Joyce

Catholic Women’s League

This year the Branch of Arundel and Brighton celebrated our 50th 
anniversary and we were asked to give a short report on the history of 
our sections at our Branch AGM in April, so this is East Grinstead section’s 
history.

We were founded by Fr. Len, who was a curate in EG, in 1967. Our 
first chairman was Ina Willison, secretary Stella Banks and treasurer Maria 
Bonney. We had many members and Muriel Cheeseman was a founder 
member. When Fr. Gordon Simmons, who was our Parish Priest for many 
years, moved to Billingshurst, we visited him and his dog Caspar every 
summer in August for lunch in his garden. In later years all members 
of CWL of Arundel and Brighton would meet in Fr. Kevin’s garden in 
Wadhurst for lunch once a year. This was preceded by Mass. He was 
the Branch’s spiritual director for many years and always made us very 
welcome. We also gave tea parties in Mary and Danny’s garden. and 
invited the elderly from local homes. We collected and returned them 
and we can remember one time when one gentleman wandered home on 
his home, causing some anxiety. One of our members, Jean Townsend, 
ran the Blind Club and they were regularly entertained in the hall. Many 
of us have hosted lunches and tea parties in our homes to raise money 
for our many charities – CWL, local and abroad. We hosted Fr. Kevin’s 
70th birthday,25th and 40th anniversaries of his ordination and sadly his 
funeral reception in E.G. We also organised food for other parish funerals. 
At one time we provided the 1st.Communion breakfasts in the hall and 
always had a cake stall at St. Peter’s School fete.

We have visited many local beauty spots such as Wakehurst, Sheffield 
Park, Heaven Farm and Tilgate. l We used to have a walk every summer, 
ending up at a members house for refreshments. Some members cannot 
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walk so far now but two of them completed the marathon and half 
marathon a few years ago for St Catherine’s Hospice.- Margaret Pond and 
Mary Forsyth..

On a religious theme we have visited Aylsford Priory, Arundel and 
the Carpet of Flowers, Walsingham, Westminster Cathedral and the 1st 
Catholic Mass since the Reformation at York Minster We sent a member, 
Mrs Capon, to Rome for the Canonisation of the 40 martyrs (chosen by 
raffle) and Brenda Crannigan went to Gatwick to See Pope John Paul 
arrive.

At a local level we have knitted squares for St. Catherine’s Hospice 
and have had three awards from the British Legion for collecting in the 
town on Poppy Day for about 30 years. We are still involved in all parish 
activities. We have had some very interesting speakers over the years and 
made lasting friends supporting each other, especially the elderly.

Gill O’Driscoll

East Grinstead Catenian Circle

Once again the East Grinstead Catenians have enjoyed a varied programme 
of activity . . . based around the foundation of our Catholic faith.

While our regular monthly meetings start and end with prayers, they 
are above all an opportunity for Catholic men to socialise together, to enjoy 
each other’s company and thereby to strengthen their family life and faith 
through friendship.

Involvement of wives and children – and sometimes other family 
members – is paramount, and hence social events are open to families 
and well supported by them. These include our most formal event (our 
annual “Clergy Night” – a black-tie dinner at which parish clergy are our 
guests), an annual buffet lunch hosted by our President and his family, 
and more ad hoc events. Recent socials have included a Nepalese meal at a 
local restaurant, and, perhaps most notably, a skittles evening in Barcombe 
where a great time was had by all and the amount of food provided 
reminded many of the “feeding of the five thousand”!

The East Grinstead Circle is just one of many within Sussex, and 
various “provincial” events provide opportunities for wider socialising. 
These include golf, darts and an annual quiz in which East Grinstead has 
now triumphed three years in a row!
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The Catenians raise funds to support a wide span of charities and 
interests, at a local, national or international level, raising in excess of 
£250,000 each year. The Association has two charities: “The Benevolent 
and Children’s Fund” for its own members and their dependents, and 
the “Bursary Fund”, which helps young Catholics aged 16 to 24 who take 
part, at home and abroad, in community-based projects that have a clear 
benefit for others as well as for the participants. Applicants for grants from 

The Catenians Clergy Night

The victorius East Grinstead Catenians team receiving their Provincial Quiz trophy
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the Bursary Fund do not need to have any connection to a member of the 
Catenian Association. In 2015, across the whole organisation, grants of 
over £114,000 were made to help young volunteers with their costs when 
taking part in overseas projects in 52 countries and for helpers on Diocesan 
and HCPT Lourdes Pilgrimages. If you know a young Catholic who could 
benefit from such a grant, please contact us.

Summary

Simply put, the Catenian Association is an international brotherhood of 
Catholic men who meet socially, at least once a month. The East Grinstead 
Circle will, from September, meet at a new venue, the Dorset Arms in East 
Grinstead High Street, on the third Monday of each month. The meetings 
are short, and the whole idea is for us to socialise in our faith.

Come and join us

If you are a practising Catholic man, over 21, and if you like any of the 
above, you will be welcome to come and have a look at our Circle. There is 
no obligation to join unless you think it is right for you after experiencing 
Catenian fellowship. Wives of members are not required to be Catholic; 
many are not and enjoy Catenian life to the full.

To find out more, contact Bill Blackledge on EG 317599.
Nick Bozzini

Gospel of Life Group

“For you formed my inmost being” (Ps 139:13): the dignity of the 
unborn child.

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were 
born I consecrated you” (Jeremiah 1:5): the life of every individual, 
from its very beginning, is part of God’s plan.

The above quotations are from Section 44 of Evangelium Vitae (EV). At the 
beginning of each meeting of the group we pray, and then we discuss a 
section of EV, often relating it to an issue currently in the news. At the 
Gospel of Life meeting on 27 June the news had just broken that Ann 
Furedi, CEO of the British Pregnancy Advisory Service (BPAS), Britain’s 
biggest abortion provider, was bringing out a book called The Moral Case 
for Abortion.
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Ann Furedi claimed that having an abortion is no different from 
deciding whether to get married or get a divorce. She said: “Abortion 
may be an act of killing – but it kills a being that has no sense of life 
or death, and no awareness of itself as distinct from others.” This view 
obviously represents the culture of death, which stands in stark contrast to 
the culture of life espoused by EV and the Catholic Church. If these words 
inspire you to act, please do consider becoming an active member of our 
Group – the next meeting is on Saturday, 3 September, at 10.30 am.

The Group is very grateful to you for the support you give. The last 
Walk for Life raised £1,742 and the cake and plant sale £250. Walk for 
Life 2016 will be held on Sunday 2 October, starting and finishing at St 
Swithun’s Church – a 5-mile route along the Forest Way from 2.00 pm. 
Money raised will be split between the continuing support of mums and 
babies in the West Sussex LIFE houses, and Down’s syndrome support 
organisations.

For some months the Group has been aware of the very high abortion 
rate for babies detected in the womb as having Down’s syndrome – some 
90%. This figure is projected to increase if new prenatal testing techniques 
are introduced in the UK. We want to help reduce this figure by making 
it better known that Down’s syndrome babies can go on to lead long 
happy lives, contributing very positively to family life, albeit with its 
special challenges. Contact has been made with organisations like the 
Down’s Syndrome Association, who helped tremendously in providing 
information that was used for the display we got together in March for 
World Down’s Syndrome Awareness Week.

A meeting was organised in April, at which a local mother, Angie 
Kenward, spoke movingly about her experience of raising her daughter 
Megan, who has Down’s syndrome. Angie did not have prenatal tests, 
as she was just below the age at which it was offered. After giving birth, 
Angie was given very little support by the hospital/NHS – she had to 
find out by herself more about the condition and about what support 
agencies were available to help her. Reading other people’s accounts on 
the Internet, it is clear this is a common experience. Despite this shaky 
start, Megan is now in her mid-20s, and Angie said she and her husband 
Lawrence wouldn’t change a thing – “she has been and continues to be 
such a blessing”. She has been given amazing opportunities – singing 
and performing, horse riding at The Special Olympics and, more 
recently, a home in Brighton, where she lives fully supported, with her 
own friends.
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Angie brought to the meeting photographs of Megan growing up and 
the awards she had received.

The Gospel of Life Group believes the Government should be putting 
much more effort into supporting people with Down’s syndrome and 
their families, and ensuring the provision of balanced information for 
parents with a pregnancy diagnosis of Down’s syndrome. A 90% abortion 
rate means more should be done to preserve life. The introduction of 
new prenatal testing techniques will only make the position worse, if the 
above improvements are not made. Please contact your MP about this – 
further details on the “Don’t Screen Us Out” campaign can be found in 
church.

Les Whittaker

Prayer Pastor support for Street Pastors

I often talk to Christians about praying for Street Pastors, and I note 
varying degrees of hesitation in their response to my asking, “Would you 
consider being a Prayer Pastor?” They often inform me that they don’t 
have the time. My response to that is, “Do you pray?” This is always met 
with, “Of course.”

Street Pastors in our town are supported by Churches Together, and 
as Prayer Coordinator, I would like to encourage you to pray for us. The 
poem below was written, after witnessing how differently Christians from 
all local Churches pray. Our prayer supporters pray for us in different 
ways, in different places, at different times, on different days. You do not 
have to be out in the middle of the night, though you are always welcome 
to join those who pray at our Base in town.

Let us pray
I stand in Church and raise my hands, I sway gently now and then. 
I listen to our Vicar, and in reverence say Amen. 
I close my eyes and meditate, Maranatha, come Lord Jesus come. 
I sing songs of praise, with the guitar and big-bass drum.

I read my “Voice of Hope”, then with hope I voice our needs. 
I bow my head and pray for peace, with my wooden rosary beads. 
I walk my dog mid-morning, and I talk to God out loud. 
I like to be alone with Him, away from the madding crowd.
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I sit in silent Adoration, and pray inside my head. 
I can’t get out much these days; prayers are said from my sickbed. 
I pray as I wait for my bus each day, after counting the exact fare. 
I sit at my computer, then I pray, then type, then share.

I pray for those who missed their Stop, as they slept deeply on the train; and 
I hold you all in thought and prayer, from a beach in Majorca, Spain. 
I pray at the Base, to be there on-site, to send word to those at home. 
I love to wait for prayer requests, on my large-digit mobile phone.

We pray for Pastors in our College, each Monday at half past two. 
When inspired, I pray that He guides those, who need to talk to you. 
My house-group gather each Tuesday morn, we pray for those in town; our 
Community, our Pastor friends and those to us unknown.

I make my cocoa in the evening, then click on “Pastor letter”, 
I read and pray for next week’s team, I implore God to make things better. 
At Sunday Mass a prayer is said, that you all shine His radiant light. 
I sometimes pray with a Street Pastor friend, and give thanks for God’s  
 power and might.

I retire to my bed at eleven each night, my phone “pings” under my pillow, 
Without even peeking, I know you are seeking, I take aim and shoot from  
 my bow. 
A man from my Church joins the street team, I pray that the youth remain  
 calm. 
When he tells me they fight on a Saturday night, I ask God, please keep him 
from harm.

I reach for First Aid, His Spirit within me, I tend to a youth as he bleeds. 
God knows before I ask Him, what this young man so badly needs. 
God’s time, our time, Alpha, Omega, one thousand years in one day.   
All our prayers are heard, gathered and answered, however, whenever we  
 pray.

* * *
Please pray for Mike Hope, who is currently training to be a Street Pastor.

John 15:16. “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you so that you might go and bear fruit – fruit that will last – and so 
that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.”

If you would like to know more about receiving our prayer requests or 
newsletters, contact me.

Beverley Lake (b.lake@live.co.uk)
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Christian Aid

You may recall receiving a red Christian Aid donation envelope through 
your letter-box during Christian Aid Week in May. Volunteers from the 
Christian Churches in East Grinstead deliver the envelopes and later 
collect them from each house. The local roads are shared out amongst the 
churches, and the volunteers from our parish collected a total of £568.65 
from the 22 roads we deal with. So thank you to our volunteer collectors:

Brigid Armstrong 
Nick Bozzini 
Mike Causton 
Muriel Cheesman 
Josie Cherry

John Donohue 
Peter Farmer 
Mike Hope 
Jonathan Jenkins 
Sue Joy

Gabrielle Joyce 
Judy Lilley 
Josie Webb

The Christian Aid Week collection from East Grinstead homes by all the 
local churches this year, including us, is over £18,800.

This Christian Aid Week fundraising is a very significant contributor 
to the charity’s ability to carry out its work. I don’t have this year’s total 
yet, but £11.1 million is reported from Christian Aid Week across the UK 
as a whole in last year’s annual report. All the amounts we each collect, 
which can seem small sometimes, contribute to that overall significant 
total. Christian Aid Week also raises the profile of the issues that the 
charity aims to address and of examples of their successes.

Of every £1 donated, Christian Aid spend 45p on long-term development 
projects, 27p on emergencies, 15p on fundraising, 11p on campaigning 
(e.g. for better situations for the world’s poor), and 1p on governance. 
They do not give money to governments, instead often working through 
local church agencies and other local partner organisations. They work 
with people of all faiths and none.

Thanks again to the volunteer collectors and all contributors
Mike Hope

Justice and Peace Group

As this parish magazine goes to press, members of the J&P Group and 
others have just completed the 26th annual Sleep Out, with eleven people 
having bedded down on the pavement near the town’s War Memorial on 
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Saturday, 25 June. A short service was addressed by Glenn Stubbs, Deputy 
Director of Crawley Open House (www.crawleyopenhouse.co.uk), who 
brought us up to date with the ever-growing work of the organisation, 
which works with the marginalised and homeless. In addition to raising 
money for COH, other organisations benefitting from funds raised from 
sponsorship are The Easter Team and Worthing Churches Homeless Project. 
Despite the wet summer weather, the night was dry and not too noisy. As 
usual, many people stopped and asked what we were doing. Earlier in the 
day, a street collection had been held and raised £416.43. Thanks also to 
Forest Row Orchestra, who donated their ticket sales of £211.20 from its 
concert on Saturday, 2 July, with £60.93 given in the donation bucket. A 
final figure will be available in the parish newsletter and in the Christmas 
issue of the parish magazine. Thank you for your sponsorship and also for 
your continued donations left at both churches.

Members of the J&P Group also continue to support refugees through the 
Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group and Refugee Crawley Welcome Group, 
and three members joined others on the Refugee Walk reported in this 
issue of the magazine. Two members are regular visitors to Lewes Prison 
and run the Restorative Justice Programme, Sycamore. Other involvement 
includes the EG Foodbank, Fairtrade EG, letter writing to Prisoners of 
Conscience, running money-management courses for Christians against 
Poverty, and involvement in One World Week.

Date for the diary

Saturday 24 October at the Jubilee Centre: the One World Week event 
organised by the Mid Sussex Diversity Forum to celebrate the different 
communities in Mid Sussex and foster an appreciation of our rich diversity 
of cultures.

Sue Joy, Co-Chair

The Charity Feasts

The 2016 Spring Charity Feasts, organised by the East Grinstead Justice 
and Peace Group, took place in April, and we would like to thank all those 
who took part.

We thank Barclays Bank for match-funding the first £2,000 raised at 
the two events.
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Charity Feast, 11 April
Our thanks to Tarana, Lingfield, for hosting this charity event and for 
giving 50% of the food money to the charities. The prizes in the raffle on 
this occasion were:

Lingfield Park Resort – 2 premier tickets to the Derby Trial on 7 May;
Lingfield Park Resort – 2 premier tickets to Ladies Day on 6 May;
Energie Fitness Club – 1 month membership at the Sports Club;
Glanfield Food & Wine – 3 bottles of wine;
Escort Dry Cleaners – £20 voucher;
Hamilton Studios – family photo;
Delta Force Paintball – £100 voucher;
Tarana, Lingfield – £25 voucher;
The Ghurka, East Grinstead – £25 voucher;
Tommy Flynn’s, East Grinstead – 2 free meals;
Wealden Embroidery and Print – £20 voucher;
The Mediterranean Cuisine – free 12″ pizza;
The Beauty Room – spray tan;
Tomoli & Will – bathroom product;
Chartham Park Golf & Country Club – midweek 4-ball.

Charity Feast, 18 April
Our thanks to La Farola, East Grinstead, for hosting this charity event and 
for giving 50% of the food money to the charities. The prizes in the raffle 
on this occasion were:

Lingfield Park Resort – 2 premier tickets at Derby Trial on 7 May
Energie Fitness club – 1 month membership at the Sports Club
Delta Force Paintball – £100 gift voucher
Konak Restaurant, Lingfield – £30 voucher
Inchoir – 4 singing sessions at Inchoir
Glanfield Food and Wine – 3 bottles of wine
Felicity Hat Hire – £20 voucher
The Retreatery – £25 voucher
Wealden Embroidery and Print – £20 voucher
Object D’Art – £30 voucher
Roochi, Forest Row – £25 voucher
Middle Row Barbers – free haircut
A.S. Fry Butchers – £15 voucher
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The Beauty Room – spray tan
Starbucks – hamper
Beauty In Spires – £15 voucher

Charity Feast figures for Spring 2016
No. of people Raffle Food Total

11 April: Tarana, Lingfield 76 £290 £608 £898 
18 April: La Farola, East Grinstead 53 £300 £424 £724
5 April: EG Charcoal Grill Takeaway: 
donation

£252.25

5 April: Glanfield Food and Wine: 
donation

£252.25

Total £2,126.50
Barclays match-funding £2,000
Overall total £4,126.50

The total expenses were £126.20 (printing leaflets, £60; UV light, £6.50; 
petrol, £20; parking tickets £14.80; hiring of microphone, £25).

The total profit (ignoring pence) was £4,126 – £126 = £4,000, which 
was shared equally among five charities: Crawley Open House, The 
East Grinstead Street Pastors, Crawley Prison Fellowship, Age UK EG & 
District, East Grinstead Community First Responders.

Autumn Charity Feasts, 2016
There will be five restaurants you can go to for the Autumn Charity Feasts, 
on the following dates:

Tuesday, 4 October: The Ghurka (taste of the Himalayas), East Grinstead
Monday, 10 October: Konak Restaurant (Mediterranean), Lingfield
Monday, 17 October: [to be decided]
Monday, 24 October: Paglia e Fieno (Italian), East Grinstead
Monday, 31 October: Tarana (Indian), Lingfield

The times will be for 6.30 pm people to start arriving, for serving of food 
at 7 pm.

Price will be £16 per head, £8 of which will go to the chosen charities: 
The Prison Fellowship, Crawley Open House, East Grinstead Foodbank, 
East Grinstead Community First Responders, and Age UK East Grinstead 
and District.

For more information, contact Nicolas Castiglione (EG 410100).
Nicolas Castiglione



20  Parish Magazine, suMMer 2016

Refugee tales 
The walk from Canterbury to Westminster

In early July, Bill and I joined the catering and support teams for “Refugee 
Tales”, a walk from Canterbury to Westminster. More than 60 people 
took part in the walk, which was intended, first, to reflect on the long 
and dangerous journeys many refugees make when they flee war and 
persecution to seek sanctuary and, second, to call for a 28-day limit to 
immigration detention. The UK remains the only country in Europe that 
detains people indefinitely under immigration rules, with periods of 
detention lasting months and sometimes years.

Each night along the way, writers, including poet Jackie Kay and 
novelist Kamila Shamshie, narrated stories of refugees’ experiences such 
as “The Smuggled Person’s Tale” and “The Lover’s Tale”, complemented 
by dancers and musicians from different cultural traditions.

As we walked, ex-detainees talked about the often traumatic cir-
cumstances that had led to them arriving here and about their subsequent 
experiences of immigration detention. A feeling of community evolved as we 
got to know each other and shared meals and church hall accommodation 
at each night stop on our journey, to the point that walkers were sorry 
to leave their new-found friends at the end of the week – especially the 
ex-detainees who were going back to the difficult limbo existence of 
immigration bail, which does not allow them to work and can also last for 
many years while they wait a decision on their case from the Home office.

Most people find long-term detention intensely traumatic. Not knowing 
when you will be free is damaging to mental health. People who have been 
tortured or imprisoned in their home countries are particularly scarred by 
long-term detention.

Highlights from the final day of the walk included Jeremy Irons’ 
emotive performance at the South Bank of Shakespeare’s powerful lines on 
refugees, in which he attacks his countrymen’s “mountainish inhumanity” 
towards “wretched strangers/Their babies at their backs, with their poor 
luggage/Plodding to th’ ports and coasts for transportation.” For me, 
however, the most moving moment of the whole walk was listening to an 
ex-detainee reading his poem in which he acknowledges “I know hatred” 
from his life as an orphaned street child in a faraway country, but also “I 
know love” from the support he felt from the new community around 
him.
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If you want to read some of these stories for yourself, you can find the 
stories from last year’s walk in Refugee Tales, published by Comma Press 
and edited by David Herd and Anna Pincus. The Lightless Sky by Gulwali 
Passarlay tells the moving true story of an Afghan refugee child and his 
journey to the UK.

Cathy Merry 
Volunteer, Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group 

www.gdwg.org.uk 
www.refugeetales.org

SVP–Indian student sponsorship 
through the twinnage system

Blessed Frederic Ozanam – the founder, in 1833, of the SVP – said, “I 
would like to encircle the whole world in a network of charity”, and the 
original rule of the SVP in 1835 proclaimed that “We should love one 
another now and forever, far and near, from conference to another, from 
town to town, from nation to nation.”

Over 50 years ago, inspired by a plea from the Holy Father that the 
laity in the developed world should become more active in their support 
for those in the less developed countries, the SVP set up the International 
Twinnage Scheme. From this, the Society in England and Wales has 
developed strong links with our designated countries – India, Sudan, 
South Sudan, Grenada, Guyana and Romania – enabling us to support 
our members in those countries with their work for the poorest and most 
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needy in their communities and to bring to life the fact that we are all 
Brothers and Sisters as members of the Society.

This vision has resulted in SVP groups in this country being twinned 
with those abroad – in our case, mainly Southern India – and in A&B alone 
we have over 90 Twin Conferences. In our own parish, at OL&SP, SVP is 
twinned with a poor fishing village Conference, called Our Lady of Fair 
Voyages, in Trivandrum, Kerala. The idea is that we support them with 
our prayers and financially in respect of £120 per annum and communicate 
with them at least once a year. We have also taken on a fish-vending 
project with the same twin.

So, by now, we realise that there are many aspects of SVP Twinnage, 
and one that I would like to mention is Indian Student sponsorship. While 
in this country we take primary and secondary education for granted, 
in India education has to be paid for, and many children are caught up 
in a vicious circle, which goes like this: “If you are poor, you cannot afford 
education; without education, you are unlikely to find a job with decent pay; 
without good income, you cannot escape from poverty!

Sponsorship for one year is a mere £15 per child! After the first year, 
the Indian SVP will ensure continuation of funding. We at Our Lady & St. 
Peter’s Conference have taken on four primary school students for one 
year.

There are “SVP Twinnage: Indian Student Sponsorship” leaflets at 
the back of the church for anyone wishing to contribute to this scheme: 
giving people hope for the future. Rather than send the completed form 
to Whitstable, please contact our Treasurer, Jean Holland (EG 311295), who 
will send it off on your behalf.

Peter Wells, 
President, Our Lady & St. Peter SVP Conference

SVP Shop, 
Broadfield, Crawley

A while back, I put an entry in the Parish Newsletter on behalf of Crawley 
SVP, about a community shop that was due to open in June or July. I am 
glad to say that, after a period of hard work by Crawley SVP Conference, 
in conjunction with SVP National Office, the shop opened on Friday, 10 
June 2016.
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Bishop Richard, attended by representatives of local SVP Conferences 
in the Crawley District, opened the shop officially at 9 am on Thursday, 7 
July 2016. I will give an update in the next issue of this magazine.

The shop is one of about 40 in England and Wales. Within the diocese 
of Arundel & Brighton it is managed, along with SVP shops in Brighton 
and Camberley, together with Hackney, by an area manager. Each shop 
has a paid manager and is run otherwise by local volunteers.

Several years ago, Crawley SVP identified a growing need for the 
passing on and recycling of furniture, other household goods, and clothing, 
and the increasing need has necessitated more storage, in conjunction 
with distribution in the neighbourhood. It is not by chance that shops 

Before and after photos of the SVP shop in Broadfield, Crawley
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are opened in less affluent locations, where goods can be offered to the 
community at low cost: hence the name, “St. Vincent’s Helping Locally”.

The other A&B shops were opened by Bishops Kieran and Richard, 
both of whom saw them as the face of the Catholic Church in the high 
street; indeed, there are SVP information leaflets in each shop, and any 
person or family in need is able to use the shop as a signpost to visiting 
those in need, by the local SVP Conference.

In order to succeed, volunteers are continually required to sort, display, 
price and serve customers. The idea is that some of the profits will go 
towards purchasing a van for collection and delivery. The shop is currently 
displaying good clothing, books, and other household items, although not 
yet large furniture. The initial display is quite impressive.

If any parishioner has any donations of this nature (including good, 
working electrical appliances/items, which will be professionally tested), 
please contact Crawley SVP on 07500 484058, or Lingfield SVP, Austin 
Bowers on 07803 900125, or myself, Peter Wells, on 07851 938727.

Should anyone wish to visit the shop themselves and take goods along 
or even volunteer a few hours from time to time, the shop’s telephone 
number is 01293 517135, and the address is: St. Vincent’s, 2 Pelham Place, 
Broadfield, RH11 9AZ.

Peter Wells, 
President of Our Lady & St. Peter SVP Conference

Crown of Thorns

“Our Lady of the Forest”, Forest Row

On closure of the church at Forest Row, most of the furnishings from this 
much-loved place of prayer and worship were sent in our shipments to 
the diocese of Yendi in northern Ghana. These items were most gratefully 
received by Bishop Vincent Boi-Nai, and they have been used to furnish 
village churches. The statue of “Our Lady of the Forest”, which was 
particularly loved by the parishioners at Forest Row, was more recently 
sent to Kumasi Archdiocese.

Archbishop Gabriel Anokye has let us know that the statue has now 
been received into his care, and he has allocated it to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Parish in Kwadaso-Kumasi, a parish that has a special 
devotion to Our Lady and that also has a Grotto. The Archbishop has been 
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“Our Lady of the Forest” in the Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church, 
Kwadaso-Kumasi, Ghana

informed as to the history of “Our Lady of the Forest”, including the visit 
of President Kennedy to the church in 1963. The archbishop understands 
the importance to the parishioners of this now-closed church to know 
where this statue has been located, particularly as some members of our 
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parishes have links to the diocese of Kumasi and have asked for the above 
information so they can visit her.

The parish priest of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Fr Dennis 
Barima, has written to us to confirm that the statue is now safely in his 
parish and mentions that it could not have arrived at a better time. He 
assures us that “It is our belief therefore that together we will pray for each 
other as we promote devotion to our Blessed Mother.”

We have also had a call from the parish, where the statue has been 
welcomed with great celebrations, joy and devotion.

Lisa de Quay, for Crown of Thorns 
www.crownofthorns.org.uk

Our Lady and St Peter, East Grinstead

Extract from The Catholic History of East Grinstead 
by Father Charles P Dolman

The church of Our Lady and St Peter opened on Rosary Sunday, 2 October 
1898. It was consecrated on the feast of St Peter’s Chains, 1 August 1899, 
by Bishop (later Cardinal) Bourne.

The bell, given the name of “Mary”, was solemnly blessed by Bishop 
Bourne on 8 July 1901. The “Baptism of a bell” is an important liturgical 
function. The Bishop, having washed the bell with holy water, anoints 
it with the Oil of the Sick within, and with Chrism without; he then 
places burning incense under the bell and prays that its sound may avail 
to summon the faithful to the church, excite their devotion, drive away 
storms and terrify evil spirits.

Sir Edward and Lady Blount were the generous benefactors of the 
Church, school and presbytery.

There had been a chapel in the small manor house at Hedgecourt, near 
Felbridge, from 1724 on, but it closed before 1757. After this, the missions 
nearest to East Grinstead were at Cheam in Surrey and at West Grinstead. 
In 1879 Sir Edward and Lady Blount built a chapel at Imberhorne Manor, 
dedicated to St Edward the Confessor and St Louis, King of France. The 
chapel served as the Catholic parish church of East Grinstead for the 
next twenty years, with Franciscan Fathers coming from Crawley until 
1884, when Father Frederick Edwards of the diocese of Southwark was 
appointed a resident chaplain. He left in 1888, and the Franciscans again 
served the mission until 1898.
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Shortly before the opening of the church of Our Lady and St Peter, Father 
John Burke was appointed the first rector of the parish. Father Burke’s 
parish . . . embraced East Grinstead, with Forest Row and Felbridge, parts 
of West Hoathley, Worth, Lingfield, Cowden, Hartfield and Withyham.

• The Rev Joseph Mahoney, 1908–15, succeeded Father Burke
• Father Cooksey served until 1917, when he left to become a military 

chaplain
• The Right Rev Mgr James Warwick, 1917–29
• Father Alfred Wright, 1929–41
• (A new centre of Catholic life was established at Lingfield with the 

erection, in 1940, of a temporary church dedicated to St Bernard.)
• Father Charles P. Dolman, 1941–59
• Father Richard O’Regan, 1959–60
• Father Peter McPolin, 1960–68
• Father Gordon Simmons, 1968–84
• Father Kevin Gaskin, 1984–99
• Father Gordon Simmons, with Father Steven Purnell, 1999–2011
• Father Steven Purnell, 2011–

Margaret Vasey

Fairtrade East Grinstead

During a hectic Fairtrade Fortnight earlier in the year, many Fairtrade 
breakfasts were served in school and parish communities throughout East 
Grinstead, drawing attention to the important role farmers and producers 
in developing countries play in providing the food that appears on our 
tables. In addition, there were Fairtrade stalls, Fairtrade school assemblies 
and workshops, Fairtrade coffee mornings, and a Fairtrade Rich Man Poor 
Man lunch attended by the Deputy Mayor, Bob Mainstone, and also a 
Colombian banana producer, Julio Mercado Cantillo. Not only did Julio 
give a talk to the All Party Parliamentary Fairtrade Group, he also visited 
schools and community groups throughout Surrey to clearly illustrate the 
difference that being a Fairtrade farmer had made to the lives of his family 
and community.

Fairtrade EG continues to work with other towns throughout West 
Sussex to achieve Fairtrade County status following in the footsteps of 
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Surrey. Congratulations to Imberhorne School, who won the Fairtrade 
Foundation prize for the best secondary school for the third successive 
year; members of the Year 13 Fairtrade Team will be hugely missed as they 
head off to pastures new.

Date for the diary

Fairtrade Quiz and Supper at Imberhorne Upper School at 7.30 pm on 
Friday, 11 November; tickets on sale from mid-September. Please come 
and join us to raise funds for Fairtrade EG and the Fairtrade Foundation’s 
Innovation fund. Further information from Sue Joy (SusanJoy471@hotmail.
com).

Sue Joy

Traidcraft news

Traidcraft holds justice at the heart of everything we do – always seeking 
to secure fair deals and better working conditions for the world’s poorest 
and most vulnerable people:
Environmental Justice: For years palm oil production has destroyed the 
rainforest and damaged the environment – but we have worked with 
smallholder farmers in Ghana to create FairPalm – the world’s first fair 
trade eco-friendly palm oil.

Helping the disadvantaged: We are proud to sell Black Mamba sauces, which 
provide income-generating opportunities for “chilli-growing” Grandmas 
who must provide for their grandchildren, whose parents have either left 
to find work or died during Swaziland’s appalling suffering from HIV/
AIDS.

The right to decent work: In the cashew trade workers can experience 
terrible conditions, undertaking work that damages their health and being 
paid unfairly. But we strive for change in this sector – selling cashews 
under fair trade principles to promote fair wages and safe working 
conditions for all.

Restoration in Myanmar: Myanmar was formerly the biggest exporter of 
rice in the world – decades of oppression have left much of its population 
living in extreme poverty. We’re working to restore some of Myanmar’s 
former strength by making rice the country’s first ever fair trade product.

Sue Joy
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The Feast Days Quartet

The Feast Days Quartet is composed of four poems: “The Nativity”, 
published in our issue last Christmas; “Lady Day: The Feast of the An-
nunciation” and “Midsummer Day: The Feast of St John The Baptist”, 
below; and, finally “Michaelmas: The Feast of St Michael and All Angels”, 
to come in our next issue.

Lady Day: The Feast of the Annunciation, 25th March

The Angel Gabriel came that day 
And told sweet Mary of the birth 
That would come in time, a boy 
Bringing hope throughout the earth.

Slowly, slowly the months would pass 
When both fear and joy rent her heart 
While faithful Joseph gave her comfort 
Knowing one day they must depart.

Conception was immaculate for her alone 
Yet every woman who conceives a child 
Feels the warmth flow through her limbs 
Awaits the coming of the newborn’s cry.

There in the womb grows a life 
Protected, safe, limbs gently furled 
Swimming warm in a mother’s love 
Cocooned in membranes from the world.

Life continued in the humble home 
Mary worked as women do 
Washing, cleaning, preparing food 
Bore quickening pains and sickness too.

Joseph laboured with axe and adze 
Through long days at the carpenter’s trade 
And must have wondered as he stopped to rest 
At the gathering beauty of his lovely maid.
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The miracle of life is in us all 
Offering beauty every day 
We often do not see the truth 
And just as often go astray.

So when times are dark and all seems lost 
Think of Mary and her loving care 
No river too wide for her to cross 
No burden too heavy for her to bear.

Every child is precious 
This one especially so 
For the world awaited a saviour 
Showing us the way to go.

David Tas, October 2015

Midsummer Day: The Feast of St John the Baptist, 24th June

The grass in the meadow stands high swaying with the breeze 
Intermingled with purple vetch, rich clover and sweet vernal grass 
Awaiting the rhythmic swish of the scythe 
Laying the crop to dry in the heat of the noonday sun 
So come the winter with the hayracks full 
We may breath again the heady perfume of midsummer day.

Early in the morning mist hangs white 
Above the river flowing slowly on its way 
Ghosting the trailing willow into a Gorgon’s head 
Snakes meeting water where a vole leaves the bank 
To swim and the speckled trout aware of the shape above 
Seeks cover in the trailing tresses of the weed.

Above, the sky, blue on blue and high so high 
To let the skylark climb with unbroken song 
Held aloft by the glorious sound that lifts the heart 
And takes our gaze to where swallows dart and swerve 
Bringing joy to all who stand and stare 
In wonder at such uninhibited revelry there.
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A hedgerow oak stands alone against the sky 
Mighty branches spreading wide bringing welcome shade 
To the cattle sheltering below, swishing tails 
And flicking ears against the flies brought out 
By the fiery sun now at its height 
Giving warmth and life to all the earth.

Shadows lengthen as the day slips slowly by 
A fox barks in the distance prowling the field edge 
Seeking the white, bobbing tail of a hapless rabbit 
The light changes, fades and gradually dies 
As far away the sun sinks behind a hill 
And for a brief, memorable moment prolongs 
The day in golden light reflected from the clouds above.

Night falls as the evening star bright and high 
Summons the moon to replace the sun with softer glow 
Silvering every leaf and flower to precious ornament 
Stilled on the soft breath of the summer’s night 
Stirring thoughts of the ones we loved 
And of the past and all that is to come.

David Tas, November 2015

Children’s perspective on marriage/life

1. Who should you marry?
 “You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if you like 

sports, she should like it that you like sports, and she should keep the 
chips and dip coming.” [Alan, age 10]

 “No person really decides before they grow up who they’re going to 
marry. God decides it all way before, and you get to find out later who 
you’re stuck with.” [Kristen, age 10]

2. What is the right age to get married?
 “Twenty-three is the best age because you’ve known the person forever 

by then.” [Camille, age 10]
3. How can a stranger tell if two people are married?
 “You might have to guess, based on whether they seem to be yelling 

at the same kids.” [Derrick, age 8]
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4. What do you think your mum and dad have in common?
 “Both don’t want any more kids.” [Lori, age 8]

5. What do most people do on a date?
 “Dates are for having fun, and people should use them to get to know 

each other. Even boys have something to say if you listen long enough.” 
[Lynnette, age 8 (isn’t she a treasure)]

 “On the first date, they just tell each other lies and that usually gets 
them interested enough to go for a second date.” [Martin, age 10]

6. When is it okay to kiss someone?
 “When they’re rich.” [Pam, age 7 (Love her)]

 “The law says you have to be eighteen, so I wouldn’t want to mess 
with that.” [Curt, age 7]

 “The rule goes like this: If you kiss someone, then you should marry 
them and have kids with them. It’s the right thing to do.” [Howard, age 
8]

7. Is it better to be single or married?
 “It’s better for girls to be single but not for boys. Boys need someone 

to clean up after them.” [Anita, age 9 (bless you child)]

8. How would the world be different if people didn’t get married?
 “There sure would be a lot of kids to explain, wouldn’t there?” [Kelvin, 

age 8]

And the #1 Favourite is . . .
9. How would you make a marriage work?
 Tell your wife that she looks pretty, even if she looks like a dump truck.” 

[Ricky, age 10]
submitted by Sue Joy

Gift of God

Tell me where the soul is bred, 
In the heart or in the head? 
From what I feel and what I see 
The soul is every part of me. 
God’s gift. Unique. Identity.

Anon



Parish Organizations
East Grinstead

Altar Society: Flowers – Margaret Pond [01342 327002]

Catholic Women’s League: meetings second Wednesday of the month, 
October to March: 2.30 pm, April to September: 6.00 pm 
Brenda Crannigan [01342 328110]

Children’s Liturgy: at the 10.30 am Mass on Sundays, 
Parish Catechists: Eileen Lyons [01342 317424] 

Choir: practice 6:45 pm Friday at the church, 
extra practices (e.g. major feasts) will be announced, 
Director of Music: Liam Bauress [01342 825035]

Christian meditation group: Thursdays, 730–8.30 pm, term-time 
Gabrielle Joyce [01342 326118]

Crown of Thorns: Lisa de Quay [01342 870472] 
www.crownofthorns.org.uk

East Grinstead Catenian Circle:  
President: Bill Blackledge [01342 317599]

Friends of St Peter’s: Sara Vaughan [contact school: 01342 321985]

Gift Aid Secretary: Frank Lilley [01342 321987]

Gospel of Life Group: Les Whittaker [01342 315484]

Guild of St Stephen: Jim Fitzpatrick [01342  317177]

Justice and Peace Group: Sue Joy [01342 835190]

Lifts to Mass: Peter Wells [07851 938727]

Lunch Club: third Wednesday of the month, 
at the Parish Centre, East Grinstead 
Ivy Pimenta [01342 323240]

Parish Magazine: Klara King [01342 321581] 
klara.m.king@comcrafts.co.uk

Readers at Mass: Sue Wade [01342 317246]

Saint Vincent de Paul Society: Peter Wells [01342 811543]

Welcomers: Maribel Favor 
[for copy of rota: maribelfavor@gmail.com].



Times of Services

Our Lady and St Peter, East Grinstead

Saturday Mass: Vigil 6:15 p.m.

Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m.

Weekdays: Morning Prayer: 9:15 a.m.; Mass 9:30 a.m.

Holy Days of Obligation: 
Vigil 8 p.m. evening before the feast; on the day 9:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday, 10 to 10:30 a.m. and 
5:30 to 6 p.m. and on request

St Bernard’s, Lingfield

Sunday Mass: 9.00 a.m., 
preceded by Sacrament 
of Reconciliation: 
8.15 to 8.45 a.m.

Weekdays: 
Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament: 9.00 a.m. 
Morning prayer: 9.15 a.m. 
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